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presidentn johntonj taylor and council
of the twelve

ona monday sept 9athtb we visited
far west to convey a proper
idea of our viatvint here we think we
cannot do much better than to give
afewa few extracts from bro smiths
journal we halted at the late
residence of mr john whitmer
deceased I1 got out of the carriage
and went to the house where I1
metamet a man of whom I1 enquireenquireddifdlfif
mrmrs johnson was at home and
was informed that bhoaho was I1
again asked ifit I1 could see her when
this individual stepped to the stairatair
dodoororandand called darabdarah there is
a gentleman here who wants to see
you while waiting for her I1
said to the person before mentioned
eglaigiaIs your namoname whitmer yes
sir my name is whitmer I1 re
plied and my name is smith I1
am a native of this place as I1 tsupsup-
poseroseandposeandand I1 have come here with a
eriendfriend to take a look the place of
my birth as I1 never sawbaww it before
to the beat of my recollection can
you provideprovi ifeile lodgings lorjor us oyerover
night mr W 11 dont know
my sisterslater can tell you when she
comes down stairitalrp ll11 Jjuatast then
mrs johnson came down mr
whitmer introduced me as mr
smith I1 asked her about the
sahibbamaame 1 as above written she
seemed to a little andancl
abea said yes birjsir think we
noffNofinoticingcing her hesitancy I1 remarked

we will go on to illinois in the
mormorningningBing 11 mrmrs J do you live
in illinikIlli1111 nohnok I1 answered 1 9no0
matmaamam I1 live in utah at chistthis
sheebe and her brother looked strange-
ly at each other and then at me I1
continued the gentleman thatthad is
with ikimo lais mr orsonoraon pratt some
mormorea bewildered looks back
and forth but nothing was said for
a moment but presently mr
whitmerWhilmer baidsaid to his sister you
havehavo heardbeard of mr pratt yes
she replied 1I heard father speak
of him another pause then she
continued lot1I do not knowow whether we can
keep hewthem or not ifit those other
gentlemen come meshallwe bhailshall be rather
crowded here wewt
should nonot like totd discommode yoliyou
too much but we would be pleased
to storstop with you isyouifyou have room
to this she paid no attention but
BUg to her brother that amrcurmr
edwards and mr somebodyhomebodyelbeeibeelse
always kept strangers when they
caniacame alongniong 11 whereupon mr
whitmer raidsaid gyeIYeyesblysly then turning
to me baidsaid you can get lodjodlodgingsging
at mr edwards about a mile back
butheon therroarovoadd 11 I1 made some further
enquiry about directionsstoto mr
edwards to which he gruffly re-
plied saidsidd I1 1I was in hopes mr
whitmer you could have showed
us about the place a little as we
are strangers to which he re-
plied well I1 time
said 13I1 will youyon go to thetho carriage
andsand see mr without
answering I1 he started towards the
carriage and I1 followed on reach-
ing which I1 introduced him to
brother pratt who tried to get
into conversation with him but he
waswash insolentlyy gruff and abrupt
said brother pratt kindly 1I was
well acquainted with your father
jacob whitmer 11 the name of this
excessively polite gentleman 1I
suppose you wasawa

0 P mr smith was born herehero
and would like you to point out
the site of the old town and ifit you
know his fathertather lp house or the spot
where it stood

J W I1 donldont know anything
about it that is I1 know where the
town was andadd where thothe temple
elteeite is but I1 dont know where any
person lived he then pointed
down in the field northward and
continued there was a place over
there that some said was the smith
place there was another place over
therether a little further west that
some said was the smith place but
joe smith lived over there beyond
that locust grove just this bideside of
wherereouyou see the tops of those tall
cottonwoodscotton woods near them stacks
theres where joe smith lived anaand
the temple site is just at the corner
of over the fence

I1 pleasantly remarked haveyou not enough respect for joseph
smith to cailcallcallcali liimvim by his proper
name

J NVWI1 have no particular re-spect or disrespect for him joe
smith laIs the namenamo helie goes by here 9

I1 retorted generally respect all
men enough to call them bbyy their
proper names

0 P we were in hopes you
could show us around a little and
point out those places to usj w well I1 have not time
anybody here can tell youyon as inmuch
aaas I1 can

0 P your father was once the
hib torian of the church and I1 am
the present historia nwe are anxious
to preserve allali the items of history
we can we would therefore like to
see the MMS your fat lerier kept and
if possible to make satisfactorysatisail factory ar-
rangementsrangements with you to purpurchasechasechape
the samee provided there laIs any

the mdMS which we have
not already published I1 suppose
youayou are aware that the history of
the church hashag already been pub-
lished

J W wevewelve got no history here
all fathers papers have gone to
richmond long ago

00 P we hadbad a very pleasant
interview with your uncle daviddald
at richmond we arrived therethero lastlait
friday and remained two days he
showed us the MBMS of the book of
mormon but said nothing about
having any other papers

J W we have got no capets
here

convinced that there was no use
of making any further efforts where
the spirit of bigotry and opposition
was siofio intense we turned away
satisfied that all willivill come out
right

after viewing the temple ground
at far west we concluded as it
was not yet very latelaty in the even-
ing to drive on 10 mmilesliesilea further to
the town of Camecameronronrou the nearest
point to the railroad where we ar-
rived before dark making a days
journey of about 48 milea by team
from this place we booked to quin-
cy ili sept loth antenintendingding to
visit nauvoo but on our arrival
at quincy finding there was no
convenient railroad connections to
nauvoo we concludedto proceed
directly to planopiano

sept lith we took the am
train at quincy
50 miles distant on our waybywabby ahetheahe
C B Q BR BR to planopiano and chi-
cago at we had a little
over two hours to wait for the next
train we therefore spent the time

ajia S

elder joseph F smith we found
mrs lucy millikenMiUwin iken the younNounyoungestgest
sister of the prophet joseph her
husband mrhir artnurarthur millikin and
their family mostly in good health
arthur and lucy millikin have
eight children one son andstud three
daughters married and one daugh-
ter and three sons living with their
parents we met with severbeverseveralbeveralalofof
these and also with the only
daughter and granddaughter of
mrs Sophronla stoddarddards who was
the eldest sister of the prophet
she is now dead they were sur-
prised and pleased to see useamest
ly requesting us to call again on our
return

we reached planopiano the same
evening called at the house of Jjo-
seph

a
smith president of the bere

organized church and found that
behe was absent attending a pro
traded meeting or conference at
gallandsballandsGal lands oveLeeGr county iowa

on the morning of september 12
we called again at mr smiths and
bad a very pleasant visit with his
wirewife and her father an old time
mormon a native of scandinavia
by the name of madsmada mamadsonadson af-
ter this wowe called at the printing
and publishing office of the reor-
ganized church where we met
mr john scott foreman of the
printing office mr 1I N W coop-
er accountant and bookkeeperbook keeper of
the institution mr harvey dille
and others to these gentlemen we
made some reference to the nature
of our business and found that
they worewere already posted in rela-
tion to it As they could do nothing
in the premises however in the ab-
sence of joseph smith they desir
ed that we should remain until af-
ter the conference was over and
mr smithssmithy return which we could
not promise to do on uncertain-
ty asaa to the time of hishia coming
they therefore coconcluded to tele-
graph him and awaitawalt his answer

they bentsent the followfollowinglng tele-
gram

joseph F smith and orson
Pratpratt therehere wish to examine the
MS of the new translation when
can you comecomb isitel US here

they expected an answer about 3
pm but none came we waited
until the next morning when we
were informed thata postal card badd
been received announcing that the
conference would be continued
overoven the following sunday we
therthereforeeforo concluded to come on

amr
newnow york city and upon our rre-
ceiving information lhthatthalAC the MB
was at and could be seen in
time one or bothboub of us would call
on ourbut return bieblebaresare cooper and
scott were very anxious to have us
preach mr C0 offered tto0 advertise
us by printing hand billsbilla and post
ing theinthem in the windows ofot the
storesstart shops and houses about
town but we respectfully declined
for reasons that wowe did apt explain
to bhim nudaud it is perhaps not neces-
sary to state them here Thethey urg-
ed us to attend their prayer meeting
on the evening of the to
this we of course consented soonboon
alterutter we sat down in the meeting
house mr dille the premipresidingdiugdlug of-
ficer of the meeting came to usits and
ariedurged us to occupy the time he
said thibthis is a prayer meeting aindand
I1 fiadenave no right to chankechange it but
many havehavia expressed a alah to hear
you alid we would like very much
for you to accept our invitation 111 1

eldereider pratt replied if itIV is the wish
ofofallaallI hahaveve hohd objections mr
mitevite then called a vote which was
unanimous and afteratter the meeting
was opened we were toio the
stand elder pratt then gave a
plainplatD simple narration of hiahla early
elpeexperienceenceunco in the churchChardli relating
manmanyv interesting incidents con-
nected with ibsits nseuse explained the
circumstances under which several
revelations by josephjosleph
chih prophet and the manner in
which hebe received them he being
present on beveralseveral occasions of the
kind declared that sometimes
josephjoeeph used a beeerteer stone when en-
quiring of the gordjilorddord and receiving
revelation but that hebe wasso thor-
oughly endowed wilwithth the
tiou of the almighty and the spirit
of revelation that hoofthe eueneuer receiv-
ed them without any instrument
arotheror other meansmenns tanthan hethe operation
of the spirit upon his mind be
erred to the testimony which he

received of the truth of the great
latter day work while as yet a boy
testifiednitfit d that these thithingsnes were not
mattersmitter of belief ononlyy with him
but of actual knowledge hehp
explainededthethe circumstances con-
nected with the coming forth of the
reyereTlatonelation on plural 0or celestial
marriage refuted the statement
and belief of those prepresentent that

k b 1 txr warwan
ti0 ia showedtj howed that joseph I1

smith the prophet had nobnot only
commenced the practice of that
principle and taught
it16 tato others before presi-
dent young and the twelve
had returned from their missions in
europe in 1841 but thitthat joseph ac-
tually received revelation upon
that principle as early as 1831 J saidpaid I1johnson who wasas very
familiar with joseph at this early
datedale joseph liyingliving at his fathers
house and who was alsoaleo very antl
mate with me we having travelled
on several missions together told
me himself that joseph hadbad made
known to him as early as 1831 that
plural marriagemarrfagelage was a correct prin-
ciple joseph declared to lyman
that god hadbad revealed it to himA

but that the time had not come totoh
teach or practise it in the church
but that the time would come P to
this statement elder pratt boimborm
his testimony he jolted beveralseveral in-
stances of josephs having had
wives sealed to him one at least aaas
early as april idi1841 which waswaswaa
some time prior to the return
twelve from england reeRepreferred
whisto his own trial in regard toito this
matter in nauvoo and baldeald it was
because be got his
from a wicked source ironastova those
disaffected butput agpoon as helvernhe learn-
ed ththea truth he was sathfledfied

eideelderr joseph F smith then bore
tshumeny and tha mee dis-
missed the congregation notpot
large immediately entering upon
a freeireeree and easy discussion of these
mattersmattera among themselves

from planopiano we visited kirtland
taking our tickets via Clevelclevelandasid to
wiloughby from chicago ja v
landlaudlaudiaJs three milts from willough
by insut a southeasterlysouth easterly direction
we passed through the templetempie
which Isisnownow claimed by the A

1gredfredbefre d

organized church and used by
them as a meeting househonee many
of ahothe windows are broken by boys
throwing stones at them the plas-
tering on thotha walls and cellia98
and the woodworkwork inside arebare eonccon-
siderably

ni
sidersIddrablyably marred andana dilapidated
the pulpits on the first floor in iliethe
eaketesket end aare just as they Nwereere leftie tt
attit completion except that wk
have been re lettered the lawer
stand antheoo00 the wwestest end saibaibamesameiselse fleirnoor
Ai ed to the raised platform
onoh W stands a speaking deskdeck
and bible andbd is useusedd for speakspeakingilig
at their meetings arjaasa vervvery ocnc

curate deschi ulonflon FIRdf the temtomtempietemple
wabwaa recently bublispublishedhedbed inthein the NEWS
floliofromm thfhethee penen ofafoapF whitney
there iaIs no need ofrepeating it here
we noticed the houbehouse of bishop
whitney the storesture hibf
whitney gilbert the home where
joephjoeephjo eph lived when bohe received the
word of wisdom and many other
revelations also the house where
he subsequently livedlivid up to hethe
time he left kirtland father

tavern the church
store the places of residence of
sidney bigdonrigdon fallierfatherfatFai lieriier joseph
smith hyrum gailehsmith omanlayman andnud
luke johnson and martymany others
many of which have been re
ed and are kept BOso afaffaraa 3 boulward
appearance in good repair we
cuned upon Rebecrebeccacascat aton step-
mother ofot hiram dayton of utah
far advanced in years and feebee

she lais tbthe keeper of ohethe keys
temple as shephe nieshies nearmear it
james mcdowellmedoMcDowellwelI an old pit

mormon aa4 the iuau-
thorizedzed keeper of the he
lives some diatana away onov the
otherothereidebideside of the flats t he show-
ed us about the building bellg
very careful to impress 0ourur minds
with the fact that nefie bad no con-
nection the brighambrigham
ites or salt lake mormonsMormons
he was greatly surprised when
behe learned a few monmomentsjents lat-
er our names stand-
ing helle wanted to shake handshanda
though and said liehe respected UKus
for the sake of and for-
mer faithfalth fulfuinessnesa we nisoaleo called on
mrs electa stratton re
t- ided in Kirkirtlandflandflaud evereven bincesince the
departure of the bainsainstintsta Theseold
ladiess vividly remembered uhethe his-
tory of early times in
unanswered amany inquiries relative
to the former locations of eertaiti
families mrsdaytondaytonDayLon waited upon
thathe wife of hyrum smith during
her last confinement until her
death and referred to her former
associations with the family in af-
fectionate beimsterms they still cling
to their early faith in mormon
iemlem and were especially pleased
at once more meeting elder pratt
whom they well rembered

after visiting kirtland and after
carefully enquiring the mind of
the spirit we concluded while so80
near to visit the hill

nff ov oravanavar abeeaboebeeam
there we thereforetheretoretoro promeded to

I1

buffalo a haithalf dayAdayoay a ride oo00 ithethe
lakelafee shorashore and michigan south
ernememrR11 bi andaud florn thence by nowkewyorkfork centralCentrairaJ a ottlo opeoverove two
hours ride viatik to palmy v
ra a verytery pretty little towntowntoen of
U oilall t inhabitants with one
catholic and four protestant oburt
chechee

I1 addand and ahalta haltbalt or
four miles almost directlydirect ly marth of
Cumocumorahrahrab the little mansmani
chesterhesterID is about three miles south
of the bill on the canandaigua
roalandroaroaddandand Isa a pret tty place ofoti per
hapshapa between 1000 and 2000 i in
habitants Thetnorth end of the
hilihill rises abruptly to the height of
about feet and is plowplowededonon thetho
north end and east side nearly to

is very narrow
fonfor some distance along the
anandon andadd near the highest points not
over six or eight feet acroacrossfis herbserb
blandaland seyenseven large trettretsB that beemstem
to havebavo escaped the detdestructionruction oiot
abeabb forest that onoeonce coveredcoveted this
part of the hill the west side I1in
rocky and only plowed about halt
way up the plowed ground most
ly seeded to clover about
yards south of the highest point
the top begins to widen out and
slope to the south from thibthis
point begins a foredt with beatifulfui
groves of hickory elm beachbesch and
other kindsbinds of wood which extend
to the base ohon the west side and
nearly to the babebase oaon the east and
about a quarter of a mllemile south I1inn
histhis timber the top bf the hill is
quite flat covered with thick un
ae brush and blackberryblackberky brialbriar
south of the timberumber the hillbill be
comeicornea roundingrounding and gradually dfdr
clines bouthsouth widwad for aboul
gimnesmilesfatinto the

1 I common level ail of
whichlaichvy ai under cultivation from
oase 10lo

in a beautiful little grove on chiq
memorabell wywp bowed inn hulmhuna
be andaud fervent prayer rendering
praise and to al
mighty god for the treasured of0

and truth so longionglongbonconeon
beneath itits8 murfasurfacecei 160o- be

brought forth bythebg the gift and power
ff god to us and the world in this

dispensation the spirit of limyerprayer
of blessing and prophecy restedreeled up-
on us so that we rejoiced exceeding-
ly afteraften prayers wee laid ourour hands
upon and blessed escheach other div
ng utterance as the spirit dictatedted
wewd spent seiseveraleral houtshonts
over the hm viewing the surround

meditation prayer
and thanksgiving after which wedicdroveve to the litilelitlie bownfown of manches-
ter andaud returnedreturn td to palmyra rcre

and eling that we hadbad not
spenspentt our time in vainvalti we cut a
few from near the summit of
the hill which we brought with as
as momenmomentoustoes ot0 our

from palmyra wevre camacamo to this
city new york shoutabout 14 hours
ride by the new york central and
hudson BR R here demet elder
VVW 0 staines in good bethithealthlith and
spirits vvewe also met bishop john
ebarp through ththee
belity of thesethebe breturetbrenybreni elder
smith arranged for hishia passage
home

with affectionate regard and
for the prosperi-

ty
r

of zion we are your brethren
in the gopelgo pelpei afpfof peace X

ORSON HEN
jubera F
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president john taylor
dear brother on wednesday

oct 23 president snow and party
aftifft the sainbainsaintsta at sunset bawraw mill
with their blessing and drove six
miles through the timber to thothu
northhorthnorthwestwest where our vision ex-
tended over a most beautiful valley
somebome four by abr a half milemiles
aannatflatfiat bottom covered with luxuri-
ant grassgruss we drive aroundnd on the
south and west sides to aj
marshy lake onon thehe north ofid centre
formed from ibeibo apitingaP

sitsiksix in
number which have been secured
by the people of Sunsesunsettandand brig-
ham cities who have established a
a dairy on the Dortnorthend of the val-
ley where during the suirsummerniner
albicoaltico june nivefive families have
taken carezare of cows making
butter and now some 75
headbead are in use they have made

0 Ppounds of cheese and
papounds13 of butter have on handband 99
Ccheeses weighing fromfroin 24 to 82
pounds each these five families
davd alsoalgo builtbulli three good dwelling
houseshoupeslax 16 feet milk and preespregs
house 46 rkig16 feet cheese hlousehouseouse 16

i tr IS18 feetsfeetteet dining hall za32 x 16 beetfeet
argaalga corrals lvereen acdo for immedi-
ate me whatha place lais known as
pleasant valley thehe north west
and southbouth sides steate skirted with
timber and on the eastbast by a volca-
no ridge 07 clean of umbertimber but cover-
edelijeill vilhwith grasbygrassyr brother orville
matismatig atlatr m
mmeeting hen after sas1singg
ingi and prayer eiderselders oliphant
J N smi thonu ttalivalij hinirley andprest snowshow addressedd abethe saintsprest snow quoted several amsapassa-
ges of Scripscripture and referred to the
parable efof the ten virgins applied
this to the latter day saints and
not to the world generally gavegavetiahigbig
viviewsevvsevva in regard to the united or-
der which is summed up in the
saying of jebusjenus love the lord
with allail thy heart and thy neighbor
asa thyself thoe who can do this
have the united order inim them at
thehe samepurne time the gospel teaches

uaus that every manmad woman and
child jabor to10 ustain them
selves or all initt their power to dobodo BO

by elder noble in
the evening conconversedconververbenversenseaseO aaas to the
propriety of opening a new

i
road

from this place direct to the grgrandand
falls on colorado bro
ilulithuberthuberiibertibers Burkburb having been over the
county pujou horseback proposed to
accompany tuethe party

october zawzao titarted at 9 10 am
andaud drave around the north end of
the valley and over a ridge ata d a
succession orof small valleys where
in portions of the year theithe water
settle bebeing

1

ink good for grazing
around the edges of theethese valleys
there arearp evidences that farming
babbaa beenbeem done at somecome time in
seven milea we strike asdalla small lake
tbthenenoneone nylie to panepine which
we travel down three abilesai liesiles ihenthen
on to cedar ridge and passed
through the cecedarsdamandand pines seven
miles thenzhen ahrthroughough a strip of dead
timber four miles to dry camp to-
day we passed and examined some

ruins A good route for
roAd thus far with veryvidy little labor
in down and trimming a
refeww more trees sanban francisco peak
about 455 miles westweal of our camp
bros hubert burke and warren BR
tenney and sonsou have been with baus
tb day and labored efficiently in
chopping down trees and moving
others

pasted through the
cedars again bemensemenbeven mile tobinto sansin
francisco wash found goodgoW water
in a tanktanie about 50 yards above
sheia WB entered the wash which


