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amt a restnest forfoz the faints yet
pogo wen bingeing and in our own mountain

home
that the lord god omnipotent

proscribed for opinion in libertys land
face we bondage misrule and disaster

yetchenvetYeteleneyeneenclen unto death by the truth may we
stand

and bobe leal to our lorland our masternaster
but soonerbooner the ocean be

and boonersooner may mortals enchain ittit
thanchannan soulssoula can be fetterettefetteredrodsrodl whom truth
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while the lord god omnipotentent relnolgaeth 1

the heralds of truth yet shall compass the
earth

and gatherkather the to tho carlercareer
thetho honest wiilwill welcome the tidings ol01

worth
undismayed by the wrath of the scornervernerEcorneronner

4 the lawlawet jehovah weneeds
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that the lord god omnipotent roIgneth

from the wise and the frodent the haugh-
tyI1 and high

the lottloftfethleth truthstenths are oft hidden
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the halt and the humble are hiddenbidden

through obedience the lordnord doth a witness
bestow
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timTHE greatly increased numbers of
israeisrael and the greatly diversified
and multifarious necessities which
armare occurringoccurringi and which increase
likeilke the branbrancheschea upon a great tree
call upon us each and all to seokseek
continually for the mind of the
lord that in all our varied minis-
trationstrations labors and duties we
may perform the same acceptably
to him and profitably to all of his
children not only to the balaessaints but
to thothe inhabitants cfallofallail the earthbarthinn
kamuch aaas they will hearken to his
word

we have avasta vast number of wit-
nesses and evidences of the mercy
the favor anand blessing of god unto
us as a people as weliwell aaas to our-
selvesaxes individually and as families
it being the privilege of all who live
faithfully in christ jesus to see and
acknowledge the hand of god in ajlall
things throughout their checkered
lives

this morning I1 am reminded of
someborne choice precious promises
which the lord has made to us in
the dispensation in which we live
having a peculiar application unto
us though like blessings may have
been promised to people in former
generations those now referred
to were given especially to the
saintsmints of the last days there
is one very significant saying in the
revelations you will find it lain the
doctrine and covenants section
beginning atati the verse it Is
as follows

thereforethemThereforo let not yournour hearts faintsaint for I1 PAenyeayy
not unto touyou as I1 saidbald unto your fathers
mine anselangel shall go up jou butt notnohno
naxy presen oo but I1 say unto you minee anseangeangel
hall go belorobeloreyouyou aanddaisoaisoalso my presence anandd

tnin time ye shallshw poises the goodly land

here is avery definite and dosirosipositivepositivetive
assurance that thisthia work is hisbisI1is that
hejae is particularly to figure in ii1

himself that he has not entirely
committed it otenaten to AD usas

represented in the parable so beau-
tifully expressed in thechebookbook of
mormon where the husbandman
calls upon his servants to come and
help him to prune his vineyard for
the last time we are given to under-
stand that BOso we are called to be
helpers to the lordlord our god to
prune his vineyard for the lastjast
time

we should not allow the cares bor
corruptionscorruptions of the world to lead us
to forgotforget that the work in
which we are engaged is the
lords work we should never
forget that the work to which all
are called God has undertaken to di-
rect himselfHimeelfeif especially as it wabwas
commenced in informerformer dispensations
but for obvious reasons remains to
be consummated and perfected in
the dispensation of the fullness of
times in which we live the lord
has alsoaleo told us specifically in his
revelations that it is his business to
provide for his people most en-
couragingcouraging word3 calculated to in-
crease confidence in the hearts oiof
all those who walk by faith before
him

furthermore he has condescend
ed to tell us in the revelations giv-
en through the prophet joseph
smith for behold I1 do not require
at theartheir the Elderelders biandashands to fightnight
the battles of zion for as I1 said in a
former commandment even so will
I1 fulfillfulfil I1 will nightfight your battles 313 1

doc and cov secsee ver 14
one after another passages might

be repeated relating to the designs
and purposes of god all going to
show that he has not let out the
work to be done by chance or to be
controlcontrolledolededbyby others but that hewill direct it himself

have weve not evidences of thosetheae
facts we have as pointed and con-
clusive evidence of thesethead things aal
ready before us aaas the apostle paul
had when he told the hebrews that
through faith the worlds were fram-
ed by the word of god through faith
abraham j when be was called to
go out intaintointa a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance
obeyed by faith he sojournsojourneded in the
land of promise etc letliet us look
at two or three prominent features
of our history for evidences of his
divine favor in overruling affairs for
our welfare according to the coun-
sels of his own will

in former times there was much
destruction of life and a great deal
of contention between the enemiesemles
of godsgoda work and his people the
latter have at different times gone
forth and that theby holy com-
mand of heaven to mortal combat
the lord hashns told us in his revela-
tions of the last days concerning the
laws which governed warfare in the
days of abraham of lehllehi and ne-
phi etc which are detail-
edd very minutely in the doc-
trine and covenants ho sayssaya

behold this Is the law I1 gave untoonto my
servant nephi and thy fathers joseph
and jacob and isa and abraham and
all mine ancient prophets and apostles

and again this is the law that I1 gatecaveat eunto mine ancients that they shoshouldaa not
go out unto battiebattle against any nation
kindred or people bavecave I1 theLlord commanded themem doc and botbovCOTcoy
sec wy93 T 332 33

penper an account of the laws thatjustify warfare the saints can readroad
this section from the verseverge to
the end

in those days there was more con-
tention or mortal combat permitted
and required in order to maintainthe rights of godscods people and es-
tablish righteousness before hisface when idolatrous and all man-ner of worship axceexcepttthatthat of thetrue and living god prevailprevailededamong the nationnations11 generally butit Is not gigivenven uuntonto us that we
should contendI1 with weapons of
mmwarr thathat inasmuch as wowe servehim hohe will nightfight our battiesbattles forus how has he donethis havewe forgotten how he managed to
keheepkeepepusus out of ththee late terrible fra-
tricidalidal war when our great coun-try was divided in a sanguinary
struggle how did he graciously
regard us it was by telling us to
arise and go hence

some of you well rememberSininwhat haste we gathered our
kalning substance in nauvoo leav-ing 0ourur homes in the winter seaseasongonson
and how we crossed the river on the
icofco history attests the fact that wowe
left none too boonBoonsoon to etcescapeapo tbthe0 dirodir0necessity of taking uplip weaponsWe ofapunaspona
war against our fellowfollow man thegreat reason why david vasvaa not a
owed to build a house to the lordllord

was because hebe had been a jsnman of
blood he had commenced 0too gatherbatherhisbis thousands of talents of gold and
liverilver together and was ready to

tulioguild lintbut the lord told ilfinhim hebe
should not that behe had henbeen too
much a manwanmanW AU of warahr hadhao shedkhem too

much blood but that he might get
the materials together and that
solomon hishix son should build a
templetemplo to his name it laIs plainly to
boveenheeen inan the wisdom of god that
thethesatheBahaintasaintainta are not to take that course
bunbutonbut on the contrary the lord re-
quires of them that they preserve to
themselves puripure hearts and clean
hands to build his temples was
not this a great and wonderful man-
ifestationife of hib loving kindness
was it not ait demonstration to a great
people of kilahis tender mercy in pre-
serving us from that fratricidal strife
that arose in the nation where Is
the heart that cannotcatitiot bebb thankful
for this here is one great
we may eaysay worldwideworld widewida de-
monstration of his kindness and
goodness to provide for his people
and to pieprepreserveserve them from dire
calacilacalamities the direst of calamities
that overtake the human family
letnotuslotusus then sensetense the feeling and
spirit of the ancient prophet
isaiah when speaking of the judg
ments of the latter days that the
watchmen should liftup their voices
and speak comforting words to zion
and what should they sayeay thy
god reigneth 11 that is the word to
Usas brethren and sisters thy god

11 let us learn to know
and beneefenee it put our trust in him
and learnleam that it is heereefe that builds
up nations and it is he that levels
them to thetho dustduet that it is hohe that
raises up and miesmakesmaces rulers and peo-
ple to become mighty in the earth
and that it is hohe that permits them
to go down into insignificance
shame and bontemcontemptt

how has it mabeen when our
enemies in our midst in violation
of a sacred principle of the consti-
tutiontu tionlion have saideaid that we should not

been wont ta
do in celebrating the anniversary of
our national iudependenceindependence and for
our own protection in thisthia new and
indian country and that too in ac-
cordancecordance with a provision of the
constitution when we submitted
in silence to this indignity what
has been wrought out in our behalf
As ifit the heavens took momentary
record of it from that day to this
the enmity that has existed among
the unprincipled low midand degraded
Lama upon our borders has
been hushedbushed to silence the manner
in which we have dealt with them
has been felt for good terrible
wars have been prevented by the
influence of the latter day saints
among themthemi until todayto day it is not
necessary that any in this region of
country should have arms to pro-
tect themselves unless it bobe from
professed friends Is there no god
in thibthia look all around us god
haahas made even our adversaries to beat peace with us he has made the
blessings of peace to be multiplied
arounarounddusus until the very occasionon
for weapons of defence laIs removed
the wicked had no sooner forbidden
us to bear arms when god in his
tender mercieshercles and parental solici-
tude removed the very occasion of
defence leaving us at peacepence with all
around 16us the glorious tidings
peace on earth and good willto man have come sounding

to us through the ages and theythey are
being echoed and re echoed tto0 us by
the voice of thosethese who hold ttheheikenskeyskess
of the kingdom and we see it not
only in word but in powertower and dode-
monstration of truth

these are none other than the
blessings of god unto us my breth-
ren and sistersfil we ought to think
of these things we ought to acknow-
ledge in gratitude this dispensation
of his providence and we should
makemako it our business to sanctify our-
selves before him yeayen let I1thehe man
thatt athihabhas takenstaken to illshla cupscupa depart
from them and let he who has
drunk of the spirit of the world and
who fraternizes with the ungodly
turn from the error of his wayswash
himself from tho filth of unright-
eousness and purify himself beforegod and call uren his name thathe may forgive and extend his par-
doning favornavor ititisla t be deplored
that there are eo many that azeare so
easily to be civilized by this damn-
ing civilization that has come
among us it is an occasion of sorrow
to the latter day saints that soBO
many are BOso easily drawn away to
affiliate with the ungodly whenwowe remember thothe mercies and bles-
singssinbin gll11 of god to us it is a ilnittingfitting timeto tturnurn audand heek his face and favor
afresh andnud renew our covenants
before nimhim and become worthy inhis sightbight

I1 might enumerate many other
instances of the goodness and mermercycy
of god unto usno howbow ho fed the buf-
feringfering saints with quails on the
bahk of tilo mississippi howho W hebentsent gulisgulls to rid us of the crickets
when they threatened usud with

here

I1 must refer to the time when the
lord permitted the united states to
send an army to utah it was told
to us that there were a million of
bayonets in the states ready to be
turned toward utah we did not
count them but we know the de-
tails of thatheir coming and how the
soldiery arrived here they came
with their mouths full of ribaldry
full of threateningsinge fullfuli of animus
and destruCtdestructionionibn towards presidentresident
young his family the Aapostlesposties
andaud towards all that were imme-
diately associated with them threat-
ening to hang them like hamanhainan
upon a tree but god in mahis mercy
before they got here very much
cooled their ardor and when they
arrived they came aaas harmless as
any ath of july celebratorscelebratory they
marched in quiet through our streets
no man daring to commitcommet an indig
anity as they passed

our heavenly father sanctified
this to our good for while they
scattered much means among us
beaPeaecarcelyreely an act ofhostility was cocom-
mitted

m
and when the time of terri-

ble destruction came they marched
away to the violence of death Is
not the hand of god to be seen
in if so should weiwe not ac-
knowledge with thanksgiving his
mercy in thus mamakingkingusus the objects
of such care we ought to bestow
the best efforts and energies of our
lives to build up his kingdom es-
tablish his righteousness and
make him our friend for time and
eternity

I1 would not dwell too lengthily
upon these things although they
show the divine goodness and ten
bernesdernes Is there a loving father
that deals more affectionately with
his children than this could the
lord deal more lovingly with us it
Is to be feared that his tender mer-
cies are so abuabundant and we become
so used to them as to grow ingrateungrate
ful

A few words in regard to the fun-
damentalda law established for theiguidancee of the people of this great
nation called the constitution of
the united states that instrument
was framed by our forefathers who
purchased the power to do so with
their blood they were men who went
into the ievolutionary war pledg-
ing theirthein lives their fortunes
their sacred honor and placed
everything they possessed upon the
altar cfof liberty the constitution
they adopted has been admitted by
european statesmanteEmansta to be the grand-
est palladium of human rights
known upon the earth the flagting of
our nation has commanded respect
in every part of this habitable globe
whether on land or sea

all representatives and officers of
the government state or national
from the highest to the lowest lift
up their handsbands to heaven and swear
that they will observe that consti-
tution and the laws of the nation or
state as the office may require to
the beat of their knowledge and
ability so help them god when
congress so far descends as to make
special laws and send forth its legis-
lative missiles to us bearing the
oderodor power and character of at-
taindertainder and ex dostpost factofacia I1lawsaws
when they can provide directdirectlyy or
indirectly for conviction without
trial lyby jury when they frame and
pass measures having for their ob-
ject the deprivation or spoliation of
rights common to all citizens and
that in direct opposition to the pro

of the constitution as ap
pearspeare on the face of the edmunds
bellgbill they themselves violate that
oath of office which they took before
god and their country they may
standing in high places think that
it does not become citizens to ques-
tion their actssets but citizens of this
republic are the sovereigns of the
nation and when the constitution
was created it was provided that
every power not granted by that in-
strumentment was retained by the peo-
ple public men in the true sspirit
of the constitution of our govern-
ment aroare the servants of the people
put in office to administer the will
of the people as defined in that in-
strumentment

when men in places forget
themselves and in violation of their
oaths dictate or forbid what shall or
what shall not be observed agas reli-
gious aitosritos they become amenable
to thothe higher laws and will have
to answer to thothe charge of perjury
to an immortal court
decisions mortals havehavo found no
mode of appeal by any bill of ex
captions

the principles upon which our
government iain founded are most ex-
cellentcel lent and to all intents and pur-
poses most satisfactory the great
and learned webster clayciny and
their contemporaries considered
tham a standard of alberty fsr

aboveabote that of any other country
upon our globe something that
every american had cause to be
proud of ifit the american nation
will be governed by its doctrines it
will extend to the whole humahhuman
family the precious boon of liberty
and will make this landlaud in reality
an asylum for the oppressed of all
nationsnatfoneione but we havidhave come toito A

time when congress
to dictadictatete our ethethicsleefee to declare what
we mayor may not accept as tenet
of religion this Is a right or power

I1 that is not conveyed in the consti-
tution but on the contrary con
gressgresa is expressly prohibited from
making any lawjaw establishing any
form of religion or preventing the
free exercise thereof this right of
worshippingworshipping god according to the
dictates of ones own conscience bh
the right of every american citizen

aside from whatat may be pro
bounced legal there iaIs an equity
side of the court to which all godgoc
fearing people have recourse one
principle of which the courts of the
nation seem to have taken no con-
sideration but which the latterlitter
day saints cannot afford to pass un
noticenoticedcip is this wherein it Is

given in the constitution that the
states shall make no jawlaw to impair
the obligation of contracts 1 wish
to ask the people not in the leblegal
sense but in the sense of equity of
righteousness and eternal truth ifff
the marriage relation Is not io aall
intents and purposes a contract
do we not enter into a covenant a

contract an agreement with oaroai
wives yes not only a contractcontrastanan
agreement of a civil nature as it iih
regarded in the world but our conCOD
tracts are of a higher order of a
more sacred nature extending as
they do in perpetuity from timeume in
to eternity now if it isin a viola
tion of states rights to pass a lawjaw
impairing the obligation of con-
tracts injit common Hnancial mstmat

isto it not a graver and
more serious violation of the consti-
tution to pass a law ththi
obligation of contracts as between
man and wife it Is laid down bj
the ecat eminent law writers of cm
country that properly maintained
marital relationship is the true babisbasil
of all human society it needs ththe

solemn covenants of husband and
wife to be taken into account and
then what follows the beasom
why contracts and faith in thenthem
should not be violated iaIs because ofa
vested rights that accrue unda
those conti actsacte and have you bwytay
vested rights my brethren and si-
sters under the contracts that youyon
llave made with your wives adtari
husbands have you not acquired
under those covenant aandsand contraelcontrack
the mostmoat precious ofor vested rights
those of bonssons and daughters altayou in the flesh these are po-
ssessory rights the vaine of ahiel
bear no comparison with any WE
that can be called goads or chattelwe look upon the increase of onor
families naas the foundation of OBoto

eternal dominion we cannot but lodloot
upon any handbaud impairingimparing the obliga
tion of these contracts as striking 4
the very root of our prosperioprosperityerioerivour children are our vested
growing out of these holy relationioiA
rights not only of a temporal but rf
an eternal and finally immortalimmortilfil

character and of the highest poepoa
ble consideration
I1 apprehend while I1 talk upon lithitthit

subject that it faverylavery improbable thuthai
the courts of ththea world would regedregard
these matters in any such light buWI1

they areoxe matters which pertain to

the laws of the livanliving god befort
whose court we shall all appear aruari
our rights bobe vindicated those wilghi
have undertaken to deprive us ithesethose rightslights will also appear and cd
suchbuch a writ of errors as will brinlbrint
them effectually within theuontion of the court

the lordleord hashaa given unto us thethea
rights which wowe are learning tk

which the world knoknof
nothing ofor Is it to be wondered it

that they do many things as di8
those who siewslew the saviorSvlor concernconcertcon cenacera
ing whom he said they knorknotnot what they dopdo

the rulers of our land have CBup
der taken to set snares for our fettfeet i

to bring us into subjectionsubject ion to theptherth a pt t

lotical will of the republicanRvepublican partypart i

to teach us how to promote party dihdit 1

cord bo oppressedoppreseed with heavy taidtuo
and become burdened with deladebt
letLetuus putfut our trust in thegod and see that while wetre violoviolate
DOno law of man unnecessarily thit
wowe do not violate any of the lavarilairs d
god BOso that we may bobe entitled to

his protection and that his blessiblessingnj
may ablabiabidedeVwithith us

not desiring to occupy too muchm
time I1 would exhort my brebrethrenthredthres
and bistersslaters to renew their
in trying to honorhoh or the lord by keep


