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“THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT
REIGNETH.”

A BONG DEDICATED TO PREST. JOHN

TAYLOR.

The day of redemption, so near is at band—
We can sing in despite of oppression;
But never, to meet e'cn a nation’s demand
Will we feign either fear, or depression;
The foes of our faith, like the biliows, may
foam
#But a rest for the Falnts yet remalneth,”
8o we'll sing and rejoice in our own mountain

home,
That *“‘the Lord God Omnlpotent reigneth.”

Proscribed, for opinion, in liberty’s land—
. Faoce we bondage, misrule and disaster;
Yet ¢’en unto death, by the truth may we
stand,
And be leal to our Lord and cur Master.
But sooner the ocean may quicted be,
And seoner may mortals enchaln it, -
Than souls can be fettered, whom truth
maketh free,
While “the Lord God Cmnipotent relgneth.”

The heralds of truth yet shall compass the
earth;
And gather “the wheat” tothe garper;
The honest will welcome the tidings of
worth,
Undismayed by the wraih of the gcorner.
The law ef Jehovah we needs must falfil,
We cannot reject nor disdaln it;
¢Tis “the hour of His judgment” and scoffers
will feel
That *the Lord God Omnipotent re'gneth.”

¢‘From the wise and the prudent,” the haugh-
ty and high,
The loftieth truths are oft hidden;
To ‘‘the feast of the Bridegroom” whose com-
iog is nigh,
The balt and the humble are bidden,
Through obedience, the Lord doth & witness
bestow,
‘Whoe'er thus desirsth, obtalneth;
And thus do His pecple assuredly know
That ““‘the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.”

Shall we barter our souls for a'natlon’s ap-
plause,
That denles us fair representation?
Are we traltore? Nay, verily, just is our
oause;
*Twill survive e¢’en unjust legislation.
The faith of the Eaints =hall astonish the
world,
And puzzle the wise to explain it;
Hosaona! hosanna! Truth’s flag is unfarled;
And “the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.”
Emivy Hivn WoODMANSEER,
Salt I.ake City, May Ist, 1882
— Woman's Exponent.
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THE greatly increased numbers of
Israel, and the greatly diversified
and multifarious necessities which
are occurring, and which increase
like the branches upon =2 great tree,
call upon us each and all, to seek
continually for the mind of the
Lord, that in =11 our varied minis-

trations, labors and dutles, we
orm the same acceptably

to Him and profitably to all of His
children: not only to the Baints but
to the inhabitants of all the earth,in-
asmuch as they will hearken to His
word. :

We have a vast number of wit-
nesses and evidences of the mercy,
the favor and blessing ﬁrf Glmt'.l unto

as a e, a8 well as to our-

ves jnmﬂunlly and as families,
it being the privilege of all who live
faithfully in Christ Jesus to see and
acknowledge-the hand of God in all
things throughout their checkered
lves.

This morning I am reminded of
some choice, precious promises
which the Lord has made to us in
the dispensation in which we live,
having a peculiar application unto
us, though like blessings may have
been promised to people in former
generations, those now referred
to were given especlally to the
Baints of the last days. There
is one very significant saying in the
revelations, you will find it ia the
Doectrine and Covenants, section 103,
beginning at; the 19th verse. It is
as follows:

Therefore let nct your heeris faint, for T eay
pot unto s @5 I sald unto your fathers,
mine shall f° up “em“‘ﬁ!l’.?’“ not
T4 hfmm a:l? ::'éumm’?"'m and
nﬂf -
n time ye ﬂhﬂmﬂma g land.

Here isa very definite and positive
assurance that this work is His, that
He is particularly to figure in i.
Himeelf; that He has not antlmlyi

gommitted it," even to angels: as

represenied in the parable, so beau- | much blood; but that he might get
tifully expressed in the Book of|the materials together, and that
Mormon, where the husbandman |Solomon, his son, should build a|

calls upon his servants to come and | temple to his name, It is plainly to

belp him to prune his vineyard for | be seen, in the wisdom of God, that | bay

the last time; we are given to under- | the Saints are not to take that course;

stand that so we are called to be|buton the contrary, the Lord re-|count them, but we know the de-
guires of them that they preserve to | tails of their coming
e hearts and clean |soldiery arrived here. They came

helpers to the Lord our God, to
prune His vineyard for the Jast | themselves ur
time. hands to bqu His Teraples. Was
We should not allow the cares o7 | not this a t and wonderful man-
corruptions of the world to lead us |ifestation of His loving kindness,
to forget that the work
which we are engsged is the] people of His tender mercy in pre-
Lord’s work; we should never|serving us from that fratricidal strife

in | was it not a detionstration toa great | Young, his family, the A

forget that the work to which all |that arose in the nation. Where is
are called,God has undertaken to di- | the heart that cannot bé thankful
rect Himeself; especially as it was|for this? Here is one great,
commenced in former dispensa we may gay, worldwide de-~
but, for obvious reasons, remains to | monstration of His kindness and
be consummated and

the dispensation of the fullness of|and to preserve them from dire

perfected in | goodness to provide for his people, |

I must refer to the time when the
Lord permitted the United States to
send an army to Utah. It was told
to us that there were a million of
onets in the States ready to be

turned toward Utah. We did not

and how the

with their mouths full of ribaldry,
full of threatenings, full of animus
and” dgestruttion towards Pmid:]i:
and towards all that were imme-
diately assoclated with them, threat-

ening to hang them like Haman |

upon a tree. But God in His mercy
before they got here very much

—

above that of any other country
upon our globe; something that
every Ameriean had cause to by
proud of. If the American natiop
will be governed by its doctrines, i
will extend to the whole human
lous boon of liberty,

family the prec

and will make this land in rn!l.z
an asylum for the o of
pations. But we hLave come {0}
time when Con has undertakey
L0 dictate our ethies, to declare what
wWe may or may not accept as teneh
of religion, This is a right or powe
that is not conveyed in the
tation; but on the contrary, Con.
gress is expressly prohibited from
making any law establishing any

cooled their ardor; and when they
arrived they came a8 harmless as
any 4th cf July celebrators. They
march ad in quiet through our streets

times in which we live. The Lord | calamities, the direet of calamities | no man daring to commit an indig-

has aleo told us specifically in His{that overtake the human family.

nity as they passed.

revelations that it is His business to | Let us then sense the feeling and
provide for His people. Most en-|spirit of the anclent prophet.
couraging word: culated to in-|Isalah when spea

crease confiience in the hearts of | ments of the Jatter-days that the|e=carcely

Our Heavenly Father sanctified
this to our good, for while they

king of the judg.|scattered much means among us,

an act of hostility was com-

all those who walk by faith before | Watchmen should lift up their voices | mitted, and, when the time of terri-

Him., and spea
Furthermore, He has condescend- | And what should they say? “Thy
ed to tell us in the revelations giv-| God reigneth,”” That is the word to
en through the FProphet Joseph |us, brethren and sisters, “Thy God
Smith, ‘“For behold I do not require rei‘gnuth.” Iet us learn to know
at thafr (the Elders) hands to fight | and fense it, put our trust in Him,
the battles of Zion; for as I said in a | and learn that it is He that builds
former commandment, even so will | up nations, and it is He that levels
[ fulfil, I will fight your battles,” | them to the dust; that it is He that
Doc. and Cov. Sec, 105, ver. 14. raires up and makes rulers and peo-
One after another passages might | ple to become mighty in the earth,
be repeated relating to the designs|and that it is He that permits them
and purposes of God, all going to|to go down into insignificance,
show that He has not let out the|shame and contempt.
work to be done by chanceor to be] How has it geen when our
controled by others, but that He|enemies in our midst, in violation
will direct it Himself. of a sacred principle of the Consti-
Have we not evidences of these| tulion, have raid that we should not
facts? We have as pointed and con- | beararms,which we had been wont to
clusive evidence of these things, al-| do in celebrating the anniversary of
ready before us, as the Apostle Paul | our national independence, and for
had when he told the Hebrews that, | our own protection in this new and
through faith the worlde were fram- | Indian country, and that too in sac-
ed by the word of God; through faith | cordance with a provision of the
Abraham, when he was called to|Constitution; when we submitted
go out into a place which he should | i silence to this indignity, what
after receive for an inheritance,|has been wrought out in our behalf?
obeyed; by faith he sojourned in the | As if the heavens took momentary
land of promise, etc, Let us look|record of it, from that day to this

at two or three prominent features|the enmity that has existed among|P

of our history for evidences of His | the unprincipled, low and degraded
divine favor in overruling affairs for | Lamanites upon our borders has
our welfare according to the coun-|been hushed to silence; the manner
gels of His own will. in which we have dealt with them

In former times there was much | has been felt for good. Terrible
destruction of life and a great deal | wars have been prevented by the
of contention between the enemies | influence of the Latter-day Saints
of God’s work and His people. The | among them, until to-day it is not
Iatter have at different times gone | necessary that any, in this region of
forth, and that by the holy com-|country, should have armsto pro-
mand of heaven, to mortal combat. | tect themselves unless it be from
The Lord has told us in His revela-| professed friends. Is there no God
tions of the last days concerning the | In thie? Took all around us, God
laws which governed warfare in the | ha8 made even our adversaries to be
days of Abraham, of Lehi and Ne- | af peace with us. He has made the
phi, etc,, which are detail-|blessings of peace to be multiplied
ed very minutely in the Doe-|&round us until the very occasion
trine and Covenants. He says: | for weapons of defence is removed.

Babodd' i 5 20 Meiw T kv mndc 5 The wicked had no sconer forbidden
sirvint Mouhl ‘end thy fa 0 my j us to bear arms when God in His

ers Joseph, | tender mercles and parental solici-

and Jacob, and Isanc, and Abraham. and
all mine anclent prophets and a ué:n tude removed the very occasion of

And again, this is the law that I gave defence, leaving us at peace with all
unto mine anclents, that they should not | 8round us,. The glorious tidings
2o out unto hatile agalnst any nation, | ““peace on earth and good w
kindred, tongue or people, eave I, the|to man,” have come sounding
:*;ﬂiﬁsﬂﬁ'rmg;%g? them. (Doc. and Cov., | to us through the ages, and they are

- — ‘ being echoed and re-echoed to us by

For an account of the laws that | the voice of thoee who hold the keys
Justify warfare the Saints can read | of the kingdom, and we see it not
this section from the 23rd verse to|only in word but in '‘Power and de-
the end. monsiration of truth.

In those days there was more con-| These are none other than the
tention or mortal combat permitted | blessings of God unto us, my breth-
and re uiredf In order to maintain |ren and sisters. We ought to think
the rights of God’s people and es.| of these things; we ought to acknow-
tablish righteousness fore His|ledge in gratitude this dispensation
face, when idolatrous and ail man- | of His providence; and we should
ner of worship, except that of the | make it our business to sanclifly our-
true and living God, prevailed |selves before Him; yea, let the man
among the nations generally. B“tl that his taken to his cups depart
it is not given unto us that we|from them; asd let he who has
should contend] with weapons of | drunk of the spirit of the world, and
war; that inasmuch as we serve|who fraternizes with the ungodly,
Him, He will fight our battles for | turn from theerror of his Ways,wash
us, How hsas He done'this? Have | himself from the filth of unright-
we forgotten how He managed to|eousness and purify himself before

keep us out of the late terrible fra- | God, ani call upen His name that
tricidsl war, when our great coun-

try was divided in a sanguinary
struggle? How did He graciously
regard us? It was by telling us to
arise and go hence,

Some of you well ‘remember’in
what haste we gathered our littlejre-
maining substance in Nauvco, leav-
ing our homes in the winter season,
and how we crossed the river on the
ico. History attests the fact that we
left none too soon to escape the dire
necessity of taking up wesapons of
war againet our fellow msn, The
greal reason why David was not al
lowed to build a house to the ILord,
was because he had been a man of
blood, He had commenced to gather
his thousands of talents of gold and
sllver together, and was ready to

doning favor. Itis t» be deplored
that there are g0 many that are so
easily to be civilized by this damn-
ing “civilization” that has come
among us; it is an occasion of sorrow
to the Latter.day Saints that so
many areso easily drawn away to
afliliate with the ungodly, When
we remember the mercies and bles-
sings of God tous, it is a fitting time
to turn =nd eeek His face and favor
afresh, and renew our covenants
befcre Him, and become worthy in
His sight.

I might enumerate many other
instances of the goodness and mercy
of God unto us, how He fed the suf- |
fering Saints with

k comforting words to Zion. | ble destruction came they marched

away to the violence of death. Is
not the hand of Ged to be seen
in this? If so, should we not ac-
knowledge with thanksgiving His
mercy in thus making us the objects
of such care. We ought to bestow
the best efforts and energies of our
lives to build up His kingdom, es-
tablish His righteousness, and
make Him our friend for time and
eternity.

I would not dwell too lemgthily
upon these things, although they
show the divine goodness and ten-
derness, Is there a loving father
that deals more afflectionately with
his children than this? Could the
Lord deal more lovingly with wus? It
is to be feared that His tender mer-
cies are 8o aburdant and we become

{ nation; and when the

qusils on the|

vuild; but the Tord told him he
should not, that he had been too |
much a man of war, had shed too

gent gulls to rid us of the erickets
when they threatened u® with
starvation here;

banks of the Mississippi, how He | poses
Itheir

s{n luaed to them &as to grow ungrate-
ul.

A few words in regsrd to the fun-
damental law established for the
guidance of the people of this great
natlon, called the Constitution of
the United States, that Instrument
was framed by our forefathers, who
urchased the power to do so with
their blood; they were men who went
inio the 1evolutionary war pledg-
ing their lives, their fortun
their sacred honor, and plac
everything they possessed upon the
altar of liberty. The Constitution
they adopted has been admitted by
European statesman to be the grand-
est palladium of human rights

known upon the earth. The flag of
pect

our nation has commanded res
in every part of this habitable globe,
whether on land or szea.

All representatives and officers of

the government, state or mnational,
from the highest to the lowest, lift
up their hands to heaven and swear
that they will observe that Consti-
tution and the laws of the nation or
State, as the oflice may require, to
the best of their knowledge and
ability, so help them God. When
Congress 80 far descends as to make
special laws, and send forth its legis-
lative missiles to us bearing the
oder, power, and character of ai-
tainder, and ez post faclo laws;
when they can provide, directly or
indirectly, for coaviction without
trial by jury; when they frame and
ass measures having for their ob-
ect the deprivation or spoilation of
rights common {o all citizens, and
that in direct opposition to the pro-
vizions of the Constitution, as a
on the face of the Edmun
ill, they themselves violate that
oath of office which they took before
God and their country. They may,
standing in high places, think that
it does not become citizens to gues-
tion their acts; but citizens of this
Republic are the sovereigns of the
onstitution
was created it was provided that
every power not granted by that in.
strument was retained by the peo-
ple. Public men, in the ftrue spirit

He may forgive and extend His par- | of the Constitution of our govern-

ment, are the servants of the people
put in office to administer the will
of the people as defined in that in-
strument.

When men in high places forget
themselver, and in violation of their
oaths dictate or forbid what shall or
what shall not be observed as reli-
gious rites, they become amenable
to the higher laws, and will have
to answer to the chargoe of perjury
to an immortal court, from whose
decizions mortals have found no
mode of appeal by apy bill of ex-
ceptions,

he principles upon which our
government is founded are most ex-
cellent, and to all intents and pur-
most satisfactory. The great
and learned Webster, Clay, and
contemporaries, considered
them a standard of liberty—-far

form of religion or opnvanting the
free exercise thereof; this right of
worshipping God accerding to the
dictates of one’s ewn conscience j
the right of every American eitizen,

s e, o 2 B
noun ’ is an
side of the court to whien .1%'53
fearing people have recourse. Oue
principle of which the courts of the
nation seem to have taken no con.
sideration, but which the Latter
day Salnts cannot afford to un-
noticed, is this. @Wherein it &

ven in the Constitution that the

tatesshall make no law to impair
the obligation of contracts. 1 wish
to ask the 8:: y not in the legal
sense, but 8 senee of equity, of
righteousness and eternal truth, §f
the marriage relation is not woall
intents and pu.r{;fau a contraet!
Do we not enter into a covenant,s
contract, an agreement with ou
wives. Yes; not only a contract,an
agreement of a civil nature, as it is
regarded in the world, but our eon.
tracts are of a higher order, of 3
more sacred nature extending
they do in perpetuity from time in-
to eternity. Now, if it is a viola
tion of Ststes rights to pass alaw
impairing the obligation of con.
| tracis in common tnanelal mat-
ters, is it not a graver an{
:no;-;l s-irim viuhg:;; of the Consth

ut O Pass # pairing the
obligation of mnmc?gl a8 hotgwéq
man and wife? It is Jaid down by
the most eminent law writers of ou

country that properly maintsined
| marital relationsh p is the true basi
of all human society; it needs the
solemn covenants of husband and
wife to be taken into account, and
then what follows? The resson
why contracte and faith in then
should not be violated is because d
vested rights that accrue unde
those contracts; and have you
vested rights, my brethren and sis
ters, under the contracts that yw
have made with your wives ani
busbands, have you not acquir
under those covenants and con tract

the most precious of vested rights-
those of sons and daughters give
you in the fleeh?  These are po
sessory rights, the wvalue of whid
bear no comparison with any thiy
that can be called goods or chattek
We look upon the increase of o
families, as the foundation of ou
eternal dominion, we cannot but lod .
upon any haud imparing the obligs
tion of these contracts as strikings
the very root of our prosperil
Our children are our vested right
growing out of these holy relat
rights not only of a temporal but
an eternal, and flnally immorii
character, and of the highest post
blf mniientinn.

apprehend while I talk wpon thil

subjectthatitisvery improh%o;thn
the courts of the world would regard
these matters in any such light, tul
they are matters which aln
the lJaws of the living befor
whose court we shall all appear ani
our rights be vindicated; those wis
have undertaken to deprive us ¢
these rights will also appear and &
such a writ of errors as will briy
them effectually within the jurisd
tion of the court,

_The Liord has given unto us thes
rights, which we are learning #
appreciate,but which the world knes
nothing of, Is it to be wondereds
that they do many things, as df
thoss who slew the Savior, concen
ing wbom He eaid, “They knof
not what they do?”

The ralers of our land have
dertaken to set snares for our fee!
to bring us into subjection to the p
litical will of the Republican parlj
to teach ushow to promote party di¢
cord, be oppreseed with heavy tax
and become burdened with deb
Let us put our frust in the Hvin
God, and see that while we violat
no law of man unnecessarily, the
we do not violate any of the lawsd
God, mwﬂ;ﬂ: we n{:la{hbe entitled 1
protection and that his b
may abide with us, —_—

Not desiring to occupy too mud
time, I would exhort my brethre:
and sisters to renew their diligent
in trying to honor the Lord by keep




