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CORRESPONDENCE,
The Mnﬁyi-*rhn hﬂnh — Preach-

ing—-Baptizing—Gathering—Good
Health, Ete,

BIBMINGHAM ‘ |
ST e 21, 1877.

To Bishop Edward Hunter:

Dear President—I have been in
this far-off country between four
and five menths, during which time
my labors have been en in the
Birmingham ° Conference, which
comprises six counties, namely,
Hereford, Worcester, Nurtham%ton,
Warwick, Stafford, and Shropshire
Since I came here I havy
and visited a great many cities, the
principal ones of which are Bir-
mingham, Wolverhampton, Dud-
ley, Wom e, and a number of
smaller * in what is called |
the Black Cou , in which the
manufacture of iron, brass, &e., is
the prineipal industry, which trade
at the present 1is. very slack,
causing untold distress and suf-
fering. * I ‘have &lso  visited
Northampton Wellingbotu, Rug- |
by,Highham Ferrers, &e.,in North-
amptonshire. Some Beautiful tracts
of agriculture, groves of timber,
rained eastles, greet you on
every hand, g1so beautiful flocks of
sheep, the finest I eversaw. The
prineclpal industry is the manufac-
ture of shoes, which are made, a
great many of them, from our
American leather, and the trade at
present in this braneh is very good
on account of the heavy demands
from the army. |

‘The Baints in this conference are
very mpuch scattered, as we find a |
few in.almost every town and vil-
Jage, and they really appear like
the gathering of grapes when the |
vintage is done, as in a great many
instances most that are able have
been gathered out. Since I eame
here I can say I never enjoyed my-
self better and felt as much blest of
the Lord as I have w hile traveling
and preaching the gospel to the|
Saints and sinmers, which I have
never let an opportunity slip of do-
ing when presented, which has
been very often. When we could
not get an opportunity of preaching
in public,we have called the Saints

|

C
together in private honsés, and the | P

‘Saints really rejvice.in the privilege |
of our visits with them. Iin some
places we find they are not privi-
leged Lo have a meeting in their
houses, -having been forbidden to
do so by theclergy and landlords at
the of 'their bread and dinner
-and bainf turned out of doors, par-
ticularly if they are old people. We
have been kindly treated by
the Saints and a great many strang-
ers, who invite us to their houses to
apend the evening, that they may
learn particulars about our country
and people, not wishing to know
much about our religion, but gen-
erally -before our visit terminates
we gel an opportunity of telling
them all abeut. our principles, and
they almost invariably invite
us to renew our visits, and many
to-day are investigating the views
of our faith in consequence of those
visite.  While religion of any kind
is not much called for, only where
there is money in it,still we are
adding a few occasionally te our
Chureb; and the spirit of investi-
gation is on the increase. I had the
privilege of baptizing some myself
at Nurtﬁampt.oi, lasfl E:epk, very
_ e people, and the prospect
is that a number of others will be
still added from this section. The
spint of gathering is greatly on the
increase amongst the Saints in this
country, and they are deing all
they ean by saving their penaies to
bring about their deliverance. Some
are anXxiously looking for assist-
ance from the friends and relatives
they have in the valley. Could
they be encouraged to assist them
it would. be & great God-send
fo - them, for the poverty and
trouble which slare them ia
the face, and the dark aspect
that is before them, are very dis-
tressing and bespeak harder times
gtill ahead,for wickedness,debauch-
ery,and all kinds of evil are greatly
on the increase in this country.
The Saints in Utah cannot too
highly prize and appreciate their
resperous and peaceable mountain
t-lim' surrounded ﬁ:fh plenty as
A0y are, compared wilh any por-
tion of the werid that I have as yet

D.
F-Béiﬂﬂﬂ L came to this country m
health has been exceedingly good.
1am probably twenty pounds light-

—

have travelled |

about fourteen inches and not less
than one foot in diameter, and fit
them en the journals on the ends of

lum

{well with the tar and then go

an uphill business is a truism not

I
I have been greatly blest of the
Lord since I came, and by his hel
I do not intend that the time shall
}Jﬂ without me beinf busy in do-
ng all the good that I e¢an.
Brother George Atkin, of Tooele,
is here, and diligently laboring in
copjunction with myself for the
dissemination of truth and for the
good of the Baints of this country.
Elders Wheeler, of Cottonwood,
and Judd, of St. George, are also
laboring in this conference.
Your brother in the gospel,

JOHN ROWERBERRY.
i

A Grasshopper Machine—The
Neltlement,

SUNSET, Yavapai Co., Arizona,
March 21st, 1877,

Editor Deseret News :
While resding a copy of the}
DESERET NEWS 1 short time ago

I read the description of a device
for the destructien of grasshoppers,

that was to place a keg or can of |#ermonizing therefrom with much

coal oil over the water ditch, and
to let the oil mingle with the water.
I think this a very geod scheme
and one that if put in practice
would be the means of destroying
a great many hoppers. Several
years ago I thought of a very simple
device for the destruction of grass-
hoppers. I will describe it te you,
and if you think it worth while to
publish it in your paper you are at
liberty to deso. My plau is to take
a piece of scantling, three inches
square, or two by four will de,|
round off each end for about three
inches; make two small wheels

the scantling; near the centre and
at equal distances from each wheel,
bore two holes and insert two pieces
of light scantling for handles; take
a couple .of boards, fasten one to
thee of the other,fasten them to
the scantling, letting the oue that
is edgewise come next to the
handles; on the lower edge of the
board that lies flat upon the scant-
ling, fasten a small strip of thin

i)er-, 80 that it will project above
the board an inch or two; this will
complefe the machine. All that
now remains to be done is to ure
lenty of coal tar, and with an old |
whitewash brush cover the face of
the boarde with the tar, and wheel
the machine amongst the grasshop-
pers. As quiex as the boards are
covered with hoppelS mix them

:ihaad again and so repeat the opera-
on. -

We are getting aleng out here as
well as we can. If all is well we
shall have the water down to our
fort Tn a few days, distant from the
dam about five miles. The weather
is warm and pleasant. The health
of the Feupla is good. Our fall
wheat is coming up. We have
about 50 acres of wheat planted in
all. Brothers Smith and Balinger
have left for St. George to attend |
Conference. We have plenty of|
room here for good Latter-day
Saints. We have a day and Sun-|
day school, both well attended.

our brother in the gospel of
Christ,

|

GEORGE DABLING.

t P

Preaching and Prejudice—Training
of the Youth-Unity and Har-
mony,

CoLuMBIrA, Lancaster Co., Pa.,
March 12th, 1877.

President John Taylor.

Dear Brother—Some four months
since myself and Elder Whitney
uitted the **City of .the Saints.”
Most of this time we have spent in
Luzerne, Bradford and Lancaster
Countieg, in this State, spreading
the Gospel seed in every availaole
manner. To admit that it has been

—

i

|

only verified jn our ewn personal
E:ﬁgrianua, but also, I am led to

ieve, in the diligent labors of
many, if not most, of our Elders.
We are not, nor have we been, des-
pondent, notwithstanding our ear-
nest endeavors to do our fellow-
creatures the good they most cer-
tain]ly need have not assured us of
very encouraging results, It is
barely possible that after many days
the bread of life cast upon the
troubled waters will return to us
with gratifying fidelity.

We bave hired places to preach
lacarded the towns at my
Eemnn expense, and when we

ave applied the second time to ob-
tain the same halls on the samé con- |

in and

er than what I was when I left
Salt Lake City. I can travel six or
eight miles and preach in the even-

ing without being much fatigued, | tural or unreasonable, but beeause

o e S - = w =

ditions we have been denied, not
because our doctrines are mnscrip-

P | sills of se tarianism and threaten-

| churches and halls being sealed

contests with the gospel of Christ,
as taught by our

jeet. You are thoroughly acquaint-

This would
had a goodly number of very inter-
esting
ings, in which the

| geod, or good of the greatest num-

- E— —

we are undermining the very mud-

ingthe destruction of the craft and
the consequent income of the mod-
ern Pharisee, In every respect the
Lord’s system of salvation and re-
demption in the 19th ecentury is as
unpopular as the same system was
in the first century of the Christian

|era. The proudand selfish condi-|

tien of society is such, it seems, that
men will not believe the truth.
In consequence of the doers of

against us, we are,per forece, obliged
to content ourselves to spread the
glad tidings through more con-
tracted channels.

The prejudice against us is very
great. Let an Elder put in an ap-
pearance in a tewn, city, or county,
and the parsons are immediately in
arms, circulating the stories of
apostates, and if but one anti-Mor-
mon book is in the neighborhood it
is bandied from house to house as
the book of books, the preachers

greater concern than from the Bible.
In fact the Bible is the wvery last
book the sectary thinks of in his

iders.
I need not amplify on this sub-

ed with it in all its details, having
spent a lieftime in the vast field of
theological gcience, combatting the
dogmas of sectaries in many coun-
tries of the globe,

I trust you will not conclude from
the foregoing that we have not had
any meetings of a public nature.

X oung.

SANPETE COUNTY,
March 30th, 1877.

Editor Deseret News:

In these days of fluctuations this
one great fact is apparent to me,
that many of the yoath are not for-
tified by any divine knowledge of
““the work” in which they were
born, raised, and baptized; Lhat the
greater and preceding baptism of
the Holy BSpirit has not taken
place. A list of generalities and.
specialities can be pleaded by the

and of converting efficacy so far as
they are concerned, but the young
man stands confused when assailed,
and equally se when the doctrines
of the Church are assailed. His
lack of knowledge of the Bible and
the works of the Church, and of his

the age, urged by wily, educated
man, sent here for the purpose of
undermining the young men, is
apparent every day. The young
men by hundreds look not beyond
the acts of men, supposing all to be
true of the shortcomings of men,
If to be born of the Spirit is the
greatest prerequisite of all things
for testimony in dark days and
hours,when men beiray w.en,when
men who have eaten the sop of the
covenant of the greatest of all sac-
rifices, Christ, together, have fallen

no word, the heavens closed as it
were, the apparently miraculous

e iucorrect, as we have

public meet-
ly Spirit bas
been powerfully manifest on the
side of trath, and we hope to hold
a good many more of the same
sort. |

1 can at least partially appreciate
the concern of the apostle in the
spread of the gospel and e-pecially

and gratifyin
Ho

|

suspended, &nd man left to himself
hauging on his own cross, then the

Spirit is the all in all
auswerable arguments of holy
writ in favor of the doctrines
taught by Joseph Smith may con-
vince, but an argumeutative con-
viction is not a conversion, neither
isa conviction of miracles or unex-
piainable providences, for these
happen to all, conclusive, nor the

in the home development of the
science of eternal lives. While it
is painful to note the indifference
of quite a few of the gathered peo-
ple of God, it is nevertheless pleas-
ing to contemplate the steady ad-
vancement of the work in its en-

|

tirety. I maintain that the future
prosperity of the work depends
much on the proper pract.cal train-
ing and éducation of the youth in
Zion. Ifour children can be made
to realize that in a few years the
veterans — both sexes — of the
Church will of necessity transfer
the responsibilities of the kingdom
to their shoulders, and that they |
must bear it off, those of an ad-
vanced state of adolescence would
take this matter seriously to heart
and qualify for the near future.

I am fully persuaded that the
normal condition of the Saints is a

call, but a total una

primitive one, in 'which allshould
feel a dependency, espeecially, on
the Lord, through their personal
eflorts to attain (o such slatus as
will develop into the best manhood
and womanhood, not formal per-
sonal ends, but for the genearl

ber.

In past and current history, we
see that where class distinctions
are the rule of society a great deal
of irritation and uneasiness always
obtains and the further spread of
the work is greatly retarded. (For
significant pertinent illustrations
vide Book of Mormon, page 218,
pars. 3, 4, 5; page- 445, par. 2; and
page 492, par. 7.) Hence the neces-
sity of great unity and the neces-
sity of such equality before God
and man, in dollars and ecents, in
education, &¢., 88 may be consis-

tent with the other conditions of
the people.

It can hardly be expected that
harmony will obtain, er that it
can be successfully promoted among
a people part of which live in afflu-

ence, ease and indifference, de-
manding the inside of the side-
walk and the highest seats in the
synagogue, while the other portion
is drudging through life’s toilsome
journey, scarcely able te keep soul
and body together. Suppese these
twe anomalous conditions existed
in a single family—the children the
offspring of the same parente—how
much harmony could we expeet to
find in such relations? 1 epine
that which will apply to singie
families will apply with equal force
to
and naticns.

ples in cowmunities, States | others

sayings or remarkable rehearsals of
what to us onlder heads are positive
clinchers and lperhaps make us in-
vulonerable, satisfying to the young.

I have noted, in my frequent at-
tendance on the Y. M, M. I. A,
the dearth of aeq
holy writ, and when distinctive
features of our faith were proposed
for the next night, and ten to a
dozen persons selected (o spe
thereon, that same dozen would
¢heerfully respond and would stand
up and confess an obedience to the

cquaintance
with the subject. m:g

Admitting the shortcomings of
many to be true, this by no means
proves the position of Joseph Smith,
the Church, and its glorious doc-
triaes untrue, ' It has, in the con+
fliet and whirlpool of certain *‘liter-
ature,’”” afforded me great pleasure
to vindicate the dead and living
prophets, and my unanswerable ar-
guments, unanswerable because be-
yond controversy, have caught the
listening ear, the susceptible will-
ing hearts of my hearers, and have

power to combat the sophistry of |

asunder, when perhaps no vision, |

triumphant baptism of the Holy |
The un-|

uaintance with |

uk |

I3

rllnuwladgem Experience for the | pliant praying on the corner ‘of the

streets,the sophistically drawn con-
trasts of the imported Pharisees,find
weight and some color? The laurels
of own souls abroad are memorable
indeed, but we fathers and mothers
need your missionary help at home.
Our hearts ache for our children.

Our Rachels will not be comforted
because they, our children, are not
plainly, definitively. I love, vener-
ate the truth and call of Joseph
Smith, believe in his successer,and
the perpetuity of the work, but
have a keen desire to see my own
family saved, by missionary help,

added to mine,from the maelstrom

older ones, comforting, satisfying, | ofinfidelity.With God in the heart,

an empty purse, asking only to do
good, no alms asking, prayer in
secret, public, and with and upon
the sick,who shall count the revivi-
cations and the truly converted to
God? - ANON.

o
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PONTIAC, :
Oakland Co., Mich.,

March 27, 1877.
Editor Deseret News:

Myself, in company with Elder
W. M. Palmer, are laboring in this
State as missionaries. We came to
this place yesterday for the purpose
f holaing meetings here. We ex-
pected to get the Court House, but
court is in session now, and they
have evening sessions, so we cannot
have the room, but the sherifl tells
us we can have the court room
when court is adjourned.

There are plenty of balls to be
bad here, if we had the money to
hire with. We have been preach-
ing at Ortonville, twenty-three
miles morth of here, have created
an interest in the minds of some;
others are bitterly opposed, an
they have closed their houses
against us. There is a great deal of
prejudice bere against our people,

and we receive some tion.
0. H. mnnm.

o

The Promontory—Extensive View—
 Ahe Lake—-iIhe Valley—~The Des.
ert—The Settlement,

-

x Elder Co.;
_ April 10, 1877,
Editor Deseret News: i B
The Promontory is a peint of
mountain that runs into the Great
Balt Lake, and is about twenty-five
miles long by five to ten miles
wide, situated south of the C. P. R.
R. It is mostly covered with grass,
with but few sage patches, and has
sustained from four to five thou-
sand head of stock through the
winters during a period of ten years
past, and about one-fourth of that
number during the summers, but it
Is like all other wild ranges in Utah
iving out fast. It has no aaﬂw“’il‘tﬂ-
er, but a good ‘deal of cedar is
found on the west slepe. The shores
of the lake around the  Promontory
are mostly covered with cebble
stones except a few poiuts of rocks

PROMONTORY, Bo

i

acted as oi) on the troubled waters.

Yet this has been but, I fear, tem- I

porary, for the missionary labor in
pulpit and fireside is wanted here,
men to travel without purse or
scrip in Utah, sermons on the doe-
trines, the earnest spiritual life of
the day, the convictious brought
home by the power of the Holy
Spirit. This eflected, the referen-
ces to persecutious, &e., will be in
place. But these references to our
experiences will not suffice in these
days of individually required
knowledge. Our haranguesare not
trained, disciplined, and logical de-
ductions. The day and hour of
broad assertions and generalities is

d,te some extent,and whether
in the missionary
abroad, the irrestibility of - the
Holy Spirit, the collaterals of holy
writ, and a godly life of the dispen-
sers of the word, are essential to
suecess,

I listened a few days ago'to a fine
argumentative effort of a divine,
and hissophistry seemed to paralyze
his opponents, and grandly assert
that EE could with ‘*‘tongues
more than ye all’’ his knowledge of
languages, and went off in a blaze
of glory. All men have not the gift

{'of Timothy,nor his research of holy

writ. The spirit of God, of Jesus, to
love and save souls, the self abne-
gatinn;, the daily sacrifice of his for

good must characterize the
true wmissionary. Oh! how wide,

I remain your brother in the gos-
pel. A. MiLTON MUSSER.

cret discovered, because he thanked _

.

tiemuan whe offered him & seat.

They tell the story in New York that a| morals, the
man aressed in female clothes had his se- worldl
A ool rarEJ
bick

how glorious a field in Utah! In
this age of skepticism, large ideas
without God as the centre and eir-
with the laxity
eagerness for self in
the dickerings and

cumference,

goods
gs, is |

field at home or|

P

and in passing by ‘those on a
stormy day when the Jake is arous-
ed und with its heavy waves and
sea like appearance dashing against
the rocks makes one think of walk-
ing along the sea shore in the' days
of childhood in father land. There
isthe same old natural soufid break-
ing en the esr, e S

If you ascend some of the highest
peaks above our settlement you
have one of the finest sceneries to
be met with in Utah. You have
the Great Salt Lake on ‘both sides,
like a panorama cast down at your
feet, and while gazing beyond to
the east the principal cities of Box
Elder County are F: full view, and
a little to the south of east those of
Weber County, and still further
south the location of the cities of
Davis County are visible. ' 1f you
turn to the west there is a much
greater expanse of the briny ele-
ment, studded here and there with
a number of islands, lJike monsters
ping from the deep. You also

ve a full view of the C. P; R. R
from the time it leaves the June-
tion City to the time it climbs the
hills west of Keiten, , «There are
openingsin the mountains south of
]Euon, on the west side of the

ake, that imparts an in

from this eminence that the lake
tended a great deal further west

ward, but a wvisit te that, coun-

try, about two years ago,  dis

proved the impression, exhibiting

of

{ awonder that the

a vast ameunt of desert

with scarcely a speck of anythi
green growing wpon them and
ing so0 low one would na
think that if the lake rose a few
feet higher it would cover all tha
vast region. Five to ten miles west



