'"_

386 THE DESERET NEWS. July 9
~ . . _ - i o e 5% . X
‘EJ' R counsels which Jesus Christ revealed | *““Which sometime were disobedient when | hear it in the spirit. Now, this was a | not in the same condition as the :
DISCO SR in times of old, and whicn He has re- |.once the long suffering of GGod waited in the | speat work, Let us consider it for|rial of the old body, because 1??:(1
BY newed to His Church in these latter | Cays 0F Boall, whil€ the ark wits a prepar- iy poment. Jesus stayed upon the |been quickened and made Spirity)
times by present revelation. While | [3¥: JFHETEU TN, HHAL 1S, CIght Souis WETC | earth but a very short time, and His | But the idea that a spiritual body i
EB EHAS W PENB[]SE we depelid Rpof $06 B0 aoa. 004 e W sphere of labor was very limited. Iis something that cannot be seenis inegy_

' ' s | Christ that we nay obtain the remission| Thatis what Peter says in regard to | ministry lasted about three years; for rect. Spiritual substance Is tap,

DELIVERED

In the Tabernacle, Salk Lake City, Sun-
day afternoon, June 8th, 1854.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE,

@hrist’s last words on the cross—True faith
in Christ exhibited by obeying his com-
mandments—Popular belief that Christ
has done everything needful--His work
not finished on the cross—Present revela-
tion and ancient scripture — Where was
Jesus during the time between his death
and his resurrection ?—Preaching the gos-

_pel to the dead—Christ’s resurrection—
His body raised—He obtained the keys of
hell and of death—He became ** the resur-
rection and the life ”—The other sheep of

" Israel’s fold—Jesus among the Nephites—
Their record, the Book of Mormon—His
work among the lost ten tribes—Works
yet future—The resurrection of all that
are in their graves—The redemption of
the earth—The victory over Satan—Mean -
g of, “It is finished.” What mankind
have to do to be saved—Essentiality of
gospel ordinances — Recapitulation—Ex-
hortation to good works.

I have been requested to address the
congregation this afternoon, and arise
to d%r so. I trust that I shall have the
attention of the congregation and the
faith and prayers of the Latter-day
Saints, that the Spirit of God may
rest upon me to enlighten my mindand
suggest such thoughts to me as will be

mggga.ble for this congregation to re-
Plect upon. The Elders of this Church
nave been commanded of the Lordto
seek diligently for His Spirit, and when
they are called upon to speak inthe
name of the Lord to speak as they are
moved upen by the Holy Ghost, and if
they have not the Spirit they are not to
teach. The Gospel in ancient days,
the Apostle says, came not with entic-
ing words of man’s wisdom, but in
demonstration and power of the Spirit.
The Latter-day Saints believe in that
doctrine and look for the inspiration
and whispering of the Holy Ghost in
all their public exercises, and the
servants of God in this Church have
been led to understand fully that by
their own wisdom and understanding,
and learning, if they have any, they
are not qualified to preach the éospﬂl
of Jesus Christ. It mustbe preached,
if at all, under the influence of the
Spirit that cometh from God and by
w%ich alone the things of God ean be
discerned. Yet at the same time they
are commanded to ‘‘seek out of the
best books words of wisdom,’’ to seek
for knowledge ‘‘by learnmg and by
study and by faith,” and to ‘‘treasure
up in their hearts continually the
words of life.”” The promise Iis
ﬁi]ven to them that when it is needful,

e Spirit ot God shall rest upon
them and take of those things which
they have treasured up in their hearts,
and bring forth things both new and
old for the beneflt of those who listen
to their words., I trust that this after-

noon this good Sprit will not only rest ¥

upon the speaker, but uPﬂn the hear-
ers, that we may all be edified together
and that we all may be able to sce eye
to eye. .

I will take a text of Scripture as a
. foundation for some remarks this
afternoon, and if I am led by the Spirit
of the Lord, will endeavor to convey
some thoughts in connection with th
P e. It will be found in the 30th
}e:ll'lﬂne of the Gospel according to St.

onn:

When Jesus therefore had received the
vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed
his head and gave up the Ghost.

We are partaking this afternoon of
bread and water in commemoration of
the death and sufferings of Jesus Christ
our Savior, the bread representing His
body, and the water, in lieu of wine,
representing His blood. We do not
use wine in the sacrament, because
the Lord has told us not to use wine as
a beverage, and not to use it in the
sacrament except it be “pure wine of
the grape of the vine, of our own
make.”” Water being the purest ele-
ment that exists on the earth, we use
that in lieu of the wine, under the di-
rection and approval of our Heavenly
Father., We believe, therefore, 1n
Jesus Christ, that is, in Jesus of
Nazareth, who was called the Christ,
and who died on Calvary, being ]iuut to
death by the Jews—we believe in the
atonement which Christ wrought out
for the haman famiiy by the shedding
of His blood; and in token ot our be-
lief we, on the sabbath day, or on the
Lord’s day, the first day of the week,
break bread and drink water to com-
memorate His death and suffer , to
show him that we believe in Him;
that we are willing to give evidences
of our faith not only by words, but by
our works; that we are willing to take
upon us His name and keep the com-
mandments which He has given to us,
and also to show that ﬁe be?iieEe in
His coming n as ng o S
and Lord of Lords to reigh over the
face of the earth, and also in token of

of sins, and enter into the Kingdom of
our Lord, we also believe it is abso-
lutely necessary to do those works that
Jesus Christ bas commanded. Our
faith, then, is a faith that includes or
is exhibited by works. We do not be-
lieve that that which is called faith—
which simply consists of belief in
Jesus, belief that He lives, belief that
He died for the world—is suilicient.
That is not a saving faith. We beheve
that that which will bring people to
salvation is a faith that is exhibited in
carrying out the commandments and
counsels of Jesus Christ, and that this
is the meaning of the text which says,
“‘Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved.”” Baut it is often
claimed by professors of relizion,
and by professed teachers of religion,
claiming to have authority to preach
the Gospel, that Jesus Christ did all
the work that is necessary for the sal-
vation of the human family when He
died upon the cross: that He finished
His work on the cross, and, therefore,
there is nothing left for the {nhabitants
of the earth to do. And in support of
this idea this text I have just read to
you is very often cited:

“When Jesus therefore had received the
vinegar, he said, it is finished, and he bowed
hig head and gave up the ghost.”

From this text the idea has gone
forth into the world that this work
that Christ pertormed upon the cross
was the finale of the work of salvation,
that nothing else remained to be done,
that Christ has done it all: that he has
finished His work forall the inhabitants
of the earth, and all they have to do is
to look to Him and they will be saved.
Now, we regard this as a very great
mistake, and we regard it so because
of the commandments and revelations
of God to the Lutmr-d&y Saints, in
this age of the world. e believe in
the Bible, the books of the Old and
New Testament; but we do not take
our faith from that book. We do not
depend upon it for our ideas in regard
to religion. The doctrines and princi-

les which we believe have come down

rom God to us in this age of the world
by present revelation; but they corres-
ond with the doctrines taught by
esus and by His Apostles in ancient
times. And so we very often refer to
the scriptures in proof of the truth of
that which we teach. We, having re-
ceived the Gospel in our own time by
direct revelation from God, preach the
doctrines that God has revealed, and
refer to the old scriptures in truth of
that which we advance.
- Now, I will endeavor this afterneon,
in the first place, to show vou from
the scriptures that Jesus Christ did
not finish His work for the salvation
of the human family when he died on
the cross; that there was considerable
to do and considerable was done, as
we find on record. The meaning ;of
this passage we will endeavor to un-
derstand before we get through.

Did Jesus Christ filnish His work for
the salvation of the race when He
| bowed His head upon the cross and

ave up the ghost? No, we say, and [
k the scriptures will bear us out in
this view. On the third day after this
occurrence, one of His disciples,
a woman called Mary, was in the ear-
den near where He had been buried,
and a personage appeared there, whoin
she supposed to be the gardener. She
had learned that the bodv of Jesus
was no longer in the tomb; and she
stepped forward to speak to this per-
son whom she supposed to be the gar-
dener to ask him where they had taken
the body. Jesus—for it was Jesus
himself—called her by name. She
rang forward as though to embrace

im, and He said, What?

“Touch me not, Mary, for I am not vet as-
cended to my Father; but go to my breth.
ren, and say unto them, 1 ascend unto my
Father, and your Father: and to my God
and your God.” John xx, 17.

Now,it appears from this that though
Jesus Christ gave up the ghost,
that He died on the cross, that His
lifeless body was taken down from the
cross and laid in the tomb, He had not
been to the Father.” Touch me not:
for I am not yet ascended to my
Father.” Now, the question arises,
where was Jesus during the time that
elapsed between His giving up the
host and the time when He appeared to
ary in the garden on the third day?
Where had He been? we know where
His body was. His body was putina
sepulchre, in a new tomb hewn out of
the rock in which no man had lain. A
stone was placed at the door thereof
and Roman soldiers were placed as
guard. But where was Jesus, the real
person, the intellizent being that came
out of that body, the ghost, the spirit,
the reality, the personality of Jesus?
For the real man is the immortal spirit
of man, and the real Jesus was that
living being that came from the Father.
Jesus declared He came forth frow the
Father and was going to the Father.
In his prayer recorded by St. Johu he
said: **And now, O Father, gclorify
ttlmu me with thine own selr with the
glo
world was.” He had come and taber-
nacled in the flesh for a season. Where

which I had with thee before the |

the matter. Jesus was putto death in
the flesh but quickened by the spirit,
by which also He went somewhere.
While His body was lying in the tomb
Jesus went away. Where? Not to the
Father. He was not vet ascended to
the Father when He met Mary in the
garden. Where did He go? He went
and preached unto the spirits inpris-
on, which sometime were disobedient,
when once the long-suffering of God
waited in the davs of Noah. Now,
that is a new doctrine to the people of
this generation, but it was an old doc-
trine to the ancient saints, and isa
doctrine with which the Latter-day

Saints are familiar: not from reading
that text, but by the revelations of
God through the Prophet Joseph Smith
to them, by which they learn that de-
parted spirits, people who have dwelt
in the flesh and who have not had the
privilege and opportunity of hearing
the Gospel preached while they were
alive, will, in the due time of the Lord,
have the same Gospel that is preached
in the flesh preached to them in the
spirit world., If a people have lived
upon the earth at a time or in a place
where the Gospel could not reach
them, they wiil hear it alterwards in
the spirit world, and even those who
had the opportunity of hearing the
(zospel here in the flesh and have not
received it, after they have suffered
the vengeance of (od in the place
prepared in the eternal punishment
(for the punishment is eternal, it al-
ways exists, but is meted out to the
children of God as they deserve, some
| being beaten with many stripes, some
being forgiven after they have suffered
a certain portion of penalty, while
others who sinned against light and
knowledge must pay the uttermost
farthing for their transgressions) after
people have cone through this elernal

unishment of God, then again they
have an opportunity of recelving the
Gospel, but they will never attain to
that degree of glory, honor and exal-
tation in the presence of (od thatthey
might have attained unto had they re-
ceived the truth when first pres ented
to them.

Now, then, here was a people who
lived upon the earth in the-+days of
Noah. Noah was a preacher of righte-
ousness, While the ark was preparing
he ‘JI‘EHChEd to the people. We are
told he preached 120 %eara', as you may
find by studying the Book of Geneses
and its chronololy. But the people re-
jected his preaching. They rejected
the truth WEiE]l Noah brought to them
hence they were swept off the face o
the earth. Where did they go? They
went into prison, as the Apostle Peter
calls it, and Jesus went and preached
to them. What did Jesus preach to
them? That is the nextquestion. If
He carried out the prophecy delivered
by Isaiah, He went to preach deliver-
ance to them. For the Prophet [saiah
spoke in regard to the Lord Jesus, who
quoted the words of Isaiah on a cer-
tain Sabbath day when He went to the
synagogue and ‘‘stood up for to read,”
and this 1s what He read:

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me;
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek:; he hath sent
me to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are
bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of
the Lord.

According to that prediction of Isa-
iah, when Jesus weunt io preach to the
gpirits in prison He went to preach
deliveranbe to the captives: to open
the prison to them that are bound: to
prociaim the acceptable year of the
Lord. Now, let us read a little further
from the Epistle of Peter, 4th chapter,
and 6th verse:

For this cause was the Gospel preached
also to them that are dead, that they might

be judged according to men in the flesh
but live according (o God in the spirit.

Peter is speaking in regard to two
classes of persons, as you will find in
the 5th verse of this same chapter.

Who shall give an account to him that is
ready to judge the quick and the dead.

He was speakinz in regard to the
quick, that is, those that were alive,
and in regard to the dead, those that
had gone into the spirit world. Then,
says-He, “‘For this cause was the Gos-
pel preached also to them that are
dead.”” For what cause? *‘That they
might be judged according to men in
the flesh.,”” Tihey were not men in the
flesh, they were dead. The Gospel
wias preached to them that theyv might
be judged the same as men in the flesh
are judged, having heard the Gospel,
and live according to God in the spirit.
So Jesus haviag bowed His head and
given up the ghost went and preached
to the spirits In prison who were diso-
bedient in the days of Noah. He
Hreaﬁched the Gospel to those that were
dead.
captive; and as the Apostle says, when
He ascended up on high. *““*He led cap-
tivity captive, and gave .gifts unto
men.”’

Here is a work that Jesus Christ did
after He bowed His head and gave up
the ghost on the cross. His work was

til He was thirty vears of age, when He
was baptized by John in the-river Jor-
dan. e went around abeut Palestine
unlr. He did not go outside of the
Holy Land: for as He said, **I am not
sent but unte the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.”” His labors were

His Church and Gospel there and or- |
dained His Apostles that they might go
outinto the world.

Go ve into all the world and preach the |
gospel to every creature. He that believeth
and is baptised shall be saved: but he that
believeth not shall be damned. And these
signs shall follow them that believe.

spirit world and preached the Gospel
tnere and established FHis Church there,
which opened a far greater and more

formed on the earth,

flesh.
the earth when Christ ministered in
the flesh, but all the generations of the
f!eparte-:f were in the spirit world. He
established His work among them, and
opened a greater work in a wider field
than He could possibly find on the
earth, in the very nature of things. No
doubt when He went there He took
with Him the thief that repented on the
cross, the thief who said, “‘Lord re-
member me when thou comest into
thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto
him, *“Verily I say unto thee, to-day
thou shalt be with me in paradise.”
He did not go to the Father, He did
not go into the Kingdom of heaven
where some imagine the thief went.
Jesus went and preached to the spirits
in prison, and no doubt the thief heard
there with the rest of them. Buat leav-
ing that part of the subject, is there
anytliing else Jesus did after His death?
Yes. After preaching to the spirits in
rison, He took up His body, the same
ody that lay in the tommb. He said
when He was upon the earth:

I lay down my life that I might take it
again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay
it down of myself. 1 have power to lay it
down and I have power to take it again.
This commandment have I received ot my
Father, John x, 137, 1%

And it was necessary in the work
that He had to perform for the salva-
tion of the race, that He shouid take
up His body and become ‘‘the first
fruitsof them that slept.’”’ So, after
His body had lain in the tomb for
about three days, the angels came and
rolled away the stone from the sepul-
chre, The Roman soldiers placed to
guard the tomb fell down as if they
were dead, and when they came to
themselves they found the body had
~one. Jesus Christ appeared in that
Body to His disciples as He appeared
to Mary. He showed them that it was
His body. Some have the idea that
when a man dies and his spirit goes
out of his body he is resurrected. That
is not the case. He 1s not resurrected
until his body is raised up. The de-
parture of the spirit from the body is
not the resurection. Jesus took pains
to make His disciples clearly under-
stand this. They were gathered in se-
cret for fear of the Jews—s0 we read in
the Gospel according to St,John, XX
chapter, 19—while thusgathered Jes-
us appeered unto them and said:
‘“Peace be unto you.” We read in
Luke xxiv, 37 that

They were terrified and affrighted, and
supposed that they had seen a spirit.” But
Jesus =said unto them: *“Why are ye trou-
bled? and why do thoughts arise in vour
hearts? Behold my hands and my feet that
it is I myself; handle me, and see; fora
spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye =ee me
have.” And while they believed not for
joy, and wondered, He said unto them:
Have yve here any meat? And they gave
Him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an
honeycomb. And He took it and did eat be-
fore them.

What for? To show them that He
had taken up His body from the tomb.
Thomas, who was not
occasion, would not believe when told
that Jesus was raised from the dead.
Butafter eight days again his disciples

He preached deliverance to the |

were gathered together and Thoinas
' with them, He appeared ip their midst
and said to Thomas, **Reach hither thy
'finger, and behold my hands’’—where
the nails went throuzh—*‘and
reach hither thy hand, and thrast it in-
to my side”—where the spear was
thrust in as He hung upon the cross—
“and be not faithiess, but believing.”
' Thomas had to believe then, and Jesus
| saidy, “*Thomas, because thou hast
'seen me, thou hast believed: blessed
care they that have not seen, and yet
| have believed.”

Jesus, then,took up Hisbedy from the
Ctomb, Some, perhaps, will object and
' say that according to St. Paul [I Cor-

inthians, xv, 50], ‘‘flesh and blood cany- |
_ God.” |8
That is very true. But Jesus did not | ) | :
‘Hﬂj’ people living upon that gontinen

00t inherit the Kingdom of

‘appear before them in a body of flesh
{and blood. His body was a natural

He did not commence His ministry un- | although not tangible in the same
that our bodies axe.
a higher
see it by the natural eye, but yoy
see it by the spiritual eye, and'
who have a spiritual body
it visible, by
by laws they understand, to
confined to the Holy Land, in a very ' who are in the natural body, if
limited sphere; but He established | sons in the natural body are quickeg

'mortal, spiritual body—a body thatjy

L of the blessings of the
: : S ' Such a perfected being can obtain fi
So He said, as we find recorded in the |
last chapter of St. Mark. Now, as He

reached on the earth and established |
is Church here, so He went into the |

' blessings, wnile am
mighty work than that which He per-
Why? . Because | joy all things.
s0 many more millions of people exist
in the spirit world than exist in the
Only one generation lived on !

It is matte

grade of matter. You

nd you cay
power nfcal}noa;ﬂ:g
e

per.

the

by the Holy Spirit for the purpose.
Jesus Christ, then, when He wy
raised from the dead was raised anj

flesh and bones—abody that couldy
take of all the good in the lowerdg
ments as well as the spirit can party
icher elemey

the heavens above, from the earthh
neath, and from all the bheights &
depths of this great universe, alll
joys and benefits and intelligence g
glory that they contain. A spirit wif
out a tabernacle can only enjoy certag
immortal spi
in an immortal, celestial body, can ¢
A Jesus Christ becal
the first fruits of them that sleg
What for? That He might become
resurrection and the life. Here i
creat work yet to be done; for all th
are in their graves are to hear the voj
of the Son of God and come forth,—§
we read in the 5th chapter of John g
28th verse. Said the Savior:

Marvel not at this, for the houar 18 comi
in the which all that are in the graves g
hear His voice, aud shall come forth; fi
that have done good, unto the resurree
of life; and they that have done evil
the resarrection of damuaation.

But that work, the resurrection
the dead through Jesus Christ, wk
the resurrectionand the life, isa w
yvet in the fature, and does not
long to this branch of our subj
After He had preached to the spintst
prison, as I have said, He returned g
took up His body, having the keys
hell and of death, as we read infi
Book of Revelation, 1st chapter, |
verse, when He appeared toJohna
the Isle of Patmos He said: '

I am He that liveth, and was dead; v
behold, 1T am alive for evermore, Amen @
have the keys of hell and of death.

How did He come in possessiol
them? By goingright into the re
of Satan, the regions of the damp
He grasped the keys of hell, and ¢
back, seized the kevs of death a
took up His body, and finally ascende
to His Father, where He obtained al
pov.t'ﬁr both in heaven and oz th
earth. ‘

resent on this

ot the ancient, ruined cities o

Now, had Jesus Christ finished His
work then? No. There is somethil
else He performed that is not gene
known. I will refer to the 10th ch
ter of the Gospel accoiding to St.J
16th verse.

And other sheep I have, which are nob
this fold ; them also I mnst bring, and th
shall hear my voice: and there shall bes
fold and one shepherd, ¥

When the angels came and sang
the birth of the Savicr that we readt
in Luke ii, 8—14, while the shephes
watched their flocks at night, the by
den of their song was, “Glory to (@
in the highest, and on earth pes
good will toward men.” Andthes
gel said, ““T-hold, 1 bring you go
tidings of great joy, which shall be
all people.”” Now, the zospel wh
Jesus preached in person, and wi
His Apostles preached in the regi
round about Palestine, was only |
livered on one side of this globe
the eastern continent, and in a W
small circle at that. At the samef
there was a great continent exis
far a.way—t.he land in which we!
live. e1e there peopic dwelling v
this land at the time whet Jesus)
in Jerusalem? Undoubtedly, The
dences of their existence can be fo
in mauay parts of this great contin
Their ruined cities have been disco
ed, and the travelers and antiquar
who have exammed the relics |
figured up that many hundreds of 3
ago a numerous people must
dwelt upon this land, an intelli
f)litﬂdple,' an industrious people, a ¢
zed people to a great extent at le
and the American Indians, as wes
them, appear to be the remnants
those that lived before. Now, J
speaking to His Disciples, concer
His sheep, the sheep of Israel, in.
X, 16, says: 9

And other sheep I have, which aren
this fold; them also 1 must bring. and

shall hear my voice: and there shall b
fold and one shepherd.

The tidings of great joy concers
the birth of the Savior, and the ¥
ing of the Gospel, was to be to#
PEOPLE—''peace on earth and @
will toward men.”” Were the built®

s LU

‘Where had they come from? BOU
i’ Jerusalem where Christ and HisaPv
| tles administered. This land, theW

western continent at that time? ¥

5t-

ern continent, was not then disevered
by the people of the eastem AeHl-
here. They knew nothings _tilﬁ-
undreds of years rolled away DeIOI

(the eastern) knew of the uiﬁanﬁﬂfl

our fellowship one with another, as|was He during the time Ilis spirit wis | not finis=ed. He would not have ful- | ¢ before He was cr. citicd. When it | this land (the western), let alone
brethren and sisters, believing in the | ghsent from His body? Let us read | filled the predictions coneerning Him | @s raised from the diad it was a spir- | peopl¢ living npon it. Now, we bav
same God and in the same Savior, and | what the Apostle Peter says about it. | if His work bad fimshed then. He ! <albody. He was quckened by the & book called the Book of Mof | l:lf
lmkingfnge&he same salvation. Nﬂ“’f {lﬂt Epistle of Peter 3rd chapter, 1%, | went to the spirit world and preached | cirit. There was no blood in His | which was translated by the FTOPIY
while we ieve in the atonement of | 19 and EJ?EI'E«EE] to men in the spirit as He had preached | @ins. That was shed for tiie remis- +J1ﬂﬁﬂph Smithy by the gift and _Wf'l'.:t-
Jesus Christ, in the ¢ WAPE Which “For Christ also hatl 1 < to men in the flesh. As He established | onof sins. He came forth a spirit | God, from metallic plates, - ﬁ'cmfn'
He wrought out for the human-family, Mtas.: tho Sust 1ot L. Jailh ong ¥ ;““f{ﬂ ed for } yric Church upon the earth among men | i body. Hisbody was quickened by | tence of which was revealed to i ©)
doing something for them which they | 505 0 FE o hetha DAt o QBIE might §in the flesh, so He went into the spirit | ~pirit, It was not governed by the |anangel of God. He peceived Sinst
Eemﬂn;: ait;)iif: Btowdﬂu ﬁ'é’ﬂé“i’ﬂf‘ﬁﬁf}ﬁ“ ﬂE%, but quickened o1 the Spirit : world and established His Gospel and i;urue laws that bound ié.hg lliﬂrtﬂéhﬂﬂ}' llﬂlﬂ.‘*‘iﬁ; he t:g““lﬁ“-‘d %ﬂﬁ?ﬁa‘ﬂi;
€ ! ¥ which also he w nt and preached un- { Church there, so that those -whe or it was an immortal body, ut ye | which were there upon: i
the laws and commandments an v gz ‘ MRS T S lation which ke has given to us i

to the spirits in p: 1t was a tangible body, a material body;

not heard the Gospel in the flesh might



