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theithe colony when the most terrible and
gloomy accounts of droutha in new
south wales were written those which
havebave afforded such abundance of sen-
sationalsat ional material to later writers hav-
ing no personal knowledge of the aus-
tralian colonies the nearest place from
which supplies could be obtained was
the cape of good hope those were
the days of slow sailing vessels and
the delay and difficulty experienced in
obtaining the necessary supplies
naturally assisted in magnifying the
terrors of drouth but those times
have passed away rail-
ways and ocean steam navigation have
completely revolutionized the situa-
tion moreover only a comparativelycomparativelV
small portion of the island continent
was settled

with the progress of settlement came
A change for a drouth does not by any
means affect all the austrian colonies
at once and the aeed of one becomes
met by the of another so

that droutha have become shorn of their
olden terror and it is only in the pas-
toral districts the australian dry
country that they become formidable
but even there the utilization of vast
subterranean supplies of water by
means of artesian wells is effecting a
bright and welcome change then
agaagainin drouthadrout hs as a rule cover but a
comparatively little area seldom or
ever involving the whole of a colony
even of new south wales at once and
it teIs a common thing when a district is
visited by a drouth to move the live
stock to another in which water and
fefeedad fireare plentiful it may alsoalao be
mentionedm in connection with the losses
of live stock that the frequent super-
abundance of grass and water continu-
ally tempts the pastorspastoraliststs to overstock
their runs so that the feed fallsfails much
earlier than it otherwise would the
subjectabject is an easy one torfor exaggerated

word painting and the employment of
startling but unreal verbal coloring

under a hot and copper sky a
lurid light upon an awful scenescene of

death and desolation the I1 sun rises
on a hazy morning vallssails in a white
heatbeat through a cloudless sky and sets
a round red ball of fire etc are
characteristic examples of this inflated
style it must be admitted that serious
asassa drouth is at any time the impres-
sion conveyed by such language is
cruelly untrue and sets the imagination
to work tipon false information

ILAaa BATTLE

2625 per associat-
ed press dispatch boat dandy via
kingstonking ston jamaica june 26 copy-
righted 1898 bythe associated press

the initial fight of col woods rough
riders and the troopers of the first and
tenth regular cavalry will be known in
alothistoryry as the battle of la Qua sina
that it did not end in the complete
slaughter of the Ameriamericansdans was not
due to any miscalculation in the plan
of the spanish for as perfect an aam-
buscade

m
as was ever formed in the

brain of an apache indian was pre-
pared and col rooseveltKoosevelt and

71 wehis men walked squarely into it
porfor an hour and a half they held

their ground under a perfect storm of
bullets from the front and sides and
thenthan col wood at the right and col
roosevelt at the left led a charge
which turned the tide of battle and
sent the enemy flying over the hills
toward santiago

it is now definitely known that fif-
teen men on the american side were
killed while sixty were wounded or
weare reported to be missing it is im-
possibleposisible to calculate the spanish loss-
es6 but it tois known they were far heav-
ier4 than those of the americans at
eaon as regards actual losses of life

already thirty seven dead spanish sol
jira have been found and buburiedried

while many others are undoubtedly
lying in the thick underbrush on the
side of the gully and on the slope of
the hill where the main body of theenemy was located the wounded
all removed

that the spaniards were thoroughly
posted as to the route to be taken by
the americans in their movements to-
ward sevilla was evident as shown by
the careful preparations they had
made the main body of the spaniardsaads
was posted on a hill on the heavily
wooded slopes of which had been erect
ed two blockhouses flanked by irregu-
lar entrenchmentsments of stone and fallen
trees

at the bottom of these hills run two
roads along which col rooserome
belts men and eight troops of the first
and tenth cavalry with a battery of
fourfo ur howitzershowit advanced these roads
axeare but little more than gullies rough
and narrow and at places almost im-
passable in these trails the fight oc-
curred

nearly half a mile separated roose
belts men from the regulars and be-
tween them and on both sides of the
road in the thick underbrush was con-
cealed a force of spaniards that must
have been large judging from cheterthe ter-
rific and constant fire they poured in
on the americans

the fight was opened by the first
and tenth cavalry under gen young
A force tfof spaniards was known to be
in the vicinity of la Quasina and
early in the morning col roose
belts men started off up the precipi-
tous bluff back of siboney to attaattackck
the spaniards on their right flank gen
young at the same time taking the
road at the foot of the hill

about two and a half miles out from
siboneyboneySl some cubans breathless and
excited rushed into the camp with the
announcement that the spaniards were
but a little way in front and strongly
entrenched I1

quickly the hotchkiss guns out in
the front were brought to the rear
while a strong scouting line was thrown
out then cautiously and in silence
the troops moved forward until a bend
in the road disclosed a hill where the
spaniards were located the guns were
again brought to the front and placed
in position while the men crouched in
the road waiting impatiently to give
Roosevelts men who were tollingtoiling over
the little trail along the crest of the
ridge time to get up

ae a in gen young gave the
command to the men at the hotchkiss
guns to open fire the command was
the beginning of a fight that for stub-
bornnessborn ness has seldom been equaled ththee
in stant the hotchkiss gunsgims were fired
the hillsideshill sides commanding the road gave
forth volley after volley from the mau
sers of the spanish

dont shoot until you see something
to shoot at yelled gen young and
the men with set jaws and gleaming
eyes obeyed the orders

crawling along the edge of the road
and protecting themselves as much as
possible from the fearful fire of thespanish the troops some of them
stripped to the waist watched the base
of the hill and when any part of a
spaniard became visible they firedand
never foror an instant did they falter

one husky warrior of the tenth cav-
alry with a ragged wound in his thigh 1
coolly knelt behind a rock loaded and
firing and when told by one of his
comrades that he was wounded
laughed and said oh all right
thatchati been there for some time

in the meantime away off to the
left was heard the crack of the rifles I1

of col woods men and the regular
deeper toned volley firing of the span
ish over there the american losseswiewere the greatest

col woods men with an adadvancevance
guard well out in front and two cuban
guides before them but apparently
with no flankers went squarely into
the trap set for them by the span
larislards and only the unfaltering courage
of the men in the face of a fire that
would make even a veteran quail pre-
vented what might easily have been a
disaster As it was troop L the ad-
vance guard under the unfortunatecapron was all surrounded and but
for the reinforcements hurriedly sent
forward every man would probably
have been killed or wounded

there must have been nearly 1500
spaniards in front and to the sides of
us said col roosevelt today
when discussingthe fight they held
the ridges with rifle pits and machine
guns and had a body of men in am-
bush in the thick jungle at the sides of
the road over which we were advanc-
ing our advance forward struck the
men in ambush and drove them out
but they lost capt capron
thomas and about fifteen men killed
or wounded

the spanish firing was accurate so
accurate indeed that it surprised me
and their firing was feaxfearfullyfully heavyteavyIf 11

1I want to say a word for our own
men continued col rooseveltevery officer and man did his duty
up to the handle not a man flinched

from another officer who took a
prominent part in the fighting more
details were obtained when the fir-
ing began said he
velt took the right wing with troops
G and KX under caits 11llewellynewe 11 yn ananddjerkins and moved to the support ofcapt capron who was getting it hardat the same time col wood and maj
brodlebrodie took the left wing and advanced
in open order on the spanish right
wing maj brodie was wounded be-
fore the troops had advanced KH
yards col wood then took the right
wing and shifted colacci roosevelt to the
left

in the meantime the fire of the
spaniards had increased in volume
but notwithstanding an order for a
general charge was given and with a
yell the men sprang forward col
roosevelt iniii front of his men snatcheda rifle and ammunition belt from a
wounded soldier and cheering and
yelling with his men led the advance
for a moment the bullets were sing-
ing like a swarm of bees all around
them and every instant some poor fel-
low went down

on the right wiling capt meola
tooktock bad his leg broken with a bullatbull at
from a gun while tourfour of his
menmem went down at the same time
caba luna of w w w
capt luneluna of troop FP lost nine of hieblis
men then the reserves troops K and
E were ordered up col wood wath
the right wing charged straight ekait a
blockhouse yardsyardaya rda away and col
roosevelt on the left charged at the
same time up the men went bellint
like fiends and never stopping to re-
turnt the fire of the spaniards but kept
on with a grim determination to cap-
ture that bockhouse

that chargechame was the end whenyards of the
the spaniards broke and ran and for
the first time we had the plplea ur
which the spaniards btoad been elpe
rien all through the engagement
of tAng with the enemy in bight

in the two hours fighting during
which the volunteers battled with a
concealed enemy enough deedsdeed of hero
tern were done to IIIfill a volume one
of the men of troop E desper
wounded was lying squarely bebetweenfanthe lines of fire surgeon churchchura hur
rived to hishig side sadand with bulletsbuilt defting all around him calmly dressed themans wound bandaged it and walked
unconcernedly badirbacic soonoon
with two men endand the letter thetb


