150

ago. Poor creatures, they had only
one religion, They were poor, low-
ly tent mokers, fishermen and car-

nters. They did not know

ow to make even one re-
ligion in those days, and had
to call upon God to provide one for
them. They had not sufficient in-
genuity to establish anether, nor to ef-
feet improvement in the old one.
But in these days religious science
has been the means of creating
scores of new religions, and that, too,
without God’s her; though depend
npon it If cter and Paul,
and John were on the earth todu{',
they would not exchange theito
systeni, which fitted and worked so
well in every way, for any that ex-
ists in our peneration, even with all
the others thrown in.

I feel sorry for you, Mr, Editor, jn
discussing and arguing againet evils,
wicked men, and measures that ex-
isted in the long ago. You cunnot
help those suffering people now.
But hello! what’s that nolse in the
streets awakening me from my
sleep? Why, the newsboys calling
out the various editions of the news-
papers, and informing us of those
who have gone down to the *shades
of Washington?*’ to tell bad things of
the Mormons. Friend,
are right after all!

OaDEN, Jan. 16, 1888,

Our correspondent should take the
DEsfERET WEEKLY, 73 1t comes
nearer his ideal of what a paper
should be than any other we Rnow
of. [Ep. D.E. N.] ==

STATEHOOD.

This morning the Commitles
on Tcrritorles of the House of
Representatives met to héar argu-
ments in reference to the ad-
mission of Utah as a Btate. A
formidable delegation of ““Liberals®
had arvived, under the impression
that a desperate attempt was being
made to push Utah into the Union
at one strlde. They found every-
thing quict, the House in a dead-
lock, and on the 9th inst.,when they
supposed this huge effort was to

u
he commiittee were present and
there was no appearance of war or
of any demonstrations in that line,

| we have obtain

LRE

of theCommittee: This is the fifth
time that the majority of the people
of Utah hive appeared at the bar of
Congress and petitioned for adinis-
sion as o Biate. At first we were
told that our numbers were insuf-
ficient and that we were without the
self-sustaining  qualifications  re-
quisite for a sovereign community,
|and so we were relegated, l:Pr the
organic act of Utah, to a condition
of territorinl  tutelage, until we
should gain the strongth and ex-
perience to fit us for the higher

James | sphere of statehood. But in our Iater

. applications for admission it has
been conceded lﬁﬂin and again that
ed ali that was lack-
ing in the beginning, in the way of
numhers anil resources, and yet our
prayers have not avalled to give us
membership in the great family of
Btates. L shall endeavor in the re-
marks which I makeon this oecasion
to show that the withhelding of this
sneresd boon is an net of injustice to
a patient, patriotie, industrious and
Inwaliding people. .
And at the outset of my remarks
I desire to remind you of a few per-
tinent facts which history has re-
corded, in undying characters, upon
the annals of the republie.

On the 24th day of July, 1847,
when the “Mormon” pioneers en-
tered the GreatSalt Lake Valley,
ajl that part of our great nation lying
west of the Missourl River was an
uninbabited wildernese — a harren

desert. These brave mon and cour-
ageous women blazed the way across
prairies, over mountaing and through
rugged deflles which have since be-
.come the great highway of nations,
from the Atlantic to the Pacifie.
They opened up this new country
and demonsgtrated that luman exis-
tence could be maintained in the
midst of ruthless savages, ferocious
animals and deadly insects. By a
gystem of irrigation, for which they
had no precedent, tl’ley succecded in
transforming the scene of barren des-
olntion, which met theirgaze as they
emerged from the deep cennyons of
:,il;e Wasateh, into an earthly parn-
5.

Through follow ing their example
and partaking of their indomitable
courage other colonktes have been

forth, only a few members of | grmed and other commonwealths
[ercated, until today we can point

with- pride to five great States and
nine populous Territories that have

Their coming precipitated the very | pegn “carved ont of the inhospitable
thing they fearcd. doy was set|iiderncss ot 1847. Ho that the
for a hearing, and this morning at| «yermong’? have not only been the
10 . m‘il the time “g)l‘:mwd' Judge | pigneers of the 1nter-mountain regi-
Jere Wilson, with Delegnte Caine|qspn "1yt the pioneers of the Great
and F. 8. Richards, Esq,, ehairman | ywigt that part of our nstion which

of the Utah constitutional delegn-|pids  fair to become a
other | jinye factor in the destiny of the Re-

tion, were on hand. On the
gide were Governor West, E.
Ferry, J. R. McBride and last,

engrer for the fray.

'he proceedings did not pan
out to suit the opposition, ap-
parcntly, for Mr. ichards, in-
troduced by Mr. Caine, made an
address which ecreated 9 prefound
fmuression and signs of grent un-
eaﬂﬁ‘ness were exhibited by all the
liberals, especially the Clovernor.
The following is a synopsis of the
argument of ¥. 8. Richards, Esq.:

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen

but | publi 2
J - wealy 3
not least, Patrick H. Launan, anlthlf??llu‘rzg:;;gt :f?‘té,e

control-

c.

ople,who braved
wilderness and
the hardships of the desert, wanting
in patriotic devotion and allegiance
to the country which gave them
birth. Although driven trom their

homes in Mlssouri and Lllineis, be- |

eause of thelr religlous beliefs and
ractices, they could not quench the
hirst for liberty which they had in-
herited as a sacred bLirthright from
their patrlotic fathers, who had
gained undying fame and won Im-

mortal lnurels in the service ot thelr
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loountry during the revolutionary
war and the struggle with Great
Britain in 1812,

8o strong in them was this love of
country that it prompted as one of
thelr first acts on reaching the val-
ley—then Mexican soll—the unfurl-
ing of the glorious stars and stripes
on Eupsign Deak, ns they poured
forth their songs of joy and prayers
of gratitude for the Divine guldance
and preservation which had carried
them safely through their perilous
journey in the wilderness. At this
i time five hundred of thelr brethren
were regularly enlisted in the mer-
viee of the United States, nnd were
taking annctive part in the war with
Mexico. Atnlate date sone of these
very men became the first discover-
ers of gold in California, and from
| thom went forth the clarion note

which drew a stream of wealth-
seckin;.f humanity across the contin-
{ ont in 1849 and 1850,

! 1trust that you will excuse me,
gentlemen of the committee, for de-
taining you with thisbrief historical
recital. My purpose in so deing hns
been to show what kind of men our”
fathers were, and to assure you that
the fire of liberty which burned in
their souls has n transmitied to

their children,

1 was born in Salt Lake City, and
Utah lias always becg my home.
My great-grandfather was a revolu-
tionary seldier, my grandfather
served in the war of 1812, and une of
my fathel’s brothers lost his life in
the war with Mexico. Will it be
said that T have no ¢iaim on the
sacred heritiyre of lberty for which
these men fought and bled? I
mention my own case because it is
like thousands of young men in
Utah, whose mouthpiece I am on
this oceasion. We love the glorious
institutions of what we believe to be
the only government on earth
tounded on Divine inspiralion, and
it is repugnant to every impulse of
our naturce to remain in territorial
vassalagze, when we know that we
are eatitled to the rights of free-
men, It is for the purpose of con-
vincing you, gentleinen, that we are
{ 50 entitied that I now appear before
the committeo,

Mr. Richards then gave in detail
particulars of the population, wealth,
rusourees, prospects, and condition
of the Territory, showing beyond
controversy that it possesses all the
materinl qualifications for statehood.
He further explained the exteat of
the school system and its non-secta-
rian ¢harncter.

“Every Indieation,” he said.
‘‘polnts to thespeedy growth in Utak
o(P a popiulous and magnificent com-
monwealth that will prove a source
of riches to the nation and of added
glory to this great government.
Every re(‘}uisim to the structure of &
grand and prosperous State is to bo
found inthis the oldest of the Terri-
tories, which has plead for statchootl
from its beginning—forty odd years
ago. Al that is needed now, for
its development and full growth
{nto the proportions and prosperity
premised by her immenseand diver-
sified resources, is & stable govern-
ment, republican in form. which
will give that assumnee of safety
which capital demands, and will




