
THE DESERET WEEKLY

ago poor creatures they had only
one religion thethey were poor low-
ly fishermenKermenfistent makers fishermen and car-
penters they did not know
how to make even one re-
ligion in those days and had
to call upon0n god to provide one for
them uththeyey had not sufficient in-
genuity to establish another nor to ef-
fect improvement in the old one
but in these days religious science
has been the means of creating
scores of new religions and chattoothat too
without gods help though dedependpend
upon it if peter and paul james
and john were on the earth today
they would not exchange their old
system which fitted and worked so
well in every way for any that ex-
ists in our generation even with all
the others thrown in

I1 feel sorry for you mr editor in
discussing andarand arguingring against evils
wicked menme n andan measures that ex-
isted in the long ago you cannot
hhelpI1 those suffering people now
Bbutaf hello that nofieoase in the
streets awakening me from my
sleep why the newsboys calling
out the various editions of the news-
papers and informing us of those
who have gone down to the shades
of washington to tell bad things of
the mormonscormonsMormons friend I1 guess you
are right after allaill J PF D
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our correspondent shoushouldlol take the
whWEEKLYexly as it comescomee

nearer hisbis ideal of what a paper
should be than any other we know
of ED DED E N

STATEHOOD

this morning the committee
on territories of the house of
representatives met to hear argu-
ments in reference to the ad-
mission of utah as a state A
formidable delegation of liberals
had arrived under the impression
that a desperate attempt was being
made to push utah into the union
at one stride they found every-
thing quiet the house in a dead-
lock and on the ath dinst when they
supposed this huge effort was to be
put forth only a few members of
the cammicommittee were present and
there was no appearance of war or
of any demonstrations in that line
their coming precipitated the very
thing they feared A day was set
for a hearing and this morning at
10 a m the time appointed judge
jere wilson with delegate calnecaine
and PF 8 richards esq chairman
of tiiethe utah consconstitutionaltitudional delega-
tion were on hand on the other
sideaidt were governor west E P
perryferry J BR mcbride iladand latlast but
not leastleass patrick H lannan all
eager for the fray

the proceedings did not pan
out to suit the opposition ap-
parentlypatentlyly for mr richards in-
troducedtrod by mr caine made an
address which created a profound
imimpression and signs of great un-
easinessness were exhibited bby all the
liberals especially theiche governor
the followinglowingfbi is a synopsis of the
argument of PF BS richards esq

mr chairman and gentlemen

of the committee this isie the fifth
time that the majority of the people
of utah have appeared at the bar of
congress and petitioned for admis-
sionsion as a state athirstat first we were
told that our numbers were insuf-
ficient and that we were without the
self sustaining qualifications re-
quisite for a sovereign community
and so we were relegated by the
organic act of utah to a condition
of territorial tutelage until we
should gain the strength and ex-
perienceperperilenceence to fit us for the hiahhighernar
sphere of statehood but in our latera r
applications for admissionadmission it has
been conceded again andd aagain that
we have obtainobtainedag allail that was lack-
ing in the beginning in the way of
numbers andana resources and yet our
prayers have not availed to give us
membership in the great family of
states I1 shall endeavor in the re-
marks which I1 make on this occasion
to show that the withholding of this
sacred boon is an act of injustice to
a patient patriotic industrious and
lawabiding people

and at the outset of my remarks
I1 desire to remind you of a few per-
tinent facts which history has re-
corded in uundying characters upon
the annals of the republic

on the day of july 1847
when the mormon pioneers en-
tered the great salt lake vavalleyiley
all that part of our great nation lying
west of the missouri river was an
uninhabited wilderness a barren
desert these brave men and cour-
ageous women blazed the way across
prairies over mountains and through
rugged defiles which have since be-
come the great highway of nations
from the atlantic to the pacific
they opened up this new country
and demonstrated that human exis-
tence could be maintained in the
midst of ruthless savages ferocious
animals and deadly insects by a
system of irrigation for which they
had no precedent they succeeded in
transforming the scene of barren des-
olationola tion which met their gaze as they
emerged from the deep canyons of
the wasatch into an earthly para-
dise

through following their example
and partaking of their indomitable
courage other colonies have been
formed and other commonwealths
created until today we can point
with pride to five great states and
nine populous territories that have
been carved out of the inhospitable
wilderness of 1847 so that the

mormonscormonsMor mons have not only been the
pioneers of the intermountaininter mountain regi-
on but the pioneers of the great
west that part of our nation which
bids fair to become a control-
ling factor in the destiny of the re-
public

nor were these people who braved
the dangers of the wilderness and
the hardships of the desert wanting
in patriotic devotion and allegiance
to the country which gave them
birth although driven from their
homes in missouri and illinois be-
cause of their religiousre IOUs beliefs and
practices they ccould0 nonott quench the
thirst for libertliberty whwhichich theythey had in-
herited as a sacreded bibirthrightrthright from
their patriotic fathers who had
gained undying fame and won im-
mortal laurelslaurela in the service of their

country during the revolutionary
war and the struggle with great
britain in 1812

so strong in them was this love of
country that it prompted as one of
their first acts on reaching the val-
ley then mexican soil the unfurl
ing of the glorious stars and stripes
on ensign peak as they poured
forth their songs of joy audand prayers
of gratitude for the divine guidance
and preservation which had carried
them safely through their perilous
joijourneyirney in the wilderness at this
time five hundred of their brethren
were regularly enlisted in the ser-
vice of the united states and were
taking an active part in the war with
mexico at a late date some of these
very men became the first discover-
ers of gold in california and from
them went forth the clarion nonotete
which drew a stream of wealth
seeking humanity across the contin-
ent in 1849 and 1850

I1 trust that youou will excuse me
gentlemen of zethe committee for de-
taining you with this brief historical
recital my purpose in so doing has
been to show what kind of men our
fathers were and to assure you that ar

the fire of liberty which burburned in
their souls has been transmitted to i
their children

I1 was born in salt lake city and
utah has always beebbee raymy home
my great grandfather was a revolu-
tionary

2
soldier my grandfather

served in the waxwar of 1812 and one of
my fathers brothersbrother lost his life in
the war with mexico will it be
said that I1 have no claim on the
sacred heritage of libertylibert for whichany
these men fought and bled I1
mention my own case because it is
like thousands of young men in
utah whose mouthpiece I1 am on
this occasion we love the glorious
institutions of what we believe to be
the only government on earth
founded on divine inspiration and
it is repugnant to every impulse of
our natures to remain in territorial
vassalage when we know that we
are entitled to the rights of free-
men it is for the purpose of con-
vincing you gentlemen are
so entitled that I1 now appear before
the committee

mr richards then gave in detail
particulars of the population wealth
resources prospects and condition
of the territory showing bbeyondd
controversy that it possesses alall the
material qualifications for datestatehoodhood
he further explained the extent of
the school system and its non secta
rian character

every indication he said
k

C points to the speedy growth in
0ofI1 a populous and magnificent com-
monwealthmonwealth that will prove a source
of riches to the nation and of added
glory to this great government ak

every requisite to the structure of a Q
grand and prosperous state tois to beba

found in this the oldest of the territ-
oriestories which has plead for statehood
from its beginning forty odd years
ago all that is needed now for
its development and full growth
into the proportions and prosperity
promised by her immense and diver-
sifiedsifted resources is a stable govern-
ment republican in form which
will giveive that assurance of safety
whitwhich capital demands and win


