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GEN. BURTON IN COURT.

A brief dession of the Thinl District
Court was held on the afternoun of
Mar, 15, shortly after 4 o’clock. The
business was to deal with the case of
Gen. I&. T. Burton, against whom
there was an indietment for living
with more than one wife between
Jumm’rfv 1, 1885, and September 1,
1886. The defendant was artaigned,
and plended guilty to the charge of
unlawful vobabitation.

F.8. Richards, attorney for the
defendant, said — If your honor
please, Mr. Burton desires to waive
time for sentenee and to receive the
judgment of the court now. Be-
fore senfence is sd, however,
I desgire to call the court’s attention
to a few facts pertaining to this case.
The defendant s over sixty-eight
years of age. He married his
lnst wife in 1856—six years hefore
the pasaage of the first act of Con-
gress forbidding the practice of
Ealygmuy or making it an offense.

is familice have at all times lived
suparate and apart. For several

rears  past and  prior to the
finding of this indictment, I bhe-
lieve, he has lived with his first
wife only, He is n man of good
standing in the comnunity, and haa
held several important positions,
which he at all times filled to the
satisfaction of his constituents. In
addition to the fact that this is his
first offense, when he learned that
witnesses against him were wanted,
he instrueted his sons to go before
the grand jury and givethat body all
the information within their power.

Judge Sandford—How long did
you say it is since he hasg lived
with his second wife?

Mr. Richards—He has lived with
none but his first wife for at least
three years past. The condition of
Mr. Burton’s health is apything but
good. He Is a man who, in the
pust, has mnever shrunk from
danger when he could serve
and proteet others. His experi-
ence with the Indians inthe early
settlement of this place is a proof of
this; and to his labors in this regard
is, perhaps, partially due his pres-
ent i1 health. As 1 said before,
however, his health ig very poor,an
if imprisoned for any length of time
it would havea bad if not a fatai ef-
fect upon kim. I have here a state-
ment, slgned by a number of non-
¢#Mormons** which I wish to read.

Judge Sandford—You may do so
and hand it to the clerk.

Mr. Richards—The paper is as fol-
lows: “\Ve, the undersigned, resi-
dents of Salt Lake City, reapectfully
represent that we are personaltly ac-
quninted with Robert T. Burton of
said city, and that we have known

him for many yvars. We take
leasure in  stating  that  Mr.
urton is a man of high cha-

racter and excellent standing as
a law -abiding citizen in the
community in which he lives, with
the exception of the present charge
of unlawful cohabitation; that he
has occupied many publie positions
of honor and trust, and has dis-
charged the duties pertaining there-
to with honesty, fidelity and abil-
ity, that he is sixty-eight years of
age, and of lnte years his health has
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been poor and at times critical. In

| consideration of all the circum-
| stances of the case, we believe that
! the ends of justice would be better
served, and the dignity of the law
fully maintalned,by a light penalty,
rather than a severe punishment;
and we, therefore, ask the elemcney
of the court in Mr. Burton’s be-
half.” This doeument, your henor,
is signed by Robert Harkness,
R, C. Chambers, John E. Dooly,
Thomas Marshall, 8.J. Lyon, T. BE.
Jones, Byron Groo, J. G. Suther-
lapd and O. A, Palmer., Had I
deemed it to be necessary, I could
easily have scceured at least a hun-
dred more, but these, I think, are
 sufficient to show your honor the
! estimation in which he is held.
| While Mr. Burton has been honored
with civil positions, he has not been
forgotlen so far ns ecclesiastical hon-
ors go, and today he is one of the
presiding Bishops of the Mormon
church. 1 mention this latter fact,
your honor, not that it has any %ﬂr-
ticular bearing upon the case, but
beenuse of a desire to be frank and
fair in the matter.

Judge Sandford—Mr. Peters, what
has the government to say?

Mr. Peters—I am not acquainted
with the gentleman. The gentle-
men whose names appear on the
staternent are men of the highest
standing, and thelr recommenda-
tion doubtless should bave weight.
Yet, the defendant is an intelligent
man and must have known that he
was disobeying the law. Hc cannot
plead ignorance, as he might other-
wise.

Judge Bandford—There is no dis-
pute, then, as to the facts.

Mr. Pefers—No. I helieve the
defendant was appointed to an hon-
orable’position by President Lincoln.

Judge Bandford—What was that?

Mr. Richards—Collector of inter-
nal revenue. He held that position
until the office was abolished.

Judge Bandford—I have no doubt
'that the ends of justice would be
served without Inflicting a severe
punishment. What have you to
sny, Mr. Peters, as to punishment?

Mr. Peters—I do not see that it is
a case in any way dliferent from
others.

Judge Bandford—Have you any-
thing to eay, Mr. Burton?

Mr. Burton—No, sir.

Judge Sandford—Well, in view of
the testimony before me of the gen-
tlemen mentioned, your nge and
| health, I think justice will be ratis
flted without any imprisonment.
You will l'e sentenced to pay n fine
fof $150 and costs. I hope we will
not see you here again. If you do
appeat the sentence will be heavier.

1r. Richards—It is quite possible,
our honor, that you may ses Mr.
urton in court agnin. His business
frequently calls him into court, but
when he comes again it willbe ina
different capacity.
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I am far from being a pes-
simist. In fact, my natural disposi-
tion is towards the sunny side of
existence. But, when it rains ono
should know enough to come insido.

——

It is of no use trying to make ore
self believe that'a heavy downpou!
is merely a slight mist. Optlml.ﬁmd
of this character is the worst kind
of folly. Post prandial orntors Diny
tell us nice stories, and faver U3
with roscate pictures of natiou
&rlosperity an litical beatitude:

t we must not let ourselves DO
deceived by champagne oratory.

The plain truth is that 40,000
able-hodied men are out of employ”
ment today in Chicago. It 18 €
timated that30 per cent of this army
of unemployed are heads of fam®
ges. Wlhen one oonsid&rsl thes®

gures, what a sorry spectacle PI*
sents itself. It Igeans shﬂ"ﬁr;!
shivering children, woe-begone:
anxjous, irritahle miothers, an d“"i
perate, despondent fathers. Sever?
cases of nactunl deaths by starvi
tion have been reported during the
last weck. The mewspaper ofl 3
bave been turned into reliefl At
aid bureaus. Each paper bas 1
own special relicf stafl. Great dis"
tress prevails in the stock yurds
district. 'This has been a Vel
dull winter in the packing AD
dressed ment industries, and the
employees in these departments are
notoriously extravagnnt, thriftles®
and drupken when enrning money-

The steel mills are idle, and thi®
means misery of the grimest kind.
Operatlves in Iron and steel genct
n]f;?eat. and drink tbeir wages beforc
earned; then what must it be when
there is no earning of any kind.

On the whole the business outlook:
not alone for Chicago, but for th¢
whole country, is very, very dar
indeed. Railroad earnings are fal
ing behind, the currency is being
contracted to an alarming extenb
and gold is leaving the country.

tAg reported by the comptroller of
the currency the amount ¢ nﬂthﬂ:t
bank currency outstandingon the 1
of February was $229,089,957. This lf‘f
decrease of $36,542.89f for the twelif 9r
month preceding and of §4,385,82 {’B
the month preceding. Add to thist lr
increase ofpthu surplus for the yoi'
and it makes a countraction_of the C‘!;j
rengy that is being serlonsly feit it 1118
depressing effect on business. ON t o
1at of December. 1887, the amonntif
the treasury availahle for the reda®
tion of the debt was 8280,874,806.56; ot
the lst of Fobruary, 1888, the amoult”
80 available had increased to $308,26
144, showing an accumulation of §118
151,237.44 in thirteen months. ith-
more than $155,000,000 has been W lkﬂ
drawn from eirculation by the b“nra
and the government in a littlo MO
than a vear.”

Tho business of railroads tells it8
own story. In 1887 the net earniog®
of the 95 ronds in the country “4_
$217,026,607, and in 1888, $5202,54%"
611, leaving a decrease of more tha
%1,000,000 a month. N

This decrease means depreased 10
dustries all over the country. TN
roads are now curtailing an )
trenching in every available mAf”
ner. Men are Inid off, and thos® “i
tained nre pressed to work hﬂl‘deﬁ
There is talk of & general reductiﬂm
of 10 per cent in wnges, bub fe‘;‘
are expressud that Inbor won’t St
it. With rallroads it is one of hcs
things, cithera reduction in thewag
of employes, or organization 1ﬂt"’m
gigantic” trust. This latter so@



