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GEN BURTON IN COURT

A brief session of the third district
court was held on the afternoon of
mar 1 shortly after 4 the
business was to deal with the case of
gen R T burton against whom
there was an indictment for living
with more than one wife between
january 1 1885 and september 1

1886 the defendant was arraigned
and pleaded guilty to the charge of
unlawful cohabitation

F S richards attorney for the
defendant said if your honor
please mr burton desires to waive
time for sentence and to receive the
judgment of the court now be-
fore sentence is passed however
I1 desire to call the courts attention
to a few facts pertaining to this case
the defendant isie over sixty eight
years of age he married hisbis
last wife in 1856 six years before
the passage of the first act of con-
gress forbidding the practice of
polygamy or making it an offenseWhisis familiesmillesEh have at all times lived
separate and apart for several
years past and prior to the
finding of this indictment I1 be-
lieve hebe has lived with his first
wife only he is a man of good
standing in the community and has
held several important positions
which lie at all times filled to the
satisfaction of his constituents in
addition to the fact that this is his
first offense when he learned that
witnesses against him were wanted
he instructed his sons to go before
the grandeurygrangrand jurydjury and give that body all
the information within their power

judge sandford how long did
you say it is since he has lived
with his second wife

mr richardfBichards he has lived with
none but his first wife for at least
three years past the condition of
mr burtonbartonsBurtonsa health is anything but
good he is a man who in the
past has never shrunk from
dandanger when he could serveanjerand protect others his expert
ence with the indians in the early
settlement of this place is a proof of
this and to his labors in this regard
is perhaps partially due his pres-
ent illIII health As I1 said before
however his health toie very po orand
if imprisoned for any length of time
it would have a bad if not a fatal ef-
fect upon him I1 have here a state-
ment signed by a number of non
mormonscormonsMor mons which I1 wish to read
judge sandford you may do so

and hand it to the clerk
mr richards the paper is as fol-

lows we the undersignedundersignerunder signed resireal
dentiondente salt lake city respectfully
represent that we are personally ac-
quaintedquain ted with robert T burton of
said city and that we have known
him for many years we take
pleasure in stating that mr
burton tois a man of high cha-
racter and excellent standing as
a law abiding citizen in the
community in which he lives with
the exception of the present charge
of unlawful cohabitation that he
has occupied many public positions0sitionega
of honor and trust and hass dis-
charged the duties pertaining there-
to with honesty fidelity and abil-
ity that he is sixty eight years of
age and of late years his health has

been poor and at times critical in
consideration of all the circum-
stances of the case we believe that
the ends of justice would be better
served and the dignity of the law
fully a light penalty
rather than a severe punishment
and we therefore askash thee clemency
of the court in mr burtonsbartonsBur tons be-
half this document your honor
is signed by robert harkness
BR C chambers john E dooly
thomas marshall 8 J lynn T R
jones byron groo J QG suther-
land and 0 A palmer had I1
deemed it to be necessary I1 could
easily have secured at least a hun-
dred more but these I1 think are
sufficient to show your honor the
estimation in which he is held
while mr burton has been honored
with civil positions he has not been
forgotten so far as ecclesiastical hon-
ors go and today he is one of the
presiding bishops of the mormon
church I1 mention this latter fact
your honor not that it has any lupar-
ticular ribearing upon the case but
because of a desire to be frank and
fair in the matter

judge sandford mr peters what
has the government to say

mr peters I1 am not acquainted
with the gentleman the gentle-
men whose names appear on the
statement are men of the highest
standing and their recommenda-
tion doubtless should have weight
yet the defendant is an intelligent
man and must have known that he
was disobeying the law he cannot
plead ignorance as he might other-
wise

judge sandford there is no dis-
pute then as to the facts

mr peters no I1 believebell eve the
defendant was appointed to an hon-
orable position by president lincoln

judge sandfordSaud ford what was that
mrMrKrichardsichards collector of inter-

nal revenue he held that position
until the office was abolished

judge sandford I1 have no doubt
that the ends 0off justice would be
serveded without inflicting a severe
punishment what have you to
say mr peters as to punishment

mr peters I1 do not see that it is
a case in any way different from
others

judge sandford have you any-
thing to say mr burton

I1 mr burton yono sir
judge sandford well in view of

the testimony before me of the gen-
tlemen mentioned your age and
health I1 think justice will be satis
fled without any imprisonment
you will be sentenced to pay a fine
of and costscoats I1 hope we will
not see you here again if you do
appear the sentence will be heavier

mr richards it is quite possible0I1ble
yourour honor that you may seee Mmrrgurtovburton in court again his business
frequently calls him into court but
when he comes again it will be inid a
different capacity

OUR CHICAGO LETTER

I1 am far from being a pes-
simist in fact my natural didisposi-
tion

0 I1

is towards the sunny siteside oiof
existence but when it rains one
should know enough to come inside

it is of no use trying to make on
self believe that a heavy down
is merely a slightalight mist opoptimizesoptimisessm

of this character is the worstW0rat kiew
of folly post orators waymay
teutell us nice stories and favor us

with roseate picturesures of national
prosperity and political beatitude
but we must not let burselourselvesves beW

deceived by champagne oratory
the plain truth is that

able bodied men are out of empyemploy
ment today in chicago it is eare

timatea that 30 perpercentcent of this amyarmy

of unemployed are heads of
lies when one considers theoe
figures what a sorry spectacle pc

itself it means shoeless
shivering children woebegonewoeantanxious irritable mothers andn ideo

despondent fathers seversearsl I1

cases of actual deaths by star
tion have been reported during thetD

last week the newspaper office
have been turned into relief aaud
aid bureaus each paper has its
own special relief staitstaff great disaw
tress prevails in the stock
district this has been a
dull winter in the packing aglid

dressed meat industries anaand thele
employees in these departments a00
notoriously extravagant thriftlessfloo
and drunken when earning money

the steel mills are idle and wthis
means misery of the grimertamest kwkan
operatives in iron and steel fener-y

geo
ably eatat and drink their wages afore
earned then what must it be whop
there is no earning of any kind

on the whole the business outlook
not alone for chicago but for the
whole country is very very darkdarb
indeed railroad earnings are wfao
ing behind the currency is heiob
contracted to an alarming extent
and gold is leaving the country

As reported by the comptroller of

the currency the amount of nationalnatinationOVAl

bank currency outstanding on the V
of february was thisthise 9

decrease of ffor the twelve
month preceding and of 4 to
the month preceding Maddid to this w
increase of thothe surplus for the
and it makes a contraction of the owe

rency that is being seriously felt iiu I1

depressing effect on business onoil twthe
ast1st of december 1887 thetheamonwW
the treasuretreasur available for the red
tion of the debt was WO on0

atthe of february 1889 I1 thehe amooadv
so available hadbad increasednor e to sa VA

showing an accumulationtion ofoilill1081
as

in thirteen montmonthsa
more than hhas bbeeneen diwwith

drawn from circulation by the bbaa
and the government in a little inore
than a year

the business of railroads tells ito

own story in 1887 the net earning
of the 95 roads in the country waswa

and in 1888
leaving a decrease of more dball

a mouthmonth
thisahls decrease means deldepres sedria

destriesdustries all over the country vie
roads are now curtailing and Ms
trenchingdrenchingtren ching in every available abacba

ner men are laid off and thoseth re

talked are pressed to work bardot
there is talk of a general red
of 10 per cent in wages but gandare expressed that labor wont

is one of twotwit with railroads it
things either a reduction iina geo

of employedemp loyes or organization in to

gigantic trust this latter


