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DOINGS OF CONGRESS.

March 3d.—In the Senate, Mr. Lane pre-
sented the credentials of the Hon. Joseph A.
Wright, appointed senator from Indiana in
place of Bright, expelled, who appeared and
took the oath,

Mr. Wilkinson presented a petition from
citizens of New York, asking Con:ress to re-
duce to a territory South Carolina, Georgia
and Florida.

Mr. Chandler, from the committee of com-

merce, reported a bil! requiring the oath of
allegiance to be taken by captains of vessels
sailing to foreign ports, which was taken up
and passed, _

Mr. Fessenden made a report from the con-
ference commit.ee on the bill for the better
organizati. n of the cavalry, and providingz for
forty regiments only, and for the discharging
of all over that number. '

Mr. Nesmith thought it best to reduce the
cavalry as much as poss.ble. They were a
most useless branch of the serviee.
number of them were armed with prod sticks,
with red rags on the end.

In the House, on the 34, Mr. Dawes, from
the committee on elections, made a report on
the petition of 8, Ferguson Beach, asking to
be admitted to a seat as a representative from
the Seventh Congressional District of Virginia;
It was passed by resolution; M-, Beach was
not entitled to a seat. Subject laid over.

Mr. Stevens, from the ¢ mmittee on ways
and means, reported a bill providing internal
revenue for the support of th= governme:t and
to pay the interest on the public debt. Re-
ferred fo the committee of the whole on the
state of the Union, and made the special or-
der one week from next Tuesday.

Ten thouasnd add tional copies were or-
dered to be printed for the use of members.

Mr. Holman offered a resolution that, in the
the judgment of the House, the uunfortunate

civil war in which the United States had been
forced by the 4treasomable altemp: of the

southern secessionists fo destroy the Union
should not b2 prosecuted for any other pur-

ose thian the res!ora ion of the authority «f
he Constitution and the welfare of the whole
people of the United States, who are perma-
nently involved in the preservation of our pre-
sent form of government, without modifica-
tion or change.

Mc. Lovejoy moved t»lay it on the table.
Carried—060 against 08, |

M-. Aldrich offered a resolution directing
the committee on judiciary toreport back the
bill for the confiscation of all property of
rebels, their aiders and abettors, and for the
liberation of their slaves, and enjoining on all
wnilitary commanders the seizure of all ene-
mies’ property made subject to capture by
gaid bill. ‘

Mr. Cox introduced the following joiut reso-
lutions in relation to maritime riguts:

Whereas, International law cannot acquire
any considerable extengion except by the col-
Jective work of the nations, vither assembled
in Congress by delegates or by the combined
negotiation of the principal pations;

And whereas, the evenls connected with the
Trent affair have given rise to the discussion
of maritime rights by the prineipal powers of
the world, all interested in the authoritative
settlement, and in tnat discussion the friendly
offices of the Emperor of France were tendered
to the United States, for the purpose of ad-
.I sling the questions involved on a clear and

iberal basis, looking to the amelioration of

neutrals upon the sea;
Therefore be it resolved, by the Senite and

House of Representatives of the United States
in Cunﬁena assembled :” -

1. at the national legislature acknow-
ledges the friendly intentions and enlightened
views of the Emperor of the French in said
iaterposition.

2. That it favors the most libsral propo-
pitions with respect to mari ime rights, and
the abolition of such usages as restriet the
liberty of neutrals and multiply the causes of
dissensions in the world, believins that bu-
manity and justice demand that the calami-
ties incident to war should be strictly limited
tothe belligerents themselves, and to those
who voluntarily take part with them, but that
neutrals abstaining in good faith from such
complicity, ought to be leftto pursue their or-
dinary trade with either belligerent.

3. That the present time is propitious for
the resumption of negotiations to secure these
objects, and esp cially for thie concurrence of
the nations in the belligerent articles of the

contraband, of citizens and aul;jiph of nations
in collision should be exempted fiom consfica-
tion equally in warfare waged on theyland
anlin warfare waged upon the seas, Which
are the common bhighways of the nations.

5. That the efforts of the lite Secretary
Marcy and the present Secretary of State to

the day fixed in the contract, which was re-
ferred to the Naval Committee, 4

vide for the codification aud revision of the
laws of the District of Columbia was taken
up and passe.l,

The bill to define the pay and emolument of

‘have the maxims ingrafted as fixed prinei |certain offcers of the army was taken up, and
- ples of international law,

were eminently several unimportant amendments adopted, On
wise and just, sanctioned by our trad tionary the amendment relative to chaplains for hos-
policy, and ccnducive to the welfare of the re- ' pitals a discussion ensue '.
public, and to the highest intere:ts of peace | Mr. Wilson -aid there were but a few hos-
-and civilization, | ' pital cbhaplains, and army chaplains were limni-
6. That for the accomplishment gf this  ted one to esch regiment. He did not believe
result, it would be both courteous and wise | we had over five h.ndred thousand men in the
for our government to consider the proposal field, though the paymasterr Pur 8 seven hun-
of the eminent publicist of France, M. Haute- dred and forty regiments. Regiments were
feuille, for a congress of the maritime powers, authorized in a very loose manner. Evena
which, by unit ng in one body the scatiered eclerk in the War D partmen , who now occu-
forces of all neutrals, may secure to each the pies a foreign position, was authorized to
| respect and security which they cannot obtain 'raise regiments.
while remaining isolated, and that thus they | Mr. Nesmith thought we had better reduce

A large

[

| the preservation of the fish ries. The bill

may be enabled to maintain as a l.sting ele- fthe number of chapla'ns as a financial meas-
‘ment of the law of nations that maritimne equi- urs. We were puying for chaplains now one
libriumn so long sought by ‘the United States million, fifty-four thousand eiglit hund ed dol-
of America, and so important to the freedom  la:s.

of commerce and the repose of the world. ‘Afier further discussion the an of all chap-
On moion of Mr. Cox, the resoluti ns were  lains was fixed at one thousand two hundred
recommitted and o dered to be printed. dollars per year. The bill was then post-
poned

March 4th.—In th- Senate, Mr. Davis pre-
'sented a petition from the ¢ tizens of Bo:trpn,| 1In the House, on the 5th, Mr. Crittenden,
from the Committee on Fureign Affairs, re-

' asking Congress to drop the negro questiun
ported a bill making - n appropriation of sixt

and attend to the business of the country. :
thousand, three hundred and fifty-three dol-

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill for the
safe-keeping and maintenan-e of United lars,the pr: portion of the United States, as
‘damagfa and compensation to the K ng of

States p isouers was taken up and pissed.
On motion of Mr. Co!lamer, the billauthor- Hanover for the sacrifices in his abolition of
izing the Commission for the p eservation of the Stadt dues in accordance w th the terms
'the Atlantic fisheries was taken up aud of the treaty, which was passed.
passed. | The House took up the Senate’s je'nt reso-

The bill authorizes the President to appoint ' lution appropriating eight thousand dollars
a commissioner to meet with the British and for removing the army bakeries from thie cap-
French commis i ners Lo take measures for itol building.

The resolution was tabled by a vote of 70
was passed. | | to 42,

Mr. McDougall resumed his speech. He | Mr. Duell, from the committee on revolu-
quoted irom Justice Story and er writers tionary pensions, repoited a bill for the dis-
as showing that there should be no confisca- continuance of the pensions to the children of
tion of any private property. officers and soldiers of the Revolution, which

Mr. Cowan said that he agreed with the was pa sed. '

Sen .tor from California —McDougall, Suall, Mr. Edwards, fron the Committee on Pub-

| we stand by the Constitution or shall we open lic Expenditure, rejorted a joint resolution, |
wid= the field of revolutio. énd go back to the which was passed, authorizing the Secretary |
doctrines of few'al ages, and introduce feuds of War to cause all goods furnished as army |

which centuries cannot quiet? . That is what supplies now on hand, and unsuitable for use,
this bill propos s. He contended that the to be sold for the benefit of the United States.
passage of such a bill will make the whole! March6th.—In ‘he Senate, Mr. Harris pre-
Southern peop'e our enemies. And further, sented a pe ition in taver of conferring the
the bill was directly in conflict with the Con- ravk of major-general on Gen. John E. Wool.
stitution, for the preservation of which alone| On motion of Mr. Sherman the bill in rela-
the war was waged. The billis unnecessary, tion to the p.y of i mbers of Congress was
impolitic and totally useless. Tihe bill was taken up.
unconstitutional because the Constitution! An awmendment was adopted, making the
provides that no bill of attainder shall be mileaze of members twenty cents a mi e.
passed and no.person punished for erime| Mr. Hale, from the naval committee, re-
without regular proceeding in courts. This | ported a joint resolution tendering the thanks
This bill is, in lact, a bill of attainder, of Congress to Commodore Goldsborough, his
Congress has no power to passit. The bill officers and seamen, for their gallant conduct
makes no distincti n between those forced in- | at Roanoke Island, which was adopted.
to the rebellion #nd the willing traitern Thou- ! In the House, on the Gth, the Sjealer laid
sands «f Southern people have been duped before the House a message from President
into the rebellion by being to!d that the North | Lincoln, suggesting the passage of a joint re-
were all Abolitivnisis, If ever there was a | eolution providing for .co-operation with any
foul slander, it was the allegation made by /S8tate for the abolition of slavery, with pecu-
the slaveholders of the South, and their allies | niary compensation. The President propozes
at the North, that the sole object of the Re- this as an initiative step, predicting ilmpor-
ublican paity was the abolition ef slavery. |tant practical results therefrom.
[oat slander enabled tie traitors to ¢ nsoli- f On motion of Mr. Stevens, the bill was re-
date the rebellion. He proteoted against that ferred to the conmittee of the who.e on the
gsection of the bill for fr ei g the slaves as an state of the Union. . | ~
entire departure from the principles of the |  The House went into committee of the
Constitution, and especially impolitic at this | whole on the bill to régulate the frankiig
t'me. Becau-e we are in war, we ouzht not ! privilege, '
to make a law which was unconstitutional| Mr. Perry spoke in oppositi n to extreme
before. He hoped the bill would not pass,but | anti-slavery measutes. This was a time for
that Congress would attend to the measures

gle in which we are engaged, ' necessary to set the slaves fieenow asanally
In the Hou<e, on the 4th, the Pennsylvania ' in the suppression of the rebellion., This was
contested election case was taken up,tie not a war for the de-truction of the South,
pending resolution being tiat John Kiine is  but for the resto:ation of respect evervwhere
not, but that John P. Verree, the ¢itting mem- | to the authority of the government. Behind
ber, is entitled to a seat as the member from | the dark cloud of the rebellion the sky of the
tbhe Third Congres-ional District, which was | Union was clear and bright, and the siars of
adopted by a vote of 106 to 13. all the States were sparkling in all their
Mr. Camypbell reported from the select com- | beauty. Soon it woun'd be th .t the dark cloud
mittee, the Pacific railroad and telezraph bill, | would pass away-and one bty one the-stars
whieh was referrec Lo be printed. would rea;:gear in a'l their glory,and the peo-
The resolution reported some time ago,from | Ple would thank God they were all there.
the committee on Government coniracts, was ‘
taken up. .
Mr. Shanks made a leagthy speech in favor
of Gen. Fremont, alleging that a combination
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Tug Lare EseEror oF Russia.—A work
has just been bublished in Germany which
may create a great cens.tion. Thae private

declaration of the Congress of Paris ol the

of disappointed contraciors and treasury-

plunderers bad been arrayed against him physican who attended the late Czar Nicho-

fas records that he sent for him one day and

16th of AE{EI, 1856, wt i the amendmeut pro-
posed by Mr. Marey, viz.:

1 Privateering is and remains abolished,
provided that the private property of the sub-
jects or ci izens of a belligerent on the high
geas shall b: exempted from seizure by pub-
lic armed ve sels of the other belligerent, ex-
cept it be- coatraband.

2. The neut-al flag covers enemies® goods
with the exception of contraband of war,

3. Neatral' good+, with the exceplion of
contraband of war, are not liable to capture |
under the enemy’s flag, | |

4. Blockades in order to be binding mast
be effective..

That the people of the United States enter-
tain the hope that the great maritime powers
of France and England, relinquishing their
present objactions growing out of their ill-
advised recognition of our insurgent States as
belligerents, will consent to. the propositions
of the Paris Con erence, as the United S:ates
have constantly invied, and as Mr. Marey
proposed to the government of F.ance on the

Bhoday of July, 1836, with such a _liberal ex- !
R GE of thew. that the: privaie property, not i

L ]

March Sth.—In the Senate, Mr. Sumn+r in-
trodaced a bill to provide for carrying mails
of the United States to foreign ports.

Mr. Latham said that for the last few
mon'hs communication to the Pacific coast
has almost been entirely interrupted. In con-
sequence of Lhe unprecedented floods, the over-
land mail could notrun.. Commerce »as much
injured in conseq ence. The line of ships
plying from New Y .rk to Panama had decided
they weul! not carry the mails nor govern-
ment dispatches. This wasan outrage on the

overnment and the :ommercial community.

his very company received ten millions from
the government, but now they take the oppor-
tamity to foree a mail contruet from the gov-
ernment, Such vessels ought not to be al-
lowed to clear from our ports or be allowed
the pro’ection of our flag if they refused to
afford any aec ‘mmodation to the country.

Tue bill was referred. |
Mr. Dixon offered a jointr-solution author-

‘zing the Secretary of the Navy tomake equit-
able settlements with those ‘who ‘are under

penalty for failine to ~an<tryct machinery by

ordered him to furnish a bottle of poison. The
doctor hesitated, whereupon the Czar wrote
an order declaring that he bad ordered the
doctor to administer the poison, a~d enjo'ned
a | whom it might concern to hold him harm-
less. The doclor gave the deadly potion to
his master, who swo.lowed it, A few minutes
later he re ented the rash act: “Doctor, give
me a remedy; I will not die,” The doctor
grecaned out an admission that the peison was
now in the Czar’s veins, far beyond the reach
of art. *“*’Tis well, then,” he replied, and
then, applying no very ¢ mplimenta'y epithet
to his son, he directed that he shoull b= sent
him. Within an hour Nicholas was a corpse.
- B e 1y

BroaperiM’s  DerTeErMIiNATION.— A bick-
ering pair "of Quakers were lately heard in
high controversy, the busband exclaiming.

“I am determ:ned to have one quiet week
with thee!” |

“But how wilt thou be able to get it?" gaid
the taunting spouse, in thae reiteration, which
married ladies go provokingly indulge it.

“I wil keep thee Fa_wggk
dead?” was the Quaker’s rejoiuder.

%

On metion of Mr.- Grimes, the bill to p?mjr'.

the exhibition of patriotism and defence of
| necessary. to secure success in thegreat strug- | the Union. He wasat a loss to see how it was

|

after thou art

JEFF. DAVIS'S  INAUGURAL
. ADDRESS.

. Ferroaw-Crrizexs: On this, the birthday
‘of the man most identified with the estab is'.-

ment of American Independence, and beneath
the monument erected to commemorate his
' heroie virtues and those of h s compatriots,
we have assembled to usher into existence the
‘permanent government of the Confederate
States, Through this instrumentality, under
the favor of Divine Providence, we hope to
perpetuate the principlesof our Revolutions
ary fathers. The day, the memory, and the
purpose seem [itly associat d.

| Itis with mingled feelings of humilily and
‘pride that | appear to take, in the presence
of the people and before high Heaven, the
oath prescribed as a qualification for the ex-
‘alted station to which the umanimous voice of
the people has called me. Deeply sensible of
all that is implied by this manifestation of
the people’s confiden.e, I am yet more pro-
foundly impr. ssed by the vast respousibility
‘of the office, and bhumbly feel my own un-
‘worthiness,

In return for their kindness, I can onl
offer assurances of the gratitude w.th whic
(it is rec ived, and can but pledge a zeal-
ous devotion of every faculty to the service
~of those who have chos:n me as their Chief

]

Y ' Magis rate. '

| With a long course of class legislation, di-
rected not to the general welfare, but to ag-
‘grandizement of the northern section of the
 Union, cubninated in a wufare on the do-
‘mestic instit .tions of the Southern Siates—
‘when the dogmas of a sectional pirty, sub-
‘stituted for the provisions of the constitu-
tional compact, threatened to destroy the
sovereign rights of the States, six of those
States, withdrawing from the Union, confed-
erated together to exercise the right and pe:-
form the du'y of instituting a Governwment
which would betier secure the liberties for the

preservalion of which that Union was estab-

lished.

Whatever of hope some may have enter-
tained hat a returning sense of justice-would
remove the danser with which our rights
were threatened, and render it possible to pre-
gerve ihe U ion of the Constitution, must
have been digpelled by the malignity and bar-
barity of the Northern States in the prosecus-
tion of the existivg war. The confidence of
the most hopeful among us must have been
destroyed by the disregard they have recent-
Iv exh bited £ r all the time-honore | bulwarks
of civil and religious liberty. -Bastiles filled
with prisoners, arrested without civil precess,
or indictment duly found; the writ of habeas
corpus suspended by Executive mandate; a
State Legislature controlled by the imprison-
ment of members whose avowed principles
‘suggested to the Fede'al Executive that there
'mmight be another added to the list of sece led
St tee; elections he'd under the threats of a
military power, civil officers, peaceful citizens,
and gentie women incarcerated for opinon’s
sake, proclaimed the incapacity of our late
‘agsociates to a'‘minister a G vernment as free,
liberal, and humane as that estab.ished for
our common use,

Fo- proof of the sincerily of our purpose to
maiutain our ancient institutions, we may
point te the Constitution of the Confederacy
and the laws enacted under it, as well as to
the fact that through all the necessities of
an unequal etruggle, there has been 7o act
on our part to impair personal libeity or the
freedom of speech, of ‘thought, or of the
press. The eourts have been open, the judi-
cial functions fully exeeuted, and every right
of the peacefu! citizens mai-tained as securely
laa if @ war ef invasion had not disturbed the

and,

The people of the States mow confe'erated
became convinced that the Goverument of
the Uni ed States had fallen into the hands
of a sectional majority, who would pervert
that most sacr-d of all irusts to the destruc-
tion of the rights which it was pledged to pro- -
tect. They believed that to remain longer
in the Union w uld subject them to a con-
tinnance o a disparaging discrimination, sub-
missioi to which would be inconsistent with
their welfarr, and intolerabls to a proud peo-

le., They therefore determined to severils

onds and establish a new confederacy for
themrselves,

The experiment instituted by our Revolu-
tionary fathers of a voluntary union of
sov-reign States for purposes specified in
a so'emn compact, had been perverted by
those who, fee ing power and forgetting right,
were determined to respect no law but
their own will. The Government had ceased
to answer the ends for which it was ordain-
ed and established. To_save ourselves from
a revelution which, in its silent but rapid pro-
gress, was about to place us under the despot-
ism of numbers, and to preserve in spirit, as
well as in form, a system of government we
believed to be peculiar 'y fitted to our condi-
tion, and full of promise for mankind, we de-
termined to make a new association, comporsed
of States ho r.ogeneous iu interest, in policy,
and in feeling:

«True to our traditions of peace and our love
of justice, we sent Commissioners to the
United States to propose a fairand amicable
settlement of all questions of public debt or
property which might be in dispute. But the
Government at Washington, denying our
right to self-government, refused even to
listen to any proposals for a peaceful separa-
t 'on. Nothing was then left to us hi't‘ to pre-
pare for war. e
- The first year in our history has been e
| most eventful in the ancals of thiz continrut




