
THE DESERET WEEKLY

bore a powerful
I1 to the integrity odtheof the young men
bofof zion to the cause of truth and es

those carrying aloft the banner
f of mutual improvement the aids to

he general and stake boards were god-
ffearingearing men having at heart the inter
esteat of the young pedepolelyole there was a

J glorious destiny a waitinging the youth of
dzionlZzionion and it behooved all to keep them-

selves virtuous and unspotted from the
sinsbins of the world

elder willard done spoke of the ob
geotsts of mutual1 improvement workand

I paid special tatattention to the great need
iha niongong the young people of a testimony
ra at the gospel of jesus christ ithac the
K skepticism now abroad in the land

would have no effect on them in their
cifesjifes the cultivation ofelites2a greater degree of spirituality was an

I1rbjet of mutual improvement work
tt and in the associations those taking

I1 part should be given every opportunity
ll of bearing testimony
I1 elder thomas ashworth rendered a

wealcal solo there Is light beyond the
l shadowsgadows
I1 president george Q cannon made a
aatebew w closing remarks in which he re
berredte to the advantages afforded the
S yoyoungung people of today as comparedcompiared
laithwith those enjoyedenjoyeid by the young in

earlier years he spoke reminiscently
t jat his own experience when a youth as
IAdt preacher of the gospelGospe1 and testified

the different conditions now existing
with reference to becoming acquainted

V with the work of the lord the mu
ual improvement associations were do

ing a good work and god would bless
tt who were engaged in them in
the work of the associations the spirit
of the lord should be depended upon

sandand wouldwoud folfollowlowthethe teach
ings given

ia the choir sang the anthem from
afarafar gracious lord Benedlotion was

pronounced by elder rodney C bad
OLfar r

LETLETTERTER PHOMFROM MANILA

manila philippine islands
ootoct ath 1898

I1 thought I1 would write aind tell you
somethingoom ething of my journey from salt
lake city to manila a diatadistanceuce of
nearly eightel thousand miles As you

r kenw we left salt lake on the of
iuneune and went to ogden vievia the rio

ande western and there we were
twitchedditcheditcheditched onto the regular overland

limited that leaves ogden at about 2
p m arriving at terrace the

first division west of ogden about sup
per time we had coffee steaming hot
right out of the railroad motelhotel landand in
about twenty manutesmd we were off
again the newt morning at about 8

0 we stopped at wadsworthW ex
pecking to get coffee there as we had
totio change engines and so had about
awentwentyty minutes to spare to eat but we
werere disappointed as they had neglect-
edead to send on word of our comingcomingandland

wa with a hungry feeling that we
arrewrew out of that station but we tele

afraaphedhed ahead to remo nevada to
saveve coffee ready for us and we ar
j vedalved there in about two hours when
wee had our breakfast

we ate a light lunch torfor dinner and
ATi out that evening we arrived in

cal where the red cross
medlee had coffee and ELa good lunch

Atftwaited us after eating a good supper
N we proceeded on toward the setting

aun and finally arrived in oakland
jutjust across the bay from san francisco
but seven miles distant

we arrived in oakland about 10

and after the passengers had
stepped off the train in the depot we

twitchedswitched off and curved back about a
leie and sidetrackedsideaide tracked where we re
linedned until morning then we were
en back tobo the depot and got oftoff

with all our things and went straight
to the ferry

we got to san francisco on the ferry
at about 6 and marched into a
very large room they have in the new
ferry depot and there the red cross
ladies served us with coffee and a good
substantial lunch after which we
marched out to camp merritt gibout
five miles from the water front then
in camp merritt we pitched our tents
and fixed a place in the ground for the
military cooking outfit and got every-
thing fixed up in good shape the sand
there was about three feet deep and
very disagreeable especially when the
wind blew and we were eating torbor the
wind would blow the sand into our
plates in spite of all we could do and
it was with great pleasure that we
heard we were going to move over to
the presidio this we did and at the
presidio we pitched our tents and made
everything military shape and were
pleased with our surroundings very
much

the bay was butbirt iaa quarter of a mile
from our camp and we used to go down
every day after drill and go in bathing
you may think it odd that I1 should
have had a shark in my handsbands but it
is true for I1 picked one up on the shore
of the bay one dayaday a little fellow
about a foot long the waves had
washed it high UMand dry upon the shore
andaind left it where I1 found it

the red cross society had a tent
pitched near ours and there was a lady
always there in charge there were
tables and writing materials and
stamps furnished the boys free of all
charge they were very kind to us all
and deserve praise forbor their efforts tobo
make the soldiers happy we were
there until the of july when we
marched down to the pacific mail
steamship companascompanys docks andaind went
aboard of thebiethe big transport RM de
janeiro which waswaa going to takestake us
all to manila

there was a big crowd there when we
went aboard and while we were look-
ing over the side talking to some
young ladies who had come to see us
off our pictures were tatakenkenttoo be pub-
lished in the papers then we cast off
the ropes and cast off into the bay
where we anchored anidand the next morn-
ing at 1030 our anchor was
raised and we commenced the long
voyage toward the west while run-
ning downdown the bay the whistles of a
great many steamers in the bay and of
a large number of factories etc in the
city blew and cancannoncannionnion were firing sa-
lutes from the ports as we passed
finally in a couple of hours or so the
line steamers that came along with
us loaded down with people turned
back and we cantcontinuedlinued on out to sea
and before long were out of sight of
land

we saw nothing except water and
sky for eight days and it was withgreat joy that we sighted landandI and
when we arrived in honolulu we were
very handsomely receivedreceilved

after the same passage exceptingexcept kig
for the two daysdayi just before enitering
the bay of manila kihen we had it
pretty rough we finally arrived off
cavite which is justjuat across the bay
from manila and but seven miles

i distant from it here the
south dakota boys were landed
and then the great ship hoisted anchor
and swung slowly around and headed
toward manila we ran right betiweenthe olympia and charleston two orofdeebsDeede beyays ships and anchored right inamong all our battleships and a lot of
our transports after a day or so
longer we were landed and marchedthrough the city to where the utah ar-tillery were quartered the boys were
all glad to see us and we to see them

they did good work on the alth ofaugust the date of the taking of
manilamanat and the boys have some very

interesting accounts to relate of jhb
bombardment of manila after having
been assigned quarters with the artst bf
the boys and having got all straight
and settled in military shape we all felt
more than satisfied wathath our surround-
ings for we were more prepared to go
out and pitch our tents in some marshy
place near the trenches from what we
had heard

this would have been so had we got
hereheie sooner for the boys had justju come
into their present quarters a few days
before from the trenches where they
had to wade around in mud and evento lay down in i atwith the rahn pouring
down all aroundwe could not be moreinore comfortaWlocated if we were in portfort douglas brany other american fort than we are
here for these barracks belonged tothiespanish engineers before manilaManilawaswas
taken and were buot apparently torfor
military use we have two large pools
of water to bathe in oneo ne for battery A
and the other for B

several of the boys have bought mon-
keys and I1 have one which we catbattery and you would enjoy seeing
them playing and climbing about up
and down posts ropes and
that happen to be handy then we
have about a dozen cages of birds sev-
eral different kinds one kind ishacIs whatthey call the parpaaguetraquet and is a bebeauty
fully colored bird resemblInglesem bling the par-
rot but no larger than a robin I1

we drill every morning some knornings we have the foot drill and I1 thilmait would interest you to see us torr wego through fallall the movements at concolli
mand that we would if ton real actionwe were called out several timestime furor
word had come that the natives beppabout to make an attack and all croo
were to be in readingsreadines to at amoments notice to the trenches va
got everything ready filled the kimtti bthat we attached to the mnocanon y
water and intact vtgot all
start right off at a alm ates notice to
fight the insurgents dutbut we were not
calleboutcalledcalledoutout everythingevery tiring seems quiet now
and we axeare all livingalving peacefully in ourmilitary home we can get a passpase togo out every bvm days if we are not onany duty such as guard etc and thenaften
we get a chance to look over the

I1 where the battle was fought and to tooklookthrough the city etc and see all bhatlamost interesting
some days ago I1 and several of theboys got a pass and went down to theriver where we got a boat and wereware

taken out to look over some ofbattleships laying in the bay we look-
ed over the olympia deweysdeleys ragflag ship
and saw the admiral hilmblimself aindthought him a very fine looking old
in his admirals uniform we saw also
the baltimore and one or two more

there was a hole in the steeldeotofthe baltimore which was made by laaspanish shell but no one was huttlby it which seems wonder tuli ortheneor therewere so many
i sailors andnd marinesbarlassaboard of heherr duringduning the engagement

then we were taken over to the largest
cruiser in the world at least I1 havebeen told it Is the largest the english
cruiser called the FoWerpowerfulrull and sirehe
certainly was a powerful boat and a big
one too the english sailors were very
civilavil to us and shorshowedwed us all over thegreat ship and we would not have mis-
sed seeing it for a good deal

we were all through the big catholiccathedral tatat cavite where the insur-gentsgents murdered the priests and sawmany things that were very interestingwe saw the land batteries that holedhelped
to make it hot forflor dewey and fust OUoff
the shore about two hundred shardswere about ten spanish battlebattleshipsalps JWhad been sunk in the engagement on
the first of may you could juat see themasts and funnels and they ofall asorrysorry lot

abaseA baseballbase ball match has been made up


