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GENERAL WILLIAM BOOTH.

The NEwS eivcerely greeta (General
Booth, the famoua leader of the Balva-
tioo Army, and hopes bis visit to the

¢ity of the Baints will be pleasaot
himeelf nod benefloial to those who
look 1o bim for couuosel and epirltual
Zuidance.

At the meeting o the Tabernaocle
the “general’’ will jresent ble “'spolsl
scheme,” und the bullding should be
filled to its utmost capapcity, not
merely oo account ‘of the oslebrity
tbe speaker hae acquired iu the
cauge to which he has devoted bla life,
but because the subhject is one 10 which
every Inteliigent man and WwWomsn
must feel Jdeeply Interested, and Le-
cause the veteranm in the orusade
againet ain is entitled to a fair hear-
ing. Tne Latter.dag Salnts partioular-
Iy, wbose religlon embraces all that is
#ood aud true and nobie, ITom what-
avel epurce il may come, snnd who
recugnize in every cbhampion of right-
®cusnvss & bryther, ln the true sense
of the word, will be dJelighted to listen
40 and intelligenlly copeider any sug-
geatlons made for toe liberation of the
human family ftom its chaipe of dark-
ness, misery «nd suflerinugn.

Wiliiam Booth is a unique figure lo
the religiouz world, such as the Al-
mwighty raises uyp at 1ntervals rfor (be
performance of special missions, His
work hes been to extend a religzicus
finflaence to a clats of pecple not com-
mon!y reached by tbe churcbes of the
world, Impresse! in bis early youth
with the principi¢s or Wealeyanism, be
gave himeelf enthusiasticaliy to the
worlk of copverting his fellow meun.
But the gburch snon became tco natrow
for his broad conceptiou of bis duties,
and be Jabored under disadvaniazes
as did David when trying to marchb in
the armor of Baul. Lwuther had tobe
expelled from his cburch before he
could start In earnest the wurk of
reformation, and Bootb also bad to be
llberated from ecolesiastical baods io
-order that hls wurk might be carried
ont. The growth of this work then
tecame pheoomenal, To contemplate
#ts bistory from the time the young
-expelled Methodist minister and his
.gifted wite, practically alobe and with-
out mesns, struggled for the redemi-
tion of the falien o the glums of Loo-
dnn, pleadiog their cause amoOg Lbe

more forlunste fin the weaithier
portiona of the city, to the pres-
@nt time, when mililons bave en-

tlated under the ‘!‘banner of blood
-a0d tire,? the “*soldiers’ now ‘“lnvad-
ing?’ almosat every land nnder the suop,
in all that j» needed to form an idea of
the geniua that her led the movementl
a0d the Beed of maokind of sometbing
more and belter thao convenlional
Ohtistiamity.

The methods of the Salvation Army
bave alwaya been guestioned, a.d
there certajloly is room for Jdifterence ot
opinion on thatsubject. No one in
partipular eeems, bowever, to be
responsible for those raethode, They
grew with the orgapizZation apd wete
-gradually accepted by tbe Jeavers as
oltcnmetances seemed (o ruggest. Bu
whatever may be aaid of the peculi-

arities alluded to, no ooe questioos

the fact that the army?®
has accomplished much good,
It the ‘‘geperni,” however, finds
that Ite influential power In
8alt Lake Qity, as in some

other American cities, i# mucb lces
than the energetic efforte of hia follow-
ergand the success in otber parts of the
world might lead Lo expect, the reason
cf thisisto be found in the fact that
tbe conditions here are vastly diffareut
from those in the larze ocities of the
old world. The majority of the people
bere are sincere believers in the Gospel
ang are constantly remioded of their
duties to their fellow meo. Stiil, there
may be a fleld for an ‘“‘army vorpe,*
and in so far a8 ite members devote
‘hemselves to the redempticn of the
failen, they merit and should reeive
the symipathy and good wisbes of the
beet element of the commuuoity.

———

THE CANADIAN PREMIER.

The Dominlon of Canaus bas been
deprived of its prime minister in a
summary and Upexpeoted manoer,
That official, 8ir John David Sparrow

Thompsou, apparently la the beetof
health and spirite oo tbe morning ot
December 12, wae stricken dowo by
heart disense eatly In the aftermoon,
just after be had attended s meeting of
ithe British ptivy council, at whioh be
bad been sworn 1b &e & 1I0ember, From
all appearapoes the deceased premier
might heve been classed as in the
prime of a vigorous manbood, He
recently passed his fiftieth- birtbday—
November 14. During the greater
yart of bis life be has beld leadiog
ofticial positions, having been appoiut-
ed a8 queen’s conpvsel when he wae
twenty-four yearaof age. Al one time
be acted as counsel on bebalt of the
I"nited States - goveroment before the
fisbery commission at Halitax under
the Wasbington treaty. Lo consider-
ation of bis servicea as a member of
the Britisb commiesion which arrapgeu
the fiabery treaty with the United
States in 1888, be was knighted by
Q ieen Victoria. Twelve years ago he
was made premier of Nova Bootis, and
recently attained = similar positiou in
the Dominioo government.

Io tbe death of Bir Jobmn, Great
Britain lnses one of her ablest apu
most influentia]l advocates of imperial
control on thia side of the Atlantio. A

native of Nova Bcotia, and Jescended.

from Irish ancestty, he was a typical
Britleher in urgiog, as the first duty
of Canada, allegianvce to the British
throne, Unifloation ofthe polonies Com-
ptised in Britieh North Amerlca was
tbe ohief aim of bis public policy, and
to bim perbaps more thao to soy other
man ia due the credit for resuits
achieved in this direction, and tor
stemming the risiog tide in favor of
Caoadian anpexation to the Upited
Biates, He aroused the sentiment of
self-ioterest tbhroughout the Domlinion
to a hign pitch, and galned practioslly
updivided support to the pclicy ot
subaidies for improved mail eervice,
closer traffic communication between
the‘'colonies and with the Oid World,

and other emterprices
charaoter.

While the demise of the prime min-
ister ie not an oocasion of apprehens
siveness Lo Ca0ada orto any natioo, it
18 8 Qquestion whether bis plapge cao be
filled by as powerful an advooate of
the jmpetial federation. The methodshe
followed in public affaira may be con-
tioued with greater or less vigor fora
time, but with the loss of his leader-
fbip it would not be a matter of sur-
prise if the Dominion experlenced
another and greater dJevelopment of
the deelre to break from the motber
ocountry and either ally its foriunes
with tbe United States or operate ue an
Independent republio.

of a general

THE NICARAGUA CaNsL.

Ia the Bensate this week the debate
on the subject of the Nicaragus onnal
huas been of a preliminary charaoter,

and suggeative of nop eariy sttempi to
bring the matter direotly before the
legislatora for some deflnite aoction.
Tiie promoters of tbe scheme for the
Uoplted Statea government to guarantec
vonus,and thus enable the construction
vi the ganal t» be pusbed forward to
cumpletion, are performing berculesnp
labors in bebaif of the mespure, and are
sanguine of lavorahie resuits, Thelr
oppouents ate no less vigoroue 1in re-
siating the suggested sotton, and are
equaily confident of success.

‘There 18 no question that the Nioa-
ragua canal is the granuest project of
the kind known to Hopanclering or en-
gineering in modero ttmes. Lt ie as far
abesad of theSuez canal as that stupend-
vus enterprise was in advance of any
otier artiticial waterway at the time
it was constructeu; and Its friends
assert ibsw)ite advaotages to loteroa-
tionnl commerce wikl be of proporiions
ately grealer btmportance, Some of
those who oppose tue Uuoited Stmtes
government giving aid to the Nioar-
agun canal urge that it 18 not a neces-
sity for the world’s commerce ut pree-
ent or in the mnear future, and that
when consiructed ita value, inanciai
apd otherwise, will be by no means
commepsurate with the expeoditure
necespary to bring it into eximtence.
Arguments of a rimilar pature were
brougit agalost the Suez scheme, but
their fallacy haviog been shewn by
experience, they are notaccorded much
weight lo the later pase)therefore it
appeals to he genersliy conceded that
the opanal woull be benefioial to the
world at large lo its commercial rela-
tions, by greatly sborteuing the time
of water traoeit betweeun the North
Atlantic anu North Pacific oceans,
avolding the loog amd perllous jour-
ey arbunod Cape Horn, snd at the

same time, by direct competition,
reuucing travscontipeotal rallway
freighta.

A specific logquiry with this country
ia whether the Unpited Btater wants
tha capbal bad epbough to cuaraptee
funds to the amouot of $70,000,000 or
more, Lf this were answered in the
affirmative, an the Irlends of the canal
insist that it should be, there still re-
malos the question of how that
guaranly sbalt he made to operate,
Vigorous opponents of the measure
priot out that the pressnt proposed
plan is merely ““a job,”’ by which tae

pressnt poesessors of the practically



