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WE are becoming a great people—that
is, compared with what we have been
—not very great compared with the
world ;but,nevertheless,we are increas-
ing very rapidly; the rising generation
is very numerous; and it wires ex-
ceeding diligence and watchiulness on
the Earl; of those who have the people
in charge as shepherds to see that the
means of instruction and counsel are
in proportion to the growth of the peo-

le, Fl’t this were not the case we
should soon havea generation of young
men and young women ignorant of the
principles of life and salvation and of
the policy and polity of the work of
God that He has established .on the
earth.

It is very necessary that as a people
we should have with us the spirit of
revelation from God, and not only
should we have it ourselves, but it is
also necessary that we should be taught
by those whom God has called to pre-
nl}zle over His Church and to lead in the
affairs thereof.

Our position is in many respects
critical. We are surrounded by ene-
mies who are constantly on the alert
and who are doing all in their power to
thwart the work of God, and to destroy
its influence on the earth. This being
the case itisexceedingly necessary that
every means which God has placed
within our reach for our improvement
and for the advancement of His work,

should be used by us.

The prophecies concerning Zion
~ which are on record are full of prom-

ises concerning the future growth of
this people, concerning the gﬁlnry that
shall rest upon Zion. But these pre-
dictions and promises are all condi-
tional. They will be fulfilled if we
place ourselves in a position to merit
their fulfilment,or to bring them about.
1f Zion fails to come up to the require-
ments which God has made of us, then
the fulfilment of these Eluriuua proms=
ises will undoubtedly be deferred. It
is therefore of importance that the
Latter-day Saints should come up to
the standard that God has given unto
us—that is, fulfll the requirements
which He has made of us.

Now, there are many points upon
which we need correction. We are
cuilty of many things that are not in
accordance with the mind and will of
God. There is a certain policy—if I
mayv use vhat phrase; I use it to convey
the idea to your min&s—ﬂnuneated with
the building up of Zion, a policy which
God has sought to enforce upon us
from the beginning until the present
time. Itis to a great exfent the same
policy that He urged upon and endeav-
ored to enforce in the midst of Israel,
when He led Israel out of Egypt.
When He inspired Moses to take the
steps that He did towards the emanci-
pat?uﬂ of the children of Israel from
the thraldom of the Egyptians He had
a definite purpose in view, and that was
to make them a nation of His own, a
people who should acknowledge Him
as their God, and He wished to make a
distinct race of them. For forty years
He led them through the wilderness
teaching them, counselling them,plead-
ing with them, training them, in order
to relieve them as far as possible from
the old traditions with which they were
burdened. There was no other object
in view than this—that is, I may say
this was the principle object. He
wished to separate them entirely from
all the nations of the earth by
whony they had been surrounded, and
to make them a peculiar people, a peo-

le who would look upon Him as their
?ﬂ.w-%iver, and who should look to Him
for all the instructions and counsels
and directions that they needed; but
because of their rebellions, and their
unwillingness to be thus submissive He
caused every man over 20 years of age
who left Egvpt, to die in the wilder-
ness except two. You remember,
doubtless, the circumstances which
brought a.]’:mut the preservation of the
lives of these two. The rest over 20
years of age all perishedin the wilder-
they not having faith suflicient to

ess _
]rlecefve the promises and to gain the
end that they started outfor when they

left Egypt. A new generation grew up
durinﬂhe 40 years of travel in the
wilderness—a generation that had to a
ﬁreu.h extent forgotten the traditions of

t, that had forgotten the idolatry
ntg F%g’ypt and the evil practices of
and then when this was brought
God led them unto the promised
e made of them a natien, a
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em, altho they failed as a genera-
glml to camgﬁlp to the fulness ol power
that He designed they should have. In
other words, taey failed to come u
the possesion and exercise of the
chisedek Priesthrood.

Now, God in like manner has de-
ed in these days in laying the foun-

Eia.gt.!ilun of Zion to establish a new vrder

1o
el-

 of things on the earth; to gather us out

from the nations of the earth; to make
us a peculiar people; to make us a holy
and a pure people upon whom He could
place His name and through whom He
can accomplish His great designs and

urposes on the earth; to make us a
Sistmct people from every other peeple

that lives upon the face of the earth,

God the Father and Jesus the Son have

descended, It is for this that angels
have come and ministered unto men.

It is for this that the Gospel has been

restored ; that the Priesthood has been

given to men; that the authority to ad-
minister the ordinances of life and sal-
vation has been .restored from the
heavens. It is for this that the spirit
ot gathering has been poured out upon
the inhabitants of tLe earth who have
received the Gospel, which has im-
pelled them todo as we have done, to
gather together as we are gathered to-
ether at this time in these valleys,and
it is for this that all that you witness
connected with this work, the power
that is manifested, the cfeliv_eram:ea
that have been wrounght out—it is for
this that these have all been accom-
plished. God has chosen this people
and has given unto them a mission.
But I ask myself, who of us compre-
hend it? Who of us rise to the full
conception of its importance, and who
understand the mind and will of God
in these mighty works of-which we
are the witnesses and connected with
which we are actors? We have been
plead with all the day long by the voice
of Prophets, by the voice of inspira-
tion, I may say by the voice of God
through His servants. We have been
told with the greatest plainness, the
mind and will of God concerning us
and the objects that He has had in
view in gathering us out and placimé: us
in the position which we occupy. But,
like the Israelites of old, the flesh pots
of Egypt have been sweet to us; the
leeks and the lonions of Babylon we
have hankered after. We have lusted
after these things. We have lusted
after that which God has commanded
us to forsake, and we have not becoine
emancipated from the love of Babylon.
It has been in our hearts. It has in-
fluenced us in our actions. 1t has gov-
erned us in our policy, and it has been
the great labor of the leaders of this
Church to endeavor to uproot this ac-
cursed lust that has been in the hearts
of those who are called Latter-day
Saints for that which they have been
commanded to forsake. God hascom-
manded us to forsake Babylon. He has
called us out from babylon; but though
we have come out from habflun we
have brought to a great extent Babylon
with us, the love of Babylon, the [love
of that which God abliors, and wnich
He commands us to forsake. We
have brought 1t with us, and to a great
extent we cherish it. And this is the
great obstacle in the way of building
up Zion. At the same time I do not
wish to speak discouragingly to my
brethren and sisters upon this peint,
I know that there are many, very man
in this Church who have sought wit
all the faith and diligence of which
they are capable to love the Lord, to
love Zion, and to dojeverything they
could to build it up in the earth,
know this. We have constant testi-
monies of this in looking at the Saints,
in mingling with them, and in witness-
ing the spirit they possess. But,
my brethren and sisters, 1 sometimes
feel that it is with us as it was with
our fathers whom God led out of
Egypt, for we are the descendants of
that people. Like our fathers we shall
have to undergo the same ordeals—
that is, ordeals that shall have for their
object the accomplishment of the same
ends, and I do not believe that He will
allow a generation of people to grow
up and witness the accomplish-
ment of all that he has spoken
concerning Zion who are not
perfectly willing to do that which He
requires at their hands. I believe the
old generation will pass away. I be-
lieve that like our fathers the bodies of
the Saints of God will be laid by the
wayside in the various places where
they live if they do not exercise faith
to receive the blessings that God de-
signs to bestow upon us as a people,
and that He will raise up a generation,
as He dic in the case of our fathers,
which shall have the necessary faich,
which shall be divorced from the oid
order of things sufliciently to go for-
ward and accomplish the mind and will
of God concerning Zion.

To-day look over the entire fleld that
we occupy. Examine the condition of
the Latter-day BSaints from the far
north to the extreme south; examine
the evils which surround us and with
which we have to contend and that
threaten the perpetuity of the institu-
tions of Zion. Examine our condition
in its true light, in all its aspects and in
all its particulars, and what will be
the conclusion that will De
reached respecting our circum-
stances? It will be this: that
there is no evil to-day that menaces

Zion that we feel it difficult to cope

with, that threatens the supremacy of
our rule in this land to.which God has
led us, that 18 not traceable to oar-
selves and that does not have its or-
igin in the reluctance of the people to
comprehend and to obey the counsel
which God has given through his ser-
vants ever since we came to these val-
leys. 1 leave it to every one of you to
decide for yourselves under the spirit
of God if this statement which I make
is not abundantly true and sustained
by facts. It isa sorrowful statement
to make, but it is nevertheless a true
statement, We have no dangerous or
threatening evils to contend with that
have not had their orizin in the dir~o-
bedience of some of the Latter-day

Saints to the counsel which God hast

given them,

God intended when he led Israel out
of Egypt that there should be no

and thre »eh » «teastablish and t0 per«' intermarriages between Israel and

hecause there have not been so mgny
temptations for them) of their taking
wives who were not of the Saints.
They have not married strange women
as did many of the Israelites, as did
solomon the wise king which God gave
to Israel. He married strange wives,
and thruu%h these marriages he was
led away into idolatry in his old age,
and the anger of God was brought up-
on him and his*house because of this.
Many of the eviis that fell upon Israel
were due to intermarriage on their part
with women who were not of
their faith, and who were from
nations who did not have the
same worship that Israel had.
Marriages of this nature are contrary
to the command of God. We are com-
manded not to marry with those who
are not of our faith, and no woman
ever did it, no girl everdid it that has
not sooner or later had sorrow because
of this. God is not pleased with such
marriages, and it is not in the nature
of things to expect blessings to follow
such intermarriages,

I have not time to dwell upon the
many points wherein we have failed.
To build up Zion should be the thought
ot every heart—to labor to establish
the cause of God in the earth, to be a
compact people. But we have violated
this counsel, until to-day, 1n some
places, it is questionable who shall
rule—the Latter-day Saints or those
opposed to them. Now, you all know
that the policy of this organization
which God bhas given us is not one that
is hostile to strangers. I would not be
understood in making the remarks that
I do on this occasiun as having any dis-
position to excitelhostility in the minds
of my brethren and sisters agdinst
those who are not of us. We never
have had that feeling, No man who
has any of the spirit of God within
him, and comprehends the nature of
God’s work, will have that spirit.
But there is a great difference, remem-
ber, between hostility to those who are
not of our taith and our sustaining and
upholding and taking them in our arms
and caressing them and bestowing
favors upon them that should only be
bestowed upon the household of faith.
For instance, i1f there were two stores
in this town, one occupied by a man
who is not of our faith, and another
occupied by a man who is of our faith,
a4 man whose whole interest were iden-
tifled with Zior, whose whole thought
was to bulld up Zion, and to advance

the cause thereof on the earth,
would I be an enemy of the
man not of wus because I did

not patronize him, but patronized and
sustained the man who is ot us? Cer-
tainly not; it would be no mark of en-
mity on my part to him. I might have
and would have a preterence for my
brother, for the man who was identi-
fled with me and who was laboring 1or
the same end; and this is the spirit we
should have. There are a great many
Latter-day Saints who have not been
able to discriminate sufficiently be-
tween these two spirits, They have
imagined that because we are not hos-
tile we must therefore be very loving,
and they do not see the line of demar-
cation which God has drawn and which
He wishes us to observe. - There is a
line and that line ought to be observed
by us. Joseph said in the beginning
that it was the duty of the Elders ot
this Cbhurch to labor constantly to
build up Zion and not to build up that
which is opposed to Zion, That em-
bodies in these fewwords the policy that
we should observe. Itisnotmy busi-
ness; God has not required it of me that
I should build up anything that is op-
sed to Zion, but on the contrary that
should always Kkeep in my thoughts
and be influenced by it in my actions
that which will advance the cause of
Zion, and that which will not refard it
or operate against it in any manner.
We have erred in this direction in the
past. There is a class of people among
us who have thought more of money
than they have about Zion. They have
gone where they could get the best
bargains regardless of the effect it
would have on the public weal. The
only looked te their individual benefit
and aggrandizement. There are many
such among us throughout our settle-
ments, and particularly in Salt Lake
City. They bhave bought and sold, the
have traded, they have done that whic
seemed right in their eyes, that would
promote their own personal bepefits
regardless of the effect it would have
upon the public, and I believe that that
18 & sin in the sight ot God with the

light and knowledge that we
have. 1 Dbelieve that the man
who does that g«rieves the spirit

of God, whether he does it on a
large scale or on a small scale. 1 be-
lieve that such a nan, unless he re-

ents, will not live to reap the bless-
ngs and benefits that God will bestow
upon those who labor for the building
up of Zion. I believe he will perish
just as our fathers perished in the wil-
derness, and will not live to enjoy the
blessings God has in store for the
faithful. I would rather, my brethren
and sisters, stand before you clothed
as these Indians are who wander
through our settlements; I would
rather be clothed in deer skins or in
goat skins; I would rather be destitute
of these things that men place so high
a value upon and be sure that I had tge
blessing «f my God, be sure that I
would s+_ure, by continuing faithful,
exaltat > im H's Kingdom, than to
have a. the wealth thatv this world can
furnish. I would ratber have the peace
of God in my heart; 1 would

rather have the blessing of God

things; I know it is pleasant to have
beautiful surrounaings;: I know it is.a
sweet thing for us to be able to sup-
ply our tamilies’ wants, and when they
ask to have it in our power to give;
but there is something higher, some-
thing nobler, something better than
this, and that is the favor of our God.
We should labor so as to have this,and
at the same time if we do, we may
rest assured that all the rest will be
added tous, He will not leave us
destitute. He will not deprive us of
the blessings of the earth. On the
contrary He will impart those bless-
ings to us, and not only to us but to
our children after us. ¥or we live not
for ourselves alone, hut we live tor
our posterity. We hope to be faithful
£0 as to gain the favor of God, that our

osterity after us will be remembered
n the days of trial ard in the
days of tribulatien and of calamity that
are to come upon the earth,a desire
that every faitnful man connected with
this Church must have if he under-
stands the promises and blessings of
God. His desire must be that, so long
as the earth shall stand, 8o long as time
shall endure, he will never be destitute
in any generation of a man who will
bear the Holy Priesthood; that he will
have a representative in all the gener-
ations to come, the generations from
now until time shall cease, In order
to obtain this promise ahd this bless-
ing men must be faithful unto God;
men must labor and struggle as our
fathers did through whose faithfulness
we have received those promises, and
through whose faithfulness, also, we
have received the Holy Ghost that we
now enjoy this day; that we,like them,
shall gain the favor of God so effect-
ually that He will confirm upon us
and our posterity after us the blessings
he confirmed upon Abraham our father,
those blessings that shall be felt
throughout all the generations to come
as long as time shall endure, That is
our privileze as Latter-day Saints, and
we should live for it, and God will help
as to obtain it if we are faithful, if we
do that which is right before Him.

In conclusion, my brethren and gis-
ters, I entreat you as a servant of
God, in the name of our Lord and
Master, to love Zion with all your
hearts, and not allow any other love to
enter therein, Love this work. De-
vote yourselves to it. Love our God.
Love Him suRremel and He will never
desert you. Keep His commandments,
no matter what the sacrifice may be.
Keep every commandment of God and
stand before the Lord blameless, so
that you will not be condemned, and
if you will do so He will lead you and
all of us back into Ilis celestial pres-
ence and crown us with glory, immor-
tality and endless lives, which 1 pray
may be our happy lot, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.
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III CHRONICLES—CHAPTER I,

| Behol® .athe evening of time great
things ¢ atinue to come to pass, and
great inducements are held out for
men who have patterned after the Pa-
triarchs of old in their marriage rela-
tions to acknowledge their error in so
doing and promise *‘‘to obey the law of
the land as interpreted by the courts,
and not to advise otaer people to vio-
late it.”

Behold those who will do this are let
down gracefully, and are not sent to
the place in the midst of the adobes
aforetime prepared for the obdurate,

Now, it is not my intention to com-
ment upon the action of men who con-
form to these demands of the courts,
for all men are agents unto themselves
to do as seemeth them
rather charge that ye read the good
books, and ponder well in your hearts
what ye read. for behold I make a few
quotations that your pure minds be
stirred up by way of remembrance:

‘““‘Ye ere the salt of the carth; but if
the salt have lost his savor, wherewith

¥ | shall it be salted? it is henceforth good

for nothing but to be cast out and to
be trodden under foot of man.”

‘““Ye are the. light of the weorld.”
“Let your light so shine before men
that they may see yoar good works and
glﬂrify your Father which 18 in

eaven.”
“Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments, and
shall teach men so, he
called the least in the Kingdom of
heaven; but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven.”

“For I say unte you, That except
your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scripes and Phar-
isees, ye shail in no case enter into the
kKingdom of heaven.”

‘‘It hath been said, Whosoever shall
put away his wife, let him give hera
writing of divorcement.” Bat I say
unto you, That whosoever shal put
away his wife, saving for the cause of
fornication, causeth her to commit
adultery; and whosoever shall marry
her that is divorced committed adul-
tl'EI'T.” .

‘““Thou shalt not forswear thyself,
but shall perform unto the Lord thine
oaths."”

‘‘NO man can serve two masters; for
either he will bate the one, and Jove
the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and Mammon.”

““‘Give not that which is holy unto

fore swine, lest they trample them

good, but|

shali be

kingdom of heaven, but h i
the will of ‘ .

e 2 my father whch if)

“Many will say to me in that;
Lord, Lord, have we not prupﬂ:t "
thy name? and in thy name hm
out devils? and 1n thy name dopgys"
wonderful works?” .
I “And Ehen will I %mtﬂﬂ unto g

never knew you: rt from g >
that work iniquity § *

‘*And I say unto you, that many
come from the east and west,
8it down with Abraham, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heave d
the children of the kingdom
cah\sil;l ubut into iuuter (cllarkneau: ko
shall be weeping and gnashiy
teeth.” o

“Whomsoever, therefore, shall
fess me before men, him w{lll
also before my Father which 4%
heaven.”

“*But whosoever shall deny me
men, him will I also deny bejy
Father which is in heaven.,”

“¥For by thy words shalt thog}
tified, and b; thy words thou s
cugﬂemned. ;;1 jia

‘O generation of vipers,
warned you to flee from the'
come? “Bring forth therefor § ©
worthy of repentance, and begay
say within yourselves, We hawd) |
ham to our father; for I sayu ;
that God 18 able of those sy
raise up'children unto Abrahs’ 11

‘‘Jesus saith unto them, Ifyy;
Abraham’s children, ye wo iy,
works of Abraham.’ . |

‘“Woe unto the world |
offenses! for it must needs bely
fenses come;; but woe to thl,,
by whom the offense cometh!”

“For this cause sha!l a my
father and mother, and shall cle
his wife; and they twain shall §
flesh. W’her&fnre, they are nog,
twain, but one flesh. Whattl
God had joined together, let mi
put asunder.” -

““Fill ye up then the measureds
fathers. Ye serpents, ye genersih,,
vipers, how can ye escape thed
tion of hell?”’

**Marriage is ordained of Gol
manp, that the earth might answe
end of its creation, and be fille
the measure of man, accordisg
creation, before the world was!
(D. C. 49, 15-17.) :

“*Outside of marriage, the sil

of man would be incomplete,” *
ther is the man without the ms
neither the woman without the oy
the Lord.”
_ **All the works of God,
impress of eternity.”” *‘Lkunow
whatsoever God doeth, it shall be
ever; nothing can be putw\
nnyt.fling be taken from it,”’

“The lL.ord God said, It is
that man sbould be alone.”

h

“*The husband is the head
wife, even as Christ is the hea
church.”

‘*Husbands, love your wives;
as Christ also loved the chu
ought men to love their wives as
own'bodies, He that loveth his
loveth himself, for no man eve
hated his own flesh.” " *

“‘Let every one of you in paict
80 love his wife, even as himsel)

“If a man be found lying W
woman, married to a husband,
they shali both of them die.”

“If ploral marrisge be unb
then is the whole plan of salw,
through the house of Israel af
and the entire fabric of Chrig
without foundation.” t

MGod said to Abraham: ‘It
Almighty God: walk before me# ¢
thou perfect, and I will make mf i
nant between me and thee, a
multiply thee exceedingly.
Abraham fell on his face, &
talked with him, saying: ‘As
behold, my covenant is with the
thou shalt be a father ot m# |
tions,’ " |

‘‘Abraham received all things! ¢
soever he received, by revelati
commandment."’

**God commaunded Abrahania
Sarah ﬁnva Hagar to Abraham
And why did she do it? B
was the law.”

‘“¥or behold I reveal unto
and an everlasting covenant:
abide not that covenant, then
damned; for no one can
covenant, and be permitted
into mrﬁlﬂr{."

“For all who will have a bl
my hands, shall abide the la
was appointed for that bless
the conditions thereof, as w
tuted from before the foun
the world.” .

‘““And as pertaining to the o
?veitl.miinl cnvem}nt, it was 108 !
Or the fuliness of my glory; #
that receiveth a fuInesun i
must and shall abide the Il:ﬁ-!

o-Jlic

shall be damned, saith the

““And in order to obtain the !
& man must enter into this 0N«
the Priesthood, (meaning the nev
everlasting covenant of marriage
if he does not, he cannot obtainf
may enter into the other, but ©
the end of his kingdom, he canno!
an increase." I

“‘And everything that is in the ™
whetner it be ordained of meh
thrones, or principalities, or PO
or things of name, whatsoever |
may be, that are not by me, orb!
word, saith the Lord, shall be

the dogs, neither cast your pearls be- |

down, and shall not remain after
are dead, neither in nor after]

urrection, saith the Lozd yOur ¢




