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I f-ffelf-elel that I can certainly bear my
testimony to those things which I have
heard this morning and I am very
gratefulgrateful to furm ur Heaven y Father that we
havehaye so many evidences of His kindness
and mercy towards Zion We are conco-

n Is called upon from almost every
quarterguarter of the globe for more Elders to-

be
toto-

bebelam sent out to preach the Gospel andan-
di wewe have found it somewhat difficult to

supply ththe demand although the callsr that are made upon the Elders are as aa-

l mierule responded to with pleasure and
alacrity The general answer made byb-

ythethe Elders is I feel honored to be
considered worthy to be called to go on-

a
on

a mission and with the help of the
14thetLordord I will be on hand at the time

appointed But all of the answers are
not of this kind Occasionally andan-

d

and-
- especially of late we receive replies

that run somewhat in this way I am
pleasedreleased to be honored with a callcan to gogo-
on11 on a missionmission but I am sorry to say

ff-ff that at present I do not see how it isis-

YjY possible for me to respond I am inand my affairs are inin such a shape
at it would be impossible forme toto-

rr
arrangee them so that I could leave upon
the missionmission at the time appointed and II-

S
w- ould be pleased if you could grant me

S monthsix-months or a yearsyear's time and I willwil-
l

will-

-
e-

ndeavor to straighten upup my affairs
and by that time be ready to respond to

4callcall lateOf-lateOf late we have had quite aa-

mumbermber of responses of this kind fromfrom
if thebe Elders Of course we regretegret this i

J riotnot only because we need theirtheU services
1 in the missionary field but because it

grieves us to know that our brethren
fff1farearewe in debt As we are paSSIngpassing through

i a time ofif stringency and scarcityscarcity of
meanscleans it
that we will experience to pay our
debts to get square with the world and
then resolve intn our minds that for the

1 future we will keep out otof debt as far as
possible I have noticed that in times

J when money is plentiful and everything
isis flourishing the people are moremore-

yi prone to incur obligations that they are
77y to fail in meeting them In timaretimeses

of scarcity it is easier to economize to
retrench and to settle up our obligationsobligatio-
ns

obligation-
s-as farfac as we can

f We have demands for missionaries for
Holland and we search all over the

f country to find Hollanders who can gogo-

EckbackEck to their native land to preach the
Gospel We find it difficult however to

Sf

meet the calls that are made upon us for
missionaries to that land We are concon-con-
stantly

con-
stantly

con-
stantly called upon for Norwegians and
Swedes to go to their native land to
preach the Gospel and we findClOd it somesome-some-
what

some-
what

some-
whatwhat difficult to obtain sufficient number
for this purpose It is not so difficult to
find Danes to go to Denmark We are
generally pretty well supplied with Elders
of this nationality We need Elders to-
go

toto-
go

to-
gogo to Germany It seems hard to find
good bright intelligent men who can
speak the German language and who
can go to Germany to preach the Gospel
The Gospel is being opopenedned up remarkremark-remark-
ably

remark-
ablyably in that land and religious toleration
isis enlarging there We have had calls
made upon us for Elders to go to the
Holy Land andnd we find it ddifficult to
supply the demand It is the same in
other directions Not that Elders are
scarce but to find those who are really
suited for these calls is what makes it

I

difficult When a man is wanted to gogo-
to

go-
toto Sweden we want to send a man
that can talk Swedish to Norway aa-

man
a-

man
a-

manman who can talk Norwegian to GerGer-Ger-
many

Ger-
many

Ger-
manymanyamany aa a man who can talk German
When we send Elders to the islands of
the sea we are under the necessity of
calling young men who are capable otof
acquiring with facility a knowledge of a
foreign language In consequence otof
this it is not an easy task to obtain a
sufficient number of Elders to meet the
calls that are made upon us In ad-adad-
dition

adad-
dition

ad-
dition to this as I have said when
Elders are called upon one is in debt
and cannot go another has married a
wife must make a home and cannot go
another hasbas bought him a farm and he
cannot go and another has entered
land and he has to stay until his time to
prove up shall come and there are a
number of excuses of this kind which
adds to the difficultydisc Ity we experience in
meeting the many calls that are made
upon us But it must be said that these
are the exceptions The rule is that
those who are called upon respond
cheerfully and this is very gratifying

You will please excuse me for talking
a little about missionaries There is aa-

II committee of Apostles appointed to
look directly after the calls that are
made for Elders to go out to preach the
Gospel and I hhappen to be a member
of that committee therefore I have
something to do in relation to these I

matters The word ofot wisdom also
concerning which Brother Young has
been speaking has something to do
with these matters For when we call
upon a young man to go upon a mission
and we fInd that he is addicted to the
pernicious habit of using tobacco it is-

an
isis-

an
is-

anan obstacle to his going It will not dodo-
to

do-
to

do-
toto send a man out to preach the Gospel
with a cigarette or a cigarcigar or a pipe inin
his mouth It is a sorry thing to know

that numbers of the young men of Zion
who ought to be fitting themselves forany position in the hKingdom of GodGod-
are

God-
are

God-
areare addicted to this pernicious habit ofsmoking tobacco Brother Heber JGrant probably when he shall talk toyou will tell you about how many
hundred thousand of dollars worth oftobacco is smoked every year The
amount would astonish you Brother
Heber is a mathematician and he has
been making calculations upon thissubject the result of which will astonish
you I think A young man who is
addicted to these habits of using tobacco
and drinking is not a fit subject for-
a

forfor-
aa mission He is under the
sitynecessityofot reforming before he can becomequalified togoto go out to preach the Gospel
to the world Then think otof it for athemomentthe idideaa of calling a young
man to go out to preach the Gospel who
needs to be preached to and to
Is it not a sad reflection on the youth of
Zion that there should be a single
young man in Israel who when calledupon to take a mission would have to
undergo radical changes in himself in
orderordet to be prepared for that glorious
work We do not send young men
abroad to preach the Gospel if we
know it who are addicted to any perper-perniciouspractices We must send
young men that are exemplary in every
way who are pure-mindedpure and faithful
andanadwho will go out into the world anaand
dda good not only by precept but by
example also I do not know whether

t-

herethere are any young men in this concon-
ferenceconferencewho need preaching to upuponn
this subject but there may be a good m-

anymany fathers here who have sons thatwill be called to go out to the world topreach the Gospel and I would like toenjoin it upon the young menmeimen that arerehere and upon the fathers and mothersof the younyoung men that are not hereberethat from this time forth they willWIt s ttheir minds upon pruning out allH these
dry branches aridandaril bringing themselvesthemselves-to the standard thatthat is set fortor us iniii ththe

K-

ingdomKingdom of God ththatt when we arat e
called upon forfor anything we shshallll beready andnd be willing to sayssay HereHer I1 am
the LordL rd can command meOleme and IIamamready to obobeyy His commandscomm

It is important thereforetherefore-therefore that we
should observe the WordWOld of Wisdom
that has beenbeebeen given to us If the memomem-
bersmembersof the Church were to abstain oneyear from the use of tobaccointoxicatingingInK drinks and tea and coffee therewould remain in this country enoughmoney to pay every debt owned by thethe-peoplethepeopleTalk about hard times andscarcity otof money when we areate payingghundreds of thothousandssands of dollars eveverytyyear for these articles that are injurious
and hurtful unfitting us for the ministry
and for googood standing in the Church of


