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from (God; therefore very frequeutly

il a man thought the other sects
were in error, he feft emboldened to
go. forth and Jay the founda-
tion of a mew  sect. Yet
all these elalmed to be the followers
of the Bou of Guod, that hioly Being
who prayed that His dis¢iplesshould
be as one, even as He and the
Father were one.  This splitting up
and division at the present tiine was
indeed sad to cootemplate. [t was
due to the withdrawal of the holy
Priesthood—of the authority from
God. [n vain men strove to build
up churches to God and to save the
souls of mankind if they did not
have the everlasting Priesthood,
whinh Gud always honored when
men bore it nu the earth. The
warld was shocked at the very men-
tion of holy angels descending from
heaven; but how else could this au-
thority have been restored? Noth-
ing could be roore logical, although
be knew this thought was very
startling Lo people in these days,

If there wuas any lack of fuith,
power or gifts in our day il wus not
because God hal changed, because
He withheld from His Church the
gifts that He once hestowed upon it,
but because the, children of men
themeelves had departed from the
truth.

The Latter-day Haints would be|

the most ungrateful and unworthy
people in the world if they did not
honor the Priesthood. But there was
x difference between honoring the
Priesthood, the authority of God, and
giving away their manhood, and do-
Ing such thingsas they wereaccused
of, No peopleon earth valued free
agency as did the Latter-day Saints;
they preached it and taught their
children that they were free agents
—Ifree to choose and act for them-
selves. They would pot bind a man
hy a single hair to do something
which his own free will would nnt
prompt him to do. The Latter-day
Saints acknowledged they were as
one, and thauked God for the
gospel which had hrought them to-
gether; but because of this oneness
it did pot foliow that they did not
reason and hold individualopinions,
—that they were led by one mind
or.one man. People who had done
what the Latter-day Saints had
dene had shown their ipndepen-
dence; for it required independ-
ence and courage to emhrace
this Gospel aud become Latter-day
Saints. Thousands had believed in
their priuciples but had not the
courage bo espouse them and cast
their lot with the Saints Quoting
the words of the Prophet Jeseph
when onee asked nt Nauvoo
bhow it was that such good order
prevailed among his followers and
everything was so well regulated,
¢1 teach them good principles, and
they govern themaclves ® the
speaker sali that that wns the
case with the Lutter-day Bainta all
through.

[n conelusion, he exhorted his
hearers not to allow selfishness to
come between them 8o as to produce
dinintegraticen. He prayed that
God would bless them, fill them
with His Holy Spirit, enlighten
their minds and give them joy and
puace,

PRESBIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF
spoke very briefly. He said he did
not believe there ever was a time in
the history of the world when there
existed so little faith among the
yeople with regard to God, His Bon

esus Christ, and the gospel ns was
the case today.

Just as soon as the Lord or-
ganized thiz Chursh, with the same
prineciples which belonged to it in
ancient days, it seemed as though
the whole world was stirred uwp
against them as a people. They
were therefore led to ask the cause
of all the opposition and persecu-
tion which had attended the Latter-
day Baints throughout the whole
Christian world; and the answer
came “Because you differ from us
in religion. You preach the gifta,
graces, and revelations of Jesus
{Christ today a8 taught in ancient
dnys, and we do not believe in them.
Those things were taughtin the dark
ages to convince the children of
men of the work of God. We mnow
live in the glorious Gospel light,and
we do oot neel' them > That was
the kind of te:ching hy ministersin
the present day; but he (the speak-
er} would say in answer to this:
*Then, for God’s sake, give me the
dark ages of the wotld.”?

He did uct believe there ever
lived a people. either in this or any
other generation, who bad been
more lied about than the Latter-day
Saints. It was astonishing how
little these Mormous,’’ as they
were e¢alled, were knewn in the
world. Btrangers who came iato
this eity would sometimes enquire
of a man whom they saw standing
on the street—sapd who had probab-
ly made up his miod ensugh to lie
about them — something about
the “Mormons,’” and they learned
from bhim in Bve mioutes all about
““Mormonism.>> These people re.
turned home and told what they
had learned, and the story spread
until the truth was bardly ever
heard. [t had been asserted here in
years gone by, as a reproach against
the Latter-day Baints, thut not a
man or woman conld send a letter
anywhere ont of tbe [Perritory
without the Presidency of the
Church first reading it. Sueh state-
ments were of course false. Why,
he had scarcely time to read his
ownR letters when written, much
less thoae of the many thousands of
people wlio dwell here, There was

just as much truth in that as in the

statement that the Presidency told
every Latter-day Baint how tg vote,
He had resided in this valley some
forty-four years, an.l he cuild eafely
say that during the whole of that
time, 8o far as he could reeollect.
he had never told any man or
woman how to vote. [f he had toli
anyone, it had only been some of
ljs own bLoys who might have
nsked hie ndvice; but he did not re-
member even that.

Falsehood had been apread over
the whole world to such un extent

that the people barlly kuew what |-

to believe in regard to the Latter
day Saints. Some persons had ae-
tually entertaioed {he idea that the
“‘Mormons’’ had horns! Thespeaker
recited an incident bearing on this
absurd fallacy. On one oceasion, he
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'said, a few QGentile gentlemen got

into the company of a young *Nor-
mon®’ Elder for the first time. He
was a good-looking, bright, and iu-
telligeut young fellow, and they
were somewhat surprised to find
that he was like other men. They
all wore their hats at the
time, and one of The compauy de-
sired the Kider to remove his from
his head. He at once complied with
the request, remarking, however, as
he diu so, ““You see | am young
and my horns have oot begum to
grow yet.”?

President Woodruff related an-
other circumstance within his ex-
perience. Bome yearsago he traveled
iromn Ogden with a party of clergy-
men. Upon their arrival bere, and
on passing the Bixteenth Ward
schoolhouse, one of the number
inquired what that building was nsed
for. On being informed, the ques-
tioner expressed his astunishment,
remarking that he hadl po idea the
“Mormons” had schools!

The world was oppused to the
Latter-day Baints on almost every
ground; and as to revelation, it was
one of the worst things a man could
believe in if he wished to be popular
with the multitude outside.

He urged the Latter-day Baints
to exercise faith in (God, to believe
in Him and in His SBon Jesus (Christ
as the Bavior of the world. If they
were not united they were not the
people of God. Let them live true
to their religion, locking forward to
the promises which God had made
unte them, and which He would
assuredly fulfil if they walked ln the
ways of rizghteousness.

The chdir sang the anthew:

From afar, gracions Lord, Thou hast gath-
ered Thy flock.

The benediction was pronounced
Ly Apustle Abraham H. Cannoon.

FARMERS IN UTAH.

MR. JOMN BELL, general manager
of the Lobn-don-Coloradoe Mortgage
and [nvestment Company, has been
interviewed by a loeal reporter and
reluctantly made some remarks of a
pusiness nature, his present vlait
here being more one of pleasure
than of work. In the course of hiwr
remarke he said, in apswer toa
question as to the fleld Utah made
for “loaning:”

eExcellent; nothiug like it In the West.
Everyone ther¢ has been makin{z money for
forty years; soyne mnrée, some |ess. Why,
the farming commupity s sumply unigoe.
It seema almoss Lo provoke a-lnagh to hear
of farmers 1n the Wast who are out of debt,
I attribute ihia to the fact that the land has
heen divided into small parcels and is well
tilled. There is plenty of room, howerer,
for more farmers.

«wPhe splendid growtn of Sall Lake has
called for loan money on buildings.and wil)
nndoubtedly eontinue to do so. But there
is a vast amount of wealth 1n the city, the
aceumulation of years 1rom mines, stock,
merchandising, This accumulation 18 what
provides a fine margin for outaide capitxl.”

This is good testimony to the con-
dition of our farming community,
and shows that the stateménts made
concerning their “abject poverty,”’
frequently repented in the *“Liberal”?
organ from which the foregeing «¢x-




