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A MOST INFAMOUS PRESS
DISPATCH.

WE have had occasion to complaio
msny times of the untruthful die-
patches sent by the Balt Lake agent
of tho Association which furnishes
news for the press of the Pacific

Coast. Recently there huas been
somesjmprovement In the telegramis
dated from this  place which appear
in the Californis papers. The ex-
tent of misrepresentation lately has
been but a mere tiniing comparad
with the deep-dyed falzsehoods which
not long ago were rent west over the
wires, However the anouxed para-
graph from the Ban Francisco Ex.
anuner, which was puablished as a
diapateh from Balt Lake, shows that
the pame splrit of wilful deceit i3 ab
work as of old, and is likely to mani-
fest jtself at any opportuniiy: |

©The recent gecision of Judge Hon-
ter. whigh has the eflort of keeping
a Mormon ln the office o Probate
Judge'of Waber County, continnes
to be ths subject of much comment,
Commissionsr Rauisey says the Ed-
munds bill forbids & polygamist trom
holding office or sltting as a juror,
but Judge Huafer, in two rullings,
has held that they may hold office
and bs jurore. Lt transpirea further
that his decialon ns to the office-
holding was expected by the Mor-
mons snd confidently discounted in
advance, ‘This fact isregurded zs of
starting signifleance.”

The abaojute untroths contained
in that brief paragrph are of such a
nature that they are evidently told
with malice prepsnse and afore-
thonght. Although they do not
meterially aflectus one way or the
other, we consider it our duty to
point them out, that the Company
may underatand them and then de-
cide whether it is for the public in-
trerest to have facta or fictlon sent
over the wires for news,

M the first place there ia no ¢re-
cent decision of Judge Hunter” in re-
1ation to the ProbateJudge of Weber
County. No such decision has been
rendered by him, There has beens
decision by the BupremeCourt of the
Territory on that matter, from
which Judge Hunter disrented.
That very fact shows that the deci-
eian wes not Judge Huanter’s.

In the second place, the declsion
of the Bupreme Court referred to
does not have the effect of *“geeping
a Mormon in the oifice of Probate
Judge of Weber County.” It con-
firms the judgment of the lower
court, giving the oflice to hls oppo-
nent, the appointee of the Governor.
Eveu If the case ia carried np to the
Bupreme Court of theUnilea Btates,
and the incumbent remains in hig
his office until a fina) judicial deci-
wion is reached, the ruling of ihe
Court does not have tho effect of
keeping him in the office, because
it is againsi his remaining, And
the dissent of Judge Hunter from
the decision has no effsct ut all npon
his remaining or vacatling, ss it was
merely a dissgreement with the
ruling which stande as the judg-
ment of the Court.

In the third place, there has been
bat dittle comment on Judge Hun-
ter’s position with regard to this

brlef reference in the local pa-
pers snd casual remarks by persons
who have watehed it, being the ex-
tent of the intereat it has exclied.
And we fre safe in stating that
there ie scarcely a lawyer of ubility
and reputatlon in this city who does
not agres with Judgze Huntat’s view
{u dissenting from the majority of
the Court in this instance, the rul-
ing being looked upon as a political
rathor than a legal one.

In the fourth piace Judge Hunlser
hns not ruled that a peolygamiat
may hold offiea and be s Jaror.
thls c¢ase, as we have shown, he
made no rullng at all, and in his
expressed no such
% *opinion, nor can it be Inferred from

' any remarks he made on ths caee,
I the recent empaneling of a grand
ury-—~which no doubt is the other
instance siluded to In the dispatch

—when the depuiy prorecuting at-
lorney attempted to cballenge jurars
in regard to their bellef in and prac-
tlee of polygamy under the sighth
gectlon of the Edmunds law, Jndge
Hunter showed that wunder that
fection polyzamists nnd others ware
debarred from holding office, but
stated that n man raust firat be con-
victed of an ctfense before he ean ba
punished for committing - it,a posl-
tion in which he will bo sustained
by every sane, unprejudiced law-
yerin tne country. He did not
rule that a polygamist could be a
Juror. Hie declsion was acioalily tha
other way. He susained the law
tfully and completely. He d<clared
that under that section of tha law
polygamist conld not hold office, bat
ne claimed, a8 we have n.dicated,
that mere gompiclon or heareay
wouald not suffice, proof must pre-
cede punishment,

In the fifth place the only ground
for ihe statement sbout the sxpecta-
tion: of “‘startling significange,”is the
comment of a country paper on
Judge Hunter’s diseenf—afier it
bad been publizhed in this clty—-to
the effect that such an opinion
Wwas no more than was io have been
expected. Where the*starting sig-
nificance” eomes in we fall {0 sze,
bapduse, a8 we have proven, the dis-
gent had no effect whatever upon
the result, the decislon of the lma-
jority of the ©Court not bein
changed by it or rendered any the
less conclusive.

B0 far as Judgze Hunter is con-
corned, we have no interest in siat-
ing the facts except that we do not
want lies told about our Jocal affairs.
If we agres with His Honor on the
points for which he is now aseailed,
we have disagreed with him on
others and have expressed our disa-
greement freely and plainly. His
position ia now grossly naisrepresen-
ted by the press-diepatcher, and
therefore we present the truth,

To every obzerving and eandid
mind the press dispatch we have
copied from tue Ezaminer will ap-
pear simply infamous. It ia untrue
in fact, in Inference siid in Intent.
And we mek the Manager of the
Assoeistion  which eupplies the
Coast papers with newe, whether it
ia the okject of the Company to lend
its wires and Influence to aid de-
slgning villainy in damaging the
reputation of publlz officers, thus
working misebisf by helping hie
perspnal enemies In eflorte for his
injury, and at the same time de-
celving the public with base aund
inéxcusable faisehood? It is time

that something was done about it
and a stop put to this shameful
lying by lightning.

CONGRESS AND THE TERRI-
TCRIES.

A PAYER representing the “Jcseph-
ites” and called tho Suint's Herald,
coples a sentence or two from the
DesSEReT NEWS in rezard to the as-
snxmptions of Congress. We stated
that “The psople of the Terrilories
are not the ‘property’ of the United
Biates,” and the Herald avzwaers:

“This is quite true, but the terri-
tory on which those people live 18
the property of the B‘:llted Bintes,
and the peonle iiving on that terrl-
tory sre tenanis at wiil, and wards
of the Government. There 13 no
safer foundation for the exerclse of
govarnmental control and protec-
tlou over the Divitict of Columbia,
over which Congress has exclusive
fariadictlon In rli cases thao for the
exercize of like powera over Utah, or
any other territory the common
property of the States.”

The editor of the Herald profestes
to bte = lawyer, If the cialm hss
any walidity ho muost kuow that
Coungress has no rightful powers but
thoze conferied by the Constitation,
also that powers not granted are re-
served; if he dces notyhe may learn
these simple paints fiom the instru-
ment itself. 'That no sach powers
as those exercieed over Utah are
constitutionally vested in Congresa,
i a matter beyond dispuie, becauce
there Is nothing In the Constitution
that confers them upon that body.
Thete i3 a “‘safe foundation® for ex.
clusive jorisdiction over the District
of Columbis and over the ports,
magazines, arsenals and dockyards
of the United States, because it ig

In | speciBeally conferred upon Congress;

but it Is not extended any further,
and therefore such other powers of
thin kind that &re exercised are
mweraly asauimed, and have np war-
rant in fhe Bupreme Law of the
Land.

But he cialms that the people of

Utiah live on Sthe property of the

United Btates,” and are “'tenants
at will. Is this true? How csn it
be 80, when they have bought and
paid for the iand or territory which
#a3 the property of the United
Btates, and now own it In fee simple?
Arc the pioprietors of the eoll, hold-
iog =absoluie Gltle thereto, mare
‘“tenants at will?” We think nof.
They occupy the same yosition in
this regerd as people owning land in
tha Btates. We commend Judge
Black’s unsnswerable argument oo
the subject of the powers of Con-
gress over the Territories to Lha care-
ful consideration of the elitor of the
Lamoni Herald.

He adnlts that “ihe peopls of the
Terri cry of Utah are wntitied to »
republican form of govercment,”
and goes on to sy that:

f(sngress is in duty bound to see
that republican insiitutions, such as
prevali in the Biates, and which cou-
stitute the Repatdic shall likewise
prevail in all the Territoriea of the
United States, Utah wlways inolud-
ed..”

We underatand very well what
he alludes to and does not specify.
But we would like him to show
wherein the powers he claims for
Congreas over the Territories, and
the epecial legislation he and his as-
sociates aiterapted toobtain tor Utab,
comport with “a republican form of
government.” [s‘'‘exclusive juris-

& | diction” over the lives, liberties and

fortunes of A hundred and flity thou.

sand people by a body in
whose electlon they have no
voice mor vote, republican? Is

the abaoclate veto power of an officer
appointed without their consent by
another officer whoobtained positien
Independent of their suffrages, re-
publican? Ia an arbitrary enact-
ment suramarlly depriving people
of the frauchiee without judicial
proceedings, republican? Is the
packing of juries with the avowed
enemies of the accueed, and hia de-
prival of the right of trial by a jury
of hia peers, republican? Is the at-
tempt Ptogive power to one man,
forced upon the people 2gainst their
wishes, to appoint officers that by
law should be elected by the people,
republican? Would the control o
Utah by an appointed Commission,
involving the aboliiion of all the
elements of Iocal eelf-governmen t—
which we understand the editor of
the Lamon! Herald has advocated—
be in any way republican?

The truth i3 that the whole terri-
torial eystem, which bas growno up
outside of constltutional pawers, Is
not only anrepublican, but Is anti-
republicau, despotic, ty rannical and

prossive, and, as cxercised over

?.}Jtah, i@ more so than anythiog at-
tempted by the British Guvernment
over the colonles which repudiated
tte anthority. **Republican institu-
tions such as prevail in the Btates”
are all we ask for in Uiah, and thair
very existence ‘1z involved in the
principle of local rule by the majori-
ty of the people In the dfstrict or
Terrifory or Htate. Anything less
then this ia not republican. Esch
organized commonwealth must have
this right for iteelf over iis own al-
fairs, or the cesence of Amerlcan re-
publicaniam is absemt. Of course
this right must - bea Tegulate
ed by the Constitution and the
laws of Congress passed in pursn-
ance thereof. No cne pretends that
within the boundaries of the United
-Jtales any number of people meay or-
ganize an independent political body,
without subordination to the Qene-
ral Government or practical recog-
nition of the SBnprems Law of the
Land.

What Is objected to, is the exer-
oise of governmental powers over
each a body of people without their
consent; the violation of the princl-
ple of 3 government of the people,
for the people, and by the pecple;”
the gilcncing of the popular voice in
the coutrol of thelr local aftaire; the
arbitrary domination ¢ver them of
persone foroed upon them as officers
agalpet their will; the abrogation of
laws passed byti:air elected repre-
reniatives and only affecting their
local interesia; the interference with
their common privileges as citizens
and their rights a# individas]l mem
wers of Lho great body politic; all of
bhich are involved in the meurpation
that has obtained under the vain
and absurd wresting and twisting of
the Constitution resorted to as ap
sxcuee for the territorial eystem,
and which is refated by the plain
and express lnnguage of that sacred
inetrament itself.

We nolice with profound satla-
faction that all the attempts that
have been made to oppose this pogi-
tlon amomnt to nothing bnt asser-
tion, ridlatle, personal abuse and
claims of expediency. It has never
been shown that the Constitution

confers any such powera as that
claimed for Congress over the Terri-
tories, and until that 18 uone the ar-
gument stands., Neither the peo-
pie of Utah nor the lands they oe-
cupy are tha “property of the United
Statesy” they are entitled to **a re-
publican form of government,”’
which cannot exist under the pre:
sent syetem and the assumption of
the absolute powsr and exclusive
jorisdiction of Congress. And the
best, most constitutional and ration-
al way out of the dilemma is for
Congress to admit Utah a= a Btate
in the Upiont,on an egual feoting,
with similar privileges and the spame
general restrictions zs the existing
Btates, That alone}will bring the
end of the gantroversy,

A TIME OF TRIBULATION.

IN snother part of this paper will
be found & recapitulation of the
prineipal disasters recorded iu the

blic prints ocourring in the month
of January. When the present
‘month has passed away its record
will be equal In horror and sorrow-

fire, sccident, crime, suicide an

sudden death have made awful
havoc in the world in February., If
the year continues to bring forth
trouvle to anything like the extent
of ita opening, it will be the most
prolific of dleaster and destruction
of sny in the annals of the Exsrth.

Thatwe sre entering upon the
time of “‘the great tribulation® fore-
told by the Hon of Man and the
great prophets of olden tlme, i3 evi-
dent to those who have eyes to see,
ears to hear, and hearts to under-
stand. Not only zre these cigns of
the times significant portents of
that period of sorrow, but the reve-
Intion of the everlasting Goepel to
be preached **ug a witness to sll na-
tions,’ the reatoration of powers aud
principles and gifta and ordinances
long since lost, the work of the Fa-
ther smong the Lamauites, the
movement towards Palestine among
the Jews, and many other things
which the “wise” will underatand,
point to the fulflment of the pre-
dictions of inspired men conecerning
that time of trouble, the equal of
which has not been known from the
heginning. .

In the midst of it ali Jet the Saints
remcmber toe injanction of the
Savior, ““Stand ye in holy places.”
Be nnt troubled in spirit, bot,watch-
ing the rolling forth of the purposes
of the Eternal be, prepared for the
timre when “all things that ean be
shaken will be shaken, and only that
which ennpot be shzken shall re-
maint*?

_— e ——

BEAR LAKE STAKE COX-
FERENCE.

The Quarterly Conference of the
Bear Luke SBtake of Zion convened
according to appointment on Feb.
10th and 11th. The stand was og.
cupled by the Pretideney of the
Btake and the Bishops of the vari-
ous wards. The representation of
the wards was full and complete,
the reports showing an incresse of
faith and righteousness in the midet
of the pecple, and motably a more
faithful cbzervance of the law of
tithing, The aplrit of reformation
had taken hold on the hesrts of the
pecple, from youth to old sge, and
the fruits were apparent,. A pgene-
ral time of good health was reported,
and an earnest desire and determi-
nation on the part of the SBainta to
serve the Lord. The instructions
Imparted were given In power and
demonstration of the Boly Ghost,
and of a nature sulted o our wants
and requirements, and in the mid-
st of such a variety of eubjects treat-
ed upon 1t wonld be almost impossi.
ble to particularize. Bufflce It to say
that the speakers were blesied In a
remarkable degree, the Instrustions
being s0 rich and replete with the
words of life and salvation, tem poral
and splritusl. Although the wea.
ther was unusually eevere the con-
gregation was very large, the spac-
fous meeting house being filled to
overowing.  THoS. MiNSOX,

Btake Qlerk,

A NEW COUNIRY.

A QOBREEFONDENT RPEAKS A- GOOD
WORD ¥UR THE ENAKE RIVER
REGION,

D. iB. Dilley writes to us from
Awmerican Falle, Idaho. In desecrib-

ing that part of the couniry bke
LEY A

fal detaila as its predeceasor. Flood.il
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The eoil iz well adapted for the
growing of ell kinda of vegetables:
and experienoe has proved thss
wheat, oa!s ard barley wiil do md'~
arately well. Wheat that was srwn
here in the latter partot May ripen-
ed und e 8 plomp produes, wihous-
smut, The yield was tokrably
good. The same can be #aid of oats'
and barley. The yield of potutoes
was beyond expeclation, and they
are of excelient quality; slso melons
snd cabbages, ‘Phe stc¢k range s
good, hoth eummier and winter.

Up to thia date ano# haz not been
more than two inohes deep. In com~
mon with othet places we bave had
some cold weather, but no one has
been froxen out yet, snd the frost
has not been revere enough to frecze
the water in Warm Creek, which ie
a great beneft to stock in winter.

T!mber—pine, quakensep, bireh
and cedar—is plentiful, and eary of
access, Two loads of the best of
frewood may be obtained in a day,
Trainson the Ofegon Bhort Line
Are Busslng daily,

The water of Warm Creek posses-
sesdmedicinal gualitiea that w:ll cure
half a3 many diseares as all thé pa- -
tent medicines advertised.

THE MELROSE LYNCHING.

—_—

A CORRECT STATEMENT—HANGING
OF THE ALLEGED MURDERER OF
V. 1. DAVIDSON,

Mr. H. T. B. Grey, sectlon fore.
man of the Utah and Northern R.
R., at Me!lrose, renda us the follow-
ing:

[ potice in the BEMI-WEEKLY
NEwSE of the 13 th ipnst., an zoccount
of the lynching of Chas Merrlll, at
this place on the 8lh inst., copied
from the Butte Miner. The whole
account ia erroneous, and a part of
it entirely incorrect, and in justice
to the people of Melrose and the
sectlon men I deem it my duty to-
correct.the statement. The prisoner
wasd not pulled up five times s ntate
ed, but was pulled up three times,
and on attempting to pull him ap
the fourth time the ncoes elipped
o\:;r hishead.”

he mob was composed of le
from Glendale r:mgD came pgggm
to Meirose for the express puor-
pose of Iynebing the prisoner..
Not o citlzen from Melrose nor .a.
section man had enything whatever
to do with it. Indeed, the section-
men were in bed when the Jyncbers
came, and did oot get wp., I bads
two young men pumping water in.
the tank by hsnd, and of coutae
they witneseed the whole transac-
action. I did not go near the mob-
til] after it wae all cver,when I went
cut to teedf the track was all right.”

“The balance of the rtory is as
c?rjrte(’:,t u8 any =ccount I conld give
of it.

A BIAYIL DISASTER.

TWQ PASSENGERS DROWNED IN THE
HBOW LOW,

A fatal dissster cecurred at Ione
Pine Crosslng, A. T., on the 13th
inst., at half-past five in Lthe even-
IBg. We learn from W. D. Kartob-
ner that John Perkins, the mail
carrier, was taken siok, Fupposed to
be with amallpox, and Nowlin
Karichner drove the buckboard to
Holbrook and back to Bnow Flake
in a cold raln, Being bad-
ly chilled, he fprevailed up-
on- George Gardner to drive to
Taylor, about three miles above the
latter point, and Brother Perkins
further insisted on him driving
right through. He had on board
two soldiers as passengers. At the
first croesing -they met Mr., J. D.
Bchone, who directed them where
to cross and they got over all right,
They then drove on to the second
croering of the Bhow Low, which
had become greatly swollen with
the recent ralus.

Brother Rardner, seeing the dan-
ger of dolug 8o, refused to drive into
the atream. The soldiers insisted
he ghonld do so, and after much
urging he made the aitempt. As
soon s deep water was reached the
horses backed and became unman-
ageable. Boon tbe hind wheeb
of the vehicle struck a rock, caua.
ing oneof the eoldiers to fall out,
He itamediately sank and was ecen
no more.

The current was so0 swift and
gtrong that the buck-board was car-
ried a considerable distance down
gtream. The other ecldier lost his
prezence of mind, leasped out of the
vehicle and swam down stream. As
he was carried rapidly down he
shouted for help. Two gentlemen,

M, Wolf and Mr. Roberts, held out



