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homesteads and prepro emotions

relief torlor settlersnetthettroralera nhowhon bo anve
from

department OF timTHE INTERIOR
general landnand office

washingtonU 1 D 0itjunejone00 i10 24 187 7

Rg stetastera and recKecreceiverseivers of united
ii5 slatesstates land offices
gentlemen Re erring to my cir

cular dated october relative
to acts of congress of december 28
1874 may 23 1876 and june 19
1876 for tho relief of settlers whosewhose
crops have been destroyedde or seri-
ously injuredDJ by grasshoppers your
attention is called to the act of
cengcongcenConcongressgressgresares approved march 3 1877
entitled an act fonfoe the relief of
certain settlers on the public lamlawlandsas

A
which lais as follows

japi Be it enacted by thetho senate and
house of jerepresentatives8 of the
united states of america in con-
gress assembled that it shall bo
lawful for homestead and pre emp
tion settlers on the public lands or
preemptionpre emption settlers on indian res

where crops are des-
troyedtroy ed or seriously injured by grass-
hoppers in the year eighteen hun-
dred and seventy seven to leave
and bobe absent from said lands until
the first day of october eighteen
hundred and seventy eight under
such rules and regulations as to
proof of thesathessthe samemeasas the commis
bloner of the general luandrand office
shallbhail prescribe and where such
grasshoppers shall reappear itulif
eighteen hundred andannanushu

i
seventy

eight to the like destraatlo ilot in-
jury

1

efof crops the hightright ttotdd llave
and be absent as aforesaid shall
continue to october first eighteeni n
hurihuzihundreddred andarid seventy nine and
during such absence hb advadverseerseelbe
rightsnights shall attach to lands such
settlers being allowed to resume
andfind perfect their settlement as
though no such absence hadbad occur-
red

becSEC 2 that the time for makmale
ing final proof and payment by
pre whose cropshave been
destroyed or injured ashs afore
hereby extended for pilppeope year aftelL

the expiration ofoe the term of ab-
sence provided for in atlletuethe first esec-
tion

ec
of this act and ailall the kightrights

andand privileges extended by this aeact
to homestead and preemptionpre emption set-
tlers shall applyiipply to arddarid include the
settlers undertinder an act entitled an
act to encourage thetho growth of
timber on western prairies Y ap-
proved march thirdthim eighteen
hundred and seventy three allanddaleedAliethe
acts amendatory thereof 4

the first section of this act pro-
vides for the leave of absence and
protection of rights of homestead
and preemptionpre emption settlers where
crops may be destroyeddestroyed or seriously
injured by gras ersin theeartthetleyearsearsvears
of 1877 and 1878 under suchbuche
rules and regulations as to proof of
the amelameL as the commissioner of

generalgenea1l landlaud officeoffici e shallhill pipre-
scribe

e-the
the second section extends

the time for maffmakinging final pproofroaf aandi nd
payment by pre whose
crops have been destroyeddestio ed or in-
jured as aforesaid one year after
the expiration of the term of ab-
sence provided for in the first sec-
tion of the act viz one year from
october 1 1878 or one year from
actuoctoberber 1 1879 and the second
section of said act also extends the
rights and privilege ibethe netact to
Lsettlers under an act entitled an
act to encourage the growth of
timber on the westernwesternvestern prairies j
approvedd march 3 1873 and the
acts amendatory thereof

all legal semsefsettlersflers of the character
mentioned at the date of said act of
march 3 1877 which Is the subject
of this circular as well as all who
may lawfully settle within theth6
time included within the limits of
said act marmarchich to decem-
ber 31 1878 arealre entitled teto the
benefit of the same

written notice of intended ab-
sence signed by the party should
be fifiledledwithwith the register and re-
ceiver when he leaves his claim
and be noted enon the tract books
this forthefor the protection of the claim
annand as notice to
otherwise make settlement and at-
tempt to obtain title

when final proof ligadois by any
settlerbettler who has availedd himself of
the act proof must liebe submitted
showing the period of absence and
its necessity and that he has re-
sumed his settlement

the affidavit of the party inter-
ested corroborated by two or more
witnesses will be deemed satisfac-
toryjoltol proof

veryry respectfullyrespectguilyfally
ll11 1 A

commissioner

the united order
editor deseret

dear brother anadInadequateequate as Is
my bumblehumble pen to the proper treat-
ment of this important subject
which deservesdeAerves the fullest atten-
tion of all writers speakersspeakerdandand
thinkers in the kingdom of god
yet I1 am impelled to contribute the
thoughts and reflections of an am-
ateur with the hope of drawing
the minds of thosethoad of my own age
toward thibthis greagreattandand holy institu-
tion and inciting the efforts of old-
ererandandaud abler writers to the discus-
sion and promulgation of its prin-
ciples

it has been with honest pride
that the latter day saints asfromam
the day the church was organized
have proclaimed that the very
spirit of their religion inculcated
the doctrine of perfect union the
testimony of our saviour through-
out his whole career pointed aaas di-
rectly to this end as the hope of
the faithful to the state of paradise
except ye are oneova yeyo are not

mine was his solemn injunction
to his diseldiscipleslesies repeatedlyrepeateday impres-
sed upon theirtheir minds by his own
example and numerous precepts
and on the last occasion of hisbis min-
istry in the flesh when the hour
was approaching that witnessed
his death abidand departure from the
lyefyeworldrid and his little band of disci-
ples were gathered there td hear his
closingosIngc wordsfords jutha prayed to the
fathert edterttuatthatat they andnod all who
1mouldouid believe inim their words
mightight bdbri adas onebrie
the father werew ere onezones

ahat doesdoeathishis teach us Tthatbathat peper-
fect

r
ieared union in spirit fina is

wiyuly ma bybk which we can
etereyer hup4 abtet reheh that glorious
heaven pherhe rethe utmost harmony
ahu I1aalon Pprevail and as this life
is but a brierbriefpreparatory state for
thtd greatgreab hereafter that it is the
duty of everyevoryg soul that aspires to

glory totdbend every ef
attainment ol01 this great

andsiad it Conditconditionloii
imsids diotriot for

oil burforUr pre-
sent and
alarallys the checkered history of our

fortor half aarcentury Is incon-
trovertibletro evidence of tiieelie lecessi
tyt ofotaofa united spirit in all our af-
fairs as a community it is thetho on-
ly hopelibe of those ajwhoopopo besssess and
practice thetue gospel bf jesus chilstchrist
for where they iiiiliikhayee that onbiloneone
hand theyhavehavebave the bitter enmity
of thetho mostbost of tait outside world to
contend against onoft the other it
has always been the case auand it
alwaysaway will be so as long asits the
votariesvotarlesaries of vicevide gutbutoutnumbernumber those of
virtue indand the lords work is un-
finished orion the earth if we haveh-ave
the spirit of disunion and wicked-
nesshiesfiesstoto oppose we must oppose it
with the armonarmor and weapons of
union and righteousrighteousnessnesshess it Is dan-
gerous to act to think otherwise
oroi to allow our minds to be deluded
intobito the belief that all is well in
zion and that we can desist from
our labors until the harvest is over
most of the saints are too prone to
think in direct contradiction to
all past experience that because
they have met the first re-
quirementsquirements of the gospel their
work is mostly done that they
need entertain no further anxiety
for themselves and families and
that the mere profession of latter
day saint is sufficient in all to save
them without further effort on
their partaparts that
lor said watch and pray always

enterenten not into temptation
and that the tribunal of the al-
mighty will judge them by deeds
instead of words we forget that
there are other acts of obedience to
perform beside the initiatory steps
or laws of adoption into the church
of the first born which aregustare just as
essential to our eternal welfare as
faith repentance and baptism
eaithfaith without works is dead

Y must hold ourselves in readi-
ness to respond cheerfully to any
labor or rerequirementguiquirement that may be

ordained to direct his people and
administer hisbis laws for when we
oppose that delegated authority we
atreare opposing the almighty himhimselfsteifandfind will be punished for it anar uresure
ly as we exist obedience lais the
first requisition of the lord from
hishla chosen people and when they
willingly and promptly meet this
he has always blessed and prosper-
ed them but as surely for disobedi-
ence he has never failed to punish
them

thetho records of the children of
ulmulu under the administration of

moses and afterward prove this
most audnud the same
impartial unchangeable being
who delivered the oracles to moses
amid the thunders of sinaibinai rules in
the heavens todayto day and we profess
to serve him as his people obedi-
ence to the lord has always been
and always will be theth forerunner
of success and prosperitytystvs while
disobedience will sooner or later
bring the bitter reverse one act
of obedience is more acceptable
to him than all the fasting andbud
prayer that could be offered and no
amount of these could atone for an
act of wilful disobedience unless
attended by genuine tanco
and a determination to make resti-
tution thereafter we have a
beautiful illustration of that desira-
ble state of obelobediencelence Privengiveniven in the
bible where jesus takestabes a little
child and placing it in the midst of
his disciples sasssays except ye be-
come as this little child ye cannot
enter the kingdom of buebuiheavenverill

for of such is the kingdom of
heaven and whosoever shall
humblebumble himself as this little child
the same is greatest in the king-
dom of heaven when will we
learn to appreciate the force of this
lesson and when will we school
our natures into that spirit of do
cile obedience manifested in the
disposition of an innocentcent child

when god reveals an ordinance
doctrine or institution for the wel-
fare of his people he expects im
plicate obedience and the united
efforts of allali hishib servants to roll on
the work to accomplish his pur-
poses that they may win the great
rewards of their faithfulness such
an institution is the order ofenoch
and such are the autlessduties privileges
and promises BOW extended to the
saintssaint who come forward and dedi-
cate their time talents and proper-
ty to the upbuilding of each other
and the establishestablishmentmentwent of truth
righteousness and union upon the
earth never more to be thrown
down we have no right to mur-
murmurnornor hesitate the word of the
almighty by his chosen servant
has gone forth his word is lawjaw
and BO long aaas we profess to live
by every word that edeth
forth fromfroin his mouthmouthy so80 longiong must
we obey or we havahave DOno claim to
the promised blessings which await
the obedient the lord will have
a tried people and all that can be
will be shaken

the object of theUnited order is
to mutually benefit all who enter
it liberty equality and frater-
nityity are thetho emblems union
peacepenceey prosperity and righteous-
ness are the results anandaudd viewed in
its true light it is one of the grand-
estestesl and most philanthropic ideas
ever revealed from god to man
what can be moie gratifying than
to see aza whole people united in as-
sisting each other as a self sustain-
ing community what can be
inoremore compatible with the will of
god and the true spirit of the
christian religion than a union of
souls in the bonds of brotherhood
socially financialfinanciallylyl and religious-
ly that Is the aim and purpose
class distinctions will perish for as
all are in even circumstances no
man can despise his brothers ppov-
erty

ov
pride and vanity willwilI1 becbecomeollae

extinct for no means willwili be squan-
dered to indulge buch tastes and
desires dishonesty and
cannot prosper for tha man who
would take the advantage of
his neighbor would at the
same time be wronging himself
since all gains must revert to the
commonwealth there will be no
poor nor beggara since all aleaie com-
mon owners there will be no
idlers for all will be furnished with
the employment to which they are
best adapted and as the wicked
are sure to rebel and refuse to en-
ter into it it will cleanse away the
impurity of society take in the
good and obedient who will reap
the benefit of all the eminent ad
vantages which will accrue from
the union of an honest industrious
and godgud fearing people to bear
them onward and upward towards
the goal of perfection and happihappl
ness

now for us to choose whether
we are among those who will be
found clinging to the old ship zion
or those who will be swept over-
board by the waves of disobedience
and apostacy if we WlwilllInOthobhot assist
the lord to accomplish his pur-
poses he will find those who will
for his work will roll on despite of
all that man can baypay or do no
power on earth cancati hinder its on-
ward progress ifit we love the
things of this world more than our
eternal salvation we must abide
the inevitable consequence no

man can berveserve god and mammon
if imaneymoney iaIs the object of this ex-
istence we must renounce all claim
teto the gospel for which the bonolsonolbonson olof
god laid down hlahia life if we are
not willing to sacrifice ailall even wolife

thelthe kingdom of heavenwewe
are in no who worthy to enter it

how oft would I1 have gathered
you as a henben gathereth her chick-
ens under her wings and yeyo would
not credcriedered the savior over jerusa-
lem for the jews were blind to
their dearest interests they mur-
dered the one who would havohave de-
livered and united them and the
terrible consequenceconsequencesa of their crime
and disobedience which christ
foresaw and warned them of soon
burst upon them and remain as a
cursecuretoto this day

how long must the servants of
god warn this people of their sins
and disobedience and call in vain
upon them to unite in heart and
mind to resist the snares which
satansatin sets to entrap the weak and
unwary howflow long shall we be
distrustful of one another and let
the love of gain predominate in our
hearts over thetho love of heaven
how often must we be reminded
that the fullness of times is ap-
proachingproaching nearer day after dagand
of the imperative need of preparing
for the second advent of ouroar lord
laIs it not worth while to reflect upon
these things and not only reflect
but act our time Is short here
we have none to waste in neglect
and inactivity 1I wish I1 had is
but poor consolation for a vanished
opportunity now is the accepted
time tomorrowto morrow never comes
work while it is day for the night
cometh when no man can work

let us trust each other unite
with each other and work for each
other leave the follies andraniand vani-
ties of the world for those who
hope for nothing better who make
money a god and pleasure a reli-
gion they have all the reward they
ever will have but let those whose
hopes are centred on eternity who
realize the purpose of their crea-
tion live up to their religious ad-
vantages and prepare in this proba-
tion for something higher nobler
and better in the world to come

ORSON F
elyria ohio july 8 1877

reflections on infidelity

SALT lareLAKE CITY U T
july 27 1877

editor deseret news
while the conflict goes on be-

tween so called christianity and
atheism it annaffaffords those who have
received the light of present reve-
lation great happiness to know and
to promulgate those giant truths
which reconcile all apparent incon-
sistencies between religion and
science it is not to be wondered
at that the god which is set up by
sectarianism should be rejected by
seiiselasensiblesiblesibie minds and that an athei-
stic theory should be adopted in
the absence of proper representa-
tions concerning the true and liv-
ing god all the works of so called
infidels are only published in refu-
tation of inconsistent theories based
by the religious world upon an er-
roneous construction of holy writ
christendom invented 1 I say in
vented 11 because the idea is not orori-
ginatedginatha nororf endorsed by any reve-
lation or by the scriptures them-
selves they invented a god with-
out a body perfectly immaterial
having no constituent parts the
infidelsinfidel although equally uninspir-
ed except with a degree of com-
mon sense declares that such a be-
ing could not exist that it iaIs an ab-
solute nonentity the conflict is
then between these two christen-
dom setsseta up an impossible god
common sense revolts and says
calfif you have nothing better than
this to oner we decline to worship 21

for eighteen centuries the millions
of christians have endeavored to in-
duce belief in this impossible being
as the supreme power that organizes
worlds creates men arldand women
and bcontrols0entrola their final destiny
while those whonwho on reflection

that a to have this
power must not only be material
butbub must be an organism capa-
ble of thinking eating and
using all the forces of nature lavehavebave
been danoudenouncedneed as hereticsberetics infidels
and enemies to mankind true
the latter class have gone farther
than to simply refute the state-
ments of christendom they haveahave
on their success and victory gone
themselves beyond the limits otof
good sensenseseandand denied the exist-
ence of any god at auall they
were unable without inspirationto
find a substitute for the immaterial

god they had reasoned away and
in the midst of this condition of
error and darkness on both sideseidee it
devolved on the supreme being to
vindicate himself which hebe did by
revealing the sacred truth to josjosephh
smith and in accordance with I1thet
same that prophet and all other
men called and ordained by the
same authority have shown the
world for nearly half a century thadthat
the ideas of christendom were in-
correct concerning god and his
attributes in fact absurd while
religionists hadbad insisted on a godclod
who could motbot think eat see or
feel and the atheist replied then
there was no god it remained for
joseph smith to call the attention
of both parties to the fact that god
was an immortal exalted material
being who having passed through
the various scenes of experience to
which his children are submitted
and having overcome sinful mor-
talitylital has risen above all things
and being master of himself com-
petent to rule eternally

when the sectarian asks whether
this god can eat the modern
apostle refers him to the visit of
the resurrected saviour to his disci-
ples whenwhere he partook of some

broiled fish and a honeycomb
when the question is asked how
this god appears reference Is made
to the savioursavioursSavioursa wolds he that
bath been me hathbath seen the
father being the express imago
of his fathers person ac

well then what relation do men
bear to the true god they are his
offspring did he create every-
thing out of nothing no he or-
ganizedgallIzed this earth out of the ele-
ments which have existed eternal-
ly and which will never have anart
enendlendidl how were the other worlds
organized probably in the same
way what latheis the future of man
to be himself exalted clothed with
POWpoweraryarl intelligence and goodgoodnessnessnesE
what will be his occupation here-
after to inhabit this earth when
it is purified and cleansed from binsin
and corruption to raise families
and work for the eternal progres-
sion of his offspring when the
atheist eager for a fight asks do
you believe in those incongruities
miracles he is answered there
are no miracles except to the ignor-
ant all things are subject to certain
laws and god who understands
them can do ththingsag that appear
like miracles to rnmanan in his ignorant
condition

the gifts of a living faith are
however at present manifest and
the atheist can no longer cry with
triumph your miracles are too
ancient the witnesses have been
dead two thousand yearsyearbyearsatat which
all christendom has been compel-
led to hide its head in shame for
the followers of the modern prophet
possess the same powers gifts and
blessings as the ancients and thou-
sands of living witnesses close the
mouth of ribaldry with the testi-
mony of undeniable fact as well as

i consistent theory C W S

submarine cables

flowliow theywhey are laid someseine interest
ing facts

chambers journalburnal7 in a recent is-
sue

is-
ues ausuppliesappp liesiles this

bafobefore laying a submarine cable
between the proposed places it is
extremely important to take sound-
ings and otherwise survey the
ocean so as to determine the exact
route the cable should take A
cable is too costly to be thrown
away anywhere on the sea bottom
and the sea bottom is sometimes of
a very unfavorable character it
maybemay be said that too little atten-
tion has hitherto been paid to this
point in cable laying expensive
cables have been manufactured at
home with their relative length of
shore end intermediate and main
determined by formula or usage
and then hidbid away in seas whose
character has been lamely taken
for granted the consequence being
that weighty and very costly shore
end has been deposited in mud soft
as butter where it would be out of
harms while
main hasbaa been laid along the jag
ged surface of coral reefs ththe
depth and nature of the bot-
tom the strength and direc-
tion of currents the tempera-
ture at the bottom shouldshoula all
be ascertained beforehand by a
special ship appointed to survey the
proposed track of the cable the
best route for the cablecabie is then laid
down on the charts as a guide to
thetho navigator and engineers en-
gaged in the laying great im
provementsmenta have recently been
made in the method of rakingtaking deep


