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Homesteads and Pre-emptions.

Relief tor Settlers who have lnlan’
from Grasshoppers,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
General Land Office.

Washington, D. C.
%IIBI, 23, 135’7.

Registers and Recelvers of United
" States Land Offices:

Gentlemen— Referring to my cir-

cular dated October 25, 1876, relative | ¥

to acts of Congress of December 28,
1874, May 23, 1876, and June 19,
1876, for the relief of settlers whose
crops have been destroyed or seri-
ously injured by grasshoppers, your
attention is ecalled to the act of
Cengress, approved March 38, 1877,
entitled ‘““An Act for the relief of
certain settlers on the public lands,
which is as follows:

““« Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatlives of the
United States of America in Con-
gress assembied: That it shall be
lawful for homestead and pre-emp-
tion settlers on the publiec lands, or
pre-emption settlers on Indian res-
ervations, where crops are des-
troyed or seriously injured by grass-
hoppers in the year eighteen hun-
dred and seventy-seven, to leave
and be absent from said lands until
the first day of October, eighteen
hundred and seventy-eight, under
such rules and regulations as to
proof of the same as the Commis-
gioner of the General Land Office
shall prescribe, and where such
grasshoppers shall reappear in
eighteen hundred and seventy-

eight, to the like dJestruction’or in-|

jury ef crops, the right to"leave
and be absent as aforesaid shall
centinue to October first, eighteen
hundred and seventy-nine, and
during such absence no adverse
rights shall attach to -Jands, such
settlers being allowed to resume
and perfect their settlement as
though no such absence had occur-
red.

“Sec. 2. That the time for mak-
ing final proof and payment by
pre-emptors whose crops have been
destroyed or injured as aforesaid is
hereby extended for one year after
the expiration of the ferm of ab-
sence provided for in the first sec-
tion of this act; and all the rights
and privileges extended by this act
to homeslead and pre-emption set-
tlers shall apply to and include the
settlers under am actentitled ‘An

Act to encourage the _wt.’h of
timber on Western ries,” ap-
proved March third, eig n

hundred and seventy-three, and the
acts amendatory thereof.”

The first section of this act, pro-
vides for the leave of absence, and
protection of rights of homestead
and pre-emption settlers where
crops may be destroyed or seriously
injured by grasshoppersin the years
of 1877 and 1878, under such
rules and regulations as to proof of
the same as the Commissioner of
the General Land Office shall pre-
scribe. The second section extends
the time for making final proof and
payment by pre-emptors whose
crops have been destroyed or in-
jured, as aforesaid, one year after
the expiration of the term of ab-
senee provided for in the first sec-
tion of the aet, viz.: one year from
October 1, 1878, or one year from
Octuber 1, 1879. And the second
section of said act also extends the
rights and privileges.of Lhe aet to
settlers under an act entitled ‘**An
Aet to encourage the growth of
timber on the Western prairies,”
approved March 3, 1873, and the
acts amendatory thereof,

All legal settlers of the character
mentioned at the date of said act of
Mareh 3, 1877, which 1s the subject
of this c{muinr, as well as all who
may lawfully settle within the
time included within the limits of
said act, (March 3, 1877, to Decem-
ber 31, 1878,) are entitled te the
benefit of the same.

Written notice of intended ab-
sence, signed by the ty, =should
be filed with the register and re-
ceiver when he leaves his claim,
and be noted en the tract books.

This for the protection of the ¢laim-

ant,and as notice tothose who might
otherwise make settlement and at-
tempt to obtain title. -

When final proof is made by any
settler who has availed himself of
the act, proof must be submitted
showing the period of absence, and
its necessity, and that he has re-
sumed his settlement,

The affidavit of the party inter-
ested, corroborated by two or more
witnamn}' will be deemed satisfac-

tory preo
ery respectfully
r*vv i J. A. Wl::l:.xfmumn,

Commissioner,

wunion: Itis xiot only
‘our future welfare] but for our pre-

Uorrespondence,
The United Order.
Editor Deseret News,
Dear Brother—Inadequate as is

my humble pen to the proper treat-
ment of this important subject,

t whieh deserves the fullest atten-

tion of all writers, speakers” and
thinkers in the kingdom of God,
et I am impelled to contribute the
thoughte and reflections of an am-
ateur, with the hope of drawing
the minds of those of my own age
toward this great and holy institu-

tion, and inciting the efforts of old- |

er and abler writers to the discus-
sion and promulgation of its prin-
clples,

t has been with henest pride
that the Latter-day Saints, from
the day the Chureh was orga
bave proclaimed that the very
spirit of their religion inculcated
the dectrine of perfect union. The
testimony of our Saviour through-
out his whole career pointed as di-
rectly to this end as the hope
the faithful to the state of paradise.
“Except ye are one ye are not
mine’” was his solemn injunction

nized, |

of |

Moses and afterward, prove this
most incontestibly, and the same
impartial, unchangeable Being,
who delivered the oracles to Moses
amid the thunders of Sinai, rules in
the heavens to-day, and we profess
to eerve him as his people, Obedi-
ence to the Lord has always been
and always will be the forerunnper
of success and prosperity, while
disobedience will, sooner or later,
bring the bitter reverse., One act
of obedience is more aceeptable
to Him than all the fasting and
prayer that could be oflered, and no
amount of these could atone for an
act of wilful disobedience, unless
attended by genuine repentance
and a determination to make resti-
tution thereafterr We have a
beautiful illustration of that desira-
ble state of obelience, given in the
Bible, where Jesus takes a little
child and, placiug it in the midst of
his disciples, sayvs, ‘“‘Except ye be-
come as this little child, ye cannot
|enter the kingdom of heaven”—
“for of such is the kingdom of
heaven”—%and whosoever shall

the same is greatest in the king-
dom of heaven.’”” When will we
learn to appreciate the force of this

wm%h’ repeatedly impres- | lesson, and when will we school

sed upon

ir minds by his own |our natures into that spirit of do-

example and numerous precepts; |cile obedience manifested in the
and on the last occasion of his min- | disposition of an inrocent child?

istry in the flesh, when the hour
was  approaching
his death and depa
werld, and his little basd of disci-

When God reveals an ordinance,

that witnessed | octrine or institution for the wel-
rture from the | ¢ .o of his

plicite obedience, and the united

were gathered there to bear his | oq,1t5 of all his servants to roll on

Eﬂnz' words, Heé prayed to the
Father 'that' they and all who

ould ' ‘believe in - their words,
might be as one, even ssHe and
the Father wereaone: 1

W hat does this teach us? That per-
fect union lﬁ':girit and in deed, is
the bnly cendition by which we can
ever hope to reach that glorious
heaven where the utmost barmon
and unfon prevail; and, as this life
is but a brief preparatory state for
the great hereafter, that it is the

the work, to accomplish his pur-
poses, that they may win the great
rewards of their faithfulness. Such
an institution is the order of Enoch,
and such are the duties, privileges,

humble himself as this little child, |

people, he expects im-|

man can serve God and mammon.
1f jmoney is the object of this ex-
istence we must renounce all elaim
te the gospel for which the Son-of
(God laid down his life. If we are
not willing to sacrifice all, even life
itself,for the kingdom of heaven,we
arein no wise worthy to enter it,

““How oft would I have gathered

ens under her wings, and ye would
not’’ eried the Bavior, over Jerusa-
lem, for the Jews were blind to
their dearest interests, they mur-
dered theone who would have de-
livered and united them, and the
terrible consequences of their erime
and disobedience, which Christ
foresuw and warned them of, soon
burst upou them and remain as a
curse to this day.

How long must the servants of
God warn this people of their sins
and disobedience, and call in vain
upon them to unite in heart and

| mind to resist the snares which

Batan sets to entrap the weak and
unwary? How long shall we be
distrustful of one another, and let
the love of gain predominate in our
bearts over the love of heaven?
How often must we be reminded
that the fullpess of times is ap-
proaching nearer day after day,and
of the imperative need of preparing
for the second advent of our Lord?
Is it not worth while to reflect upon
these things, and not only reflect
but act? Our time is short here.
We have none to waste in neglect
and inactivity., ““I wishI had"is
but poor consolation for a vanished
uPportunity. Now is the accepted
time, Lo-morrow never comes.

cometh when no man ean work.
Let us trest each other, unile

and promises now extended to the| with each other, and work for each

Saints who ecome forward and dedi-
cate their time, talents and proper-
ty to the upbuilding of each other
and the establishwent of truth,
righteousnees and union upon the
earth, never more to be thrown
down. We have no right to mur-

duty of every soul that aspirestof, .., 1o hesitate, The word of the

that eternal glory to bend every ef-
fort 1o the attainment of this great

and ' indispenssble’ condition 1'-‘—-
or

gent safety temporally and spiritu-
ally:  The chuptgdd history of our
| for half a century
trovertible evidence of the necessi-
ty of & united spirit in.all our af-
fairs 88 a community, It is the on-
]_yh‘b&nl’ those who po sess and
practice the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
for where they have that on one
hand, they have the bitter enmity
of the most of the ontside world to
contend against on the other; it
has always been the case, and it
a.lwﬁn will be so, as long as the
votarie

virtue, and the Lord’s work is un-
finished on the earth. If we have
the spirit of disunion and wicked-
ness to oppose, we must oppose it
with the armor and weapons of
union and righteousness. 1t is dan-
gerous to act, to think otherwise;
or to allow our minds to be deluded
into the belief that *‘all is well in
Zion,” and that we can desist from
our labors until the harvest is over.
Most of the saints are too prone to
think, in direct contradiction to
all past experience, that because
they have met the first re-
guirements of the Gospel, their
work is mostly done, that they
need entertain no further anxiety
for themselves and families, and
that the mere profession of Latter~
day Baint is sufficient in all to save
them without further effort on
their parts; fergetting that the Sav-
ior said “Watch and pray always
that ye enter not into temptation,”
‘and that the tribunal of the Al-
mighty will judge them by deeds
instead of words, We forget that
there are other acts of obedience to
perform beside the initiatory steps
or laws of adoption into the church
of the First Born, which are just as
essential to our eternal welfare as
faith, repentance, and baptism,
“Faith without works is dead.”
We must hold ourselves in readi-
ness to respond cheerfully to any
labor or requirement that may be
made by the leaders whom God
ordained to direct his peo
administer his laws;

le and

oppose that delega
are opposing the Almight
and will be punished for it

as we exist. Obedience is the|and apostacy.
rst requisition of the Lord from |the
his chosen people, and when they
willingly and promptly meet this,

He has always blessed and prosper-

them.

is incon- the obedient, The

of vice outnumber those of | €Ver

fer when we|We are amon
ted authority,we | found clinging to the old ship Zion,
himself, | or those who will be swept over-
as sure- | board by the waves of disobedience |
If we will not assist
ord to accomplish his pur-
he will find those who will;
for his work will roll on, despite of
all that man ean #say or do—no

ed them, but as surely for disobedi- | power on earth ean hinder its on-
ence He has never failed to punish | ward

Almighty, by his chosen servant,
has gone forth, his word is law,
and so long as we profess to live
by every word that proceedeth
forth from his mouth, 80 long must
we obey, or we have no eclaim to
the promised blessings which await
ord will have
a tried people, and all that can be
will be shaken.

The object of the United Order is
to mutually benefit all who enter
it. Liberty, equality and frater-
nity are the emblems — union,
peace, presperity, and righteous-
ness are the results; and, viewed in
its true light, it is one of the grand-
est and most philanthropic ideas
revealed from God to man.
What be mole gratifying than
to see a whole people united in as-
sisting each other as a self sustain-

more compatible with the will of

| Christian religion than a union of
souls in the bonds of brotherhood,
{socially, financially, and religions-
Iy That is the aim and pur .
Class distinctions will perish, for as
all are in even circumstances, no
man can despise his brother’s pov-
erty. Pride and vanity will become
extinet,for no means will be equan-
dered to indulge such tastes and
| desires. . Dishonesty and selfishness
cannot prosper for th® man who
would take the advantage of
his neighbor would at the
same time be wronging himeself
since all gains must revert to the

lcommonwealth. There will be no

poor nor beggars, since all aie com-
mon owners. There will be no
idlers, for all will be furnished with
the employment to which they are
best adapted. And as the wicked
are sure to rebel and refuse to en-
ter intoit, it will cleanse away the
impurity of society, take in the
good and obedient, who will reap
the benefit of all the emiunent ad-
vantages which will acerue from
the union of an honest, industrious
and God-fearing people, to bear

them onward and upwsrd towards

the goal of perfection and happl-

has Nness,
It is now for us to choose whether |

g those who will be|hut must be an organism capa-

poses,

things

ing ecommunity? What can be|
God and the true gpirit of the|

other. I.eave the foliies and vani-
ties of the world for those who
hope for nothing better, who make
money & god and pleasure a reli-

| gion, they have all the reward they

ever will have; but let those whose
hopes are centred on eternity, who
realize the purpose of their crea-
tion, live up to their religious ad-
vantages and prepare in this proba-
tion for something highﬂr.. nobler,
and better, in the world to come.

OrsoN F. WHITKREY,
Elyria, Ohlo, July 8, 1877.

Refleciions on Infidelity.

SAur LAXE City, U. T,
July 27, 1877.

Editor Deseret News:

While the conflict goes on be-
tween so-called Christianity and

| Atheism, it affords those who have

received the light of present reve-
lation great happiness to know, and
to promulgate those giant truths
which reconcile all apparent incon-
sistencies between religion and
science, It is not to be wondered
at, that the god which is set up by
sectarianism should be rejected by
sensible minds, and that an Athe-
istic theory should be adopted in
the absence of proper representa-
tions concerning the true and liv-

God. All the works of so-called

progress. If we love the
of this world more than our

The records of the children of|eternal salvation, we must abide|were unsble, without inspiration,to | provements have

in

lngdals are only published in refu-
tation of inconsistent theories, based
by the religious world upon an er-
roneous construction of holy writ.
Christendom invented,! (I say “in-
vented,” because the idea is not ori-
ginated nor, endorsed by any reve-
Jation, or by the Seriptures them-
Belveas. They invected a god with-
out a body, perfectly immaterial,
having no constituent parts; the
infidel, although equally uninspir-
ed, except with a degree of com-
mon sense, declares that such a be-
ing could not exist, that it is an ab-
solute nonentity. The conflict is
then between these two. Christen-
dom sets up an impossible God,
common sense revolts, and says,
“[f you have nothing better than
this to offer we decline to worship.”
For eighteen centuries the millions
of Christians have endeavored to in-
| duce belief in this impossible being
asthe supreme power thatorganizes
worlds, creates men and women
and controls their final destiny,
while those who, on reflection
claim that a being to have this
power, must not only be malerial,

F

ble of thinking, eating and
using all the forces of nature, bave
been denounced as heretics, infidels
and enemies to mankind. True,
the latler class have gone farther
than to simply refute the state-
ments of Christendom, they have,
on their success and victory, gone,
themselves, bedynnd the limits of
geod sense, and denied the exist-
ence of any God at all! They

| God they

you, as a hen gathereth her chick- |

Work while it is day, for the night| 83

had reasoned away, and
in the midst of this condition of
error and darkness on both sides, it
devolved on the Supreme Being to
vindicate himself, which he did by
revealing the sacred truth to Joseph
Smith, and, in accordance with the
same, that Prophet, and all other
men called and ordained by the
game authority, have shown the
world for nearly half a century that
the ideas of Christendom were in-
correct concerning God and his
attributes—in fact, absurd. While
religionists had insisted on a God
who could mot think, eat, see or
feel, and the atheist replied Lhen
there was no God, it remained for
Joseph Bmith to eall the attention
of both parties to the fact that God
was an immortal, exalted malferial
being, who, having passed through
the various scenes of experience teo
which his ehildren are submitted,
and, having overcome sinful mor-
tality, bas risen above all things,
and being master of himself, com-
petent to rule eternally.

When the sectarian asks whether
this God can eaf, the modern
Apostle refers him to the visit of
the resurrected Baviour to his disci-
ples, when he partook of some
““broiled fish and a honeyecomb.”
When the question is asked bhow
this God appears, reference is made

|to the Saviour’s woids, ““he that

bath seen me hath =gseen the
Father,” being the ‘““‘express image
of his Father’s person,” &ec.

Well then, what relation do men
bear to the true God? They are his
oflspring! Did he creale every-
thing out of nothing? No. He or-
nized this earth out of the ele-
ments which have existed eternal-
ly, and which will never have an
end! How were the otber worlds
organized? Probably in the same
way! What is the future of man?
To be himself exalted, elothed with
wwer, intelligence and goodness?

hat will be his occupation here-
after? To inhabit this earth when
it is purified and cleansed from sin
and corruption, to raise families
and work for the eternal progres-
sion of his offspring! When the
atheist, eager for a fight asks, do
you believe in those incongruities—
miracles? He is answered, ‘‘there
are no miracles except to the ignor-
ant, all things are subject to certain
laws, and God who understands
them, can do things that appear
like miracles to man in his ignorant
condition!”

The gifts of a living faith are
however, at present, manifest, and
the nthaiat can no longer cry with
triumph, ““Your miracles are too
ancient, the witnesses have been
dead two thousand years,”at which
all Christendom has been compel-
led to hide its head in shame, for
the followers of the modern prophet
possess the same powers, gifts and
blessings as the ancients, and thou-
sands of living witnesses close the
mouth of ribaldry with the testi-
mony of undeniable fact, as well as
consistent theory. C, W. 8.

———  w—  A—
Submarine Cables.

How They are Lald—Some lunferest-
ing Faets,

Chambers’ Journal in a recent is-
sue supplies this:

Before lJaying a submarine cable
between the proposed places it is
extremely important to take sound-
ings, and otherwise survey the
ocean, 80 as to determine the exact
route the cable should take. A
cable is too costly to be thrown
away anywhere on the sea bottom,
and the sea bottom is sometimes of
a very unfavorable character. It
may be =said that too little atten-
tion bas hitherto been paid to this
point in cable-laying. KExpensive
cables bave been mabpufactured at
home, with their relative length of
shore-end, intermediate and main
determined by formula or usage,
and then hid away in seas whose
character has been laggely taken
for granted; the consequence being
that weighty and very costly shore-
end has been deposited in mud soft
as butter, where it would be out of
harm’s way; while unprotected
main has been laid along the jag-
ged surface of coral reefs, The

epth and npature of the bot-
tom, the strength and direc-
tion of currents, the tempera-
ture at the bottom, should all
be ascertained beforehand by a
special shipappointed tosurvey the

roposed track of the cable. The

L route for the cable is then laid
down on the charts as a guideto
the navigator and eungineers en-
gaged in the laying. Great im-
recently been

Istael, under the administration ofd the inevitable consequence. Nv|find a substitute for the immaterial | made in the method of taking deep



