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WARSHIP A DEITH TRAP
m-

rii
1

The Dangers Aside From
Hostilities Which Our

Sailors Must Face
Copyright IB

The United States war vessel wheth-
er she be ft battleship or an unarmored
cruller hen swinging at nnchor looks
like a graceful dove nestling on the wa-

ter Whcn she okllns ovor the sra shs-
remln s one or the swan as with ap-

parently no effor she cleaves the waves
and Is at once a think ot beauty and a
Joy to the cjc In tho coat of white
paint which was alas kept In a state
of purity the simile hel good In lead
or darker color some of the grace hal
ellsappeare and here Is possibly a for

i bidding look bout her when with gun
f muzzles poking from every poi thole and

crowds of armed men hovering about
tho deckl In threatening ttltude thero

f Is no doubt of her bellicose Intentloi-
Ijf Despite the air ot peaceful sercnlty-

e
r a

rrom
r n o o

country to provInce trom king
dom to republic she Is at nil times a
veritable death trap Serious accidents
Ir not wholslo dlsaters havo rro
quently been averted only by the rcadl
nus or It nnd reekles rnvery tor
which our sailors re rmou

Danger lurk everywhero on bord 0
modern mnorwr The mot carorul
sailor marine or officer often finds him
oelr on the verRe or a catastropho-
which without quick thinking and light-
ning net Ion on tho part or sam ono
would dtroy him nd many or hll
mates and perhai s entail the entire de-

struction of the ship and crew A think
Ing head on his shoulders during his
waking hours Is an a solute require
ment or evry ono on boar 0 manor
war from stoker to captain

A week rarely passes that some ont
on warship I not more or Ie dan
gerously hurt If there Is not an un

UK 4 b guarded open hatchway for him to tcp
Into and fall to the deck blow with
broken limb or cracked skull the sen
man has a chnco to mah hi toe D-
rcruh hll Ongr In the mcchnlcal ma-

neuver 4rlll ot overhauling httery
On the crullers that carry Ball both

tor steadying purposes anil as motor
Luxllarles In case of need he may be

struck on the Bide of the head by a
loose snapping halyard or he may be
tumbled to the deck tram a su Idenly
Blackening rldeo rope Pawn below In
the black hold of the ship a flrcmnn IIs
often thoughtlessly picking up An ni
moet redhot slice bar at the-

steam
wrong end

or getting a Itream or In his eye
trom the carcles handling of valve
In fact the majority ot a crew In a-

three years cruise are very IIkrly to-

havo some maimed or Injured Onger
elbow Dr kn and ome scar on arm
tace or hed a a mmnto Dr thlr lerm-
ot ervlce The man who rei urn to h-
imothr wJre or wthert a well an-
Mund no when ho lert hr 10 conld-
ered very lucky OrdinarilY there may
be less 4anger on the sea than on the
land as the 1I0r rand of declaring
but this cannot trulhrully be said ot n
m norwar

tJpontanou oombustlon I howevr
the gret bet nolro or the Oghtlng ohlp
It Is the most dreaded danger and must
be constantly and carefully guarded
against Tire In the coal bunkers may
reach the magzlnco and thre woul
ensue a tragedy only equaled by the
horrible catastrophe of the Maine
Croat quantities of coal are dug In va
rlous parts of the world that are prac
tlcally perfect for steam making pur
roses but this kind Is not used on a
warship because of Its knonn liability
to ignite of Itself In hot bunkers abut
tlng upon Ore an1 boiler room

In each of the bunkers there IIs of I

course an automatlo apparatus that
gives the alarm when the temperature
of Ihe cool bin rises above a certain
point The1 bunkers are numbered nn
If the temperature of No 3 for example
rises bond the set nark the danger
Is announccd hy mn or a rlnctng IgIsterlng machine placed just oulsl le the
captain s cabin The marine orderly f r
the commanding omcr whoso tatlon-
juot outside the cabin door enables him
to kep his e on thl nre alrm I al
way the mn to communlcte the nw-
to Ih omcer Dr the deck Then tho
ihlpsbugl oun Ore qurl an1
every man Is Instantly at his detailed

t post on the flro statloii Ther I no guework rery 1I0r
has been drilled In Ihl tor month an
ho has an exact position In which to
at and The nblence Dr one or more mn
makes no dllTrnce Thevcncl can

e be supplied from outsld Sleam t
l turned Into the bunker Indicated by tho

alarm and the tire qulckl extinguish
ed Such minor contlagratlon arc not

lkj Infrequent but th
j f i hears of them unless fiom the Idli-

i
t or n t rii

i No coal passer or any iher pon
flt I connecte Ith an engineer gang

JJ
IJ lermltted to carry an open light Int-ilj the bunkers Hough thi-

ti
s o

violate tills regulation The bunk re
I each lilted with two standing electrl

jf1 lights but In coaling ship the gin
easlngs surrounding these light

I generally smashe by accl nt IavlngtIj the bunkers
d
unllghte As there Is

jj carry opn light lesplte the emphatla-
rule that thy hould not

y o
cers In the navy who are Indebted

ll their uniforms to the rapid judgmrnt
i I and bravery In the race of Impending

magazine accidents Mny true anec
dotes are related tinb p
quick wilted r-

oI

o

no
e

ctlnort ravery ever goe-
nlzed

n
cc

I > j j by the government
One of the flrst of the VYS nw teelI i ships had not been In commlsllon Ihreo-

jfjf months before a bright ai i rentlce boy
l execuled a rpld escnt Into the en-

r dangered magazine nn net that place
I i him at the top of the line for the gun

nr warrant he nov balds mo gun-
erhaullneIvlslons ot the crew wre

the alter maeazln hreaklng out llxed-

ng

ammunition and cn Dr powdr and
un collon an clenlng lId r Iad

the bilge The hlp had not le-

quliicd wllh electricity and > o clod

Inlern wero emplord to illuminate
the drkn The lantern as wa-
customry berore the as or movable
Incan e8cellt elcctrlc lamp on bor
hip had been carefully Inspected bj-

natcnan omcr beroro the mgazlne
won lifted All ot thm were roun In
apparently good condition and the
work ot hoisting the mgazlne contnt
to the main deck by mcan or block an
tackle waa begun The chlet gunnr
mute under the dlrcllon or a division
officer won erlntendlni the movc-
ment Dr the men lie was Ianlng orr
the hatchwayijvlng or ers to the hands
In tho pit when he struok the Intern

he carrlel against the steel side of the
hold The sprint that heM tl e lamp In
place Knvewnj nl still lighted It fell
right Hide up on top of a large can or
powder that was ready to be holstel

The two men In the pit hml gone art
In the mgazlne to hanl more ean or
ponder to the hooks and they did not-

e the lamp resting on tlo can or
powder The men at the top ot Iho
hatch were In a stupor of horror but
the alert dpi rentlce boy who Inter reo
celvrd his word for the hrolc act
shinned down the tackle nnl grabbed
lustily the lamp The flame had al-

ready begun to heat the con metal The
boy put the light out grabbed the rope
with his right hand and the can of
ponder with his left and yelled up the
haMh 1 ull me and the can up to tho
main deck you fellow

Another Instance Dr ponal herolom-
DCcurre more recenlly Only a hort

lime ago 000 or the ships of the north
Atlantic squadi on was engaged In gun
practice sa boliJ shot was being I
Ord rrom the naln battery The cap-
tain was In the conning tower a uoul

directing operation and lth him was
a gunner Int ervlng ames
senger One r Ihe big guns w on
the nee lie point of bclM electrically
Ore1 when the mates sihorp ce aw
that the breech of the cannon was not
locked He dldn t Indulge In any
jncertlng yell that might have cu
tho man nt the electric button to glvo-
It on accidental push Without saying
a word he mode two bonnets for the cx

osed Insulating wire In the connIng
ncr connected with the guns rjse ripped It In several plec e

the entire strength of both hands and
thrn collapse weak as n killen the

andlng officer with his flnci r hov

IN A TunncT DUIUNO A BATTI

at

erlng over the electric button gazlnc
him wonderingly

In response to the captains excited
exclamations and scornful Inquiries the
mato gasp ror a mlnuteor two and

then told how nearly they had come to
razing the topgallant forecastle even
to the spar deck and t J killing two doz-

en or more or the officers and men In-

cludln me an you a ho said In oon-

clullon
It the gun with Its unlocked breech

hal been fired there would not have
been much left of the cruiser forwai or
the malnmsl It might have reulled
In a series ot explosions that would
have enlliely demolished lb e ship

There have been many other case
where the silvatlon of vessels and
clei

croW
ended in on the mental activity and

bodily agility ot some one man and It-

Is n matter for self gratulatlon that that
oho has thus far nlvn s been I rcnt
and has likewise known exactly whot
was the right thing to do

Hut after all lit on board of a ma-

ot war Is a question ot eternal v Igllnnc
The strlctet discipline Is not nufllclc
to Insure absolute enfetj There mut
be rare Intelligence to grasp the proffc-
I opportunity ror ecnpe rrom uddcn-
death

only I tho agazlne of a ship

rl

rtd1-
f1 Ip

stored with hundreds of pounds of gun
powder gun colton dnamlte and oth-

er plosives In constant danger rrom
Ore but there Is the possibility at a
boiler explosion the giving way Dr a
bulwark ot supposed Invincible trength
the springing of a leak the poisonIng Dr

the bilge water and even the breaking
looso ot a gun rrom Its mount nnd
one of these may result In hvoa and
detructlon Then In addition there
may be a railing mat shirting ballast
or the Ir Ignition Dr coal nil or them
elmnts or grat danger against which
rorethought Is not olways surcly tI

able but ror the Immdlote control Dr

which quick practical Judgment Is
nee el

During n naval nttle tho dangers
Milch hover about ship End crew are so
ivcll inderstoo that it IIs unnecessary
to recapitulate thorn nt thla time Hut
Jck Tar Is not lln uly ohcr by all
these dire possibilities lie Is Just as
hppy a og a whcn he manne the-

eapolan In hoisting the anchor or reef
cd the rate topgallant rail In dajn of
ol Indeed he Is better fed clothed
nnd paid than In those las and tho
4angen direct rom old ocan are not
h1r grt Ills lot like tho police
man mal not ho a happy one but ho-
could hardly be made to believe It-
Gellcrlly he Is a tyie of the satlsflcl
man conscious of required duty well
performed WILSON O LOWELL

ON THE GUN DECKm
How the Enormous Cannon

on a ManofWar Are
Manipulated

COPyright IS9S1-

IsIt I very difficult to realize the star-
tling difference between the navy of
1812 or ISIS an that of 1S9S The condl
tlons are us diametrically opposed as-

rrlht an wrong block and white
The sailors snug quartrs ihlch

embl tho cheap I room or a rourth
rate boarding house the gun dec with-

overhad timbers reminding one or-

thelnlrlor Dr a barn the mass ot Intrl
cate ropes In colls and slack the many
folds of flying sheet and sail hae alt
disappeared Now It Is inside Iron case
mnt apparently that both men and
nOlcer lle though the rooms of the
altcr mny hae carpet or matting on

the Ho ra and such personal decoration
as their fancy dictates Tho vessel D-
rrormr oara was a wooden tub Now
he Is an Iron or tteel shell
Up to half a ntury ago the spars

and were Ihe agcnl or motion
ind muzzle loaders with smooth bores

Iho means or warrare The cutlass and
the bn1 grena e cre Imporlant rc
tors and han t to hand combats were
distinctive Incidents ot many of the bat
ties Itepcl boar crs was a sort Dr
warery To dah on to an nemy deck
broadsword In hand mid fire an smoke
with wood Stimers m the air was a
heroic fact as Illustrated In the thrill-
Ing engalements or the JJonhomm-
oIlIohrd the Chesapeake and I errj s
victory and Macdonough s lights on tho
lakes

Hrolm will alna bo a ractor In
battle but science Is minimizing Its re-

sponsibility In each new warship
Sword trills are still a dally exercise

tor sailors hut It Is Impossible to Imag
Ine an occasion hen such knowle ge
will bo utilizeI Naturally there are al
way contlnnclcs and the cutla-
mlghl still serve as a weapon for an at
tacking party but In close quarters tho
rolvr Is a moro elTctlye Inltrumnt-
or slaughter and In an cmertencj
woul prove an arm or greater c1llcln-

C bttlcshlp or cruler an elborate-
Iy organized mchanlm a completo In

detail as a great foundry a printing
prcss establlshmnt or a mnuracturlng-
vlant The great engines which propel
hr at tremendous speed through the
wtr also up ly 10 er to tho huge
d namos hlch are hr nrv centrs-
The great guns are flred by electricity
and loaded by hydraulic mechanism
AIming no longer the runctlon or a
keen eyed gunnr bUI n malhematlcal
roblem calculated to a nicety Lven
the steering sear IIs electrically con
trolled

The crew has also been converted
hrough constant drilling Into a bo of-
ikllled mechanics or electricians or

both who know just how every engl
nerlng device must ork nnd wht
to be done In case of accident The
captain In the conning toner Is the su-
preme factor In the lighting movements
ot the Iron fortress for that IIs what
the modern battleship Is At his liunl
aro wires an lube runnlns to the tur-
rets barbettes casemates and engine
rooms and his orders are translated
Into action by the operators who handle
the levers and wheels

Those who have never seen a naval
engagement may form an excellent Idea
of a sea light aside from the thrilling
adjuncts of a genuine bittle by what Is
done In target practice for the l repara-
tlons are exactly the same as thoomade for a real contest The decks are
cleared and the machinery Is set In mo-
tion

Tho dlschare 01 a 10 Inch rtn apt
to be attended with unilcasant resulti
unless proper piecautlons ate taken
The gunners brace themselves for tin
shock by holding the arms rigid am
the hands away from the body to glvi
the lungs free pla The mouth Is kepi
Oln so a to equollze the preure on
the lung head an car drums Ill not
known whether the discomfort after the
Urine of a big gun proceeds from the
concussion or the cuum eralrd aCt
er the shock Men who use cotton In
their ears are more liable to suffer the
conequnee Dr buld er drun Dr
ruptured blood vessels than those who

have not taken any precaution against
the shock of noise

Many Instances of killing by con
eulon are ell known to naal orn
cers A sheep 30 feet away has fallen
dead after the discharge of an 8 Inch
rifle behind a bar ette and on the
Atlanlo on one occlon anr two 6

Inch broadside guns had ben flred
everal tlm In uccslon subequentI-

nvcltlgatlon hod tht tho cutter
and whaleboats which were suspended
on the davits IS ret above and to the
rear of the cannons muzzles had open-
ed In tho seams and joints and were
practically unseaworthy

It Itrue however tht the thunder

Ing of the great guns Is less painful tc
the a than the crackUng

by the discharge of the small
er rifles The roar of a 10 Inch rllle
seem to nvelop one and the excite-
ment Dr loading an dlchrglng 10

the attention of the crew that
they the report Then there Is

the IntoxIcating odor of burnt
er The gunner Is allowed about tllffe

minute to load and Ore his piece while
the mller oae are dlschargc mora
rapidly

A 5 Inch glln h been shot at a-

trget two miles away so quickly that
rour rojectlles vveie In the air before
tho Orst truck Immediately after the

moke of the flrst shot has cleared
away all the exposed brasi work which
has been shining like gold IIs seen to
bave turn led green It Is a practical
leson In chemistrythe comblnotlon ot-

an acid gas and a metal
After the discharge the gunner opens

tho breech which belches imoke and

out DECK

strains
target

gunpon

iot When this has been chans the
gunners male wab the Inside
which aem to be coOr1 with a red
mas resmbUng tied blooJ thougb
It Is only the residuum of the burnt
powder Then the reloading proceeds

A single battleship with Its rifled ar-

tillery and 8SO pound shells has the de

structive energy of an entire fleet of a
century aco One shot rrom a 10 ton
gun has tho concentrate power
II whole broa Jsl e trom un old time

11 An a verary aller having re
celved the Ore ot a modern battery
would not bo apprclatd a a spall ot
war ror he would bo destroYd rather
than damaged by the Impact of the
hugo projectiles If she did not sink ns-

woull generally be the case her crew
would repel boarders by means of rnpll
nre gun Inta Dr Oghtlng thcm lth
coM steel

Dy the use ot electricity an entire
broadside can bo flred Instantaneously
but It has not yet been done The Eng
Ilsh man of war Majestic of 10 000 tons
IIs afraid to try the experiment because
naval experts declare that tho recoil
would te so great there would bo Ecrl-
ous danger of capsizing her The Ion a
with her 11500 tons displacement and
her correpondlngly heavier armament-
will hardly daro to attempt what a vcs

GUN OP A MANOFWAR IV ACTION

nsatlon-
produccd

out
el of smaller tonnsge fe though the-

battle
occasion may arise whn II woul b-onccary ror the Unlte Slate
ship to do-

Important
aD to cttle the Isuo or an
contcst HUll It woul only

be attempted In the most erlou ort or-

nn emergency
TRUMAN L LTON

PEOPLE YOU READ ABOUT
Leon noure the great manufacturerot perfumes at Qrosse Trance who

dlea lately left a large fortune He In
troducd many Improed mtho Dr
extracUng the odors of natural HovversHishl

b t customer were Americans
who know Henryk Blenklewlc

say that he would rather go shooting
Dr trmplng over tIe mounlntns any
day than write Ho writes hi oerl
from week to week and 0meUm In
the middle of one w hen the mas I excit-
Ing situation tIs reached he tbe his
un an dlsappar 111 publ-

lhersr Z H

tear their hlr but hi redrs have 10

restrain their curiosity until he return
then he takes up the thread of his nr
atlve and carries It on to the end un

another t or restlessnes alze
hIm Jetore Quo adl s wrlltnS-
ienkiewicz was uppo4 to hve made
1500000 by his pen As that book has

Into the Iundr Dr Ihousn afl-

It rI1t

running a a rlal he must b a
goo mn thousands of dollars rlchei-

Depe
tody-

Cbunco I claln-
nd

to mve
Irish Dutch lrench American-
blood In his vein 111 greatgranM-
athrI on the maternal side wai Houert
Johnson who camo to Ihl country rrom
County Armagh Ireland In 171 Some

f

rllc Icrt by him were rrcenUy sold at-
Mtlcawan N Y an Mr Dpew e
cured veraL

Paul Buffet a Trench painter has re-

cer tly returned to his native country
from Abjsslnla where he painted the
portraits of King Menelek and Has Ma
konnen tor exhIbition at Ihe next Paris
aloo 11 a to bave nllo palnld

Queen Talta but after posing for ono
dy she rruse 10 go on ns she could
not sit still long enough

The young king ot Spain possesses
eight Christian names and about 37

titles
A statue of President laul Kruger

now being executed In Rome will be an
artistic curiosity The Transvaal die

tator Is represented In frock cot anJ

high hat and by n hupPi nrraBBi1
the top of the hat Is to be hollow In or-

der to afford a bathing place for birds

Captain Weiss of the Puritan Us
steamship Delgian has a record of hav-

Ing 01
I saved 97J lives at sea Most

thtm however were on disabled sUP
that he picked up and towed to port

t
8JU7 rQ kI 1j j 100V-
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Twa on a peaceful auturrjn day
When leaves were slightly tinged with yellow

And hillsides nor andl far away
Glowed l IIn the waning sunlight mellow

That chivalry of NorthI and Southtct face to face at cannons rroutj

And HKe a mljbtyt swelling flood l

They onwardl rushedl to death and glory
And the dark river ran with blood l

Thv fields andI woods were torn andI gory
And the pale rnoon ooKedl down at nlgnt-
On trophies Death galel IIn th fight

Now where this awful warcloudl burst
IIn waves of flarn IIn hall and thunder

They sleep together wrjorr mistrust
AndI factions rage had rent asunder

And North andI South unitedl keep
Watch oer this place where heroes sleep

Once more the peaceful scene Is changed
Upon this fieldl so famed IIn story

Prom North and South armedl ranks are rangedl

Eager for battle and for glory
But now united forth they go
Beneath one flag to face the foe

Oh Chlckamuga fieldl of blood
Change now thy cypress to a laurel I

For hosts that surge thec like a flood l

Unstained l will leave thce IIn this quarrel
Old hates are deadl and lov holds sway
Now godl of battles point our way I

NEIL 1AYCDONAlD

The Miantonomohs Big Guns
Eery shot Or4 rrom one Dr the mono

Itor Mlantonomoh s big guns costs Un
cl Sam the sum ot 20 Tho I rojcctllo-

clghs 00 pounds and over 200 pounds
or powder are required to expel It It

claimed by the officers on tho vessel
Ihat this mass of steel can bo thrown
with aCcuracy at least six nlle with-
tha present elevation of the guns and
rnuch farther than that should the gun
be raised higher than the now are on
the decks The monitor has only Ior
age room for 100 rounds but these

isldered sufficient to disable any o-
rdlnry antagonist

1

Sheered the
fJ

f National Ait
Probably no better Mluitratlon of th

war spirit ot the people could Le glyeE
than the oecurrcneo In a popular eO1-
side restaurant In New York recently
lhe main ODor of the place was com
ortably filled with guests vvhu vcr
eagerly discussing the good IHin on
he tables rather than any patriotic
itlments Many of German cstract
lon were present hut there were aba
ome business men fnshtonibleH nnj

curiosity Beckers There was laUe
common between tho various group
until the Jluntarlan orchestra playel
ho Star Spangle Banner Ti nlh

rvpry
wa tranrormatlon scne

table In the room was tenant
e d by one 6r more persons The oti-
ra plojed several popular and ctajsl-

iibeis Including the Mascaj lato-
rmezzo onl received the customary ap
1lauISO without porcej tlble lesscnln ot
the buzz of conversation Thentaewxi
clclan tried a change ot antic Th-

eIrrormo the ned White and Blut
When the familiar strains floated ov t
the assemblage there was a mark
change Talking ceased and the old M
wns IIstn to In compraUe sUen-

Thl was a victory for the fillers nnl
they decided on one mere They com

nencea to play the Star Spangld
3anner
This number set the patrons wild In

stntly men roe to thlr reet and call

c out All uP ecrybody stan The

Invllatlon was acerple t onco Tbo

nen many of them stuld and com

rorlablo buslncs mn with IItti u-
pposd leaning to patriotic enthusiasm-
droppe their conversations with their
temate companion and rlelng waltd-
In breathless silence until the air wa-
iInUhed Then a spontaneous ojtbursl-

of 01 plause led by the men and pottlcl
lat 1ln by the women roue In the flaw
It was II scne not oaslly lorgoltn and
me of the best In Mentions 01 the fee-

ing of the people In the present emer
geny

Flags of the Army
rhe most Important flag In the Arm-

ynxt to that of tho secretary of war I

the IUnited States headquarters stlnd
ard It has a blue field gorgeously em

oldered with the national arms
nuuro n no gOIO w uerever app =

In active service It donate the presence
ot tho genral commanding the rmy or-

hi ncrest rnklng general
In the regular line of march every

reglmnt mposlng nn army crrles sl-

It front me national colors bearing on
the fourth red stripe from the top Ilia
number of the regiment and Its char
ctcr whether Infantry artillery or
avalry Desldes this It carries a resl-

nental flag on which Is embroidered a
latlonal coat ot arms similar to that
on the presidents special flag The
regimental flag for tho Infantry Is blue
The cav airy Is 5 ellow The artillery ind
battalion colors ror engineers aro both
scarlet but the flag for engineers bears
a three turroted castle Instead of lho
spread eagle-

Detached troops of cavalry and artil-
lery carry small guidons or pcnnanti
bearing the troop number and letter

The regulation colors tor tho army

whether national or regimental meal
ure 6 feet long by 4 feet Inches wide
All service flags are made of buntlnE
Colors for ceremony era of silk The
trimmings fringe cord and tatsels et
all flags must lonform to the regu-

lation colors of the division to which
they belong 1 Ing pikes are 9 ret long

ali I n inch In diameter In the cen

ter tapering slightly toward tho ends
Tho I Ike Is tipped with a nick iWw-

apearhcad In the shape of a heart

Famous War Correspondents
War has made the fortune of many

a ncwsiaper man Perhaps tho ablest
of recent correspondents Is Archibald
rOt be who did the Tranco I russ an

war ror tho Lon on Dally New Jnu-
arlu Aloyslua McGahn an Oblo

served the New York Herald in thO

same war but afterward worked for

the London News doing excellent serv-

ice Geoige Augustus Sala was corre-

spondent Dr the Iondon Telgraph la

our civil war which gave him fame tm
world over


