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THE IDAHO BILL

washington april 2 the de-
bate on the idaho bill today hadbad the
effect of filling the galleries with
crowds of interested spectators who
sat patiently through the four hours
debate occasionally punctuating
the remarks of the different speak-
ers with hearty bursts of applause
according as the batterslat sentiments
found a corresponding echo in their
own hearts

in the discussion this afternoon
the democrats bore offaff the honors
the republicans put forward nonedone
of their first classclaey talent and the
affirmative side of the question was
argued by such second rate men as
drsey of nebraska dubois of
idaho sadand peters of kansaskansas the
democrats on the other handband were
such brilliant orators as mansur of
missouri chipman of michigan
and smith otof arizona no better
evidence of the relative interest felt
in the debate could be seen than in
the rapid thinning out of the gal-
leries while the republicans were
speaking and the speediness with
which it filled up again when those
giants of debate mansur and chip-
man took the floor

mr mansur spoke for an hour he
began by spyingabing that while he had
no sympathy nor did he believe
that any person on that side of the
house had any sympathy with the
institution of bigamy or polygamy
yet we find in this bill there is a
mode of striking at these offenses
that is in violation of all the bestbeat of
our doctrines and tenets of liberty
as we have universally understood
and enforced them in all times past
to the present time 91 mr mansur
then sketched at some length the
injustice done to the mormonscormons in
idaho in the pending bill it isin
stated that the reason the mormonscormons
are tote be dis franchised is because
they vote the democratic ticket
continuing he said just pass
across the line an imaginary one
asa8 that intoin to wyomingwyo ming territory
which you admitted as a state the
other day and while there are not
so many mormonscormons there as in ida-
ho yet they are nearly all rerepub-
licans

ab
awland because of the weunwell un

derstood fact that every mormon
there votes the republican ticket you
let them vote anand not merely that
but you provided the other day that
their wives should have the right
to voe thus giving to every
mormon and wife in wyoming
two votes while in idaho you
deny the right to vote even to
mormon men let those things be
understood as we gofo along let it be
understood that it is not a question of
principle anywhere but is in every
instance a question of expediency
alone for the republican party let
it be further understood from forty
eight hours after the republicans be-
gan to think that they had carried
the presidentialresidential election of 1888 theahkwhole political world of the united
states was filled with rumors of the
new programme to be inaugurated
by that party one feature of the
grammepro was the admission of the
new states to strengthen the party
in the senate it was also reported
and published that there was to be a
revolutionizing of the rules of paxpar

lia proceedings that there
waswag to be the unsealingunseatingun of divers
members ouon the democratic side
and that the republicans were to
fortify themselves irip this congress
and pawpass such bills as they
deemed from their standpoint
necessary to be passed and if new
territories were admitted as states
the republican party being thus
strengthened in the senate it
would be many years before under
auyany circumstances the legislation of
this congress could be repealed or
done away with these are the cir
cum stances that lead u to the ad-
mission of the youngest territories
certainly the smallest in population
and not the hestheat equipped in finan-
cial ability to maintain statehood
ifthe mormonscormonsMor mons mr mansur said
were black they would be pro-

tected under the fifteenth amend-
ment to the constitution but he
added impressively they are white
and democrats and so they are your
victims 0 o

quoting judge wilson the speak
er showed that out otof mormon
voters in idaho not more than 212
per centcen t were bigamistsbigamists or
mists and the total of
mormonscormons inthein the territory bigamistsbigamists
and were scarcely one
half of one per cent mr mansur
next quoted judge carlton of the
utah commission dr miller the
editor of the omaha herald repr-
esentative of iowa bay-
ard taytaylorlor chief justice waiteWaltewaltrandand
others to show the thrift industry
and general morality of the mormon
people he then proceeded to ask
the questions I1 I1 whyW by on account of
the few anenme u who are engaged in
the practice of bigamy or polygamy
whether the number be one hundred
and twenty five as mr wilson es i
mates in the wholeTerritoryofidahoidabo
or whether it should be greatergrea teg
should we insert the penalty of dist

uponrl eveeveryry male
adult of that church merely because
he is a mormon and why should
we refuse him even the poor pitifulI1

right of purging himself toyby an oath
in which he shall swear that he
does notdot thus believe for gentle-
men please observe that in said
section 3 which it is sought to en-
graft into the constitution of idaho
there are quite a number of provis-
ions whereby a man is declared to
have the right of trial by jjuryarv and
shall not suffer the penalty of dis-
franchisement until after his con-
victionvic tion whereas offenses connected
with the mormon church are taken
outside of the list of ordinary of-
fenses and a man cannot purge him
self by hisbis own oath that he does not
believe in bigamous or polygamous
practices does not countenance
them and does not assist in their
perpetration when that is done
hefie cannot complain if he be deprived
of his privileges if convicted that
tois the uniuniversalverval law in alallI1 the states
andand it is correct I1 have been at
the trouble of collecting the law
from all the several states and
there is not to be found I1inU one of the
states of the union any different
law than that they must be first
convicted of crime before you can
degrade a man or deprive him of
the inestimable rights the right to

vote e right to serve on a jury
the rieglitt to hold an officeI1 in1 n no
state of the union e h rights
le taken from him law convic-
tion fen crime first4 UK made

I1 ask eicheach and every gentleman
otion the other side if aqueyoubievote to
strike dwadow thesetheme men without
parting youvo go homebowe and the men
in your district askak you howbow you
could deprive citizensus of idaho of
these privileges without a hearing
what would your answer be when
you know the people universally in
your owownD state believe in a different
doctrine and decreed that it should
become a part of the fundamentalfu ud
constitution of each and every one
of your states hwahow I1 crepearepeatt will
you answer your 0ow n people when
they put that question to youayou

mr mansur then referred to the
recent creation in the city of bos-
ton odtheof the committee of one hun-
dred 11 the committee he said

has issued a pamphlet reviewing
the last til letter of the
pope and taking the postpositionlon that
accordiaccordingDg to the encyclical no man
can bebeauan obedient and loyal catho-
lic and at the same time be a lawful
citizen of the united states this
pamphlet takes the position that
the relation of catholics towards ouroti r
government Is similar to that of
mormonscormons who have taken the oath
of the endowment house and then
declares no ballot for the man who
takes hisbig politics from theth vatican I1

this is a 1 remarkableemarkemar aWekable length for such
an organization to go and it shows
the extent to which winesome citizens
are aroused over the attitude of the
catholic authorities towards the
public schools 11

mr mansur quoted at length from
the pamphlet one of the paragraphs
being as follows we have no hesi-
tation in affirming that the oath of
allegiance to our government taken
by and by which they
have obtained the rights of the bal-
lot of citizenship and of office
mounts to nanothing if they are good

Komaniete and has no binding oa
gation where the church of M6
pontiffpontift requires it to be disregarded
we do not hesitate to sayassay as a meas-
ure for the nations self protection
that nodo man who confesses allegi-
ance to the pontiff should be allowed
to participatetcipaty as a citizen in either
holdingg an office or bastidcasting a
ballot the united Stastates su-
preme court has decided that the
law of one of our states disfranchise
ing mormonscormons is on
the theory that the man who takes
the oath the mormonscormons are required
to take cannot be a good citizen
why should not this principle be
applied to those who confess alle-
giance to the papal heeran by

continuing the tspeaker said
this is the address now being is-

sued by a committee of citizens
of boston I1 think I1 can fairlycalely sasay
to the catholics that if the mormonscormons
are stricken down if this bill tois to be
carried into effect in this way thus
emboldeningembolden ing thedominantma arity
it will not be long before meshall f nd
certain denominations and certain
classes of people in this country in
augunauguraHng a crusade against the
catholic because hebe is a catholic A
vote will be reached on the bill at 3

tomorrow afternoon


