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and evergreens and the effect was de-
lightful. At B o'clock the house was
packed and President Pearson bid all
welcome, The Elders have most en-
couraglng reports, stating that new
places are being opened, prejudice is
fast decreasing, and many honest peo-
ple are investigating the Gospel. Since
the Ist of May forty-nine have heen

baptized and of this number the
Gothenburg branch has furnished
fifteen.

Sunday morning we were all on hand
at the large hall and President Pear-
son had the pleasure of addressing
the largest congregation ever assem-
bled In Gothenburg to hear the Utah

Elders. One hour he held them spell-.

bound, The Bubject was: “Can salva-
tlon be obtained after death?" The re-
mainder of the tlme wa= occupied by
President Wells and Elder McMurrin,
who discoursed eloquently on salvation
for the living, Elder Pearson belng in-
terpreter, The Holy Spirit rested
mightlly on the speaker and who, ex-
cept the Lord, can estimate the re-
sult?

Qur meetings at 4 and § were also
well attended and we had the pleasure
of hearing President Lund talk Danish
to us. President Wells sprung a pleas-
ant surprise on all by bearing his tes-
timony In the Swedish language at the
close of our last meeting.

Our Prlesthood meeting, Monday
morning,seemed much too short though
by the clock It lasted three hours. I
belleve the Elders all determined to
redouble their efforts for the spread
of the Gospel this coming winter, All
are active, energetlc workers, and only
one—Andrew uerson—is old enough
to justify him In wearing a full beard.
It did not please thls brother any too
well when President Lund told him he
seemed old for a misslonary, In spite
of his three-score and odd years, he is
not averse to talking thirty mlles per
day, and to fill an appointment walked
that distance in spite of a heavy raln

storm the other day.

Tuesday evening the Saintg and
Elders met at the hall to bid each
other good byec. Bongs, recitations
and storjes fdllowed each other In
rapld successlon, and to wind up

Brother Anderson related his stirring
adventures in crossing the Plalns and
f:ehting Indians.

I have been laboring in the Goteborg
branch for the last three months and
my -ompaulon s JohnE. Croberg of
Farr West,who arrived about three
weeks ago. We are giving this city
n Bystematic house to house canvass,
The people generally receive us well
and many accept our tracts with pro-
fuse thanks. The Baints In this branch
number ninety-seven. They may an
honest tithing #nd keep the Word of
Wisdom. The latter principle was em-
phasized by our former presldent, T.
Toblaron, of Salt Lake, and the good

work ls belng continued wlth exccl-
lent resultg by hls succecssor. Elder
Toblasron alse organized a Sunday

school which now !Hourishes under the
able rupervision of Brother Nils Sod-
erberg and of which we are justly
proud. Last month we were obliged
to organlze a branch schuol in Kroks-
let, three miles from the hall. I have
a ¢lass in English which already num-
bers thirty members. One-third are
non-Mormons and more are joining.

Every Elder In the conference en-
Joys good health. Following are thelr
names and addresses:

Andrew Anderson and J. D. Am-
undson, Dragsgatan, I8 Norkoping

Aug E. Rose and Joseph H. Jensen,
Qar. Junrd 6, Troilhaltan;

Willlasm  Anderson and John W.
Lawson, Ostra Karlslund 6 Joukoplng;

Peter 8. Olson and J. P.Lofgren,
Molitorp;

Alfred Svenson and Rudolph Larson,
Norra Vagen 22 Halmstad:

Fred TPeterson Vingaker, Aaron
Lundberg,Lofta Dalen, H. M. Pearson,
Charles M. Oisen, John E. Groberg,
Husargatan, 46 Gotehorg.

The “"News” {8 a most welcome visi-
tor. It any reader desires a good place
to preach the Gospel, we bid him wel-
come to Sweden.

CHARLES M. OLSEN.

CONFERENCE IN WISCONSIN

Oshiosh, Wis, Oct., § 1897,

The Wisconsin conference of the
Northern States mission of the Chureh
of Jesus Christ of Later-dav Saints,
was held In Fond Du Lae, Wis., Oct.
2nd, 3rd and 4th in the Temperance
hall. There were present from Chl-
cago Elder Louis A. Kelsch, president
of the Northern Btates mission and
Elder E. M. Boyer, president of the
Northern Illinols conference. with all
the Elders of the Wisconsin conference
Elder John J. Bimmon at thelr head.
Seven meetings were held and fairly
well attended by the public. The first
principles of the Gospel were taken up

and thoroughly ventilated by the
Elders present: Falth was ably
handled by Elders Croft and Jones;

repentance by Elders H. K. and H.
Christensen; baptism by Elder Kupp.
Boice and Lynn; the Holy Ghost by
Elders Nealson and Larsen; also the
following subject! “What is Mormon-
lam and the authentictty of the Book
of Mormon as proven by the Btible?"
by Elder E. M. Boyer, and "Is God a
Personal Belng?' by Elder Louis A.
Kelsch; "Apostacy and the restoration
of the Gospel,” by Elder Croft and

closing remarks by Eider John 1.
Simmeons.
Thig with the beautiful singing of

the SBalnts and Elders under the able
leader, Elder . W. Croft, econstituted
the program carried out at our confer-
ence. Our Priegthood meeting was
held on the ith, and very encouraging
repurts were made by the Elders of
some of the flelds they had been la-
boring in. Many timely suggestions
were made and good counsel glven by
the brethren for the advancement of
the cause of truth. We truly had a
spiritual feast whille we were together
and it will long be remembered by
those that were present.

We hear of the good times our
brethren of the Bouith have and the
beautiful field they have to labor In,
but we of the North do not envy them
bhecause we think we have the hest
fleld in the wdrld. It would be unjust
if I did not mention the kindness of the
Saints and iriends of Fond Du Lac,
who spread hefore us the rich boun-
tles of life and bade us partake, which
I can eay all did to the satisfaction of
the Inner man.

The presiding authorlties of the
Chureh ® were unanimously sustained.
The Elders recelved their appointments
as follows:

Elders John J. Simimons and John E.
Boice, Appleton, Outagamie Co., Wis.

Andrew Larsen and Hatch, Fond Du
Lac, Wis. o

Hyrum Christensen and Edward W,
Croft, Fond Du Lac, Wis.

Herman K. Christensen and R. M.
Lynn, Manasha, Wlinnebego Co., Wls.

L. T. Jones and James Nellson. Ra-
cine, Wis.

B. 8. Rupp and Fred Brooks, sh-
kosh, Winnehego Co., Wils.

All the Elders atre enjoying good
health. Your brother,

B. 8. RUPP, Sec. Con.

THE MESA ENCANTADA.

The maln point in the discussion of
the verity of the myth in connection
with this famous rock seems to have
been left out of account.

After scaling the Mesa last July I
stated that to my mind It had not been

.} years

inhabited. Mr. Hodge's party went tg
the top in September, and finding cer-
laln relics, maintalned that it had heen
inhabited. It seems to me, a great deal
depends upon what is meant by in-
habited. A temparary visit canuot in
any sense constitute such a positlon a
permanent residence. The cairn-like
pile of rocks, which I am glag Mr
Hodge so clearly decides 1s a calrn is;
posstbly the best proof of g mere vi's.u
for even primltive people are not gl\'er:
to bullding calrns In thelr back yards.
They construet them to commermorate
some visit or feat, and such a monu-
ment I helieve this one to be; but my
travels in the West and southwest for
more than twenty yea: have taught
me caution, since I have found many
simtlar piles in that region which were
due only to eroslon,

“If a village or permanent residence
had ever existed on the top of the
Mesa, all traces of it have been com-
pletely obliterated:" was the answer
glven by Mr. Hodge to an intelligent
citizen of that part of the country, to
a direct questlon upon this subject,
shortly after his cllmb. It 80, why try
to construct a technical proof of in-
habitation, based upon the finding of
a few rellecs. I am s80rry that Mr
Hodge has not made any Etatemeni
over his own signature, for I cannot
Impute to him the jdeas advanced by
8ome of his friends, who have appeared
in print to attaek us, as for example:
In the early summer It was stated that
two years ago he had tried to make
the ascent. but was unsuceessful, be-
cause of the precipitous character of
the rocks, which aeems qulte reason-
able, in view of even his experience
thie summer. But {t Iz now stated
that he refrained from going to the
top at that time out of regard for the
superstitions of the Acomas. It ap-
pears,however, according to one friend
that after my atrocious attack upon'
their myth the Acomas were only too
glad to have him go to the top, because
he could give an authoritative opin.
lon on the subject. According to an-
other friend some of these same
Acomas appeared upon the top of the
rock whlle he was there by usring his
Iﬂad(tlerg, tand were quite inimical at

rat, but were soothed b
other agencies. v eolicu

Srangely enough most of these things
were found after these men had been
allowed 1o wander about upeon the top
of the rock. I slncerely hope that
some safeguard was taken to prevent
their throwing suspleion upon the Vars
lous flnds; but from the reports it
seems Such was not the ¢ase, since
they were allowed to filnd things up
there when away from the white men,
I cannot belleve that an acute arche-'
ologist like Mr. Hodge would tolerate
such a procedure, It is also npote-
worthy that Mr, Hodge's friends do
not mention the finding of a single relie
by himself,

Mr. Hodge does not appear to have
convinced several of the white citizens
of the region, who have held and now
hold positions of honor and trust in
thege Pueblos, that the Mesa was ever
Inhabited. Their opinlons are certain-.
ly worthy of some weight as evidence
and when they describe the myth as s
pure dream,. after a residence of many

In the country, I am inelined
from the facts which I was able to ob-
servesupon the top of the Mesa stil] to
believe that whlle the top may have
been visited, no evidence exists at
present of Its ever having been per.
manently inhabjted.

The existence of that rat upon the
top of the rock seems to have troubled
some people; to me is Is eastly ex.
plained by the exlatence of bird's nests
and eggs in abundance upon the rocks

My investigation has bheen criticlsed
ag belng too cursory to admit of its he-
ing through, and that I was driven oft




