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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE OGDEN CANYON HORROR.

The corooner’s jury in the frighifnl
explosion fatalily whick occurred ip
©Ogdenoanyon on Wednesday, the 8th,

has beld an loveeligation apd returned
a verdict lo the eflect that whbile the
tregedy resulted from s premature die-
charge of powder, the jurors exoperate
any aod sll persope from sny eriminal
neglect nr intent, Thie sustalns the
view which bas generally prevatied
since the terrible accident oceutrad,
for nearly all who kpew anylbing
about tbe malter were utterly unwil-
Ilng to believe Lhet aoy elemenol of
¢rlminsl negligepce bad entered Into
the awfui aftajr. With eome knowl-
adge of the men anyd melhous em-
ployed on the work in quesilom, the

INEwWE wae unwilllng to be-
ijeve that oapything more Lthap
pomethly one or n few persche’

acls of omisrion or commission could
be open tu cewsure. XEven  this Jatler
possibility 1e now not warranted; Llhe
aevent le terrible epoughb ae it elands
withcent addioyg in the léset to ite dark-
Ieas,

T'ufale by lur the worst Lhing of the
Eiud yet recorded 10 Uah. Five men
Dlown into eternily avd five more sy
serinu4ly Injures thalt rome of them
may dle, le an awful tale to tell and
one whose hortors for a time at lenst
muet grow rather than diminleb.
Bounue of Jamentntion will be hearu,
and for there worde of regret ere oo
palllstion. Of course geoerous and
ay nearly as poesible adequate actioo
wil]l be taken; the suflerers muet have
tbe best care and atlention that can
poesibly be procured, any the de-
pendencles of the deand and woupded
not be overlooked or upcared for.
Neither will thls be mucb solace to
thoee who lipger and thnee who mourn,
but it 1a the best Lhal can be done uow
and ebouid wsol be restrioted or beld
biack io the slightest. It 18 a subject
<«aliing forth 1he utmost eadnees wbot
only from thoee neasr at hand, but from
all others 10 whom the ghastly newe
£hall come.

THE MLTRIC SYSTEM.

Io anotber columio will be found a
Jetter from n correspondent 1D Sevier
<ountly, criticleing some details in the

French or metrle system of weighte
and measures. YWeare always pleased
to give every side of a Question Lhat le
up for public diecuspiun, and this
tnetric syetem e jusl now of great
promiuvence by resvon of the favor it
heue found io the Uitab Conetifution and
Leglelature snd also io the npations)
Copngress. [t is true that jast Wednes-
day’s lrealment of Lhe case by the
House of Representalivee in Washing-
ton, upon i1he favorable report of Lue
commitlee on coinage, welgbts and
meaturer,’ was somewnal Jdisturbing;
bul thie, we would faln helieve, was
dne more to o misunderstanding than
to real hostility, At apy rale, Lbe
movement for the adoption of a ratlon-
al, intelligihle, socurste and universal
syetem of welghte and mossures, such
28 (he metric eysiem iz, 18 growing

with gpure rapldity, and the establith-
menlt ¢! the innovalion is but a matter
of very brleftune. As lodicating the
interest tnat in taken in Lhe embjeet,
Hoo. Bpenger Clawsoen of Lble oity in-
vites our aftention to the fact thul Lhe
D1y Guous® Ecoosomist, tha Jesdiog
journal of 118 kind in Awerica, devoler
8 whoie page of its lssze of April 4 to
the advooacy of, struggie for,and favor-
ahle pgommenta upun, Lhé measlre now
pending in Congreer; apnd in this con-
nection it maker 'he followine allusion
tu the wurk of 8 Ulab champion:

Io the Senate ab snergelic campaign ip
favor of the passape vithe Hurlay bill ts
being made by Senalor CabDnon, tbe
junior member of that body, who enjoys
thea distinetion of baving been selected
by the Governor of the newest Stale In
the Union to push thls progressive and
enlightened legislation. Mr. Cannon
finde that in the fionnce committee the
bill has found many friends, and 1L I8 a
signiticant fact tbat Senator Aldrich, one
ol the leadiog members of the commil-
tce, has for several ycars been engaged
io gathering n library devoted to the
metric system, which 1a now ope_of the
most compleie in the country. In this
work be has been ably asaistei by Mr.
Durfee, the sscretary of the commiuce,
who has inade o specisl study of Lhé bis-
Lory of Lthe adoption of the systemn inD va-
rious foreign countries.

—— iy

ORDINATIONS 10 PRIESTHOOD.

The loliowing letter cimes
Croydon, Morgan county:

To the Editor:

The News being the nuthorized organ
of the Church, I have thought proper to
submit the lollowlog itema for your
kind consideration, boping that you may
deem them of suflicient 1mporwsnce 10
iustify you in poblishing the desired in-
formution in the NEws:

Firal—1Is it proper, when otdaining a
nerson 1o an otfice In 1he Aaronic Priesl-
hood, to ey In the ceremony, ‘‘I ordain
{or confer upon) you o the Aaronic Priest-
bood and ordain you to the oftice of
Teacher,"or *Pricet,' as the cage may be?
Would it not be better to say, "I ordain
you s Teacher in \he Aaronic Priest-
hood?"’

Second—In ordaining a porson to the
office of a Seventy, is it 1ight to say, "I
confler u'fon you the Melchlscdek Priost-
hood and Apostleship, and orduin youas
sSoventy ™ ,

Third—Will you please publish what
is considered a proper ceremony In or-
dainipg the following—a 'Toacher, Elder
and Novenly?

Many youpng Elders are at aloselo
know just wbat constitules a proper
ordination, anod an answer to the above
will be much apprecialed by

A Young ELDER.

In response lo the foregojpy inguir-
fee we wili suggert, ua we have bau
ovccaslon to do op eeveral olher oc-
curjons when commenting upon Lhis
maller, that Lthers 1s no set form of
wulde lo be weed in ordipallup, bul
tbere je & Jelluble ruie or principle (o
be guided hy. The eseenlial features
are Lbat the persop or persons performe.
ing the oraination do sc: 1—By virtue
of the authorlty they bposeese Lo make
the ordication; 2—Iu the name uf Lthe
Loru; avd 83—By ordsining (> tbe

from

cffice intended, This done, und the

work is complete. For fnstance, the
person performiog the ceremony msay
say, I ordein yon a Beventy o the
holy Meloblisedek Prieslhood,*’ elc., of
“I orgaln yom o Beventy,’” otc., leav-
ing out tbe last flve wordsip the firet
yuotatjon, aod 1he effect would be
complete. A Bevenoly 1s nolnrdaiped
1o the DMelcnleedek Priestbood ‘‘aod
A postiesbip.’? Ooce of that office
may be commonly  dexigpaled
u8 ‘‘an wupostle ot 1lhe Beventy,”
as je the custom wilh many,but when
it comes lo ordioaljon lo *‘tne A poetle-
ship In the Melvhisedek Priesthoou,”
ihwl relates o apolber and higher
office. From what appears in our
correspondent’s questions, nnd those of
olbers thal bave been submitted from
time to time, Lhere muet be utimerous
cspes WDoré MDY Dmore words thad
wre necerysary are used jn ordivatioos.

For tbe bepeiit of the iuquirer and
othera in like frame of miod, we will
call attention to/tbe proceedings of au
Elders’ conterence beld 1o toe Balt
Lake Btake ut Zion Jauuary 19, 1895,
which Wwere duly published ip the
News., -Beveral questlons of specisl
intleresl (v thoee nolding the Prlest-
ntod were saked and answereu,pmung
them Lbie:

In ordaining brecthren should wesay:
‘'Receive yo all the power of the Melohis-
cdek Priesthood,” or simply say: ‘“We
ordain you an llder?” Does he receive
s fulness of authority and Priesthood
whon ordained an Elder?

To this Lhe followiDg reply was made
by the presidency of the Btake:

In ordaining Elders say afier this man-
ner: *In the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and io the aulhority of the hol¥
Priesibood vested in me (or us), I (gr
wa) ordain you ap Llder in the Cbute
of Josus Christ of Lavter-day Saints, and
seal upon you every key, power, righl
and privilege nertaintng to this high and
boly calllng. Amen.” Ifyou have Lhe
proper aathority, such a man is ordained
wno Elder. Never mind considering the
question a8 to whelher he is more than
an Elder. Let bim magoify this calllDg
or office, and tbore is ample scope for tho
exercise of all his talents and ability, and
if he will faitbfully perform his daty he
will thus qualify bimeself to act in other
offices of the Pricéthood to whieh he
may bercafter be culled and ordained.

The edvice bers given !a applicable
to all the ordiuatione our correspok-
dent refere to, and covera Lhe ground
thoroucbly.

We have nfurilter word of couneel
st inie time: [t would be & very proper
thing for Lbose who have questione of
ible character to nek lo follow Lhe ex-
ample given at the Eiders® conference
referred tc—submit them to the presl-
venoy of the Stake in whioh the iD-
gulrera 1ealde, and recelve the reply of
thit presidency after It hes coneidered
fully the metier and, I occnelon bas
required, bas obtarned jnstruction from
superior afficere, No s ich inquiry may
expect to be met wity a epub; If it ds A
proper question It wlli be anewereq,

apd if 11 Jsa Improper that in-
forrnation will be conveyed. Thers
have been rubmitted to the
NEwS mmany questious that be-

longed ooly ln quorume or in private
diecussions, and these we have been
compelled 10 jgnore, bevnure their aa-
cred charaoter wae elich that a public
Jdjeeertation thereon would be nnseem-
}jy—tibere ure some things that beloug



