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THE DISAPPEARANCY of FOBEnTY
FAIRWAY.
—
.

As Robert Fairway swung with
carviesn yut graceful step down Maloe
sirest, In the suny Lite town of San
2¢:w.tnm than oue of the dark-eyed

Orilaa turmed a laughing look to-
ward him, for he was & < deome man,
and as he erossed uo-m into the
more modern and Amerioan riion
of the town, thers were cheerful
salutations and geatle goed mornlogs
from the roay damsels who were beasy
with Lheir gardens at that Ume. Falr.
way boare the reputation of a lady’s
man; aod there were not wantiog quiet
littie bits of gossip, and siyly told
stories of his success in the role of
rous, (o add that splee of danger to an
scqusintanceship which young girls
seem (@ love so well, and which, at the
early day of which [ wrile, was no bar
to entrs .ce lato the best Californian
society. Hauntering on, passing the
bhotel with it ,mup of ildilers, be turped
up the stairs of the first and only brick
baliding in the village, and opening a
door haviog oo It s lttle tia siga,

which told of "“Robert Falrway,
Attorney and Counselor-at-law,” walk-
ed in. Tohe place was small, yet neatly
fited wp and tidym The carefully
assorted papers on the table which
served for a desk, the plain redwond
shelven filled with well Rept volumes,

the spotiers Hoor, Lhe siralght, white
curtaios, and the rose ino the tumbler
of water—all gave tokens of neatness,
il not system. Throwing up the
window—which opened upon a balcony
—and lghting a freah cigar, he sl in
the clear moraning sanlight, to all oat-
ward sppearance a man thoroughly
satisfled with himeelf and all arvund
him.

Yot this man was throwlog his life
away. e was lettiog a land-practice
worth a competsnce allp Lthrough his
flogers— was neglecting every interest
entrusted (o bhis care unitll clients
dropped away from him one by one—
was worse than waaling the best yeas
of bhis life. Stlil, be was in Do want of
money. He always dressed well and
drove the best teams. When Le reach-
od lulo his pooket for the elegant Nitle
knlef with which he trimmed his daloty
ualis, there always lssued forth the
music of Jingling colns. His room-rent
for the best lor and bedroom at Lhe
widow's big aoross Lhe creek, and
his beard bill »t the hotel were pafd to

the hour. His pares was ever open to
the call of frieudship or the ery of
distress. Educated in the law |n

Loulsiana, he had passed his examina-
tion—which, In that State, s rigld—
with honor and credit. But he had
also aoquired there the seeds of the
fatal passion which was blighting his
iife; he was & gambler—and & success-
fal oge. Cool, clear-headed, and
ealculating, he bhad made the game of
Poker his study, and had mastered It

Having enst his ot amoung the simple
mioded and Iilllb{ SBpaniarde of the
oid Mission of Han Dieso, with whom

gaming was ihe passion of thelr lives,

he fcand ample means to 1™
taate. His co was a law o8 bat In
name; the littie back rovom the real

workasbop, asad the bianket ocovered
table and a few chalrs the tools. Here,
night after night was spent In the
game. Almosi every man of
consequenee in the town had, at some
t!me or other, taken a seal ai the table.
Juadges, merchants, rancheros and
doctors met Lhere, wilh one common
object. The games were fair and above
board; an ignominious exit would have
been the fate of any one who should
have dared to try any of the blackleg’s
games there. All that was done or
sald al that board was on honer, and
the play was a square countest ot’ akill
and gerve and pluck, while neither
losses nor winnlogs made ady chaoge
in the sourteous demeanor of the meo
who chan their gold therse. One
would hardly realise, ss he sat there in
the bright light of the moraing, lazily
puffing his c?r. that this man could
have tarped the whole current of his
life into this channel.

A stap on the stair started him from
bis reverie, aa a tall, dark skinned,
biack halred son of Spaln entered the
reom. “‘Caramba, but I envy you your
nerves; here you ook as freah as a new
blown rose, and aa clear ms if you had
slept the asleep of & baby lonstead of
beling up at that cursed game till day
light,”” broke out the new comer whose
energetlic salutation was recelved with
a courtly smile by Falrway, who push-
od a chalr toward bim, with » careless,
“Oh, It’s nothing when you're used to
I." The B iard, whoe was the
heaviest land round about, took
the proffered chair, and, prodocing his

ket of cigarettss, proceeded to solace
imeell w the weed. Jose Alvide
bad become, upon the desily of ble
father, solabalr o Lhe ﬂ of
land, sequired under the ol anlah
Government, known as the Ban Bllold
Rancho, which subswequent litigation
has made familiar to every oane In-
terested in the history of land matters
in California. He had all the Im-
govlthuco and disdaln of labar peculiar
the Spaaniard; and was the soaree of
sabstance to the many human leeches
who hung around the wealthy Spaniards
st the time we speak of. Falrway was
his legal adviser, as well as hia boon
and alth

take conil & fees of Interesis in his
land in pay such services as he
rendered. Thus ng a foothold on
the estate, It req DO great amount
of to enable the reader to com-
prehend Lthe manner of his ultimate ac-
aiaition of a large part of I6. Matiom

T be continued.
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