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districts and wwa pleased to meatmeedoso
many who had remained faithful to
their covenants I1

he exhorted all the saintsbats to nU
the elders by their faith and praybryerepr yereerms
for they hadbad left homes and familiesfaint lies to
minister unto israel in this land and
were the true servantsservant of god he
testified that all who obeyed the com-
mandmentsmand mentsmentis of god would receive his
spirit to enable them to overcome their
weaknesses he further counseled the
saints to refrain from gambling and
other kindred mineelus that the spirit of
flod might abide with them

elder joseph S groesbeck presi-
dent of the district re-
ported his labors in the south part of
the island there are five branches in
the district and most of the saints are
faithful and diligent in keepingkee ina the
commandments of god hego bad
traveled amongst the maori people for
the past three years and was
wittiwith the progress that was being made
andnd it was always a pleasure to meet
thehe people when they were striving to
do right

elder B rdfewh addressed the
congregationcongregatecongregat a referringrr z g to the visits in

omeame of the branches and his pleasurepl asure
to see such a large attendance at con-
ference taught the importance of
attending to every duty and especially
observing the instructions imparted by
the servants of god that the soul
might be fed with the bread of life
commented on the parable of the ten
virgins and urged the saints to pre-
pare their hearts to receive the bless-
ings of heaven

meeting was adjourned till 2 p m
and was closed with singing hymn 40
prayer by benarl ruru

the afternoon services were opened
with singing hymn 28 prayer by
tote catene auka

elder john H burton president of
the mabia district congratulated the
saints on the good spirit that prevailed
stated that there were seven branches
in the mahla district and very many
earnest workers

the presidents of the branches were
all exemplary men none of them using
tobacco but all striving to magnify
their callings v

priesthood meetings were held regu-
larly which were well attended A
church school was organized in the

elder james hibson asan
teacher and it was well attended by
the maori children and great good was
being done by it

elder burton stated that be had at-
tended four annual conferencesconfere new in new
zealand andaad always profited by the
instructions given he urged the
saints to continue faithful and warned
them against the seductive influences
of satan

elders P P thomas james hixson
and te hira paea bore their testimon-
ies to the truths of thothe gospel and the
blessings enjoyed by the saints of god

tote hira paea Is president of the
bawa branch and referred to behls
address to liamanlaman andana lemuel and the
lessons to be learned from it he
spoke fluently and interspersed his
remarks with several beautiful meta-
phors

A testimony meeting was holdheld in
tthehe evening and the usual good spirit
prevailedreva fled several hours were spent
Flistening to testimonies of the saints

and all seemed to be anxious to speak
of the goodgoodnessnew of god to his people

DAY

conference was called to order at 10
a m by president stewart and opened
with singingringing hymn 89 prayer by
elder nukuanuku

elder 0 C dunford was the elret
speaker and he reported Waira rapa
district and stated that it was a great
satisfaction torto him to be able to give a
good report the presidents and the
majority of the members of the five
branches in are faithful in
their duties and callingscalling4 they have
great faith in the ordinances of the
gospelGos polandand in oases of sickness rely
upon the power of the priesthood and
the administration of oil belleybelievinglug
that the prayer of faith will heal the
sick

I1

elderElde josephrJoseph 8 groesbeckGroesbeok read let-
ters of loving greeting from president
wm and president W 881

binghamBing bam which were very encourag-
ing aadand gratifyinggratify inK to all the saints
assembledassern led such spirited epistles from
zion have a greafgreat influence for good
and are highly appreciated by the
members and the elders

elderselder W gibson andaad E atkin bore
their testimonies and referred to their
labors and the blessings enjoyed by the
saints in the latter days

elder john G0 kelson president of
the hawkes bay district stated that
hebe had labored there for eighteen
months and believed that the majority
of the saints in that district were re-
joicing in the blessings of gudgod through
their faithfulness the laorismaoris are
subject to some
birve fallen into sin but all who listen
to the chuml of the servants of god
remain firm and steadfast the saints
inID hawkedhawke bay district can testify to
manifestations of the power of god in
thehie healing of the sick elder kelson
rejoiced in the knowledge of the plan
of salvation revealed through the
prophet joseph smith in this dispensa-
tion aud testified to the truth of the
principles proclaimed by the elderseiders

Nga waca a maori saint fromfroin the
mabis district adaiadAA essed the con-
ference on the organization of the
church of christ the true gospel
was preached to the maori people for
the first time in 1884 and many had
received it gladly andaad remained stead-
fast since they were first baptized he
bore a faithful testimony to the book
of mormonkormod as the word of god and
the history of the ancestors of the
maori people he traced their history
from abraham rereferredferrett to the
promises made to the seedneed of joseph
and proved the fulfillmentfulfilment of the pro-
phecies of the ancient prophets through
the history of lehi nephi and his
descendants hishim discourse was eager-
ly listened to and his beautiful illustra-
tions andW eloquent appeal held the large
audience spellboundspell bound andaad touched the
hearts of all preventpresent for is a
born orator and speaks under the in

of the spirit of god
meeting was dismissed with singing

hymn
prayer by cepla tote auatu
the afternoon meeting was called to

order at 2 pm and opened with sing-
ing hymn prayer by elder L C
Ram

the poverty bay district was re-
ported by elder oscaroacar andrus who
stated that there were four branchesbrano heg in
good condition and that the sunday
schools were doing a good work and

were well attended he compliment
edad the saints of the district for their
faith in the ordinancesordinance of the gospel
poke of the blessings in store for the

maori people who were a branch of the
househoupe of israel their forefathers hav-
ingI1 left america as recorded in the
eardnd chapter of almsalma the elders
had great in their labors
when the people were faithful bulbu
grieved i they fell into sinin

elder lewis J hawkes stated that
he had traveled in Tau dietric
two yeatsyears but could not give a very
favorable report many of the people
there were influenced and led astray
by the old maori superstitions and
failed to rely upon the spirit ol01
god there are many churches in
the district and old maori
prophets and the saints have
much to contend with still the work
was progressing and the servants of
god realized that if they only assisted
in the salvation of one soul it was
worth all the sacrifices they had
made

pirimi tote caarl a native elder
frfromom the Waira rapa district greeted
the elders who had bomecome from zion
to preach the gospel of christ to the
maori people he endorsed the words
of the sorservantsvanti of god and testified to
the restoration of thehe gospel and the
organization of the church after the
order and pattern recorded in holy
writ

the gospel tois being preached as a
witness to all nationsnationsandand the people
are urged to come out of the sipssins and
iniquity of babylon elder pirimi
spoke very intelligently of the scatter-
ing and gathering of isal and testi-
fied that thetb principles by the
elders would prove salvation to the
people if they would accept them
meeting was closed by the congrega-
tion singing hymn 20

A priesthood meeting was held in
the evening where the instructions
were given by president stewart and
questions answered on various sub-
jectsejects

the sisters also held a
meeting and rejoiced in the spirit of
god thirty two of our maori sisters
bore testimonies and every moment
was occupied speaking of the goodness
of god

THIRD DAY

on sunday mrmorningning april
conference was called to order by pres-
ident stewart and opened with sing-
ing hymn

prayer by elder george hales
the statistical report of the aust-

ralian missionminion was read which showed
a total membership of 24232428 and
children under eight years of age mak-
ing the total number of souls
of these are europeans and the
rest are laorismaoris during the past six
months there hav been fiftyfi fey six
baptisms and sixty two children
blessedblamed there 1are thirty elders labor
ing in the mission but elders joseph
S groesbeck and john H burton
have been honorably released to return
to zon

elder C W taylor reported the con-
dition of the district in which


