districts and was pleased to meet so.
many who had remalned falthful to
their covenants.

He exhorted ali the Sainta to guatain
the Eidera by thelr falth and prayers,
for they had left homes and families to
minister unto Israel in thia land, and
were the true servanis of God. He
testified that all who obeyed the com-
mandments of God would recelve His
Bpirit to enable them to overcome their
weaknesses, He further counseled the
Salinte to refrain from gambling and
other kindred slne, that the Bpirit of
(Fod might abide with them,

Eider Joseph 8. Groesbeck, preai-
"dent of the Manawatu district, re-
ported his labors in the south part ot
the island, There are five branches in
the district, and most of the Baints rre
fa@ithful and diligent In keeping the
commandments of God. He had
traveled amongst the Maorl people for
the past three years and waa gratifled
with the progress that was belng made,
and it was alwayea pleasure to meet
the people when they were striving to
do right.

Elder B. Godds®d addressed the
congregation, referring to the visite in
gome of the branches and his pleasure
to see such a large attendance at con-
ference; taught the Importance of
.attending to every duty and especially
observing the instructions imparted by
the eervanis of God, that the soul
might be fed with the bread of life;
commehted on the parable of the ten
virgine, and urged the Baints to pre-
pare ~their hearts to receive the bless-
inge of heaven.

Meeling was adjourned till 2 p. m.,
and was cloped with singing hymu 40.
Praver by Henari Ruru.

The afternoon services were opened
wlith singing hymn 28. Prayer by
Te Watene Huka,

Elder John H. Burton, president of
the Mahia district, congratulated the
Baints on the good spiritthat prevailed;
gtated that there were seven branchea
in the Mahia district, and very many
earnest workera. -

The presidents of the branches were
all exemplary men, none of them using
tobagco, but all striving to magnity
their oallings. 0 ~

Priesthood meetings were held regu-
larly, which were well attended. A
Church scbool was organized in the
distriot, . with Elder James H!xson ae
teacher, and it was well attended by
the Maorl children, and great good waa
belng done by it.

Elder Burton stated that he had at-
tended four annuaiconferences in New
Zealand, and always profited by the
ipstructions given. e urged . the
Haints tocontinue faithful, and warned
them agalost the seductive jufluences
of Batan,

Eldere P. PP, Thomas, James Hixson
and Te Hira Paea bore their testimon-
les to the truths of the Goapel and the
blessings enjoyed by the Baints of God,

Te Iird, Paea is president of the
Uawa branch, and referred to Lehi’s
addrees to Laman and Liemuel and the
lessons to be learned from 1t. He
spoke fluently and interspersed his
remarks with eeveral beautiful meta-
phors. .

A testimony'meeting was held in
theevening aud the usual good spirit
prevafled. Several hours were spent
Ilstening to testimonies of the Baints,

—= = —
‘and all eeemed to be anxisus to speak

of the goodness of God to His people.

SECOND DAY,

Conference was ealled to order at 10
a. m, by Presldent Btewart and opened
with singing hymn 89, Prayer by
Elder Nuku,

Elder Q. C. Duntord wae the firat
speaker, and he reporled Walrarapa
distriet and stated that it was a great
satiefactlon to him to be able to givea
gzood report. The presidents and the
majority of the members of the five
branches in thaledistrict ure faithful in
thejr duties and callings. They have
great faith in the ordinances of the
(oapeland in cascs of sickness rely
upon the power of the Priesthood and
the administration of oil, belleviug
that “the prayer of faith will heal the
slok.”?

Eider Joseph B. Groesbeck read let-
ters of loving greeting from President
Wm. Paxman and Preeident W. B.
Bingham, which were very encourag-
ing agd gratifylng to all the Bainte
ssgembled, Buch spirited episties from
Zion have a greaf influence for good,
and are highly appreciated by the
members and the Elders.

thelr testimonies aud referred to their
labors and the blessingeenjoyed by the
Saints In the latter daye.

Elder John G. Kelson, Praesldent of
the Hawkes Bay district, stated that
he had labored there for eighfeen
monthe and believed that the majority
of the Baints in that distrlet were re-
joleing io the blessinge of Gud through
their faithfulness. The Maoris are
subject to many templations,and some
heve fallen into sin, but al}l who listen
to the counagl of the servants of God,
remain firm and steadfast. The Bajcte
in Hawkes’ Bay district can testify to
manifestations of the power of God in
thie healing of the sicke. Elder Kelson
rejoiced in the kuowledge of the plan
ot ealvation revealed through the
Prophet Joseph Bmith In this dispenea.
tion, aud testifiad to the truth of  the
prineiples proclaimed by the Eiders.

Ngawaca, 8 Maor! Baini from the
Mahia distrlet, sduiessed the con-
ference «won the organlzation 6f the
Church of Christ, 'The true Goapel
wap preached to the Maorl people for
the flret time {n 1884, and many had
received it glad!y and remained stead-
fast since they were firet baptized, He
bore & faithful testimony to the Book
of Mormon aes the word of God and
the history of the ancestors of the
Maori people. He traced their history
from Abraham, referred to the
promires made to the seed of Jomeph,
and proved the fulfilment of the pro-
pheciesof the anclent prophets through
the history of Loki, Nephi and hls
dercendants, His discpurse was eager-
1y lietened to and his beautiful iljuatra-
tisns eloguent appesal held the large
audience spell-bound, and toueched the
nearts of all present, for Ngawaca is a
born orator and speaks under the In-
spiration of the Bpirit of God.

Meotlng was diemlissed with slnging
hymn 158,

Prayer by Nepia Te Atu,

The afternoon meeting was called te
order at 2 p:m., and opened with sing-
ing hymn 100. Prayer by Eider Li. €.
Rusmuesen.

" Elders W. Gibeon aud E. Atkin bore |
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The Poverty Bay dislrict was re.
ported by KElder Oscar Andrus, who
stated that thete were four branches in
good condltion, and that the Bunday
schools were doing & good work and
were well attended, He compliment-
ed the Baints of the district for their
falth in the ordinances of the Gospel;
spoke of the blesalngs In store for the'
Maort people who were & branch of the
houre of Israel, their forefathers hav.
ing left America as recorded in the
63rd chapter of Alma. The Elders
had great axiisfaption in their labors
when the people were faithful, bu
grieved whea they fell into sin.

Elder Lewis J. Hawkes stated that
he had traveled in Tauranga distric
two years but’ could not give a very
tavorable report. Many of the people
there were influenced and ied astray
by the old Maori superstitions and
failed to rely upon t Bpirit ol

God. There are many churches in
the distriet and old Maorl
prophets and the BSainte have

much to contend with. Btill the work
whae progressing and the servants of
God realized that if they only assisted
in the salvatioh of one soul it was
worth all the sacrifices they had
made,

Piripi Te Maari, a native Elder
from the Walrarapa district, greeted
the Elders who had bome from Zion
to preach the .Gospel of Christ to the
Maorl people. He endorsed the words
of-the servants of God and testified to
the restoration of {the Gospel and the
organization of the Church after the
order and pattern recorded In Holy
Writ.

The Gospel is belug preached as &
witneas to all nations, and the people
are urged to come out of the sips and
iniquity of Babylon. Elder Piripi
spoke very intelligently of the scatter-
ing and gathering of leragl, and testi-
fied that the principles taught by the
Elders would prove salvation to the
people if they would accept them.
Meeting was olosed by the cobngrega-
tion singing bymn 20,

A Priesthood meeting was held in
the evening, where the instructions
were given by President Btewart and
questione answered on varlous sub.
jects,

The sisters, also, held a festimony
meeting and reJolced in the Bpirit of
God. Thirty-two of our” Maori aisters
bore testimopies and every moment
was occupied speaking of the goodness
ot God.

TIHIRD DAY.

On Bunday moruoing, April lth,
conference was called to order by Pres-
fdent Btewart and opened with slng-
ing Hymn 103.

Prayer by Elder George Hales.

The statistical report of the Aus.
trallan miseion wasread which showed
a totnl membership of 2423 and 941
children under eight years of age, uak- .
ing the lotal number of =oula, 3364.
Of these 254 are Europeans, and the
rest are Maoris. During the past eix

months there have been fifvy-six
baptieme .and eixty-two cblldren
blessed. There are thirty Eiders labor-

ing in the miesion, but Elders Joseph
B8, Groesbeck and Jahn H. Burten
have been honorably releused to return
to Z'on. .

Elder C. W. Taylorreported the con-

| dition of te Walapu district in which



