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and the world Is beginning to
acknowledge that mormonism has
passed that stage in its history when
it can any longer be permitted
to pass unnoticed when men can
any more afford to ignore it and
overlook it it Is marching on to
its triumph to its victory which
has been decreed and destined from
the beginning of time from before
the foundations of the world but
how was this work begun A hum-
ble farmersfermers boy went out into the
woods one day and asked god for a
blessing his mind was torn with
doubt with perplexity with ques-
tioningstion ings as to which of all the
religious creeds of christendom was
the true one he was a seeker after
truth and this was the favor he
asked of the almighty for he be-
lieved there was a god and he be-
lieved that god would answer
prayer that he had but to put into
practice the advice of the apostle

if ay man lack wisdom leie thim
ask of god who to all men
liberally and upbraideth not and it
shall be given him joseph smith
believed this he had that living
faith which god could not deny
true he was only a boy he was
only a little one a tiny speckapeck of
mortality one among millions and
millions of gods creatures but he
was not satisfied with his spiritual
condition he desired to know more
and he believed that the lord
would give him what he sought
he did not believe as the christian
world asserted that the heavens
were closed that god no longer

to man but he believed in the
god of abraham isaac and jacob
he who never changes who is
the same yesterday today and for-

ever he bowed in humility
before that god and that god
answered his prayer

this work began with thaithat hum-
ble boy and on the ath of april
1880 six humble personspersons met
together and organized the church
of jesus christcb rist of latter day saints

the germ and nucleus of a work
before which the glory of the king-
doms of this world will pale as pales
the starlight before the morn this
may seem boastful this would
appear propresumptuoussumptuous in the eyes of
the world they have so longloag lieen
in the habit of leaving god out of
the question of putting him away
for though many draw near to
him with their lipalipstetyet their hearts
are far from himalm and in the
political world especially it haeha be-
come so fashionable to shut god out
from all participation in human
affairs abat it seems absurd to hold

such views asaa those which I1 have
expressed and I1 anaam sorry cosayto say
that this leaven of doubt of uncer-
tainty of infidelity is making
inroads into this very work of which
I1 speak hence we hearbear now and
then an elder asserting that god is
in the great things hut not in the
small

Is this the god of whom his son
jesus testified when he sent his
apostles forth to preach the gospel
when he told them to take neither
purse nor scrip nor two coatscoate but
to go forth trusting in god for their
dallydaily bread Is he the being of
whose care and providence it is
said the very hairs of your heads
are numbered and not a sparrow
falls to the ground without your
fathers notice Is he the god
whom jesus meant when he said
consider the liliesflues of the field

how they grow they toil not
neither do they spin and yet I1 say
unto you that even solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed like one of
these if then god so clothe
the grass which today is and
tomorrow is cast into the oven will
he not also clothe you 0 ye of little
faith Is this a god who is not in
the small things a god who can

hear the young ravens when they
cry a god whose ears are saluted
with the shouts of armies and the
hoshosannahhosannasannas of mighty multitudes and
yet canturkcan turn to hear the prayer of a
little child

I1 want to relate here an incident
that happened to one who is near
and dear to me my mother in
her early childhood her mother on
leaving the house one day warned
her not to meddle with the dishes on
the table for said she if you
break one I1 shall have to whip
you herIfer mother was a woman
who kept her word whether she
promised good or evil whether it
was a present or a penalty she
was in the habit of faithfully
executing what she had spoken
when she had left the house her
daughter possessed of that spirit of
mischief to which children axeare so
liable did exactly the thing that her
mother told her not to do and by
letting the taletable leaf fanfall she broke
several of the dishes now in the
days of poverty ofbf the people of this
church this was a fieheavieravier loss than
perhaps many of us know how to
appreciate the little girl was
terror stricken she knew her
mother would whip her she knew it
because she had confidence in her
mothers word because her mother
wasas a woman of honor who did not
speak one thing and mean another

but the child thought of her father
in heaven of her eternal parent
and she went to the bottom of the
orchard and bowed down under an
appletreeapple tree and asked god who rules
the earth and holds in his handsbands the
destinies of men and nations to
soften her mothers heart that she
might not whip her she sprang
up filled with fojey with peace for
the holy ghost had testified to her
that the threat would not be ful-
filled her mother returning and
seeing what had happened took
hvher child into another room for the
purpose of lecturing her and then
giving her the promised punish-
ment but she found that her armarM
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was paralyzed that her heart was
melted and she could no more lift J

her hand to strike the child
than she would have raised a knife
torfor the purpose of taking her
daughtersdaughter life yet god is not in
the small things the great
this anecdote was told by my
mothers father heber C kimball
in the theological school in kirtland
before the prophet joseph smith
and manymamy of the leading elders of
israel and they wept like children
for the subject which had been up
for consideration was falthfaith in
god and of what does it consist
joseph who had a heart as tender
as a childs wiping away the tears
from hishie eyes said brethren I1
could not tell you any more what
faith is if I1 lectured here all night
than has been illustrated in that
simple anecdote told by brother
kimball it is well timed that is
what fT mean by faith yes this
is faith the honest conviction of the
humble childlikechild like heart going to
god not with high sounding words
and swelling phrases but asking
him in simple language for the
desire of the soul but the world
despises such things and as I1 have
said they have nearly shut god out
of the ququestionbuealonealon

the spirit which animates this
world is the spirit of egotism of
selfishness and a desire to claim the
glory which belongs unto the
maker it is the spirit which ani-
mated of old when
walking upon the wals of Babybabylonbabydollloll
viewing that magnificent city with
its hanging gardens quaone of the
wonders of therworldorld with itsita hun-
dred brazen gates with its lofty
walls so thick that several chariots
could ride abreast along the totopp

thereof so splendid a aty soBO im-
pregnable a fortress that it seemed 41

to laugh to scorn the power of every
foe and was called the glory of tb

excellency babylon thothe


