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FLOER GHIS. W, PENROSE,

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lalke City,

Sunday Afternoon, Aug.
14¢h, 1881.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

ONE of the many evidences of the
truth of the Gospel which we have
embraced is the experience of young
brethren, some of them born in
Utah, others who have come here
in their childhcod and have grown

up in the midst of the people, and
who are occassionally sent out into
the world to advoeate the Gospel of
Christ. We find that every one of
them who is faithful to his trust,
. who attends to the duties imposed
upon him,and keeps himself unspot-
ed from the world retorns wilth a
testamony of the truth in his heart,.
He is able to say that he knows the
work is true independent of the in-
etructivn that bho may have received
or the testimony that he may have
heard from eotheérs and he is able to
say that he has received this witness
from God to his.owa soul, Now the
testimony of the young brotherwho
has spoken this afternoon is the
testimony of all our brethrem who
gb out in like manner and return in
the same way. And thereisanother
thing connected with this which
corroberates it, and that is if any of
our missionaries go out into the
world and become contaminated,
fall into the wayvs of the world,
transgress the commandments of
God and stain their garments
with impurity, they lose that
testimony, and when they re-
torn they do not come back
full of confidence and of zeal,’ they
de not come back with the spirit of
union in their hearts towards the
rest of the Church, but they go into
the dark, they become full of fault
finding, they fall away, and finally
make shipwreck of their faith,

It has been truly said this after-
noon that the bond of union wiiich
binds the Latter-day Saints togeth-
er is this testimony or the spirit by
which it comes, We are not bound
together by any cast iron rules or

ceremonies, nor are we held togeth-
er by the power of men who preside
over us, s is sup in the world;
but the bond of union which unites
us ia the inspiration of the same
spirit. We have obeyed the same

gospel in the same way; we have
been bn%timd by one spirit into one
body, whether we were previously
Catholics or Episcopaliuns, Metho-
dists or Baptists, Congregationalists
or Qual Theists or Infidels—mno
matter what our faith or lack of faith
may have been before, when we re-
celved this gospel weall received the
same truthein the same fashion,
snd being baptized by one baptism,
we were pared to receive the
same spirit, and that spirit resting
down upon us enabled us {0 see eye
to eye.
1t is claimed by some people in
the world that it is impossible to
make different people see alike; that
it is a matter of impossivility to
bring all people to the unity of the
faith, It is claimed that as our
countenance differ so do our disposi-
tions and our minds, that what will
convince one person will not con-
vince another, and therefore that it
is impossible to make a body of peo-
ple all understand alike, and if they
do act together it must be through
some compulsion. Now, I regard
this is a great mistaks, - 1|
know it is not (lrue, by my
own experience and by what I
see here among the people called
Latter-day Saints-~ I* know that it
is possible for a great number of
men and women to be breought to
gee things exactly alike, We may
look at this outside of religious mat-
ters. Ifa number of us take a prob.
lem in geometery, as soon as we all
understand the principles wkich |
govern it, are we not able to solve
the problem in the sume way? Cer-
tainly. So with a sum in arithme-
tic. 8o in regard to any branch of
exact sclence, It is supposed, how-
ever, that theology is not a science,
cannot be made a séiende, that it is
a mere matter of opinion, and that
n% ple differ 8o mu¢h in opinion
in other things, they wiil 1w bound
to differ in their views in regard to
religion. But these ideas are
founded.. on ~ faliwies.  Theolo-
gy, properly epeiking, is wmot &
mere matter of opinion, What is
- «ealled religion in the world, T admit,
is a matterof senliment and opinion,
and cne man’s opiuian Is just §a good |
g8 Eng! :
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the Irishman said, ‘‘a great deal bet-
ter.” One reverend divine’s opinion
is just as go.d as another’s, for they
differ just as much as the peogle do
whom they teach. And so the idea
prevails t: at religion is a mere mat-
ter of opinion, and theretore we can
expect nothing but division. But
true religion does not come frum
man, True religion comes from
God, if thereis a God. Our young
brother . this afternoon siys he
knows there 8 a God, It is mo
matter of opinion with him. He
knows that God hears and answers
prayer, and you may find thousaunds
of men and women here in Utah
who are ‘willing to bear the same
testimony. They do not hold this
as 1 matter of faith alone, it has be-
come knowledge to them. They
know that there is a PBupreme
Being, that e 14 a personage, that
He hears and answers prayer, and
He has demonstrated to their entire
satisfaction not only that He lives,
but that the Church of which they
are members is His; that this work
in which they are engaged is His
work; that He has established it,
that He i rolling it on, and that He
will sustain it and bringit to a glo-
rious consummation, no maltter
what earthiv power may intervene.
Now, I say if there is a God, and if
that God made this world upon
which we live, and if He is our a-
ther, the Father of our spirits, then
He has the right to control the
earth and all the people tbat live
thereon, and it is unreasonable to
think, if there is such a Being who
made the earth and formed the
creatures that dwell upon it, and
who guides and controls their desti-
nies, that He will never manifest
Himself to His creatures, It isun-
reasonableto me to think that. wWe
have a book ‘bere called the Bible;
we have another book called the
Book of Mormon, and here  is ano-
ther called the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. In each of these books
itis declared that there is a God and
that He has revestled Himself. The
Bible gives a history of some of the
revelations of that Divine Being to

eople on the easlern continent, in

alestine particularly. The Book of
‘“Mormon? gives an account of some
of therevelations of the same Being
to the ancient . inhabitants of

this condlinent, the rogeni-
tors of e American [ndians,
civilized persons from whom the

American Indians have descended,
for they were not always the de-
spised beings they are at present,
'IE]]JH Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants contains revelations from the
same Being given in the day and
age in which we live. Each of these
books corroborates the others. They
run together like three drops of

water, or, to make scriptural refer- |

ence,like the three measure: of meal
in the parable. In each of these
books the testimony is given of a
God, and also the fact that He will
reveal himself to those who rightly
approach Him. If this is true; if
the united testimony of the Bible,
the Book of Mormon and Book of
Doctrine and Covenants is true,
then it is possible for the inhabi-
tants of the earth to obtain knows
ledge from God, and further than
that, if these books are true, kuow:
ledge has been sent down from on
high, religion has been sent down
from heaven, for the guidance and
beneflt « f people dwelling on the
earth. If these books are true, God,
at different iimes in the world’s
history, has called and appointed
men to be His representatives—not
torepresent his perfection, because
they were only human beings, but
to represent cerlgin truths which he
revealed to them for the benefitof
their fellows; and, in some instan-
ces, for all the people dwelling upon
the wide-spread earth. If these
books are true, Jesus, wlio died on
Calvery, was the Son of God, anid
He sent out His Apostles uuto &l
the world to preach the true re-
ligion. Now the religion that God
gave to these men in auny age,
whether we find it In ﬁw
Bible, theé Book of Marmon, or

' the Book of Doctrine and-Couvenants

is not the religion of man. It did
not spring out of the human heart;
it was not framed by men meeting
together in conelave; but it came by
revelation from the Supreme Being
He manifested it to mankind. 1T
know that there are a great many
diferent things called religion in
the world that have come out of the
hearts of men, at Jeast in part’if not
altogether. They have taken some
of thé things written in ‘the Bible,
they have reflécted upon them, and
then have added a little of their own
opinion coneerning these things,
They have taken a part of what God
ey revealed and added ther pwn
potions to it, "Hut trye roligion the

religion of God,must come from Gw,
The religion of Je<us Christ must
come from Jesus Christ, and not
from man. If religion comes down
from God to man and man recelves
that reéligion, and the spirit cfit,

they will all cone to the same un- | callit=leave this matter out of con-

derstanding concerning it. Being
baptized iudt‘n nnnl khady th?y will
comprehend it alike Having |
Entﬂg light they will “see eye
eye.” And according to the Scrip-
tures there is to be a time when_ all
people shall seealike. *'T'hy walch-
men shall lift up the voice; with the
voice together. shall they sing;
for they ‘shall see eye to eye,
when the T.ord shall bring
again Zion,”” ®o says the
prophet Isaiah, And there is 1o be
a day when all people that breathe
the breath of life will know God,
from the Jeast unto the greatest.
They will be able to bear the testi-
mony our brothor has borne this af-
terncon, and no one will have need
to say to his neighbor, “Know ye
the Lord.” But if religious affairs
g0 on as now. in the world, it will
take along time to accomplish the
change, will it nol? ot

Well, the Latter-day Saints, as I
said just now, are able to bear this
testimony. Why? Because they
are better than anybody else? They
make no such assertion; but if they
are no better than the people of the
world they have not very much to
boast of. I have travelled a good
deal and know the doings of the
world, and i{ the Lafter-day Saiats
are no better than the msjority of
the people, they have nothing parti-
cualar to boast about. Bul we do not
claim that we can bear this testi-
mony because of our extra goodness,
We do not say,**Come not near unto
us; we are holier than you.” We
have no such disposition or spirit,

But having heard the principles of
the gospel of Jesus Christ as taught
by the Elders of this Church and re-

flected upon them, prayed about
them and compared them with the
old scriptures, we came to the
conclusion that they e
because they corresponded in every
respect witlt the teachings of Christ
and His Apoatles. And let me say,
in passing, that this cannot be

were ‘true, | same

claimed for any religious sect in the |
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imagine, by the craft jand cunning
of men who understand human ' ns-

ture, but because we have received
the same spirit. Men who oppose
this work—‘“Mormonism?” as they

sideration altogether. In conse-
quence of thisthey can never com-

)eople; they cannot account for- the
E#uri actomplished by the Latter-
day Saints in spite ,oriﬁn_ the opposi
tion and pergecution they have had
to endure, , But the real w-n?e of,

i§ the Bpirit of the living

God whlch T
i w ‘Tests n_ 0 Bt
Spirit !5(1 us’ e.';ﬁ. ﬁ?::q;re here

to stay. We are here to.do the
work which God designg shall Le
done. We are willing to_ make any
sacrifice—ifl there be such a thinias
sacrifice—because God Almighty has
enlightened our minds, because we
know that He lives, that He hears
and answers our prayers and gives
us the blessi we azk for whien
they are good for us, and withholds
them when they are not; for like
children we are apt to ask for raz.
ors to cub-our fingers with., ' God
answers our prayers when it is wise

T

kingdoms of our God and His Christ,
and until “every Knee shall tow
and every tongue #hal confess that

God the Father.” That is our work,
that is what we are here for., If we

|areaccumulating any earthly wealth

here,it is by the blesring of God that
we may the f:thaﬂ:lus':l:' mcltlm]:p]iah His

W 1at we may help to build
Eér is kingdom on the egrth y that
wickedness may be swept from the
earth, that He whose right it is to
miﬂ] may come and take possession
of His kingdom.

Now, my friends, the time at my
disposal has nearly expired, but be.
fore gitling down, I desire to bear
my testimony, in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, that I know this
is the work of God; 1 know that God
Jives and that He hears and answers
the prayers of the faithful; and I
know this work will prevail. | know
that no earthly powers can retard it,
The combined powers of the earth—
Presidents, Kings, Emperors or Go-

| vernors—cannolistay the progress of

this work, because the
vah hath spoken it.
way, walk yein it. Avoid evil and
chotse the good. “Be ye perfect,
even as your Father in heaven 1s

great Jeho-
This is the

to grant the things we desire.

perfect. I know this work will roll

This testimony which we havere- | on, though all the world is against
ceived is not imaginary, it is not ajus. Weare a little handful of peo-

phantom, it is a fact,and the same
testimony has been experienced
wherever this gospel has gone.

It | pot in numbers,

le compared 10 the nation of the
nited States, but true strength is

I do not mesn

is claimed that Joseph Smith was an | when' T make such a comparisen,

impostor.

The promises he made have been
fulfilled. When the Elders were
sent out to proclaim the gospel they
made the promise to all who should
obey it thatthey would receive the
testimony I have been talking about,

We may we know that | that
Joseph Bmith was a prophet of God. | nation are

all the millions of this
against wus; many

are op because they do
not know us, they do not know our

they do not know what manner of
men and women, we are. They
think we are a set of fanatics. But

€Could man have bestowed this tes- |itis principle that has brought the

timony? No.:. But we received it
and we know it eame from God, and
as I =aid beéfore, wherever people
haye received this gospel, this reli-
gion that the Liord has something it
do with nally—they receive the
mony, and when they seek
for the gifts of the gospel, they ob-
tain them if they ask,in faith.
speak now of “the  gifts enumerated
in the Bible, that were manifested
in the ancientehurch. They are

world—we do not eall'our Churech a | now manifested in this Church; for
sect—there is no religious sect in the | it is the Church of Clirist, and it is

sorld whose e¢reed, ordinanees, for.

mula, and c¢hurch government cor- | rested u
particular with | the Church now is the

respond in every

tament. But we find on close com-
rison that the doctrines taught by
he Elders of this Church correspond
in every respect with the doctrines
taught by Jesus and His A postles,
They made the same promises to us
that the ancient Apostles di.i. On
hearing this w e prayed about it; we
sought wisdom from God; we did
not turn away from these men be-
cause their names were cast out as
evil; but we turned to the Lord. He
heard our prayers and answered
them, and stamped the truth of
their testimony upon our hearts, We

sins were. remi

life;

his deeds” and “put on Christ”
to walk after the patterp of His life,
And when, the Elders laid - their
hands upon us, according to the or-
der of confirmation, that.God estab-
lished in the Churchj the; Spirit of
the Almighty rested down upon us,
and filled our hear(s with sweet satis

factions and with the knowledge that
we b ived the truth, and we
were with light, communica-

tion was opened up between us and
our Father.  Wereceived peace, re-
velation owledge and wisdom,
gifts an ers for eur own individ.
ual Iﬁ?p a8 members of His
Church - The Holy Ghost bore tes-
timony fo.us. that God lJived, that
the ieligion we had received was
His religion,, and that m to
those whg-l_la.v,la‘bm(pi_t.bi and lis-
 tened Ly j_ga.*qhmperiﬁ as been a
contintink guide, *‘a Jight t2 their
feat and a lamp to their path,” a
coulinual moniter, an abiding. wit-
ness, whichh brings things past to
their remembrance, couflrms ihe
things of tne present, shows us
thing to come, and bears record of
the Futher and theBSon. I is this
that has drawn this people here.
The Latter-day Saints received this
Spirit wherever they dwelt on the
face of the earth, when the gospel
came to them, We have come a
great many - of us from various
parts of Kurope, the differeut Btates
of Ameriea, nnd from other coun-

)

we have sall come bere and embrac-
od the same: faith, weo sese man

. . s
thipgs eye 1o eye, understand alike
and Work togather

L=

established on the same l:asis that it
pon in. the first

Apostleghip, and of all the different
offices of the Chureh, as was the
case in the Church anciently. The

Latter-day-Saints to dwell in these
valleys and we live and labor that
cut of this Church may Le built up

the  Ekingdom that all the
rophets . and inspired men of
h od. ‘have seen from the be-

inning, upon which the glory of
E:}od shall shine and over which the

I | Lord shall rule.  This work will pre-

vail, no matter whatopposition may
be brought to bear against it, |f
this ‘wihole nation should rise up and
other nations should join them, with
the object of destroying the Church

lace. 1n th_ey
. er of thie ) Our kind DMethodist [friends
that we read about in the New Tes | Holy Priesthood, the authority.of the | anxious 10 cee “Mormonism’ stam p-

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter. |

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
could mnot, accomplish it,

are

ed out; but the more they attack it
the stronger they will make, i the
more united will be our people and
the firmeér our desires and our deler-

day Saints isjoined to the Chureh of
is not the church of man. The
sprung from 'the brains of men
This gospel is now being p

end shall eome. Jesus promised

were baptised, and  being baptised | signs. “Behold the fig tree, and all
we received the testimony that our | the trees. When they now shoot
re. re I; for we eame |forth, ye see and know of your own
forth from the liquid grave 10 & new | selves that summer is 1
hwe had “put off the old man |S¢
witl

thin
| the % gdom of God ds nigh
hand. o “And this

they

dred hnd
2, W - and ne h
tries and uiations, north and south— | perienced the influence of the Spirit |-

this to His disciples just before His
crucifixion. e gave a number of

vigh at band,
likewiss ye, whenoye see Lhese

|

mination to roll on the work of God

the First Born behind the vail. This | and to live as' He directs. The best

policy, therefore, for the Methodists,

principles we havereceived bave not |orany other sect, to pursue is to let

us alone. However, they ecannot

I'hey have been revealed from God, | let us alone, for there is an influence

] ‘hed as | —the influence of the evil one--
& witness to all nations before the | which is antagenistic to this work,

and stirs up the hearts of the wieck-
ed against it. All manner of lies
however, only serve to increase our
strength, If we were let alone there
mightarise internal divisions; but
while we are hated and derided by
the world; misrepresented and ma-

come to pass, know:ye that

ached In a1 the
kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unteall'nations;
and then shall the end come.”
This ~ gospel of the kingdom,
;hﬁ gospe t_hﬂt- '."izh.l'iﬂt'.: .fm:
ed,- has been sent down  fiom
hz=aven in our own_ time, and is be

ing Erg(;'hegd as'h witness to dli the |

| ot préach
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go out “withagt« h
reward, in

for‘hire 'or pro-

for'the Eliters

fa¢t in"" most ADces

ope’ “#"f@% miary |

linged, by preachers and editors,and

at | men who profess to be men of God,

wa shall becose more and more

consolidated, ' for all this only
unites ' us more together,
{ I8, is  aeceording ‘to human

nature that it should do. so, and in
all this we can see the providence of
God. This work will continue and
prevail, | know it jnstas wellas I
Enow that I am here. The general
outline of the work to be performed
in thix.generation is ¢learly mapped
out in my mind. And if the Lﬁﬂli r-
day Saimis wi}l ALeep-ibe commani-

ay their own fraveling ex-
peﬁmpaiti order to bear 'th_hﬂg'-tﬂ%i'-

mony. ‘And w y;er'-'
ceive that testimany  they Tece
this spirit and théy know it'is true
and that fe’ the " that” bound
them together. No human being
could - weave _spoh - &7 tle, as . that
which unites the La/ter,day Saints,
[t is a heavenly wunion- among {them-
selves, a d it s & union between
the heavens and. the earth..  The
Saints arve +gathering  from all na-
tions to the plece which the Lord
has appointed, and arepuilding tem
ples to His namwe Jfor the benefit of
the liv and. the dead,. We
have come = outl of the
world and therefore . .the world
hate us; we have turned our, backs
upon our former friends and kin-
' have forméd' new relations |
associations. “We have éx-

of God,and our desire i&to bear tes

timony “‘to tha trithof this work, |

which shali vaH op unt#l the king- |
¥

o
(5ot because e dom of (0l world sbal} beecuas i

'Y.) have declared 13

ments of God, and walk in the path
they have commenced to tre d,

iple re-|revelation and knowledge and wis-
ceive | dom will be given to them from on

high, the servants of God at the

 heaud will be filled with :evelation
| to feed the flock of Lhristyand this

work will roll forth in strength and

I[;oper in the earth until all things
that, have been predicted by the
prophets are fulfilled.

| ay God hasten the day and help

fus " to be faithful, that when His

kKingdom is established we may be
worthy of a place therein, through
Jesus Christ. Amen.

—

The Western Union directors, (N.
: per cent, divi
dend, payable on October 15th. The
surplus over dividenggvas §450,000.

Mayor ILeatherman
City, and James Rucker, a

promi-;
nent attorney, fought a duel,

Both

Wers woun at the first fire,. Bucks

¢r probably fetal;

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of-

object, they do not know our spirit, -

are circulated concerning us, which;

1
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