
THE DESERET
settle foreverfor ever the agitations which
have deterred its more extensive in-
vestment statehood is the great
essential to this settlement and that
assurance and utah can never ex-
pand into the proper measure of its
power and dignity while hampered
with the swaddling clothes of territ-
orial infancy

the claims of utah to the rights
and privileges of statehood are indis-
putableputable and have never been de-
nied except for two reasons when
seeking admission on former occa-
sions her delegates have received
for answer from gentlemen of both
Palpartiesties provide in your constitu-
tion against the practice of polypolyg-
amy and there can be no possiblepossible
jobjeobjectionebion to your application this
demand has been complied with

the 8speakerr then related the his-
toryto of thee constitutional conven-
tionti n and read the provisions off the
utahh constitution belatirelativeve to polyg-
amy and the ratification thereof
he read the oath taken by the mem-
bers of the convention and the peo-
ple who voted for the constitutionhe showed that they were not
polygamists nor persons who in-
tended to become such he also
readead the marriage law passed at the

tastlast session of the utah legislature
and said

president cleveland has in-
formed the congress and the coun
tryyi in his recent message that
polygamy is practically a thing of
the past in utah A 11 the evidences
go90 to establish this there have
beenbeen no convictions for polygamy

iforor a long time the federal judges
and other officials admit this to be a
factct the cases that are being prose-
cuted and have been heralded to the
country for two or three years past
8areae not for newly contracted polyg-
amous marriages but for unlawful
cohabitation that is the asassoriasocia
tionon of men wwithith plural wives whom
hey married many years ago un-

der the peculiar construction of the
statute by the utah courts associa-
tion that would be perfectly inno-
cent if the parties did not claim the
marriagearriagea relationship is deemed a
violation of the law although there
nasayY be no actual cohabitation or
livingn totogetherthorit is tthisiris species of prosecution
which keeps up the appearance of a
perpetuation of polygamy in utah
rhelue relation between a mormon 11

and his wife or wives is viewed bytoethe parties as eternal even if the
manaan does not live with his plural
wife he is in duty bound to support
her and her children as the bond
between them is of a religious char-
acterac whathat can these men do with
thee women whom they conscien-
tiously regard before heaven as their
wives for time and eternity theycannot eat them like the new zea-
land convert to christianity they
cannot promise to obey the law
under itsite present remarkable con-
structionst yet it is these cases in
which ththee papartiesartles are chiefly elderly
personsPerson andsand navehave in many instances
contracted their polygamous rela
eionsons before there was a law of the
and forbidding polygamy that arebelagcg cited by the opponents of

statehood for utah as prokofe that
polygamy is still a living issue

recently there hashae been a more
rational andaad humane policy in the
punishment of this offense than pre-
vailed formerly in the courts of
utah the unprecedented construc-
tion of the law remainsremain however
having been established by the su-
preme court of the territory polyg-
amy then that is the marrying of
more wives cannot be shown to
have a present existence in utah
nor to be now even as frequent as
bigamous cases in other parts of the
country there is positively no
proof whatever of newly contracted
polygamous marriages this state-
ment is confirmed by the testimony
of judge carlton and gen macler
nand of the utah commission and
has recently been endorsed by judge
judd

the special report of the attorney
general to congress shows that
there have been only ten convic-
tions for polygamy since the passage
of the edmunds act of march 22
1882 and for unlawful cohabitation

when it is remeremembered that
in addition to the ordinary facilities
for criminal prosecution the govern-
ment possesses the extraordinary
powers conferred by acts of con-
gress to excleexcludede from the juryju ry every
person shown to have any belief in
polygamy or sympathy with the
defendant to attach witnesses with-
out a krpreviousevious subpoena and com-
pel their immediate attendance to
permit the legal wife to testify
against her husband to compel the
attendance and testimony of the al-
leged plural wifee the children and
neighbors of the defendant to em-
ploy a horde of marshals possessing
all the powers of peace officers to
detect obtain evidence against and
arrest violators of the anti polygamy
laws and backed by a strong but
uninformed public sentiment which
justifies any extremes against a
polygamous suspect is it not con-
clusivelyelusivelyclu evident that these statis-
tics are a full showing of the propor-
tions of the polygamous conditions
now existing in utah Is it not
almost impossible under these ex-
traordinarytra provisions and powers
that an offender should escape andand
with these figures as the result of
six years diligent and relentless
prosecutions how can the reckless
statements of our opponents that are
made concerning the prevalence of
polygamy in utah be considered
anything less than monstrous exag-
gerationsgerations or wilful perversions of
the truth

the other objection is that in utah
the church and the state are united
or that a hierarchy dominates
civil affairs no evidence is offered
in support of this objection except
that the mormon people usually
vote the same ticket and that the
efforts of the opposition to break this
political unity are practically futile
therhe weakness of the inference that
this union is the result of priestly
coercion is exhibited in the fact that
the minority who make the com-
plaint are also compactly united
against the majority they sink
the common differences of party
politics to join in a concerted attack
on a majority they wish to divide
but failing to break the ranks of the
enemy vhey resort to

tion and strive to destroy the very
liberty of which they are the pre-
tended champions they would
have utah governed by a legisla-
tive commission and strike the bal-
lot from the handsbands which will not
support their measures and their
candidates

the next point taken up waswaa thegovernors report to the secretary of
the interior in which he declared
that the mormon church waswae
absolutietle in political and civil af-
fairs and in proof asserted that the
articles of incorporation of Z C M I1
provided that no person not a mem-
ber of the church could become a
stockholder mr richards effectual-
ly disposed of this by producing an
affidavit from the superintendent of
the institution that no such pro-
vision existed citing the names otor
gentiles holding stock with the
amount held by each and produc-
ing the original articles of incorpora-
tion with subsequent amendments
he ateoalso presented the statement of
the superintendent of salt lakegas works in proof that the gov-
ernors statement was false that the

mormon church built and oper-
ated gas works the governors
rash and untruthful remarks about
the absolutism and despotism of the
church were finely handled and it
was shown that the governor was
presentavowedly to increase his own
absolutism in utah by working for
a legislative commission associ-

ated with the governor to appoint
all the local officers now elective by
the people

the tithing system of the church
the election laws of the territory
and other similar matters were ex-
plainedplained and then the following re
maiks of the governor were read
from his official report to show how
he contradicted himself

with polygamy out I1 make the
statement and challenge successful
contradiction that there is no tenet
no ceremony practice observance
or rite inculcated or taught of a re-
ligious nature by the mormon
church that the law has been or is
invoked against the mormon
church as a religious factor is under
the law upon the same footing as
every other religious body or de-
nomination in the land with equal
rights and privileges no more nor
less and it should be left so without
interference I1 shall not arraign the
mormon people as wanting in com-

parison with other people in reli-
gious devotion virtuevirtu honesty so-
briety industry and the graces and
qualities that adorn beautify and
bless life

mr richards then remarked
the whole mormon theory of re-
ligion is based upon the free agency
orofman and his accountability to the
supreme being because of that
freedom to act for himself coercion
is positively forbidden in the revela-
tions given for a guide to the
hurchchurch and individual develop-
ment and intelligence are therein
made the basis of mans future glory
the absolutism so glibly charged
by its opponents le contrary to its
genius and obnoxious to the letter of
itsite discipline it declares that the
constitution of this land was inspired
ot0 god and commands obedience to


