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another chapter will be added to the indict-
ment against Rome for interfering with the
free discussion of public affairs, It is an
open secret in journalistic circles that Mr.
Lawrence and Mr. Nast were both sacrificed
for business reasons connected with the
great Harper's Educational Series. Rome

ominates the school boards in almost every
city and town of inportance in the United
States, and, in order to secure tke adoption
of their wares, school-book publishers have
found i1t necessary to toady to Rome; and so
long as Harper Brothers retained the serv-
ices of Messrs. Lawrence and Nast their Edu-
cational Series was in the Index KExpurga-
toris of Rome,and was practically excluded
from the public schools. No matter how
carefully these books were edited so as to
meet the views of the Vatican; no matter
how the truth of history was suppressed or
misrepresented to coincide with the dogmas
of the church which arrogate the sole right
to write history as well as make it; no
matter how phant the Harrer Brothers be-
came in putting their publishing trade un-
der the censorship of Rome, 80 long as
they retained in their em?loy the active and
powerful services of Mr. Lawrence and Mr,
Nast they were under a ban, and the terror
of excommunication hung in effectual
warning over every school board in America
numbering & Roman Catholic in its mem-
bership.

Speaking of the French in Cana-
da, Mr. Maxwell would find on this
topic something to speak instruc-
tively on. 1t is just 130 years since
Montealm surrendered to Wolfe,
and though Quebec was said to
have fallen from the French point
of view, yet we see it today more
French than ever. Previous to the
affair on the plainsof Abraham, the
few French in the country com-
prised merely a garrison or strug-
gling colony. In the whole valley
of the St. Lawrence there were only
some 60,000; now there are 1,500,000,
There were none in Ontario, now
there are 150,000; Prince Edward’s
Island had none; it has now 12,0005
Nova Scotia has 42,000; New Bruns-
wick 60,000, and in the west, 25,000,
In Ontario, which is eseentially a
Protestant and Orange province,
there are eighty schools where
French is exclusively spoken.
There are mnow fully 2,000,000
Frenchmen in Canada. They hold
the balance of power politically, and
are said to own more than half the
land of Canada. Religiously they
are on top, for it is only in the pres-
ent year they have gained a victory
in the corporation and endowment
of the Jesuit order.

Here is an interesting subject for
apralysis by anti-Romanists. Under
Protestant England, Rome is more
powerful than ever she was under

erdinand and Isabella. Wherever
the British flag floats—and that is
everywhere—the Roman priest has
free scope to work and develop.
Then why Jdo we blame the College
of Cardinals in Rome to strain a
point in favor of Balfour; and why
censure Leo the 18th for endeavor-
ing to turn the Irish priests into a
jolitical police force in Treland?

omanism will certainly be one of
the religions of the future; what the
other will be time ouly can tell.

The Grand Lodge of Free and
© Accepted Masons of the BState of
[llinois, on Wednesday, the 2nd
instant, laid the copestone of the
nationally famous Audiforiun Build-
ing in this city. The Masonic rites
are not permissible in all cases
of this kind, .only when the
building is on a grand scale,
and erected and dedicated for
purposes of general utility. Previ-

ous to the formality of laying the
stone there was a grand and impos-
ing procession of Masons habited in
the regalia of vhe Order, and with
the usual distinctive banners and
insignia of the craft. Somewhere
about seven commanderies and
thirty-five lodges were represented.

The ceremony was very simple.
Grand Marshal Stevens commanded
gilence. Dr. Thomasoffered prayer.
Mr. Teck, on behalf of the Auditori-
um company, formally requested
the Masons to lay the stone. Gen.
Smith replied:

“Masonry seeks for no public hon-
or. It makes no request to be en-
gaged in any public demonstration,
no matter how important the under-
taking, but modestly reserves itself,
and yet is ever willing to comply
with any reasonable request relative
to public buildings. In ancient
times,the craft, those of which these
are the lineal successors, engaged In
operative masonry, ‘were wont to
celebrate the copestone laying with
solemnity and festivities. Today
the speculative brethren co-operate
with the operative masons only in
buildings of a public character when
requested by public officers. The
cathedral of Londen was con-
gsecrated by masons, and broth-
er (George Washington laid the
corner-stone of the nation’s capitol
at Washington in 1793. It is be-
coming that the grand lodge of the
State of 1llinois on this, its fiftieth
anniversary, should be requested to
conduct the final ceremony. Itisa
building worthy of the imperial city
of Chicago, of the great commercial
emporium of the Mississipgi valley,
a building that to show the people
of this continent is to insure the
world’s exposition in Chicago in
1892,»

Mr. L. H. Sullivan, the architect
and designer, came forward fo de-
liver the stone, the square, the level
and plumb. He responded accord-
ing to the ritual as follows:

“‘Most Worshipful Grand Master:
Having been intrusted with the
duty of designing this edifice and of
supervising and directing the work-
men in its erection, and having
been enabled to witness its com-
pletion, T mnow with due respect
present to you for inspection and
approval the last stone that enters
info its composition, and with it the
implements of operative Masonry,
there being no further occasion for
their use.”?

The drand Master then accepted
the work from Mr. Sullivan, and
proceeded to strew corn in foken of
plenty, wine an emblem of gladness,
and oil as a sgymbol of peace. The
Masonice benediction was pronounc-
ed by Chaplain Perry, and the
greatest building in the world
of ancient or modern times was
formally, though not literally, com-
pleted.

In the afterncon Dr. Locimer ad-
dressed the Masons at the Second
Regiment Armory. The noted
Baptist preacher did not seem hap-
py in his theme. He felt that he
was there to defend the Order not to
eulogize. All he could say was that
the Order was guilty of no mur-
ders, no conspiracies, no plots in
Illinois. He said:
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