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In rising before you, brethren and |

pisters, this afternoon, I desire to

commit m{aﬂlt uuto the Lord, invok-

ing His blessing ll:llpﬂll the congrega-

tion, and that the Holy Spirit may dic-

tate that which may be spoken to our

Ediig?tton and encouragement in well-
oing.

In the providence of God His ]iﬁ;aple
are located in the valleys of the Rocky
Mountains, midway between the
oceans, occupying the position of a
city set upon a which cannot be
hid. Itwas the providences of God
around about is people which
brought them to this land, which led
them out of—what shall I say? out of
bondage?—perhaps that is not quite the
phrase to use—but which led them out
of the older States of America, where
persecution had followed the Saints
irom their earliest history, across the

reat plains, guided by the prayer of

aith and the inspiration of the Al-
%liig;hty manifested through President
gham Young and his brethren, who
counseled and guided the people
hitherward and planted their feet in
the valleys of the Rocky Mountains. It
was not our secking. As President
George A. Smith once quaintly remark-
ed: “*Wecame to this country willing-
ly because we were obliged to.”

When persecuted in the State of New
York, the early churches fled to Ohio—
established themselves on the *‘west-
ern reserve’’—the mnorthern part of
Ohio—located a Stake of Zion—built a
temple unto the Lord in Kirtland,from
which Elders were sent out into all
farm of America and into Europe.

*ersecuted in those regions, most of
them emigrated westward and located
in Missouri, where several Stakes o1
Zion were organized, and again foun-
dations were laid for a temple, and the
Twelve, with others of the P’riesthood,
were commanded of the Lord to take
their departure to the nations of Ku-
rope and other parts of the globe to

reach the Gospel. Persecutions arose

n that land and became more general
than any persecutions that had preced-
ed them, until the State became em-
broiled, and an executive order was
issued by the then Governor Lilburn
W. Boggs, who directed his principal
generals and aid-de-camps to gather
together the militia of the State and
expel the Saints from the State. And
in this executive order this remarkable
phrase was used, speaking of the Mor-
mon people it said: ‘*“Lhey must be
exterminated or driven from the
State.”” Strange that in a republic like
ours,a country of law and gn:::rwnta:rlzmzue:ml
such an executive order should appear!
But it Is beyond dispute; it has passed
into history; the annals of the State
attest it; and the result of such an or-
der is well known in the history of this
people. They were not exterminated,
but they were driven from the State.
Time would fail me to tell of the
tears, the sorrow of women
and  children when husbands
and fathers and brothers were
dragged to prison, or compelled to flee
and to make their escape in varions
ways through the wilderness of the
Great West, through the then unsettled
regions of northern Missouri and Iowa,
until they found a stopping place on
either side of the Mississippi, in Han-
cock County, Illinois, and in Lee
County, Iowa; these plac.es becomi
rallying places, temporarily, tor the
Latter-day Saints, where the banner of
truth was again unfurled, and the
Saints began to establish themselves in
those, at that time, almost entirely nn-
settled regions. In the short space of
seven years they had increased to tens
of thosands and established several
Stakes of Zion on both sides of the
Mississippi, with the beautiful city of
Nauvoo as the centre of their opera-
tions and the site of the new temple.
It was here that the ire of the people
both of Illinois and Missouri was
aroused against the Saints—especially
the ire of the surrounding counties,
both in Illinois and lowa—until it be-
came evident that the Saints must
again take u}l» the line of march to some
other unsettled region. Of the history
of the persecutions that followed in
1845-6; the martyrdom of the Prophets
Joseph and Hyrum, as also the slaugh-
ter of many other individuals; the
burning of houses of granaries, of hay-
stacks, of grain stacks, the properdy of
the Saints from outside settlements
near Nauvoo, and of the subsequent
combination of nine counties to make
a descent upomNauvoo, and the expul-
sion of the Saints from the city—all
these things, 1 say, are matters of his-
tory. And-while the people of the State
in their organized capacity sought to
screen themselves from the direct res-
ponsibility of those events under vari-
ous pretences, ycet the covering was
“‘too thin’’ from the fact that the then
Governor Ford, of 1llinois, was really
aiding and abetting all those move-
ments; he did nothing to restrain them
but everything to encourage them, and
in this way the stain of these things—
the death of the Prophets and the ex-
pulsion of the Saints—was fastened
upon the government of the State.
]:ﬁ':owevar mnch some honorable per-
sons in the St.atgh may have %p sed
these things, yet there was no u-
ence and power enough in the State to

intervene  for the protection of tbe
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Saints in the enjoyment of their civil,

ng | tions, agreed to

was westward into these mountains.

All this had been predicted by the
Prophet Joseph. The Saints had been
looking forward to the accompiish-
ment of those events, They were not
altogether unlooked for, however much
the necessity was deplored and how-
ever great were the sufferings of indi-
viduals and families, and the commun-
ityas a whole,in thf;fr travels for a dis-
tance of nearly 1,600 miles across the
then barren trackless desert.

The history of the pioneers and the
many people that followed, and the pri-
vations of the early years in the settle-
ment of the Saints in these Rocky
Mountains, are also matters of history,
I would that they were compiled in a
suecinct and lucid hisgory, that our
children might peruse the same and not
forget the scenes through which their
fathers have passed; for theyare won-
derful. There are many now living
who passed through these events; they
were, personal sharers in them; but
the great mass of the present genera-
tion know nothing of them, .only as
they are occasionally referred to by
thelr fathers.

It is therefore quite true what Pre-
sident George A.Smith said, “‘that we
came to this country willingly because
we were obliged to.” It seemed to have
been the course marked out before us
and circumstances so surrounded and
pressed upon us that we werenot able
to avoid it, although we fain would
have avoided it if we could,

Prior to the full determination upon
moving westward, President DBrigham
Young and the Twelve joined incom-
munications to all the Governors of
the several States east of the Rocky
Mountains, imploring them and their
Legislatures for some word of comfort,
of consolatien, of tacit permission for
the Saints to find shelter and protec-
tion at the hands of their respective
governments, These official communi-
cations, made to every state and state
legislature in the land, received but
very slight consideration. Froma por-
tion of them no answers were received
at all, and those that did deign to an-
swer those communications answered
them evasively, without any hearty
expressions of welcome, or any inti-
mation;that they would use their in-
fluence to maintain the rights, privi-
leges and immunities of citizens. In
short, the cold shouldar was turned
thwards the Saints from every quarter,
and immediately in front was the com-
bined mob of nine counties waging war
against them, backed up secretly by
the powers of the State—or at least
there was no effort on the part of the
State to restrain the actions of the
mob. President Young and other El-
ders and the people were harrassed
continually by vexatious law suits.
They were pressed on every hand. Their
enemies desired to involve them in
trouble. They sought to imprison our
leading men. And though, at a coun-
cil, held in October, 1845, between the
Twelve and the leaders of the opposi-
tion, including representatives of the
State—the principal general of that
district, the circuit judge of that dis-
trict — Stephen A. Douglas, subse-
quently a Senator of the United States
and presidential aspirant. I say not-
withstanding that it was stipulated at
that council, that if we would in good
faith go to and make the necessary pre-
parations for our departure westward,
as soon as the grass grew in the spring
to enable our teams to live, we should
be protected and the mobocratic spirit
restrained until we could take our de-
parture—our agreement and lpludge to
accept these conditions, only seemed
to embolden the more rabid of oar
enemies in the counties ronnd about,
and instead of resgeuting these condi-

¥ the dignitaries of
the State for our protection during
winter, they commenced to oppress
and harrass and war against us to such
an extent that we were compelled to
take up our march in the dead of win-
ter. Early in February multitudes of
the people commenzed to crossthe
Mississippi and form their encamp-
ments in the forests ot lowa prepara-
tory to starting out upon their long
and dreary march across the desert.
In regard to the terrible sufferings that
followed—the terrible snow storms and
rains that continued from February
until May, causing such floods and
mire, distress and suffering and conse-
quent sickness, as perhaps has never
before been known to the lot of man
under similar circumstances — [ will
say at least such as none can properly
depict or comprehend but those who
passed through them. Of the many
that were laid by the wayside before
reaching these valleys of the moun-
tains, those families who were deci-
mated must be left to tell the tale,
The history of those early days of per-
secution and suffering wiil never be
fully known. Butin the midst of it all
4 goodly number of the people of God
were sustained by their faith and the
overruling providence of Jehovalh, and
were brought safely turough; while
the weaker and more duu?»l.ful, the

fearful and unbelieving, scattered into

the surroundine

of the poor and less able

Rivers, where farms were

grain and vegetables planted
poor, until they reached a general place
of rendezvous onthe Missouri River at
Council Bluffs, where the Mormon
Battalion enlisted for the Mexican
War, and in the midst of which the

great interior country, 1 said these
things had been directed by the over-
ruling providence of God. The com-
bined torce of the unbelieving and the
wicked was brought to bear to expel the
Saints, and compel their journey west-
ward to the Rocky Mountains. It was
permitted by Him who overrules all
things for the good of His le, and
the trials of the people and the afllic-
tions of individuals and individual
families were eventually lost,as it were,
and buried in the universal good which
Providence had provided for His peo-
ple as a whole. The school of experi-
ence through which the early leaders
and families of Israel had passed for a
period of sixteen years had fitted them
tor those trying acenes, and for the
work wanich they were destined to per-
form in these mountains, in grappling
with the diffculties of a new country,
of a barren waste, of an untried re-
gion, a region sugpuaud to be utterly
uninhabitable. “U'he great arid belt
borderdering on the Rocky Mountains,
extending for some hundreds of miles
castward of the Rocky Mountains, and
across the great basin of the Aerican
desert, was supposed to absolutely un-
productive — incapable of producing
cereals, vegetables and fruits necessary
to civivilization. T'he school boys of
my age will remember to have looked
on their maps and seen all this country
marked as the Great American Desert.
It was suppossed that a strip bordering
on the lacitic was composed of fine
fertile land, and adapted to European
settlements. But that country on the
Pacific was at that time in the posses-
sion of the Mexicans with a fewCatholie
missions established along the coast,
where they had raised a few beans and
cabbages and red peppers, and where
they had sustained themselves mostly
by raising stock. This was all there
was to show for their presence in that
region. And the few trappers who had
mingled with the Indians of this great
interior country for twenty years were
of the opinion that it was utterly im-
possible to raise grain in any part of
this region. Captain James Bridger,
the noted hunter and trapper, who had
inter-married and established a trad-
ing post among the Shoshones—met
the pioneers on the Big Sandy and gave
it as the opinion of himself, and of the
early trappers who had gone through
this country, that it would be impossi-
ble to raise grain here. He told us of
the valley of the Great Salt Lake, and
pointed out especially the valley,which
he termed the valley of the Utah outlet
—the valley that spread between the
fresh water lake of Urah and the Great
Salt Lake—as the most probable place
in all of this great interior country to
raise grain, at the same time supple-
menting his account of the land with
the opinion that it was impossible to
raise grain, and as a clincher to his
opinion offered $1,000 as a premiam for
the first ear of corn that shouald be
raised in this valley. But the faith
which sustained the Saints, and which
led them, responded through President
Brigham Young to Captain Bridger like
this: “*Wait a little season and we
will show you.”

We have shown to the world what
could be done, or, 1 will say, rather,
the Lord our God—the Go#oi the Lat-
ter-day Saints—has shown to us and to
all the world what could be done in
this hitherto barren region when His
blessing rested upon it,

The first important mmovement of the
pioneer company on setting foot upon
this ground near City Creek was to call
the camp together and bow down un-
der the sun at high noon and dedicate
themselves unto God, and this land for
the habitation of His Saints, imploring
His blessing upon it, that its barren-
ness might be turned into fruitfniness,
and that the rewards of His people
might be sure. And whithersoever
their footsteps were turned, to the
north or the south, to the east or the
west, the prayer and faith of an aftlict-
ed and devoted people ascended up to
heaven for the God of the land to sune-
tify it, and hallow the elements and
make the country fruitful.

The art of irrigation was unknown
on the North Awmerican continent at
that time—at least among European
settlers in the United States. ‘There
was no part of the United States which
at that time relied nupon artilicial irri-
ration for all the arid regions of

merica. The systemm of irrigation
adopted in Utah has mecasurably been
copied by California, Colorado, Ari-
zona, Wyoming, ldaho, and Montana,
although some of the best features of
our system of irrization have becen
neglected in these sarrounding States
and Territories; canal and irrigation
companies have there been allowed to
organize and monopolize the streams
and make the farmers tribatary to
them, tuxpaycrs for use of the iuid
which God sends down from heaven—
that is, they have not united the inteir-
est of the fariner, the land owner, with
the canal owners as we have done in
Ttah, but they have wmade the water
rather personal property than an at-

[ country, left the body | tachment of the realty, compelling the
of the Saints, drifted up and dowa the | farmer to rent or buy water for their
Mississippi into the various towns of  lands.
Illinois, Iowa and Missouri, and back |in this arid region to the rest of the
into the Eastern States, while others |world, and the future history of this
i though ear- | great interior country will award all
nest in the faith and a.'biding in the  due honor to the wise legislation of
truth, were left by the wayside, at the | Utah, and the wise counsels of her
-way stations that were planted be- leaders, and deprecate the folly of the
tween the Mississippi and the Missour] | surrounding States and Territories in
ufpeumi, inot following their example in this

or the respect. But the Lord has blessed the.
labors ot the people of Utah in divert-

Herein Utah sets an example

ing the mountain streams over the arid
plains, and opening farms, orchards,
and vineyards, and building villages,
towns;and cities, organizing govern-

L knocked for admission.

Latter-day Saints fitted its leaders for
i:m'ermng, for organizing and control-
ing society and moulding it for the
best interest of the whole, will be ad-
mitted by the impartial historian of
future ages, when the religious bigotry
of the hour shall have spent its fury
and the stupid, blind ignorance o
demagogues shall have been lost and
drow in the common sense of the

eople, :

issouri, 1llinois, Iowa, and the At-
lantic States, sanctioned in their in-
most hearts the muarder of the Pro-
phets, and the ersecution and
expulsion of the Saints, though some
of them lifted up their voices against
it, but the voices so lifted were *‘like
angels’ visits, few and far between,”’
and powerless to turn the popular cur-
rent or stem the tide that flowed, like
the waters which the serpent cast out
of his mouth after the apocalyptic wo-
man that fled from the face of the ser-
pent into the wilderness, the Lord had
a place prepared for His Church in the
wilderness, in the Great American
Desert, where she would be preserved
from the face of the serpent for a sea-
S01.

I well remember those early years, as
do many who are here before me to-
day, though their numbers are fast be-
coming very visibly less. We remem-
ber the time when the first State gov-
ernment was organized in these moun-
tains. It was simultaneous with the
organization of a Stateé government on
the Pacitic coast under the title of the
State of California. Delegates were
appointed by the provisional govern-
ment of the State of Deseret to visit
Washington and present their applica-
tion for admission into the Union at
the same Congress at which Califor-
nia’s representatives appeared and
_ ; Both acted in
their sovereign capacity in organizing
their State government and adopting
their State constitution. It did not
nced any special act of Congress ex-
tending liberty to them so to do: for
in both instances the people of Cali-
fornia and Utah acted in virtue of their
inalienable rights as free men entitled
to the enjoyment of free government
and under the general institutions of
our country that recognize the right of
the people to local self-government.
IEach State organized a State rovern-
ment, uduptmf a4 State constitution;
they were uquallfr republican in form
and liberal in spirit, and made a sim-
ultaneous ap&)‘ﬁcatinn to Congress for
a dmission. The answer of the general
government to California wasfavorable,
to that of Deseret unfavorable—in other
words they recognized in the one the
rights of local self-government, ad-
mitted their senators and representa-
tives to Congress, and the State into
the Union, on an equal footing with
the original States; while to Deseret
they handed back a Territorial form of
government, adopted the Organic Act,
and appointed their territorial otficers.
Thanks to the advice of our never-de-
viating friend General Thomas L.
Kane, President Fillmore, who suc-
ceeded General Taylor in the Presi-
dency, nominated President Brigham
Young as the first Governor of Utah.
ThankTul were we even for this partial
recognition of the rights of the people
to local self-government, but strange
to say, that in the ﬂrg:.l.nf;;ﬂtiun of our
territorial government, it seemed good
to the Congress of the United States to
make the Governor of Utah an integral
part of its local legislature,empowered
to approveits laws or to exercise an
unqgualified and absolute veto in all
matters of legislation, a feature so un-
republican and unusual that it could
scarcely be endured by any other peo-

le for a period of 35 years except the
atter-day Saints, and in this instance
we are an exception. ‘T'wo-thirds of
the Senate and two-thirds of the
House of Representatives can pass any
measure over the veto of the Presi-
dent of the United States. The same
may be said of all the legislatures in
every State in the Union: a two-
thirds vote of the Legislature suflices
to pass any measure over the veto of
the governor, and this is the rule ob-
tainiog in the territories as well as the
States with the exception of Utah and
New Mexico.

I only refer to this as an instance of
the marked jealously that has prevailed
toward this people—the unwillingness
to concede to them the common right
of local self-government.

Under the administration of Gevernor
Young, his efforys were ever directed
with the Legislative Assembly to en-
large and extend the area of freedom
and the liberty of the voter and the
rights of the common people, never
attempting to exercise the veto power
much less to enlarge and extend, the
executive prerogatives; and under his
administration, laws were enacted to
provide for varions oflices necessary to
admimster the atfairs of the Territorial
government as well as those of coun-
ties and municipalities, makinﬁ them
all elective by the people or by their
chosen representatives in Legislative
Assemnbly united, It sc¢cems o have
been reserved to one or two of our
late Governors—notably our present
one—to labor assiduously, tenaciously,
blindly, and, as we [ihiuk., foolishly,
to abridge the popular suffrage, the
rights of the mass of the people in the
management of their own local affairs,
and tue electionof their own ofificers,
or for the handling of theirown finan-
ces; I say it seems to be left to our
late-Governors to earnestly struggle to
enlarge the executive prerogative. Not
content with the veto power reserved
in the'Organic Act by Congress toannul
any act of the Legislative Assembly of
Utah, nor yet with the second veto
vested absolutely in the Governor by

Yet our eastern neighborsin|p

|t

sought in various ways to extend and
enlarge this executive prerogative.

I refer to these things only as items
of history which we are making for
ourselves, and which our Federal gov-
ernment and its representatives in
Utah are making for themselves, and
which the historian will point to us the
evidence of a continual (fﬂﬂire for ag-
g{cﬂstun upoa the liberties of the peo-

E .

I am well aware that the excuse for
all this is the unity of our people—the
fact that they are not so greatly dis-
tracted by the e¢fforts of aspiring dem-
agogues and political satraps—and
that their own common sense teaches
themn the necessity, under existing cir-
cumstances, to cousider well and
ponder the paths of their feet and
unite in the wisest and best measures
and in the choice of reliable, honorable
men to il tae various offices within
the gift of the people, rather than
divide and admit _into power. aspiring
demagogues. We as a people have
adopted the motto that the office should
seek the man instead of the man seek-
1135 the oflice, and have invariably
administered to the office-seekers this
quiet rebuke, a ticket-of-leave to stay
at home, The good sense of the peo-
ple has led then to seek out honorable
and non-aspiring men aud call them to
duty, to fill the offices in the interests
of the pecple, not for plunder and pelf,
but for the reward of a good consci-
ence and the approbation of an honest
discerning and approving people. And
this unity of the people hasnot been
solely a. matter of oar own seeking,
however desirable it is, but measura-
bly the result of outward pressure. If
leit to ourselves, unpersecuted, unbe-
lied, unscoffed at; if treated with any
degree of fairness and' liberality, and
freedom to enjoy the rights and immu-
nities of citizenship, unmolosted. 1
fear that we would soon begin to learn
the wgirs of the wicked around us, or
of the foolish of other countries, and
the heedless, the thoughtless, and the
ignorant among us would soon be fol-

lowing political demagogues. But
it seems to be one of the providences
of God that there should be suflicient

opposition from without—that is, from
ose that are not of us—to bind us to-
i,ethur and enable us to seeour only
rue interest in sceking to become one,
L And that oneness has not been  the
oneness of blindness, a blind fol-
lowing of the blind, but has been
the result of Seers and Prophets and
wise men and sages and fathers of the
People forseeing the eviland pointing
t out in that way and mannerthat all
have been able to view and see it for
themselves. They have followed with
their eyes open the Seers and Propli2
ets whe are not walking in darkness,
and the result has been that we have

not fallen into the ditch together, but
we have continued to prosper and go
on in the path which heaven has nmrﬁ-
ed out for us, and the enemies of this

people, who have resorted to every

‘measure which their cunning and in-

genuity could devise to hamper them
and lessen their liberties—it is these
that have fallen into the diteh, that
have been trapped in theirown meas-
ures, tlat have been ensnared with
their own szares, aund their folly has
been made manifest, and the predic-
tion of the Prophet Isaiah has hap-
pened unto them: The wisdem of
their wise men has perished, and the
understanding of their prudent men
has been hid. No more in any former
examples than in their last effort—the
Edmunds law so called—which is the
result of the combined efforts and la-
bors of a nation, begotten by the hire-
ling priests, a conclave that met in Og-
den, the representatives of all the sec-
tarians in  Utah. “Then a nation
groaned and “‘the mountain labored,”’
and brought forth a mouse, the Ed-
munds law! Its main object wasto be
effected through a Commission chosen
expressly, not to administer that law
according %o the letter of it, but chos-
en with a secret understanding and
tacit obligations to enforce it with the
spirit of despotism in which it had
been conceived; and by establishing
rules—irresponsible rules-—rulez of
their own—absgolute and appealable to
nobody—and enforcing them in their
own way—they have succeeded in dis-
franchising not only actual polvgam-
ists, but all those who have Lieentn
an{ way associated or connected with
polygamist families—not only plural
wives, but tirst wives, and men and
women who long years ago have been
freed—to use a common phrase—from
polygamy ;all who have from any cause
ceased to be polygamists. All these
have been disfranchised—excluded
from political privilezes—forbidden to
be oflice-holders, even to bea fence
viewer, or a schooldirector,ora pub-
lic surveyor, or a supervisor of streets.
Have the men who made this country,
who organized government therein,
who established order, preserved
peace, and tamed the savage—who
were the mountain police for all this
great interior cﬂuntr{ for 30 years—
have these tamely submitted to these
arbitrary rulings and decisions with-
out protest and because there was no
power to withstand? 1 will only say
they have done it from the same inspir-
ation and {feeling that has governed
them from the beginning in all their
wanderings. They have stooped to con-
quer! Willthey conquer? Yes, God
will conquer and with Him they will
rise antl prevail. Let no one attempt
to seize upon this expression as one of
treason, of disloyalty to government,
of detlance of the power of this great
country. Itis notspokenin that spir-..
it nor with any su intent; but it is
the outspoken declaration of that faith

which underlies the movements of



