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in rising before you brethren and
sistersbisters this afternoon I1 desire to
commit inmyselfelf unto the lo10lordrillroll invok-
ing illshis bsblessinge ing upon the congrega-
tion and that the holy spirit may llelicdic-
tate

lie
that which may be spoken to our

edification and encouragementgement in well
doing

lain the providence of god illsllis people
are located in the valleys of the rocky
mountains midway between the
oceans occupying the position of a
city set upon a hill which cannot be
hid it was the providences of god
around about illshis people which
brought them to this land which led
them out of what shall I1 say out of
bondage perliperilperhapsaps that Is not quite the
phrase to use but which led them out
of the older states of america where
persecution had followed the saints
irom their earliest history across the
great plains guided by the prayer of
faithfalth and the inspiration of the al

weighty manifested through president
linghambrigham young and illsliis brethren who
counseled and guided tiletiie people
hitherward and planted their feet in
the valleys of tilethe rocky mountains it
isasivas not our seeking As president
george A smith once quaintly remark-
ed I1 wemccamecame to this country willing-
ly because we were obliged to

when persecuted in tilethe state of new
york the early churches liednned to ohio
established themselves on the I1 west-
ern reserve the northern part of
ohio located a stake of zion built a
templetempiele unto the lord in Kirtland from
which elders were sent out into all
parts of america and into europe
I1persecuted in those regions most of
them emigrated westward and located
in missouri where several stakes ot01
zionwion wewere reorganizedorganized and again foun-
dations were laid for a temple and the
twelve with others of the priesthood
were commanded of the lord to take
their departure to the nations of eu-
rope and other parts of the globe to
preach the gospel persecutions arose
in that land and became more general
than any persecutions that had preced-
ed them until the state became em-
broiled and an executive order was
issued bytheby the then governor liebum
W boggs who directed his principal
generals and aid de camps to gather
together the militia of the state and
expel tilethe saints from the state and
in this executive order this remarkable
phrase was used speaking of the mor-
mon people it said aheythey must be
exterminated or driven iromfrom the
state 11 strange that in a republic like
oursa country of law and government
such an executive order
but it Is beyond dispute it has passed
into history the annals of the state
attest it and the result of such an or-
der is well known in the history of this
people they were not exterminated
but they were driven ffromrom the state
time would fail me to tell of the
tears the sorrow of women
and children when husbands
and fathers and brothers were
dragged to prison or compelled to flee
and to make their escape in various
ways through the wilderness of the
great west through the then unsettled
regions of northern missouri and iowalowa
until they found a stopping place on
either side of the mississippi in han-
cock county illinois anuand in lee
county lowaiowa these places becoming
rallying places temporarily torlor the
latter day saints where the banner of
truth was again unfurled and the
saints bebeganan to establish themselves in
those at that time almost entirely un-
settled regions in tilethe short space of
seven years they had increased to tens
of thousandsth and established several
stakes of zionwion on both sides of the
mississippi with the beautiful city of
nauvoo as tilethe centre of their opera-
tions and the site of the new temple
it was here that the ire of the people
both of illinois and missouri was
aroused against the saints especially
the ire ot the surrounding counties
both in illinois and iowa until it be-
came evident that the saints must
again take up the line of march to some
other unsettled region oflf the history
of the persecutions that followed iuin
1845 6 the martyrdom of the prophets
joseph and hyrum as also the glaugiauslaugh-
ter

h
of many other individuals akethe

burning of houses of granaries olof hay-
stacks of grain stacks the property of
the saints from outside settlements
near nauvoo and of the subsequent
ccombination0 of nine counties to make
a descent upon Nauvoo and the expul-
sion of the saints from the city all
these things I1 say are matters of his-
tory audand while tile people of the state
in their organized capacity sought to
screen themthewthemselvesselves from the direct res

of those events under vari-
ous pretensespretences yet the covericoveringscovcrinserinsnl was

too thin from the fact that the then
governor ford of illinois was really
aiding and abetting all taasethose move-
ments he did nothing to restrain them
but everything to encourage them and
in this way the stain of these thinthinsthingss
thetile death of the prophets and the iii- iex-
pulsion of the saints was fastened I1

uuponon the government of the state I1yhoweverhowever much some honorable per-
sons in the state may have opposed
these things yet there was not influ-
ence and power enough in the state to
intervene for the protection of ththothee
saints in thetite enjoyment of0 their civil

and religious rights thus they were
compelled to retire and their march
was westward into these mountains

all this had been predicted by the
prophet joseph the saints had been
looking forward to tilethe accomplish-
ment of those events they were not
altogether unlookedunlocked for however much
the necessity wasvas deplored and how-
ever greagreat were the sufferings of indi-
viduals and families and the commun-
ity as a wholein their travels for a dis-
tance of nearly I11500aw miles across the
then barren trackless desert

tilethe history of the pioneers and the
many people that followed and the pri-
vations of the early years in the settle-
ment of the saints in these ilosky
mountains are also matters of history
I1 would that they were compiled in a
succinct and lucid history that our
children might peruse the same and not
forget the scenes through which their
fathers have passed for they are won-
derful there arearc many now livliving
who passed through these events they
were personal sharers in them but
the great mass of the present genera-
tion know nothing of them only as
they are occasionally referred to by
their fathers

it is therefore quite true anatwhat pre-
sident george A smith said 4 that we
came to this country willingly because
we were obliged to I1 it seemed to have
been the course marked out before us
and circumstances so surrounded and
pressed upon us that we were not able
to avoid it although we fain would
have avoided it if we could

prior to the ullfullf determination upon
moving westwestwardivard president brigham
young and the twelve joined in com-
munications to all the governors of
tiletiie several states cast of the blocky
mountains imploring them and their
legislatures for some word of comfort
of consolation of tacit permission for
the saints to tindlind sheltersllsileltereiter and protec-
tiontion at the handsbands of their respective
governments these ollicial communi-
cationscations made to every state and state
legislature inirl the land received but
very slight consideration from a por-
tion of enera no answers were received
at all and those that did deign to an-
swer those communications answered
them evasively without any hearty
expressions of welcome or any intianti

they would use their in-
fluence to maintain the rights privi-
leges and immunities of citizens in
short the cold shouldershouldar was turned
towards the saints from every quarter 0

and immediately in front was the com-
bined mob of nine counties waging war
against them backed up secretly by
the powers ol01of the state or at least
there was no effort on theeartthe pardpart of the
state to restrain the actions of tilethe
mob president young and other el-
ders and the people were harrasserharrassed
continually by vexatious lavlawlay suits
they yverewere pressed on every hand their
enemies desired to involve them I1inn
trouble they sought to imprison our
leading men and though at a coun-
cil held in october 18451843 between the
twelve and the leaders of the opposi-
tion including representatives of the
state the principal general of that
district the circuit judge of that dis-
trict stephen A douglas subse-
quently a hieSiesenator of the united states
and presidential aspirant I1 say not-
withstanding that it was stipulated at
that council that if we would in good
faith go to and make the necessary pre-
parationsparations for our departure westwestward
as soon as the grass grew in the spring
to enable our teams to live we shoulashould
be protected and the spirit
restrained until we could take our de-
parture our agreagreementem n t and pledge11 to
accept these conditions only seemed
to embolden the more rabid of our
enemies in the counties round about
and instead of respecting these condi-
tions agreed to by the dignitaries of
the state for our protection during
winter they commenced to oppress
and harrass and war against us to such
an extent that we were compelled to
take upup our march in the dead of win-
ter early in february multitudes of
the people cd to cross the
mississippi and form their
ments in thetiie forests of lowaiowa prepara-
torytor to starting out upon their longanyand dreary march across the desert
in regard to the terrible sufferings that
followed the terrible snowsnowstormsstorms audand
rains that continued from february
until mayalay causing such floods and
mire distress and suffering and conse-
quent sickness as perhaps has never
before been known to thetiie lot of man
under similar circumstances I1 will
say at least such as none can properlyy
depict or comprehend but chosu who
passed through them of tiletiie many
that were laid by the wayside before
reaching these valleys of tilethe moun-
tains those families who were deci-
matedmatch must be left to tell the taltaitaletaicC
the history of those early days of per-
secutionse and suffering wilwll ilverbiyer be
fully known but in anc midst of i L allali
a goodly number of the people of god
were sustained by their laltalaita and tile
overruling providence of jehovah and
were brobroughtbightfight safely burough whilewhilo
the weaker and dioremore dotdoubtfullullui thetiie
fearful andaud unbelieving scattered into
the surrounding country left thetiie body
of the saints drifted up and down thetiie
mississippi into tilethe various towns of
illinois iowa and missouri and back
into the eastern states whileii lille others
of the poor and less able thoughthourl ear-
nest in the faith and abiding illin tilethe
truth were left by the wayside atit the
way stations that were planted be-
tween the mississippi and tiletiie missouri
riverseivers where farms were opened
grain and vegetables planted for tiletiie
poor until they reached a general place
of rendezvous on the missouri riverkiver at
council bluffs where the mormonlormoni
battalion enlisted for the aiexdiexmexicanican
war and in thetile midst of which the

i ce

emigrating camps were obliged io halthalf
until the following spring when they
started for the western wilds of this
great interior country I1 said these
things had been directed by the over-
ruling providence of god the com-
bined torcelorce of the unbelieving and the
wicked was brought to bear to expel the
saints and compel their journey west-
ward to the hocky mountains it was 1

permitted by illinhim who overrules all
things for the good of hisills people and
the trials of the people and the aillia
eions of individuals and indindividualividual
families were eventually costas it were
and burledburied in the universaluniveasal hoodgood which
providence had provided foforr ills peo-
ple as a whole the school of experi-
ence through which the early leaders
and families of israel had passed for a
period of sixteen years had fitted them
lorlon those trying acebes and for the
work they were destined to per-
form in these mountains illin grappling
with the difficulties of a new councountrytra
of a barren waste of allan untried re-
giongionglonioaa region supposed to be utterly
uniuninhabitableablabiabitabletabletabie the great and belt
borderdering on the rockyRucky mountains
extending for some hundreds of miles
caeastwardstward of thetile rockyhocky mountains and
across the great basin of the Ameriamerlamericancalicall
debertdehert was supposed to absolutely un-
productive incapable of producing
cereals I1 vegetables and fruits necessary
to civia the school boys of I1

my age will remember to have looked
on their maps and seen all this country
marked as thetiie great american desert
it was ossed that a strip bordering
on the pacific was composed of line
fertile land and adapted to european
settlements but that country on the
pacific was at that time in the posses-
sion of the mexicans with a ffewewCatholic
missions established alongI1 the coast
where they had raised a ffewevvevy beans and
cabbages and red peppers and where
they had sustained themselves mostly
by raising stock this was all there
was to show for their presence enthatin that
region and tilethe few trappers who had
minmingled with the indiansindiana of this great
interior country torlor twenty years were
of thetile opinion that it was utterly im-
possible

m
to raise grain in any part of

thistills region captain james bridger
the noted hunter and trapper who hajhadnad
inter married and established a trad-
ing post among the shoshonesSho met
the pioneers on the big sandy and gave
it as the opinion of hiihllhimself and of the
early trappers who had gone through
this country that it would be impossi-
ble to raise grain here liehe told us of
the valley of the great salt lake and
pointed out especially tilethe alieyaileyvalleyalley whichw
lie termed the valley of the utah outlet

the valleyvailey that spread between the
fresh water lake of utah ancianti the great
salt lake as the most probable place
in all of this great interior country to
raise grain at tiietile samesaine time supple-
mentingni his account of the land with
the opinion that it was possibleimpossibleiul to
raise grain and as a cclincher11 1leneriener to his
opinion offered 1000 as a premium for
the first ear of corn that should be
raised in this valley but the faith
which sustained the saints and which
led them responded through president
brigham young to captain bridgerBrid ghergler like
this wait a little season and we
will show you

we have shown to the world what
could be done or I1 will say rather
the lord our god the godif the latter day saints has shown to us and to
all the world what could be done in
this hitherto barren region when illshis
blessing rested upon it

the first important inomovement of the
pioneer company on setting foot upon
tillsthis ground near city creek was to call
the camp together and bow down un-
der the sun at high noon and dedicate
themselves unto god and this land prfor
the habitation of illshis saints imploring
illshis blessing upon it that its barrbarren-
ness

eilfeilt
might be turned into frulaf illness

and that the rewards of illshis people
might be sure and whithersoever
their footsteps were turned to the
north or the south to the cast or the
west the prayer and faith of an afflict-
ed and devoted people ascended up to
heaven for the god of the land to sanc-
tify it and hallow the elements and
make the country fruitfultilill

the art of irrigation was unknown
on the north american continent at
that time at least among Eureuropeangeall
settlers in tilethe united SWAMstates there
was no part of the united states which
at that time relied upon artifartificiallelalleial irri-
gation for all the arid regions of
america the system of irrigation
adopted illin utah has measurably been
copied by california colorado ari-
zonazonayzonal wyoming idaho and montana
although somesom of the best featuresf of
our system of irrigationirrlgationgatlon have been
neglectedneglectedinin these surrounding states
and territories canal and irrigation
companies have there been allowed to
organize and monopolize the streams
and make the farmers tributaryary to
them taxpayers torfor ureuise otol tiiethe ellid
which god sends down ffromroin heaven
that is they have not united the inter-
est of the farmer the landlaud owner with
tiletiie calcaicanal owners as we have done in
utah but they have made the water
ratherritrut lleriler personal property thanthau ailan at-
tachmenttachment of the realty compelling the
farmer to rent or buy water fortor their
landslauds herein utah sets an example
in this arndannd region to the rest of tilethe
world andladtad the ffuture history of this
grengran interior country willwiilviliviiiN lii award all
cueoueireathonor to the wise legislation of
utahUtahandand the wise counsels of her
leaders and deprecate the folly of the
surrounding states and territories in
not following their example in this
respect but the lord has blessed the
labors ot the people of utah in divert-
ingin the mountain streams overoven the arid
pplainsas and opening farms orchardss
aandli vineyardsand building illiiivillages
townsandalid cities organizing govern

filiiiimentantssandand establishing a common-
wealthwealth that tha early historyllistory of the
latter day saints fitted its
governing for organizing and control-
ling society and it for the
best interest of tilethe whole viiiwill be ad-
mitted by the impartial historian of
future ages when tilethe rellrelireligiousglou blbigotryatry
of the hour shall have spent its fury
and the stupid blind ignorance of
demaeodemagoguesuesaes shallshailshallshail have been lost and
drowdrowned11 a in the common sense of the
moplemopiepeople yet our eastern neighbors in
missouriq aso r1 illinois lowaiowa and the atl-
antic states sanctioned in their in-
most hearts tilethe murder of the pro-
phets and the persecution and
expulsion of the saintssamis though some
of them lifted up their voices against
it but the voices so lifted were like
angels visits few and far betbetweenanaand powerless to turn the popular cur-
rent or stem the tide that flowed like
the waters which the serpent cast 0outut
of his mouth after the apocalyptic mwo-
man

ro
that fled from the face ol01 the ser-

pent into the wilderness the lord had
a place prepared for illshis church in the
wilderness in the great american
desert where she would be preserved
ffromroin the face of the serpent for a sea-
son

I1 well remember those early years as
do many who are here before me to-
day though their numbers are fast be-
comingcomin very visibly less we remem-
ber thetho time when the firstfinst state gov-
ernment was ororganizedanizel in these moun-
tains it was simultaneous with the
organization of a statestat government on
the pacific coast under the title of the
state of california delegatesDelegateg were
appointed by the provisional govern-
ment of the state of deseret to visit
washington and present their applica-
tion for admission into the union at
the same congress at which califor
niasulas representatives appeared and
knocked for admission bothnoth acted in
their sovereign capacity ll11inn organizing
their state government andancl aadopting
their state constitution it did not
need any special act of congress ex-
tending liberty to them so to do for
in both instances the people of cali-
fornia and utah acted in virtue of their
inalienable rights as free men entitled
to tilethe enjoyment of free government
and under the general institutions 01of
our country that recognize the right of
the people to local selfseif government
each state organized a state govern-
ment adopted a state constitution
thethetthey werelvere equally republican in form
and liberal in spirit and made a sim-
ultaneous aapplicationlicationcatlon to congress for
ada d mission wiotiothe answer of thethu general
government to california wasfavorable
to0 that of deseret unfavorable in other
words they recognized in the one the
rights of local selfseif government ad-
mitted their senators and representa-
tives to congress indand the state into
the union oilon an equal footing with
the original states while to deseret
they handed back a territorial form of
government adopted the organic act
and appointed their territerritorialterritorytorltoriat otricofficersers
thanks to the advice of our never de
vittinaviatina friend general Thothomasiliasillas L
I1kanecallcalie president fillmore who suc-
ceeded general taylor in the presi-
dency nominated president brigham
younyoung as the first governor of utah
ThanthankfulciuiCiul were we even fortor this partial
recognition of the rights of the people
to local self government but strange
to say that in the organization of our
territorial government it seemed good
to the congress of the united states to
make the governor of utah ailan integral
part of its local
to approve its laws or to exercise an
unqualified and absolute veto in all
matters of legislation a feature so

andhild unusual that it could
scarcely be endured by any other peo-
ple for a period of 35 years except the
latter day saints and in this instance
we arearc an exception two thirds of
the senate and two thirds of the
house of can pass any
measure over the veto of the presi-
dent of the united states the same
maybemay be said of all the legislatures in
every state iuin thetiie union a two
thirds vote of the legislature11 suilsuiiices
to pass any measure over tilethe veto of
the governor and tillsthis is the rule ob-
taining in the territories as well as theahe
states with the exceptexceptionioli of utah and
new mexico

I1 only refreferar to this as an instance of
the marked jealously that has prevailed
toward this people the unwillingness
to concede to them the common right
of local self government

under the administration of governor
yountounyoung hisills efforts were ever directed
with ththee legislative assembly to en-
largelariare e and extend the area of freedomansand the liberty of the voter and thetho
nightsrights of the common people never
aftemattemptingting to exercise the veto power
inmuch less to enlareniarenlargee and extend the
executive prerogatives anand underdunder his
administration laws were enacted to
provide for various ollices necessary to
administer the affairs of the territorial
government asaa well as those of coun-
ties and municipalities making them
all elective by the people or by their
chosen representatives in legislative
assembly unitedunited it selems to have
been reserved to one or two of our
late governors notably our present
onepile to labor assiduously tenaciously
blindly and as wpwe think foolishly
to abridge the popular sunnsuffragerage the
rights of the mass of the people in the
management of their own local affairs
and tiietile election of their own officers
or fforor the handling of their own finan-
ces 11 say it seems to be left to our
late governors to earnestly struggle to
enlarge the executive prerogative not
content with theretoveto power reserved
lain the Organic act baconbyr congressgress to annul
anyaay act of thetho legislative assembly of
utah nor yetyet with the second veto
vested absolutely iuin thetile governor by

r sitsllriifit iidfin i

simply withholding his approval of any
measure the prespresenteliterit governorvernor hassought in various ways to extend andenlarge this executive prerogative

I1 refer to these things only as items
of history which we are making for
ourselves and which ounour federal gov-
ernment andgeld its representatives in
utah are making for themselves andwhich the historian will point to as the
evidence of a continual desire for agag-
gressiongressionslon upon the liberties ofA the pepeo-
ple 0

I1

I1 am well aware that the excuse forall this is the unity of our people the
fact that they are not so greatly dis-
tracted by the efforts of aspiring dem-agogues and political satraps and
that their own common sense teaches
them the necessity under egistiexistingng cir-
cumstancescumstances to consider well andponder the paths of their feetfret and
unite in the wisest and best measures
and in the choice of reliable honorable
men jo0o till the various offices within
the gift of the people rather than
divide and admit into power aspiring1c
demagogues we as a people havehavcadopted the motto that the office should
seek the man instead of the manmail seek-
ing the office and have invariably
administered totd the office seekers thisquiet rebuke a tickettacket of leave to stay
at home the good sense of the peo-
ple has led themthein to seek out lihonorablebnorablerabie
and nonnod aspiringaspirin men aud call them to
duty to filltill the offices in the interests
of thetile people not for plunder and pelf
but for the reward of a good consci-
enceencoyandand the approbation of an honest
discerning and approving people and
this unity of the people has not been
solely a matter of our own seeking
however desirable it is but measura-
bly

a
the result of outward pressure ifleitleft to ourselves

lied at itif treated with any
degree of fairnfairnesscs and liberality and
freedom to enjoy the rights and immu-nities of citizenship unmolested I1fear that we would soon begin to learn
the wayswilys of the wicked around us or
of the foolish ofbf other oguinodlincountriestries and
the heedless the thoughtless and the
1ignorantborant among us would soon be fol-
lowing political demagogues butit seems to be one of the providences
of godpod that there should xebe sufficient
impositionopposition from without that is fromfrointthoseose that are not of us to bind us to-
gether and enable us to see our only
true interest in seeking to become one
and that oneness has not been the
oneness of blindness a blind fol-
lowing of the blind but has been
the result of seers and prophets and
wise men and sages and fathers of the
people the evil and pointingittoutout in that way and manner that allali
have been able to view and see it for
themselves they have followed with
their eyes open the seers and
ets whwho are not walking in darkness
and the result has been that we have
notcot fallen into the ditch together butwe have continued to prosper and go0on inili the path which heaven has nimDIMmark-
ed out for us andancl the enemies of this
people who have resorted to every
measure which their cunningcunningandand in-
genuity could devise to hamper them
and lessen their liberties it is these
that have fallen into the ditchh that
have been trapped in their own meas-
ures watmat have been ensnared with
their own saares and their folly has
been made manifest and the predic-
tion of the prophet isaiah has hap-
pened unto them the wisdom of
their wise men has perished and the
understanding of their prudent men
has been hid no more in any former
examples than in their last enneffeffortort the
edmunds law so called which Is the
result of the combined efforts andlaandiaand la-
bors of a nation begotten by the hire-
ling priests a conclave that met in og-
den itlieitilethe representatives of all the secsee
carians in utah then a nationgroaned and tiietilethe mountain labored
and brought forth a moumouse the EAed-munds law its main object was to be
effected throughghaa commission chosen
expressly not to administer that law
according to the letter of it butbilt chos-
en with a secret understanding and
tacit obligationsactions to enforce it withWith ttheilespirit of despotism inlri which it had
been conceived andayand by establishing
rules irresponsible rulestules rules of
their own absolute and to
nobody and enforcing them in their
own way they have succeeded in disfranchising not only actual hogamests but all those who have berritobeeuee rimonimo
anyany way associated or connected withpolygamistpoly annist familiesfamilles not only plural
wives but first wives and men and
women who long years ago have been
freed to use a common phrasephrae fromfronrouI1
polygamy all who have ffromrom any cause
ceased to be joljoipolygamists all these
have been dis1isfranchised excluded
from political privileges fforbiddenorbidden to
be olliceofficeofficeholdersholdersholders even to be a fence
viewer ororaa school director oroi a pub-
lic susurveyor or a supervisor of streets
havenave the menineil who made this country
who organized government therein
who established order preserved
peace and tamed the savasavagee who
were the mountain police for all thisgreat interior country for 30 years
have these tamely submitted to these
arbitrary rulings and decisions with-
out protest and because there was no
power to withstand I1 will onlyduly say
they have done it from the same inspir-
ation and feeling that has governed
them from the beginning in all their
wanderingswanderinsderius they haveshave stoopedt to con-
quer will they caconquernque looboo yes god
willivill conquer andaudud with him they will
risenise antiantl prprevailevallevail let no oneme attempt
to seize upon this expression as one of
treason of disloyalty to government
of defiance of the power of tillsthis great
country it is not spoken in that r
it nor with any such intent but it Is
the outspoken declaration of that iafaithfalthith
which underlies the movements of

tr


