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cornot fo forbid that which is evil but
agveneven to countenance and promote it is be-
ing so far the author of it and accessory to
it in the highest ddegreeagree and shallshail wedare
to say or even think that this is charge-
able upon him who is of purer eyes than to
behold evil and who cannot look on inini-quity Habbahukbabuk i1 13 god forbid

when god is upbraiding david by the
prophet nathan for his ingratitude to hisalmighty benefactor 2 samuel xii he
does it iuin the following terms verse 8 1I1gave thee thy masters house and thy

Anastersmasters wives unto thy bosom and agaveI1gave
thee the house of israel and judah and ifthat had been too little I1 would moreover
have given theethea such and such things

can we suppose god giving more wives
than one into davids bosom whowha already
had more than one if it was sin in david
to take them can we imagine that god
would thus transgress as it were hishib own
commandment in ane instance and so

f severely reprove and chastise david forcreaking it in another Is it not rather
jB
plainlainiain from the whole transaction that
daviddaviaavlaavia committed mortal sin in taking ano
ther livingt mans wife but not in taking
thetho widows of the deceased saul andtiusand thus
therefore thoughthou h the law of god condemn i

ed the first yet did not condemn the
eseebep secondcond

sixtysixthly when david took the wife of
uriah he was severely reprimanded bbythe prophet nathan but after deackdeath
he takes the same woman though he had
other wives before and no fault is found
with him nor is he charged with the least
liawflaw or insincerity in his repentance on
that account the child which was the
fruit of his intercourseintercoursecourso with bathsheba

f duregd aring herhusband life GodG od struckto death with hislifs 0own hand 2 samuel
nii 15 Solomon born of the same woman
begotten by the same man in the state of

X plurality of wives is acknowledged bygod himself as davids lawful issue sas11kings v 5 and as such set upon his
throne the lawlam which positively excle
aidedded bastards or those bomborn out of lawful
wedlock from the congregation of thjhb
lord even to the tenth generation deuteronomy xau 2 1 is13 wholly inconsistent
with solomon beingklug employed to dullabuildgodagods temple being thefhe monthmouth of the peoped I1

rierigriepie to god in prayer and offering sacrifices
ilin the templetempie at its dedication unless dddat
aids mariiamarilamarriagee withbathshebaheba was a lawfulbarriagemarriager arrarclage solomon the lawful issue ofthatbarriagemarriage consequently a plurality ofwives
isis noind siDeitner against 1
tion ofmarriage or againstthe seventh comco

maumandmentament batso tarfrom solomon beinabelnbeing
under any disqualification from the law

i above mentioned hehd ia appointed by god
f himself to build the temple 1 kings villvili

d19lg hisi prayer is heard and the house Is
y hallowed chapter ixlie 3 and filled with

such glory that the priests could not stand
to minister chapter villviiivifiillilllil lilill Sosolomonlomoh
therefore as well as samuel stands as de-
monstrablemon proof that a achild born under
the circumstances of a plurality of wives
isid no bastard god himself being thejudge
whose judgment is according to truth

A more striking instance of gods
thoughts on the total difference between a
plurality of wives and adultery does not
meetq us anywhere wibwih more force andand
clearaclearnessess in any part of the sacred history

vv than in the account which is givegivenn us ol01

i daviddavia and bathshebaand theirtbair issue
when david took bathsheba she wasvas

another mans wife thether child which hebe be-
j gat by her in that situation was begottenotten inn

f adultery and the thing which david Mhad
done displeased the lord 2 samuel xiv
272 and what was the consequence we
aroarc told 2 samuel xii 1 the lord SOsent
nathan the prophet unto david nathannathu

i opened his commission with a most beau-
tiful parable descriptive of davidsDavidii crinley
this parable the prophet applies to the cncon
diction ofthe delinquent sets it home uppa
his conscience brings him to repentance
and the poor penitent finds mercy his life
isis spared verse 13 yet god will vvin-
dicate niehlthe honor of his moral gogoi ern
and that in the most awful manner the
murdermurdecofofurlahuriah iais to bebb visited upon daid

i and hisbis house the sword shall never do-
part from thine house verse 10io the
adultery with bathsheba was to be retali-
ated in the most aggraved manner be- i

cause thou hashast t ddespisedesp ased meme and hast taken
the wife of uriah the hittite to be thy
wife thus saith the lord awillI1 will ralsraiseeupup
evil against thee out of thine own house
and I1 will take thy wivesvives and give them
unto thy neighbor before thine eyes and
he shall lie with thy wives in the sighteight of
the sun for thou it secretly biltlbezorewill do this thing before all israel andaudanabebe-
lore the sun all this was shortly fulfilled
in the rebellion and incest of absalom
chapter ad 2122 and this was done in

the way of judgment on david for taking
and defiling the wife of uriah and WPwr arcin-
cluded in the curses threatened deuteronmy 30 to the despisersdespisers of gods
laws

biahAs ta the issue of davids
commerce with bathsheba it is written 2

i samuel xiiU 15 the lord struck the child
that wife bare unto david and it
was very sick what a dreadful scotscourgeirgeirga

thisthisthia was unto davitdavid whoho could not butcread hishig crimeerime idin his punishment the foitfol
te lowing verses delare wherein we tind
g david almost frantic with grief however

thethoth childs feicknes was unto deatdeathh for
verseJVveraevers

1

e 18 on the seventh day the cailo
i
I1

now letus take a view of davids
taking a plurality of wives when atteralter

death he added bathsheba to hisbis
other wives verses 24 85 aniland david
comforted
unto her and lay with her and she bare a
son and he called his name solomonSolomonmod that
mmabethethoth Ppeacee ce and reconciliation or recom-
penseen aandanad the lord loved him again we
andnd nathan who had been sent on the forlor-
mer occasion sent also on this but with a
very different message and he thethetho
lord sent by the hand of nathan the pro-
phet and he called his name jedediah
Dilectus domini beloved of thothe lordlordi

because of the lord i e because of the
favor god had towards him verse 24

let any read onward through the
whole history of solomon letlot them consid-
er the instances of gods peculiar favor to-
wards him already mentioned and themany others that are to be found in the
accountaccount we have of him letietle them comparegods dealings with the unhappy issue of
davids adultery and this happy offspring
of bathsheba one of his many wives andif the allowance and approbation of the lat
ter doth not as clearly appear as the con-
demnationdemnation and punishment of the former
surely all distinction and difference must
beat an end and the scripture itself lose
the force of its own evidence

seseventhlyvanthly I1 have mentioned the law
being eexplainedPlamed by the prophets these
were extraordinary messengers whomgod raised up and sent forth under a spe-
cial commission not only to foretell things
to come but to preach to the people to
hold forth the law to point out their de-
fections from it and to call them to re-
pentancepentance under the severest termsof gods
displeasure uunless they obey their com-
mission in these respects we find recorded
in isaiah ivul I1 cry aloud spare not
lift up the voicevaovae likehe a trumpet show my
pepeoplelo10 their transgression and the house
ofjycobjacob their sins this commission
was to be faithfully executed at thothe peril of
the prophets own destruction as appears
from the charge given stoitoto ezekiel
chapter iii IS18 when I1 say to the wicked
thou shallshail surely die and thou divest himflim
not warning nor speakest to warn the
wicked to saverissayesave his litelife the same wicked
man shall die in his iniquity putiut his blood
will I1 require at tUnethine hand

these prophets executed their commis-
sions very unfaithfully towards god and
the people as well as most dangerously for
themselves if a plurality of wives was sin
against goalsgods law for litjitt was the common
practice of the whole nation from the
prince on thetho thronathrone to the lowest of the
people and yet neither isaiah jeremiah
nor any of the prophets bore the least tes-
timony against it they reproved them
sharply audarid plainly for defiling their neigh-
bors wives as jeremiahJoremiah v 8 23 in
which fifth chapter we not only find the
iutcutprophet bearing testimony against adultery
but against whoredom and fornication
verse aj7 for that they assembled them-

selves by troops in the harlots houses
not a word against polygamy how
is it possible in any reason totd think
that this if a sin should never be men-
tioned as such bbyy god by moses or ananyy
of the prophets

Islastly in the old testament plural
marriage was not only allowed jin all cases
butbat in some commanded here borfor eexX

is the law dent xiv 5 10 if
brethren dwell together and one of them
die and have no child the wife of the dead
shallshail not marry without unto a stranger
her husbands brother shall go in unto her
anndarid take her to him to wife and perform
the duty of a husbands brother ununtoto her
and it shall be that the first born that she
bearebeartberrethth shall succeed in the name of the
brother which is dead that his name bobe
not put out of israel etc

this law must certainly be looked upon
as an exception from the general law le-
viticus igo16 and the reason of it ap-
pears iuin the law itself namely to pre-
serve inheritances in the families to which
they belonged

As therethero was nd law against plu-
rality ofdf wives there was nothing to ex-
empt a married man from the obligation
of marrying his brothers widow V 0 4
for letjet us suppose that not only the sur-
viving brother but all the neatnear kinsmenk

0o whom the marriage of the widow Widand
the redemption of the inheritance belonged
were married meniamen r that exempted them
from the obligation of this law as they
could not redeem the inheritance unlessu
theheyhex married thetho widow ruth iv 5 the
widow be tempted to marry a stranstrangergezgex to
utaut herself and the inheritance into his
lands r and the whole reason assigned for
hothe law itself that of raising up seed to the

deceased to preserve thetho inheritance in his
family that hisI1 namemame be not put out of is-
rael fall to the ground for which
weweightyaty reasonreasorsas there was evidently no
lawaw againstagainstaa plurality of wives there
could be nanaj exemption ofa man from the
positive idney of this law because he waswai s
married arweAs we say ubi cabit ratio ibi
odemidem iusjus

1I will to the examination of
notion which I1 fear is too common among

us andoorand orrair which whatwhat is usually said and
thought on thothe subject of a I1pluralityribraplarality of
wives is for the most part built I1 mean

representing christ as appearing in
the world as a newnow lawgiver who wpwaswag to
introduce a moemore pure and perfect system
of morality than that of the law which was
given by moses 1 this horrible blblasphemyphemy
against the holiness and perfection ofbf godgodss
lawjaw as wellweli as against the truth of christ
who declared that he came not to destroy
the law but to fulfillfulfil it this utter contra

diction both of the law and gospel was
juehue foundation on
jus iwilbajalilulo tweaee aabominablebommablo errors

christ most at eav
1
en andanand earthcould sooner pass than one jot
or tittle passpasi fromfrom the law think not said
he that I1 aamin come to dedestroystio the lawlav or
tbtho prophets I1iamlamam not come to destroy
butto fulfillfulfil so far from abrogating the law
orot rule of life which had been delivered
bayby the handochand of moses or setting up a newnow
lawW 1in opposition to it he came into thothe
world to be subject to it in all things and
so to fulfillfulfil the whole righteousness of it
mat iiilii 15 to magnify and make it

honorable isaiah xiii 21 even by his
obedience unto death speaking in the
spirit of prophecy psalms xal 8 he says
10lo I1 come in the volume of the book it is
written of me I1 delight to do thyhy will 0
my god yea thy law is within my heart 2

and in his public ministry howbow uni-
formly doth he speak ibethe same thing

ifwe attend to our savioursSaviours prepreachingathing
and especially to that heavenly discourse
delivered from the mountblount we shall find
him a most zealous advocate for the law
of god as delivered by moses we shall
nindfind him stripping it of the false glosses
by which the jewish rabbis had obscured
or perverted its meaning and restoring it
to that purityunity and spirituality by which it
reachettcheth even to the thoughts and intents
of the heart vorlor instance when he Is
about to enter upon a faithful exposition
of the moral law lest his hearers should
imagine that what he was about to say was
contrary to the law of the old testament
being so different from the teachings oiof
the scribes and phariseesPharisees he prefaces illshis
discourse withith those remarkable words
matthew 172017 20 think not that I1 am

come to destroy the law or the prophets I1
am not come to destroy but to fulfillfulfil forlor
verily I1 say unto you till heaven and earth
pass away one jot or one tittle shall not
pass from the law till all be fulfilled

let us take a near and more critical
view of those passages of theconteeggospels in
which christ is supposed to condemncont thebe
plurality of wives as adultery the first
which I1 shall take notice of as introductory
to the rest is matthew v 31 32 it hath
been said whosoever shall put awaawayy his
wife let him give her a writing of divorce-
ment ruthut I1 say unto you that who seyerseve
shall put away his wife saving for the
cause of fornication mauseth her to commit
adultery and whosoever shall marrybakry her
that is divorced committeth adultery

the next scripture to be further con-
sidered igIs matthew mix 9 1I say unto you
whosoever shall put away his wife except
it be for fornication and shallbhail marry
another committeth adultery and whose
marrieth her which is put away commit
teth aduladulterytorytery 1

christ was surrounded at this time by
a great multitude of people who inhi prin-
ciple aass living underfinder the law of theoldthe oldoid
testament were polygamists and doubt-
less numbers lofof them were so in practice
manyaf there have been among this
great mulmuimultitudetRude of jews who had either
marnimarrImarriedbd two wiveswives together or having
one tookanother to her and cohabited with
both hadhaa our lord intended to have
condemned such practices he would
scarcely have made use of words which did
not describe their situation but of words
that did it 1is very plain that he that pututiteth awayatay hlhisimwiewifeif bbyagyggivingiving her a allmilbill 0of
divorcement could have nothing to do
with the man who took two wives together
or one toato anotherbother and cohabited alikedilke with
both but we are apt to construe scrip-
tureuro by supposingng persons to whom par-
ticular thingaingssareare said were in the circum-
stances then in which wevo are now but it
was far otherwise they had no municipal
laws againagainstt plurality of wives as we have

far frohfrom tr ththeirplypir whole law as has been
abundantly proved allowed it which said
law and every partjart thereof was at the
time ChristAchrist whatoat is recorded icmatin mat-
thew sixmix 9 inasilagin as full forfonfonceforcemeoneo and efficacy as
at the moment after moses had delivered it I1

to the people he therefore could nonb
more state a plurality as adultery
by the law of israel than I1 can state it asag
high treason by the laws of england

can it be imagined that christ soreso re
markablo for his precision so thoroughly
accurate in all liehe said on every other
Ppoint01nt should useue so little in this as not to
makenake himself understood byais hearers
nay that he should observe so little pre-
cision as not to describe an offenseoffence which
we are to suppose him to condemn the
most flagrant instances the most obvious
and palpable degnitions of a plurality of
wives cannot be understood from what
he says he that away his wife
by bill of divorcement and marrieth
another does not describe a aniansmans taking
two wives together and cohabiting with
both nor ama mansansaus hayingbaying a wife and taking
another to her and cohabiting with both
such was the old testament plurality of
wives not the putting away one in order
to take another

now 1 if a plurality of wives were un-
lawful aandnd ol01 course null and void before
god then was not christ legally descended
ofodthetlethe house and lineage of david but
from a spurious issue not only in the in-
stances above mentioned but also in others
which might bebb mentioned so that when
christ is supposed to condemn a plurality
of wives as adultery contrary to the insti-
tution of marriage and to the seventh
commandment hohe must at the ramecamesamerame time
be supposed to defeat his own title to the
character of the messiah concerning whom
god had sworn to david that of the fruit

of his loins according to the flesh heire
would raiseralie up christ to sit on his throne
see acts ii1 30 with psalms 11ilth n

must of course lletie established or the whole
of0 christianity must fall to thetile ground and
christ not be hohe that was to come but iveyvewe
must look for another matthew xi 3

initi none pauls epistles nor in thetho
seven awful epistles which sfst john was
commanded to write to the seven churches
inlu asia is a plurality of wives foundfolind
among the crimes for which they were re-
proved every other species of commerce
between the is distinctly and often
mentioned thisthia nothot once except on the
womanscomans side as romans vii 3 but
had it been sinful and against the laulaty on
the mmansans side it is inconceivable that it
should not have been mentioned on both
sides equally

grotius observes among thettha pagans
few nations were content with one wife
and we do not find the apostle making
this any bar to churchchurell membership itcan hardly be ssupposed that ifir ha plurality
of wives were sinful that is to say an
offense against the law of god the great
aposapostleeiotioelo should be so liberal and so particu-
lar in his epistle to the corinthians in the
condemnation of every other species of0 il-
licit commereecommerce0 between the sexes and yet
omit this in the black catalogue chapter
vi 9 ac or that he should not be as zeal-
ous for the honor of the law of marriage or
of the seventh commandment aich was
evidently to maintain it as ezra was fonfor
that positive law of deuteronomy viivilvidvip 3
against the marrying with heathensathenshe ezrara
made the jewslews put away the wives which
they had illegally taken and even the veryvony
children which they had by them how is
it that paul if a plurality of wives was
sinful did not make the gentile and the
jewish converts put away every winewife but
the first and annul every other contract

I1 no man could have a fairer opportunity
to bear bishis testimony against a national
sin thanthen thothe baptist had for it Is said
C fil 5 then went out to him
jerusalem andaliandalland allali judea and aaltheailall the rereg
ionlon roundjound about jordan and among the
number who were baptized of him in jor-
dan confessing their sins verse 0

6 there
were many harlots 1 Chichapterpter axi 32
so that it is evident he did not spare to
inveigh most sharply against the sin of
fleshly uncleAn Uness had a plurality of
wives been of this kind he doubtless
wouldwohld have nedtedi

against it which if
he lladbad some tracetrace would most probably
hayd been left ofit as thorethere is ofhis preach-
ing against the sisin of whoredom by the
harnotsharlim beilig saidsald to on him
which they certainly would not have done
any more than thetiie scribes and phariseesPharis ees
bratdratBlatmatthow axi 32 if the preacher had not
awakened them to a deep ani real sense
of their guilt by setting forth the ghainous
ness of their sin hoifa exerted his elo-
quence also against public aggrieve
ances such as the extortion otof thetho
public officers of the revenue uthothothe
publicanspublicans tax gatherers likewise
against the opoppressivepresslie methods used
by the soldiery who made it a custom either
to take peoples goods byjy violence ortoor to de-
fraud them of their propertyproproperty by extorting
it under the terror of fanaisefalseso accusation
these were public g which
the baptist bore such open testimony that
the soldierssoldiersandand publicanspublicans came to him
sayinsaying whathat shall we do this being
the casedcase isja it conceivable that a manaman of the
bapbaptistsests character who was so zealous for
the honor of the law as reproveprovore even a
ddnacing to his facoface forvor adulry should ruffersuffer
iff a pluralityluraiurality of wives be adultery a whole
nation as it were of public adulterers to
stand before himang not bearbeai the least tes-
timony against them I1 do not say this is
a conclusive but i1 surely a4 strong pre-
sumptivesump tive argument chat in theuld Baptists
viewtiow of the matter a plurality of wives
whoredom andaad adultery Wwereeboebe by no means
the samasame thing 1

while this systemem 0off a ppluralityluraiurality of0
wives was reverencedreverenced and buobservedserVed we
read of no adultery whoredom and com-
mon prostitution of women among the
daughters of israel no brothels street
walking venereal diseases no child murdermurden
and those other of female ruinirula
which are too horrid to particularize nornernar
were these things possible which since
the xevocationrevocation of thedivine system and the
establishmentes of human systems are
become inevitable theche9 he supposing our
blessed savior came to destroy the divine
law or alter it with respect to marriage is
to suppose him laying a foundation for the
misery and destruction ofthe weaker sexaex 1 I1

rev conybeare and howson
clergy merdmedd of the church of england joint
authors of the life and epistles of0 st
paul published near the middle of the
present their commentary upon
the0 passage in the epistle to timothy
rrelative to the one wife of a bishop say

in the corrupt facility ofdivorce allowed
both by the grgekgreek andana roman law etwasit was
very common for man and wife to separate
and marry other parties during the life of
one another thus a man might have three
or four living wives or rather women who
had airalfsuccessively been his wives
A similar code is now unhappily to be
found in mauritius therothere it is not
uncommon to meet in society three pror four
women who have allaliallabenbean the wives of the
same man wewe believe it is this
kind of successive polygamy rather than
simultaneous polygamy vilwilwhichich is here
spoken of as disqualifying for the

so beza pl


