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erowned nt the right hand of the Peter and James had both been

—

ex-

Mon’of Man with erowns of glory, | ecuted ns martyrs. Therefore they
and as many of the spirits as werce | murt have appeared in spirit form

in priron came forth and sfood on

the right hand of God, and the re-

mainder were reserved in chalna
until the Judgment of the great day,*’
{I'carl of Great Price, page 20.}
These Beriptures establish the fact
that the resurrection which took
place at and immedintely after the
resurrection of Christ waa the firsl
resurrection, amd that this was the
period upon which the expectation,

faith and hope of all saints was cen- | Joseph and

tred. Further, that those who know
no law, or, in other words, had died

without n knowledge of the plan of

salvation, had part in the fimst res-

urrection through the redemption of

Christ.

The question next arises, “Did the
resurrection cense when this was
accomplished; or was it continued
for eome time after the Bavior’s as-
censkon into henven?
long was it continued?’. In the
Book of Doctrine of Clovenants (Sec.
27} it is recorded that the Bavior told
Jeseph : I will drink of the frult of
the vine with you upon the enrth.>
The others He namwes who should be
bresent at that time, (with someo of
whom Joseph was nequainted, for
they had committed to him the
power and authority of the Priest-
hood which they hetd) were Moroni,
Elas, John the Baptist, Elilah, Jo-
seph, Jacob and Abrahan. Except
Moronl, these all lived previous to
the death of Jesus, consequently, we

unless they had received their resur-
rection; and we have shown in n
former lecture upon Priesthood that
it is contrary to the order of heaven
for spirit to minister to flesh to con-
fer the authority of the Holy Priest-
hood, which was done by Peter nnd
James in conneetion with John at
the particular time mentioned.
Hence we conclude that Peter and
James did appear and minlster to
others in thelr resur-
rected bodles,

The Prophet Moroni closed his
record 421 years after the coming of
Christ. Tn apenking of himself he
snys: “And now I bid unto ali fare-
well. Iroon go to restinthe paradise
of God, until my spirit and my body
shnllagnin reanite,and I am brought
forth triumphant through the air to
mect yéu before the plensing bar of

If po, how |the Great Jehovah, the Eternal

Judge of both quick anl dead;
amen.?’ His words certainly indi-
ente that he woull die; and yet
when this individual nppenred to
Joseph, ho did so in the form of n
man. Joseph’s description of him s
very full and complete. He says:
*A personage appeared at my bed-
side, standing in the air; for his feet
did not towch the floor. He had on
a Joose robe of the most exquinsite
whiteness. It was a whiteness he-
yond anything earthly I had ever
seen; nor do I believe that any
carthly thing could be ma le to ap-

can readily beHeve that these faith-| penr so exceedingly white and bril-

ful mgn were among the first to
come forth in the resurrection of
which we have been speaking, and
that in ministering to Joseph and
olhers they did so in their resur-
rected bodies. To these may be

Iiant. His hands were nnlked and
his arms also, n little above the
wrists; as alco were hig feel naked a
little above the ankles. HMis head
and neck were also hare. I could
discover that he had no other eloth-

added Moscs, who nppenred to Jo-|ing on but this robe, ns it was open,
peph and Ollver in the Kirtland {so that I could see into his bosom.
Teraple on the 3rd day of Aprif, | Not only was his robe cxceedingly
1836, anl committed the keys of | white, but hie whole person was

the gathering of 1smel from the four
parts of the earth, and the leading
of the Ten Tribes from the North.
In addltion to these it is said: “And
also with Peter, James and Jolin
whom I have sent unto you, by
whom 1 have ordainel you and con-
firmed you to be Apostles nnd espe-
cinl witness of My name, and bear
the keys of your ministry, and of
the enme things which I revealed
unto them.?

We all undersiand that John was
translated; so that he would neces-
farily apgpear in his translated body,
a8 the f{inal ehange will not take
plece with him untl) after the sec-
ontl esining of the Mavier. But

glorious beyond description; and his
countenance was truly like light-
ning. The room wns exceedingly
light, but not 8o very bright as im-
medintely around his person. When
I first looked upon him I was afraid,
but the fear soon left me. He called
me by name and said unto me that
he was & messenger sent from God
unto me, and that his name was
Moront.”’

On the ninth day of October, 1843,
Joscph Bmith makes the following
explanation: “Spirits can only be
revealed in flaming fire or glory.
Angels haveadvanced further, thelr
Hght and glory heing tabernacled;
henee they appear in hodily shape.?’

TI—I_E‘ DE_SERET WELEKLY.

mls agrees with the revelation 1

givenon Februnry fth, 1848, where:
in three grand keys are given by
which good or bad nngels or spirits’ .
may be known: “There are two.
kinds of beings in huaven, viz., °
angels, who are resurrected beings,
having bodies of flesh and bones, !
Secon 1, the spirits of just men made;
perfeet—they who are not resurrce-.
w1, but inherit the same glory. :
When & messenger commes saying hes
1as n message fro'n God, offer him 4
your hand and reguest him to shake- -
hands with you. If he be an angel
he will do ro, and you will feel hid
hand. If hebe the spirit of a Just
man made perfect, ho will come in
his glory; for that is theoniy way he 3
can appear. Asl hlm toghake hands-
with you, but he will not move, °
because it is contrary to the order of |
heaven to deeeive; but he will still
deliver his message,?’ 1
1t certainly nppears from this that
Moroni was a resurrected being, for,
he appeared to Joseph in bodily
shape, and he it wns who delivered
to him the plates and afterwards |
received them from his hands, as
Joseph hlmself testified, on the 2nd
day of May, 1838. And without
question he still holds them In his
posscssion. The testimony of the
three witnesses, nnd more especially
that of David Whitmer, many times:
repeated, was that the angel Moroni
not only brought and laid the plates ;
before them, but also turmed over
the Jeaves of the record one by one,
in the prescnce of himself, Qliver-
Cowdery and Martin Harris. But, |
to place the matter beyond all dis-
pute, we will quote Joseph’s answer®
to the guestion, ‘*How and where
dld you obtain the Book of Mor-
mon?’? as given by him Mnay B8th,
1888: “Moioni, who deposited the -
plates {from whence the , Book ‘of
Mormon was translated) in 2 hill in
Manchester, Ontario County, New
York, being decd and raised again
thercfrom, appeared unto me and
told me where they were, and gave
me directions how to obtain them.?
Beeing, then, that Moroni was
resurrected nt the time he appenred
to Joseph, his resurrection could not
have taken place until some time
after he deposited the plates in the
hill Cumorah, which, o we have
shown, was not until four hundred ’
and twenty-one years alter Christ;
for his last recorded words were: I
scon go to rest in the Pamiise of
God.”’ And ns Moroni’s resurrection
occurred nt g0 remote a period, why
may we not suppese that other
Bithful Bulnts who died upon the
Ameriean esntlnent after the ascen-
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