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the truth has through the various
stages of catholicism and protes-
tantismtant ism evolved into skepticism
or agnosticism

the modern sciences it has been
said have nodo room for anything
miraculous but in spite of this
people who do not claim to be
philosophers very often meet with
facts which all the sciences fallfail to
satisfactorily explain many inci-
dents of the history of
belong to this class

the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints has in this point
been led to the acceptance of the
truth they alone seem to fully
understand the question in its vari-
ous theoretical and practical bear-
ings

when joseph the prophet was
called upon to go as a messenger to
the arldworld with the everlasting gos-
pel he was not sent like a power-
less talker of sweet popular doc-
trines but like a man who had di-
vine authority the lord says

it shall come to pass that there
shall be a great work in the land
for I1 am god and mine arm is noinot
shortened andana I1 will show miracles
signs and wonders unto all those wha
believe in my name and who so shall
ask it in my name in faith they shall
mat out devils they shall heal the
sick they shall cause the blind to re-
ceive their sighteight and the deaf to hearbear
and the dumb to speak and the lame
to walk doedoc and cov 797 9

not only miraculous power but
also miraculous knowledge was im-
parted to the prophets of this last
dispensation As the ancient seers
through the power of god could
foretell the destiny of the ancient
israelIsraelandand of surrounding nations
so this mighty man of god was
enabled to unseal both the mysteries
of the past and of the future and
to outline the destinies of the
church of the american nation
and of the world

and now supported by many
promises given by god that he
should manifest his power as of
old and strengthened by actual ex
peri ence the latter day saints in
opposition to the whole christian
and infidel world combined claim
that god is working miracles that
miraculous phenomena are as real
as so called natural phenomena
they claim that where the holy
spirit is his gifts must also be the
same cause must necessarily have
the same effect if the presencepresen of
the holy ghost in former dispensa
eions were manifested by signs and
wonders his presence in this dis-
pensationpensa tion must be followed by the
same gifts

for holding this truth which
ought to be self evident the saints

have been much ridiculed by those
christian gentlemen who claim

that they can be filled with the
holy ghost without being able to
prove it by one single fact but
notwithstanding all ridicule the
saints know that the power of the
holy ghost is with the holy priest-
hood they can no more deny
that than they can deny that they
live and breathe it tois with them a
matter of experience

LETTLETTER FROM MILBURN

the reader may ask what and
where tois milburn it is a small I1

village a precinct of sanpete coun
ty and a vard of the sanpete stake
of zion organized ou01 the of
april 1890 with jamesjamefi W stewart
as bishop and william E mower as
hisbis first and P C jensen as his
second counselorCou the ward con-
tains twenty three families and the
village of milburn has a most beau-
tifulatif ul and romantic location on rising
ground near the mouth of dry
creek canyon about a mile east of
the sanpete river five miles north-
east of fairview and sevenseen miles
northeast of indianola in thistle
valley the sevier branch of the
rio grande western railway is be-
ing built through the farming land
below the village the track being
laid already to the summit dividing
the waters falling into the spanish
fork from those falling into the
Sannitchpitch

the rich farming land belonging
to the village extends several miles
up or down the San pitch on both
sides of the stream and isie irrigated
from it and a number of small trib

rising in the mountains east
such as lone pine creek crooked
creek and dry creek the village
is located on the latter stream the
place was originally known as the

herd house and is sadly 1 e
by many as the scene of

a lamentableamen table tragedy durduringi ng the late
blackhawk war in which a sheep
herder was cruelly murdered by the
Indindiansjans may 25 1865 he was the
first mmman killed in the north end of
sanpete county during that war
subsequently scores of others shared
a simisimilarlarfatefate

after the lapse ofef a few more
weeks the popular road of travel
from the more northern settlements
of utah to sanpete valley will un-
doubtedly be over the rio grande
western railway to thistle station
in spanish fork canyon thence
after changing cars over the
sevier branch of the same
road up thistle creek sixteen
miles to indianolaInd lanola station in
thistle valley thence up over the
summit already mentioned to san
pete valley in which the first set-
tlement reached is milburn the
next fairview 12 miles from in-
dianoladi the third mt pleasant etc
the track was laid to indianola
about three weeks ago and the first
passenger train run on the road be-
tween that point and thistle sta-
tion on the 2ndand dinst the occasion
wingbeing the transportation of con

ference visitors after that daily
trains were run until the and
will run again when the road shall
have been completed to fairview
probably by the let of november
next

thistle valley is situated high up
in the wasatch mountains having
an elevation of feet above sea
levelandlevel and was a quarter of a century
ago the scene of some of the most
barbarousbarobarnarous murders ever committed
by the ute Inindianslians at a place
known as the point which is passed
on the left as the traveler enters
the valley from the north
is the old given homestead
john given settled there with hisbig
family early in the spring of 1865 Y

built a little cabin and made pre-
parationsparations for farmingfarnaing soon after-
wards the blackhawkBlackb awk war broke out
and a number of men were killed
by the savages in sanpete and
sevier valleys south mr given
was warned of the danger of his
situation by friends in fairview
who sent a special delegation to him
for the sebut he left unheeded
the timely advice to move intoin to the
settlement replying that he con-
sidered himself and two other men
who stayed with the family quite
able to defend themselves in case of 7

an attack the consequence was
that on may 26 1865 a large band
of indians on the warpathkarpath swooped
down upon the cabin in the nightdight
and murdered and scalpedscalded john
given his wife and their four chil-
dren after which the bloodthirsty
savages mutilated the bodies of their
victims in a most frightful man-
ner while thisanis inhuman work wswis
going on in the cabin a yeung man
who slept in a wagon box standing
neardear by cautiously crawled out of
his bed and managed to slide un-
noticed by the indians into an ad-
jacent willow patch following the
bed of the creek southward he
finally succeeded in getting away
from the scene of murder and ran
on foot to fairview where hebe gave
the alarm A posse of men im-
mediately volunteered to go out
after the remains of the mur ered
family which were brought in and
interred in fairview and this
was onlyy the beginning of thtb
tragedies i enacted in the thistle
valley june 24 1866 when capt
dewey with a company of saltbait
lake militia was encamped near
the base of the mountains east of
where indianola now stands the
indians killed a young man by the
namedame of charles brown and woun
ed thomas snarr after which they
tried to capture the camp of the
militia by surrounding it and
shooting into it from the sur-
rounding heights for several
hours the situation of the
boys was exceedingly perilous and
had it not been for the timely ar-
rival of a company of sanpete mi
ikla from fairview the whole camp
would perhaps have been butchered
but while the savages were firing
on the camp a messenger escaped on
horseback and brought word to the
settlements the fairview boysboya
helped captain deweysdeleys men to re-
move their camp to a more central
point in the valley where they
were not afterwards molested these


