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the eyes of the Prophets Bethlehem'hnve been permitted to enter.

wan sapecinlly pacred as the home of the
famlly of David and the other cele-
brated members of the famlly, Jacob,
Agrahel and Abigall also once resided
here (2 Bam. 2: 18). It was not, how-
ever, until the Christian period, when it
began to attract pllgrims. that Beth-
lehem became n place of any size.
Down to the fourth century it was still
unimportant. Juatiman, however,
caysed the wallg to be rebulit, and so
‘many nonasteriea and churches were
soon erected, that it is spoken of as
a flourishing place about the year 600,
ita church belng at that time eapecially
famous. On the apporach of the Cru-
raders, the Arabs destroyed Bethlehem,
but the Franks soon rebulit the lttle
town and founded a castle near the
monastery. In 1244 the place was de-
vastated by the Kharesmlans; in 1488,
the forticatlons and the monastery
were destroyed. For a time the place
lost much of Ita importance, but with-
in the last three centuries It has grad-
ually reecovered. Quarrels between the
Christians and Muslems frequently
cansed Dbloodshed, and the inhabitants

were even ocecasionally motested by the -

«Beduins. The Muslems who occupied a
separate quarter at Bethlchem were ex-
pelled by the Christians In 1831, and
after~an insurrection {n 1834 their quar-
ter was destroyed by order of Ibrahim
Pasha. Bince that period the town has
been anlmost exclusively occupied by
Christians.

Bethltehem of the present day has
abput 8,000 inhabltants, about 260 of
whom are Muslems and -60 Protestants.
The rest are Greekes, Romans and Ar-
menians. The town I8 situated on a
hill at the junction of two vnlleys, and
2.550 feet about the level of the gen.
‘THe Latina, the Greeks and the Armen-
tana each have a monaatery in Betnh-
lehem and aeveral churches: also a
number of schools. The inhabltants
live chiefly by agriculture and breed-
Ing cattle, besides which they have for
several centuriesa been occupied In the
manufacture of resarles, crosses and
other fancy articles in wood mother-of-
.pearl, cornl and stinkstow (lime mlxed
with bitumen) from the Dead BSen.
Bethleheny Is also the market town of
the peasants and Bedulns In the
neighborhood, many of the latter com-
ing from the reglon of the Dead Sea.

1 Khalil. the ancient Hebron, which
tles about 18 mliles pouthwest of Beth-
lehem, was originally on my traveling
program! but as no other travelers
happened to be golng there. and also
heing Informed that the hostile. fanat-
1ieal Morlems. who inhabit the place,
.absolutely refuse to show Christlans
any of the points of interest In and
about the town, I ehanged my mind,
and returned to Jerusalem from RBeth-
lehem. A few item= concerning He-
-bron may, however, be in place here.

Hebron la situated among the moun-
talne of Juden, in a deep valley, 23
mites southwert of Jerusalem, and 25
northeast of Barsheba, in a country
abounding in pasturage and vinevards,
yielding the finest rrapes Iin Palestine.
One of the oldest inhabited ecities in
the world, it I8, after Jerusalem, the
second largest in southern Palestine,
eontaining about 10.000 inhabitants,
montly Moslems. The mearchants of
Hebron carry on a brisk trade with the

- Beduina, and often travel nbout the
country with their wares. The chlef
branches of Industry are the manufac-
ture of water akins from goats’ hides
and glasgware.

It was at Hebron that Abraham pur-
chased of the sons of Heth the cave of
Maechpelah as a burlal plage for his
dead (Gen. 23;17). Here lived the
Patrlarcha; here they communed with

God and received the promises; and
here they were burted, with thelr
wives: and their sepulchre s "“here to

thie day," enclosed in a Turkish
monaque, which only a few Christians

Hebron the spies sent out by Moses,
Igathered the grapes of Eshcol with
pomegranates and flgs, as a apecimen
of the exceeding good land which the
| Israelites were comtnanded to go up
‘and possens. 8oon afterwards the city
wag utterly destroyed by Joshua and
given to Caieb In reward for hls cour-
.age and trust in God (Josh. 10: 37). 1t
was one of the cities of refuge, and a
Levitleal city of the sens of Aaron
{(Josh. 2111; 20: 7). David was here
anointed king over Israel, and made it
for Beven years and 8ix months the
seat of hia kingdom (2 Sam. 3: 27). Ab-
Aolom. made it his headguarters In his
rebellion against hia father (2 Sam. 25}.
Rehoboam made it one of his fenced
citien,
tivity, and from that perlod it Jisap-
pears  for many centurlea from the
pages of history.

After my return to Jerusalen from
Bethlehem, I happened to meet four
H. Clark, an American touriat agent
for Byria and Palestine, and also U. B.
vice consul. He Is a brother of Frank
C. Clark, the well known American
touriat agent, whose head oftice Is at
111 Broadwnay, New York. Mr, H.
Clark anpd his anssistants showed me
considerable kindness, and my visit to
the Dead Sea was made under thelr
arrangementa. Though only two years
.in the business, the firm have acquired
a fine reputatlon throughout the land,
and those who have traveled under
thelr manjpulation seem to have noth-
Ing but words of pralee for DMr.
Clark and his agents and other mer-
vants. My meeting with these Ameri-
cans at the office of Mr. Clark beéame
the means of making the remainder of
my sojourn in Jerusalem more pleasant
than It otherwise would have been.

ANDREW JENSON.

SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANY.

Blnce 1847, Mr, F. Merrlfleld, of
Brighton, England. has been engaged
in an elaborate series of experiments
In rearing butterflies and moths under
viarious conditlons of temperature.
Three kinds of changes were especlally
noted in the new generations of inaects
—({1) general change, often striking. in
the coloring, without material alteray
tion In the form of markings, but often
much increase or diminution in their
intensity; (2) change caused by subati-
tutlon of scalese of different color,
either mingly and ecattered or #o
grouped as to caume a material change
in pattern: and (3} change In general
appearance due to Imperfection in the
development of scales or of their pig-
ments. The first kind of change ap-
pears to he a direct effect of tempera-
ture, not affecting vigorous develop-
ment. The second kind includes a
cas¢ of what seems & reversion to nan
earlier form;: and in the third the wingns
are often much reduced In size, and
the scales seanty and often misshapeu.

A window shnde operated automat-
ieally i# a Berlin novelty, A U-tube,
partly niled with mercury, 1s connected
with a bulb containing black wool and
one contalning air; and when the sun
shines, the absorption of the rays by
the black wool causes the mercury to
rige in the opposite pide of the tube,
closing the clreuit of a motor that lets
down the blind. When the sun !a not
out, the mercury is level in the two
tubes. closing a cireuit that winde up
the blind.

Queen Jane's pear tree,
hown down. was betleved to he at least
800 years old. and the oldext in Central
France. To discover whether a similar
tree im elsewhere known, sections have
been sent to all botanical socletles jn
Europe. '
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Thed:irst Bo}t;mi%VGarden
according to r. . Fawcett
tabiished about 150 vyears Q;;u?, b
iprivate Indlvidual. This was Boon !; o
{quired by the government, and divjde&
into & European and a tropical gnrd;‘
but these did little in determining; ¢ho
value to the colony of new and | b3
ported plants untll about thirty y[.:,:
ago. There are now slix Eardens—
lerge and small— with greatly varied
ronditions of climate. The Natlye ﬂof*a.
I8 eutimated to embrace 450 ferng and
2180 apecies of fiowering planta, P

in Jumaiea,

An improved match has
duced In Westphalia. It Is ffﬁﬁ'éd"'?.;
have a basis of plumbate of lime and
to be free from phosphrous, Whono use
l# 8o dangeroue to the health of em-
,Ployes in mateh factories.

The material now being

tured near Berlin under the
name of '"fron felt," conalats
ntrong wool flber, which 1
| with glue rendered insoluble by bjeh-
romate of potash or formaldehyde, The
surface, In Rome cases, I8 coated +with
vuleanite rubber and then Vuleanized
The substance I8 highly compressed fn-
to plates about two feet mguare and
two-fifths of and inch to twe Inches
thick, these ptates, belng elastie capa-
ble of withstanding & pressure of nine
tons to the aquare Inch, and having a
surface of great hardness. It ta also
claimed that that material does not rot.
The pintes are intended for use under
the rolla of rallway tracks for deaden-
ng the noise. and for the same pur-
pose under statinnary engines and oth-
er machines. They may serve also for
electrieal inanlation.

manufac-
singuliar
of long.
8 impregnated

The Newtoninan law of gravitation
that everybody in the universe attrasts.
‘every other body with a force varying



