
F1 L f

truth and liberty

GREAT SALTSAIM LAKE CITY WEWEDNESDAY OCTOBER 10 18551855 NO 31

1 11l copyright secured
m j

HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

JUNE 1842

wednesday 15 visited at different places in
the city and my farm oilon thetiie prairie accompanied
by my clerk and orrin porter rockbrockw ell andaud sup
ped at hiram kimballsKimballs

issued an editorial on the gift of the holy
ghost as follows

various and conflicting are the opinions of
men inla regard to the giargift of the holy ghost
some people have been in the habitbabit of calling
every supernatural manifestation the effects
ofor the spirit of god whilst there are others
that think there is no manifestation connected
with it at all and that it is nothing but a mere
impulse of tiletiie mind or antin inward feeling I1im-
pression or secret testimony or evidence which
men possess and that there is no such thing

b as
an outward manifestation

it laIs not to be wondered at that men should be
ignorant in a great measure of the principles of
salvationsaleal and more especially of the nature
office power induluduinfluenceence gifts and blessings of
thetile gift of the holy ghost when we consider
that the human family have been enveloped in
gross darkness and ignorance for many centuries
past without revelation or any just criterion to
arrive at a knowledge of the things of god which
can only be known by thetile spirit of god hence
it not occurs that when the elders
of this church preach to the inhabitants of thether
world that if they obey the gospel they shall re-
ceive the gift of thetha holy ghost that the people
expect to see some wonderful manifestation some
great display of power or some extraordinary
miracle performed and it is often thetho case that
young members in this church for want of better
information carry elong with them their old no-
tions of things and sometimes fall into egregious
errors we ilavahave lately had some information
concerning a few membermembers that are in this diem-
ma

dilem-
ma and for their information make a few re-
marks upon the subject

we believe in the giltgift of the holy ghost being
enjoyed now as much as it was in the apostles
days we believe thatthai it is necessary to make and
to organize thetile priesthoodpriesthood that no man can be
called to fill any officeieelee in the ministry without it
we also believe in prophecy in tongues infit vi-
sions and in revelations ina giftgifts and in healings
andund that these things cannot be enjoyed without
the gift odtheof tha holy ghost we belivebelieve that holy
men otof old as they were moved by the
holy ghost and that holy men in these days
speak by the same principle we believe in Usits
being a comforter and a witness bearer that it
brings things past to our remembrance leads us
into altall truth alidabd chews us of things to come
we believe that no man can know that jesus is

tiecietse christ but by the holy ghost we believe
infit it in all its falnessful ness and power and greatness
and glory but whilst we do this weQ believe in it
rationally reasonably consistently and

and not according to the wild vagaries fool-
ish notions and traditions of men

the human family are very apt to run to ex-
tremes especially in religious matters and hence
people in general either want some miraculous
display or they will not believe in the gift of the
holy ghost ofat all if an elder lays his hands up-
on a pensriperspersribri n it is thought by many that the per-
son must immediately rise and speak in tongues
and prophesy this idea iais g dithered from the cir-
cumstancecumcumrumstance off paul laying hishii hands liponupon certain
individuals who had been previously as they
stated baptized unto johnsjohnd baptism which
when lie had done they with tongues and
prophesied philip also when liehe had preached
the gospel to thetha of the city of samsana
aria sent for peter and john who when they
came laid their handsbands upon them for the gift of
the holy ghost for as yet hebe was fallen upon
none of them and whenwilen simonsinton mahmagmafusmagusaugaus saw that
through the laying on of the apostles hands thellie
holy ghost was given he offered them moneymonsy
that hetie might possess the same power acts viii
these passages are considered by many as afford-
ing sufficient evidence for some miracmiraculousulous visi-
ble manifestation whenever hands are laid on
for the gift of the holy ghost

we believe that the holy ghost is imparted by
the laying on of hands of those in authority and
that the gift of tongues and also the gift of pro-
phecy are the gifts of the spirit and are obtained
through that medium but then to savsaysaysas that men
always prophesied and spoke in when
they had the imposition of hands would hee tcto
state that which is untrue contrary to the precpree
ticolico of the apostles and at variance with holy
writ for paul says to one is given the gift ol01

tongues to another the gift ofor prophesy and tcto

another the gif of healing 21 and alain do al
prophecycyl do all speak with tongues do all in-
terpretterpret evidenevidently showing that all did not poapos
besssess these several gifts but that one received on
gift and another received another gift all diddie

not prophecyecy all did not speak in tongues all diddk
not work miraclemiracles but all did receive tilethe gift 0
the holy ghost sometimes they in tongues
and prophesied in the apostles days and some
timeslimes they did not tiletiie same is the case withwill
us aisoalso in our administrations while more frefro

there Is no manifestation at all that i

visible to the sursurrounding multitude this will
appear plain when we consult the writings of the
apostles and notice their proceedings in relation
to this matter paul in cor xii says now
concerning spiritual gifts brethren I1 would not
have you ignorant itisliisif is evident from this that
issomeome of them were ignorantignorant in relation to these
matters or they wonwould not need instruction

I1 achinagain in the xiv chapter hesayohe says follow
after charity and desire spiritual apsgifts but rather

1

1

that veye may prophecy it is very evident from
1 these scriptures that many of them had not spir-
itual gifts for intheyif they had spiritual gifts where was

j thetile necessity of paul telling them to followollow after
them and it is as evident that they did not all
receive those gifts by the imposition of hands
for they as a church hadbad been baptized and con-
firmed hyby the laying on of handsbands and yet to a
church of this kind under the immediate inspec-
tion and superintendence of the apostles it was
nnecessaryces sary for paul to say Itfollow aafierafter charity
and desire spiritual gifts autbut rather that ye may

I1 prophecy evidently showing that those gifts
j were in the church but not enjoyed by all in
their outward manifestations

but supposupposingsinesinz the gifts of the spirit were im-
mediately upon the imposition of handsbands enjoyed
bv all in all their falness and power thetha sceptic

i would stilldill be as far from receiving any testimony
I1 except upon a mere casualty as before for all the
I1 gifts of the spirit are not visible to the natural
visioni or understandinglerierstanding of man indeed very few
of them are we read that christ ascended in-
to heaven audand gave gifts unto men and he gave
some apostles and some prophets and some
evangelists and some pastors and teachers
ephEpilpit iv

the church is a compact body composed of
i different members and is strictly analogous to
ij the human system and paul after speaking of the
dfferent gifts says now ye are the body cf

I1
1 christ and each one members in particular and
god hath set some in the church first apostles
secondarily prophets thirdly teachers after that
miracles then gifts of healing helps governments I1

diversities of tongues are allali apostles arealare all
prophets are all teachers are all worker
miracles have alltill the gifts of healing do all
speak with tongues do all interpret ititisis evi-
dent that they do not yet are they all members
of the one body all members of the natural body
are not the eye theth ear tilethe head or tilethe hand
yet the eye cannot say to the ear I1 have no need
of thee nor the head to the foot 1 have no need
of thee they are all so many component parts
in the perfect machine the one body and if one
member suffer the whole of the members suffer
w1ith it and if one member rejoice all the restreat are
honored with it

thesethebe then are all gifts they come from god
they are of god they are all the gifts of the holy
ghost they are what christ ascended into hea-
venI1 to impartimi art and yet how few of them could
be known by the generality of men peter and
john were apostles yet ahe jewish court scourgedurged
them as impostersimpostorsIrnim posters paul was both an apostle

I1 and prophet yet they stoned him and put him
into prison the people knew nothing about it

I1 although he had in possession the gift odtheof the holy
ghost our savior was I anointed with the oil

i of gladness above hishia fellows yet so far from
I1 the people knowing him they said lie was beel-
zebub and crucified him as an impostor who

I1 could point out a pastor a teacher or an evan
gelfat by theirthein appearance yet had they the gift of
the holy ghost

I1 butto come to the other members of the church
i and examine the gifts as spoken of by paul and
we shall find that the world can in general know

Ij nothing about them and that there is but one or
two that could be immediately known if they
were all poured out immediately upon the impo

of hands I1 cor xii paul says there
are diversities of gifts yet the same spirit and
there ardara differences of administrations but the
same lord and there are diversities of operations
but it is the same god which all in all
but the manifestamanifestationtioutiow of the spirit is given unto
every man to profit litifwit 1 I1 for to one is given

I1i
by the spirit the mordword of to another the

i word of knowledge by the same spirit to another
faith by the same spirit to another the gifts of
healbealhealleyincinq by the same spirit to another the work-
ing of miracles to another prophecy to another
discerning of spirits to another divers kinds 0of
tongues 0 o another the of tongues
but all these that one and the selfseifselfsamesame
spirit dividing to gachsach mailman severally as he will

there are several gifts mentioned here yet
which of them all could be known by an obser-
ver at the imposition of hands the word of

and the word of knowledge are as much
gifts as any other yet if a person possessed both
of these gifts or received them by the imposition
of hands who would know it another might

i receive the gift of faith and they would be as ig-
norant of it or suppose a manmail hadllad the gift of
healing or power to work miracles that would

motnot then be known it would require time and
j circumstances to call these gifts into operation
suppose a mailman had tilethe discerning of zispiritsrits 1 who
would be the wiser for it or if he hadd tithee in-

i
1
terp of tongues u unlessalees some one spoke in
an unknown tongue liehe of course would have to

II11i be silenteilent there are only two gifts that could be
ij made visible the gift of tongues and the gift of

i propprophecybecy these are things that are thethe most

talked about and yet if a person spoke in an un-
known tongue according to pauls testimony he
would be a barbarian to those present they
would say that it was gibberish and if hebe pro-
phesied they would call it nonsense thedie gift of
tongues is the smallest gift perhaps 0of1 the whole
and yet it is one that is the most soughtU 9lit after

so that according to the testimony of scripture
and fhethe manifestation of the spirit in ancient
days very little could be known about it by the
surrounding multitude except onoil somesortie extraor-
dinary occasion as on the day of pentecost

the greatest the best and the most uusefuleaul
gifts would be known nothing about by an obser-
ver it is true that a man might prophecy
which is a great gift and one that paul told the
people the church to seek after and to covet
rather than to speak in tongues but what does
thetha world know about prophesyingprophesyDg paul says
that it serveth only to those that believe butbuti
does not the scripturestures advsay that they init
tongues and prophesied yes but who iis it
that writes these scriptures not thehe men of
the world or mere casual observerobserverssj but the apos-
tles men who knew one gift from another and
of course were capable of writing about it if we
had the testimony of thebe scribes and phariseesPharis ees
concerning the outpouring of the spirit on the
day of pentecost they would have told us that it I1

was no gift but that tilethe people were drunken
with new wine and we shall finally have to
come to the samebarne conclusion that paul did that

no manmail knows the things of god but by the spirit
of god for with the great revelations of paul
when he was caught up into the third heaven and
saw things that werewera not lawful to utter no man
was apprised of it until he mentioned it himself
fourteen years after and when john had the
curtains of heaven withdrawn and by vision
looked through the dark vista of future aesagesL

and
contemplated events that should transpire through-
out every subsequent period of time unlit tilethe
final winding up scene while he gazed upon the
glories of the eternal world saw an innumerable
company of angels and heard the voice of god
it waswag in the spirit on the lords day unnoticed
and unobserved by the world

thetha manifestations of the gift of the holy
ghost the ministering of angels or the develop-
ment of the power majesty or glory of god were
very seldom manifested publicly and
allyaily to the people of god as to the israelites but
most generally when angels have come or god
has revealed himself it has been to individuals in
private in their chamber infit the wilderness or
fields and that generally without noise or tumult
the angel delivered peter out of prison in the
dead of night came to paul unobserved by the
rest of the crew appeared to marv and elizabeth
without the knowledge of others spoke to john
the baptist whilst the people around were ignor-
ant of it

when ellshaelisha saw tilethe chariots of israel and the
horsemen thereof it was unknown to others
when the lord appeared to abraham it was at
his tent door when the angels went to lotloto no
person knew them but lihnhimself which was the
case probably with abraham and his wife when
the lord appeared to moses it waswag in the burn-
ing bush in the tabernacle or on the mountain
top when elijah was taken in a chariot of fire
it was unobserved by the world and when liehe
was in the cleft of a rock there was loud thunder
but the lord was not in the thunder there was
an earthquake but trie lord was not in the
earthquake and there was a still small voice
which was the voice of the lord saving
I what doest thou here elijah

the lord cannot always be known bybv the
thunder of his voice by the display of his floryglory
or by the manifestation of his power and those
that are the most anxious to see these thingstiling
are the least prepared to meet them and were thetiie
lord to manifest his power as liehe did to the
children of israel such characters would be the
first to say let not the lord speak allyany more
lest we his people die

we would say to the brethren seek to know
god inI1in your closets I1 call upon him in the fields
follow the directionsdirection of the book of mormon
and pray over and for your families your cattle
your flocks your herds your corn and all things
that you possess ask the blessing ofor bcd upon
all your labors and every thing that you engage
in be virtuous and pure be mn of integrity
and truth keep the commandments of god and
then you will be able more perfectly to under-
stand the difference between andaria wrong
between the thingsfilings of god and the thinthingthingst 9 of men
and your path will be like that of the just

which chineth brighter and brighterb unto the
perfect day

babe not so curiouscarious about tongueston suesbuer do not
speak in tongues except there be allan interpreter
present the ultimate design of tongues is to
speak to foreigners and if persons arearaar very
anxious to display their intelligence let them
speak to such in their own tongues the gifts of
god are all useful in their placee but when they
are applied to thatthat which god does not interidjid
they prove an injury a snare andend a curse instead
ofaof a blessing we may at some future time enter
more fully into this subject but shall let this suf-
fice for the present

thursday IG16 the following notice vaswas pub-
lished by the nauvoo lodge

notice to all whom it may concern greeting

whereas john cook bennett in the orgorgani-
zation

ani
of the Nauvoo Lodge under dispensation

palmed himself upon the fraternity as a regular
mason inin good standing and satisfactory testi-
mony having been produced before saideaid lodge
that he said bennett was an expelled mason wowe
therefore publish to all the masonic world the
above facts that he the said bennett may not
impose himself agamogain upon the fraternity of
masons all editors whoho are friendly to the
fraternity of free and accepted ancient york
masons will please insert the above

GEORGE MILLER
master of0 nauvoo lodge under dispensation
the british forces capturedcap lured the chinese fortifi-

cations on the yang tse kiang river with
pieces of artillery

friday 17 what have the mormonscormons done
in illinois isis a question which I1 have frequent-
ly asked of those who are busy with the tongue
of slander in calumniating the latter day saints
but as yet I1 have found none who are willing to
answer me honestly or correctly perhaps many
judge from rumor not having investigated the
matter for themselves I1 have therethereforefor thought
it might be well to lay beforelefure the public some
facts in relation to the case believing that there
isis a respectable portion of community who after
having received correct information will frown
with indigindignationnation upon thehe conduct of those who
are endeavoring to raise a persecution against our
people

in the first place we would say that where a
crimecrime isis committed there is a law broken for if
non law liashas been vioiioviolated there cannot have been
a crime committed it then our people havellave
broken the law is there not power in those laws
to vindicate themselves or to redress tilethe
of those who are injured we say there is
neither would we cast any aspersion upon the
characters of the administrators of the laws as
though theytiley were not vigilant in the discharge of
their duty wowe believe they have been with very
few exceptions

with teseoese facts before us there isis then no
difficulty inin obtaining correct informinformationution as to
the amount of crime committed by the mormonscormons
throughout the state you hihaveivelve only to refer to
the ariouslanous dockets kept by the administrators of
law from the highest court to the lowest through-
out the length and breadth of the land and there
you will find recorded the crimes of the MorAlormormonscormonsmons
if it so be that they have committed any

we saysy their faults are few compared to the
population where is there a record of murdermardir
committed by any of our people none in the
state where is13 there a record against any of
our people for a penitentiary crime not in the
state where is there a record of fine or coun-
ty imprisonment for allyany breach of law against
any of the latter day saints I1 know of llonenone
in the state if then they have broken no law
they consequently have taken away no mans
rights theytiley have infringed upon no mans liber-
ties

we have beenteenI1 een three yearsearbears in this state and
have not asked for any ccounty or state officer
laws have been admadministeredadministerinistered by those nonot of our
persuapersuasionblonslon administered rigorously even against
the appearance of crime and yetet herbhere has been
no conviction ofor which I1 have heard where isis
tlif ere itubiu bither community of thirty thousand intreire
any state against none of whom there is a
record of conviction for crime inin any court dur-
ing the space of three 5 ears and yetjet there are
those who cry out treason murder bigamy
burglaryburglaryM arsonarron and every thing that Is evevil1
wwithout being able to refer to a single case that
has ever been proved agajagaiagainstast the mormonscormonsMormons

tillthi then mastbe the head endand front of our
ofFendoffendilLmi that by industry in both spiritual and
temporal thithings we are becoming a great and
numerous people we convert our thousandsthou sallIs and
tens of thoua lids yearly to the light of truth to
the glorious liberty of the gopelgospel of christ we
bring thousands from foreign adsland from under
the yokeoke bf oppression andaud the iron hand of
povertypovert and we picoploce them in a situation where
they can sustain themselves which isis tilethe highest
act of charity towards the poor we dryI1 thetitwidows tear we fill lleilethelie orphans hand with breadread
and clothe the naked we teach them principles
ofor thmorality and righteousness and they rejoice iiiin
the god of abraham and in the holy unedue of
israel and are happy

thus it isis with the honest in heart but when
the wicked creep inamongstin amongst us for evil to tram
piebie upon the most and virtuous precepts
and find our moral alidand religious laws too strict
for them they cry out deiodeliDelodelusionklousiou false propprophetshetotn
speculation oppreoppressionslonsion illegal ordinances usur-
pationpationhatlon of power treason against thetiie government
lc you must have vounyour charters taken awayamayaway
you have dared to pas an ordinance againstaanain1 11 t forfr
nica tors and adulterers youou have afooroforbid1

ab
id the

vending of spirituous liquors within your city
vouyou have passed anall ordin nancenancoalreearree against vagrants
and disorderly persons withnith many other highh I1 h
handed acts you even threaten to vote at titletitiethe
next election and may be at least we fear youou
wiliwill sendatendsend a member to the legislature none of
which doings we the good and antanti
mormon politicians and some priests as wellwea
are willing to bear

this isis the cry of the base and vile the griert
and tiutio speculator but the noble the high
minded the patrioticpatriots and the virtuous brebreathezilie no


