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lieve that there are some sins which
men commit that cannot be forgiven,
but they have to pay the penalty. The
Lord Jesus Christ was very partieular
to teach this to His disciples on this
continent. He also taught them what
the Father had declared through Mala-
chi, that they might understand the
conditions and the necessity of obeying
the ordinances of the house of God.
Then agaln, we read of the son of

Alma being smitten by the harlot Isa-
bel., and following her; and Alma bore
testimony that the sin of fornlcation
wad the 'most abomniable above all
ging, save it he the shedding of inno-
cent hiood, or denying the Holy Ghost.™
{Alma 29: ()

The Latter-day Salnts understand
thiz principle, and it would be impos-
sible for them to practice immornlity
and be the disciples of Jesus Christ.
We have taken upon us the name of
Christ! we are His representatives; and
it would be more than we dared do to
engourage such thoughts in our hearts.
The scriptures say that a murderer
hath not eternal life abiding fn him.
{I John 3: 15.) There is no forg!venens
for sueh a slnner. The question may
he asked, Why I8 It that a murderer
cannot be forgiven? Simply because hes
takes that which he cannot restore.
How can he atone for the sheddlng of
innocent blood? He canont do it in

this lire. Look at the calamity that!
came upon the Jews through the shed-
ding of innocent blood at Jerusalem,
and then upon the Gentites through i
the shedding of Innocent blood at|
Rome! The curge of God came upon |
them. 1

Can you tell me of a more helnous
erime, save the shedding af innocent
bleod, than for a man to gecure the love
and devotion and pure affection of an
Innoecent young woman, and then
to watch hls opportunity and take ad-
vantage of her, rob her of her virtue,
and then cast her oft? Just think of
it! He takes advantage of her sim.
plicity, her affection, and her solemn
trust. How can he restore that wom-
an's virtue? TFor the protection of
womcn there was a law In Isrzel
anclently that if a4 man humbled a
woman, ghe should become his wife,
and he should not put her away all his
days. Do you think we can ecommit
guch crimes and expect to please God?
Do you think we can do such thinga
and not have to face the bar of Geoad
and recelve a just condemnation foi
deeds such a3 these? Yet men who do
these things are frequently received In
polite soclety! They never should be
admitted into any decent soclety; for
anyone that would be gullty of such
acts ls not worthy the fellowship of
any decent man or weman. And when
they have to stand before the bar of
God and glve an anawer for the deeda
done in the body, they wiil lenrn soma-
thing concerning the misgeries of hell,
What Is the resut of such conduct? A
wreck In the family! A broken-hearted
mother! A sorrowing father! And to
think that the guflty man can mowvse
in polite soclety and he asgociated with
intelliigent people, while the woman be-
comeg an outeast. This is all wrong. |

The Latier-day Saints should set
their faces llke a flint against every
such sin. The Lord has commanded
us over and over again to practice
chastity, virtue and purity, and that'
we should not leck upon a woman to
lugt after her. The world may think
what they Jlke about us: but I bear
testimony that the Latter-day Saints
arg a virtuous people. They cannot he
anything else. The man that hasa the
tellowship of the Holy Ghost would be
agshamed to have lustful thoughts; he
would pray the Lord to dellver him
from such Impressions, The value ot
having the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost 18 that we may have the
strength of character to resist evil and

to choose the good. The Lord com-
mands us to abstain from all evil, and
to walk before Him with a hroken
heart and a contrite spirit, to be meek
and lowly, teachahle, learning the will
of Goed and then doing it. That ia
what He has called us for. And he
hus brought us into His Church that
we may assist In the establishment of
His righteousneas, and ba a peculiar
people, & holy people, walking in the
reverence of the Lord. If we do not do
it, we will become as ashes under the
feet of the righteous. I presume there
ia ne Latter-day Saint but what s
looking forward for the second advent
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
That I8 what we are preparing our-
selves for., And we know that when
He comes He will come with ten thous-
and of His Saints, in flaming fire, tak-
ing vengeance on them who know not
God and who obey not the Gdspel of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Now, are we com-
ing with Him, or are we golng to ba
left behind? If we are not prepared
to receive Him, woe unto us! Suppos-
ing we dle, de we not expect to coms
with the Lord Jesus Christ? And how
can we ever expect this unless we ac-
cept of the eternal conditions of the
Gospel,

The Lord requiires of us one-tenth of
everything He glves to us, in kind. As
I mentloned at our last General Con-
ference, it never came to me 8o forci-
bly and so slmply as it did in hearing
one of our sisters explaining the prin-
ciple of tithing to a class she was
teaching, She sald unto them: *“'Sup-
pose your father gave you ten apples,
and he asked you to return one of
them; wouldn't you be very covetous
if you did not return that one?” They
smliled at the idea of their father glv-
ing them ten apples and they not wlill-
ing to return him one of them. Yet
that fa just so with some and the law
of tithing. Whatever we honestly ob-
tain in the dispensation of the provi-
dence of the Lord, He requlres one-
tenth of it to be given unto Him. Tha
la the prineiple, and it is easily under-
stood. And then He requires us to be
large-hearted and generous to the
poor, the widow and the fatherlees, If
we do not honor this requirement, we
are under a curse, Now, the chlldren
amiled to think that they would not
glve one apple out of ten: hut I tell you
what some of us do: we cut the apple
In half, and keep half of it; or we will
give the Lord a quarter; and some, 1
am sorry to say, will bite a little piece
off and give it to Him. That is just
the way the Lord Is treated by some
with regard to the law of tithing, I
want ot ask thls congregation whether
under such eonditlons, we are prepar-
Ing ourselves for the second coming ot
the Messjah. The Lord simply asks us
to prove Him In this matter.

"Prove me now hepewlth, salth the
Lord ef hosts, if I will not épen you the
windows of heaven, and por you out
a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to recelve.” (Malach!l 2: 10)

I want to bear testlmony that it Is
the Lord who provides, whether we
acknowledge it or whether we do not.
If we will prove Him, we will learn
more about Him and about His ways,
and understand the designs of Hia
providence. We wlil be taught of God
when we manifest unto Him that we
honor Him and His laws, and that we
are In harmony with these everlasting
cond|tions. I do not understand how
I can honor God except I do as he
wighes me, Abraham was justified hy
faith: he was saved by grace. How
was he justified by faith? Because ha
loved rightcousness, honored the Lord
In tithes and in offerings, and did
everything He requlred at His hands,
Of course, he had the favor of God;
of course, he was saved hy the grace
of God. Ho may we all be upon the
same principle. But we must have

faith, and we must demonstrate oyr
faith by our works. We must prove
to God Almighty and to éach othep
that we have faith in these everlasting
principles by doing the will of Gog
and manifesting unto our Father fn
heaven that we walue theose eterna)
principles that He has restored to the
earth, that we appreciate His loving
kindness jn giving us the honor of be.
ing adopted Inte His royal famlly,
whereby we have become the sons ang
daughters of God, and showing our
appreciation by homoring Him anpg
reverencing His holy name.

My beloved brethren and sisters, let
me exhort you, as your fellow laborer
and servant in Christ Jesus, to live the
principles of rightecusness, and honon
God by keeping His commandments,

walking fn the light as He is fn the

light, that we may have sweet fellow.
ship with each other, and the blood gf
Jesus Christ to cleanse us from all gjn,
and prepare us for His coming anq
kingdom. This Is my earnest prayer,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen,

THE CaPI" AL OF PZRU,

Lima, Peru, April 17, 1893,

Take a walk with me this morning
through the fualntest city of this hem.
{sphere. We are in Lima, the eapital
of Peru. The streets on which we stang
were laid out more than three hundred
vears ago. Lima was a eclty when
Beston waa in its swaddling clothes,
when Philadelphla was a baby, and al}
of the west and south of it an up-
broken wilderneas. 1 ean show you
houses here which are twe hundred
years older than Chicago or Cincigp-
natl, and T ean even Introduee you to
one of the oldest eitizens, the founder
of the town, who, dried and pickled by
this pure Peruvian air, has for over
three centuries stayed here with his
property. I refer to the Spanish free-
hooter Indian robber and hutcher, Pig.
arro, whe lald out Limsa In 1635, He
was ngsassinated on the spot where the
president of Peru now lves, and hig
skeleton and his brains corked up in a
bottite are kept in a glass case In the
eathedral across the way. The skin js
dried and jt sticks to the boneas, hut
with the exceptlon of a pateh which
has been eut off here and there for
relle hunters the hide is intact, though
decidedly leathery and worse for the
wenr.

Everything but money lasts long In
Lima. Where else In the world wiil
you find a city built of mud three hun.
dred years old? Lima has more than
one hundren thousand people, and It is
buiit of mud. It i3 about slx miles
around it and two miles from one side
to the other, It has a network of nar-
row streetg, which cross one another at
rizht angles, with space clipped out
here and there for parks or plazas. The
houses are all of one or two stores,
flush with the sidewalks, ond in the
husiness sections cage-like balconies
hang cut from the second stories, so
that you are shielded from the sun as
you pass through the city. Lima looks
wonderfully sybstantial, and yvou would
Imagine it to he made of masive gtone,
whleh here and there I8 wonderfully
carved. SHome of the walls look Nke
marble, othera imitate granite, and the
houses of all the colors of the rain-
bow line the streets Itke substantial
walls. Ahout the chief square there
are encloged baleonjes from the gecond
atory walled with glaas, and under
these are what leok ilke massive stonc
pillars forming an arcade or clolster
around two sides of the square in front
of the stores. These plllars of mud, the
polished walls of the houses are made
of sun-dried briek coated with plaster
of parls, and the second stories are a
comhination of mud and bamhoo eane,
Think of a great city built of mud and
fishing poles! That is Lima There are
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