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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

AT THIS GENERAL CONFERENCE,

Tomorrow, Booday, April 4, there
will convene fn this city the Bixty-
peventh annual Genera) Conference of
the Church of Jetus Christ of Lalter-
day Balnts. A brief glaooe at the two-
thirde of » century whiobh hes paseed
slnoe the organization of the Uharob,
reveals a wonderful cbange in the oon:
dition of the world, ccmpared witb
apy ohange tbhat has been ac-
comptlebed In sany like period of
the earth’s history. The only parallel
s that offered at the inruguration of
the Christlan era, Al the open-
ing of tbhe Istter-day dispensation (he
Toord declared that *a moarvelous
work? was ‘'‘ahout to come forth
amopng the ohlldren of men.?”
This was revealed Lhrough the
FP:rophet Joreph Bmith; and the general
bistory of the worid since that date, as
compared with Ibs ages whliok pre.
oeded ft, is sufflolent to estabiish
Joereph’s olaim to the divine nropbetic
gif1; for subeequent to lbhe time when
he gave volee Lo Lthat prediotion there
hae been going on, witboett gesesation,
*‘a moarvelons work and a wouadep??
asmoeng mankind, not only in the re-
liglous world, but In discovery, io
commerfce, in mechanics, snd in ajl
lotefleotusland eolentifiodg velopment.
The progrees of olviiization duriog the
past eixty-seven years fe more pro-
nouneed than during any olher jike
perled jn bistory, and there pever hae
been apch a revolution of ideas jn
religione matters particolariy in the
#ame time ne hrs tekeo place sjnoe the
year 1880. Tbe [ast two-tiirds of a
cenlury hes been pre-eminently the
age of a marvelous work, and it is yet
rolling on.

When the Churobh was organlzsd It
was by exprepe instruction and au-
tborization of the Lord; therefore it is
His Cbhoroh. Tbhe couviction of thie
faol bhes nol come to all men yet, but
it is enrely, steadily and apeedily gain-
ing ground. The Lord establi-hed the
Cburch o stay, .o He states, and it
i¢ His vusiness to maintaiv it ip-
vioclate from foes without and fpes
within, And se sulely se He organ.
1zed that Chorch by dirsollog whbat
wae done on the memorahls eixch day
of Ayprll, 1830, so surely He brs_main.
talned that organization intsct. There
cruld be no Japse, no fajlure, In the
Churob orgaoization or progrees, for
the Lord had declared otherwise; thers
conld be no necesslly for another
organization, or an aesumed re-organi.
zation, for if there bhad beep,
then the Lord*s organlzation woulg
have heen a mistake und a faijure,
which cacnot be. Hence the Church
an it was organized 1o Apriy, 1830, and
1o tbe development and growth it bhas
made sinos then, haes remained intaot,
ita organlization uobroken, its work
@oceasing. Andtbla Cburob bolds its
Conlereoce {n this olly tomorrow and
pocceeding days—s atrong, progree-
sive, divinely gulded organizstion
which bas pome pp Lhrough much
¢ribnlation, xnd etandsss & wltuess of

the s]lmighty power of God in briog-
te paes His parposes.

Ib the eariy days of the Chorob the
Lord thus summarized w hat bad been
done in the Institution of the Ohuroh,
and whal its work should be:

The keys of the kingdom of God are
committed unto Tman oo the earth, and
from thence shail the Gospel roll forih
unto the enda of the earth, as the stooe
whiohb s cut out of the mountalo with-
put hands sball roll forth, notil it bas
fllled the whole earth.

| Lnits experienoe, the Cburobh hae
mét many, very many, obsiaples tothe
wmieslon it was oalled to perform; and
there have been some nark dayes when
osoght bot the eye of faith oouid
discern the llght beyond. But even
In the gloomieet houre there has beeo

felt the gulding haod of the
Lord; and the body of the
Balots never bhas doubted, the
Charch never has Leen left 1o
olber gU'danoce than that of s
almighty Foun ‘er and Head., He

had deolared, through the Prophet
Joasph, that "the worke, and the de-
slgne, nnd the parpores of God osunpot
be frustraied, nefther oan they come Lo
pebght, for Goed doth net walk in
ofooked pathe, nelither doth He turn t)
the right band nof to.tbe leit, neither
doth He vary from that whicb He
bath eaid, therefore Hin pathe ure
strajght, snd His course Is one eternsi
round. Remember, remember that it
is not the work of God that 1s froe-
trated, but the work of men.” And
Lhe progtress of the Churoh in tbe ace
compliehment of the great mission ne-
sigoed it never bas been frostrated; hut
every eflort agaiost it that has ronite
course has inet with dismal fallare.

Atthe time of thin General Coofer.
epce the Bajnls and the world have
stili fartber looontrovertible evidenor
of the divine power that bse been
with and bae upbeld tbe Churoh, ang
will give to it elernal triompb. The
Cbaorobh’s growth in inflnence, in
numbers, and in power npob the eurth
has been woederful even to Its [Flende,
thougb i 1s just whal they anticipat.
ed, becsnse they know the source of
it power; and 1t has heen no lems
marvelous to its enemies, whom it bes
alan surprised, because they have not
realized the futility of all efforts
againet it, A nd as it hae besn, a0 will
it beln 1he ooutinued progress of the
work. Ziwon 18 today a mighty power
whonse forpe is inoreseing in the earth.

Tbe oondition of the Chorob st
this time 1s moet gratitylog. In
evely mimion fleld, bome and
sbroad, the advancement fs of
a marked oharacter, The Lord
bss opened the way before the Gospel
meesage i0 B miraculons manner. Lo
every direction there ls osuose for re-
joioing and praise to Him st thie Cou.
terenoe of the Church, sas much ap ae
st any period 1o hietory. And whiie
tue giorious work e rolling on, sud in
the xnowledge thereof In Lo be foond
epcoursgement asod Ineptratios for the
Baints, that rame knowledge s & warn-
ing to them of the peosasity for fo-
oreased diligeoce, thal they may be
nbreaat of the great events whiob the
Lord Js bringlng to psss upon tbe

earth, and be fully prepared for the
duties and hlesslngs that come Lo Hie
people.

EIGNTY-THREE.

The NEWS desires to unite with
the Latter.day Balnts fn extending
heartiest opongratulations and good
wishes tu Elder Liorenzo Boow, Presie
dent of the Twelve A postles. Helsa
veleran among the people, in the
cause of Lruth, to which he hsas given
nie lite. For over elxty years he has
bren an aclive,energelip,member ofthe
Cburob of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. When flret etarting out In
msphood’s esinte the Gospel found in
bim ap honest heart, eager for its

prinoiples; apd from thst tlmwe
he hss beea a8 zealous mission-
rry  In its  bebal’. His frat

sagoolation with the Churoh wae in
Kirtlandg, and through tbe scenes Of
Miesouri and 1llinols, and In the sub-
scquent history of the Salntes, he hss
taken & promioent part. He wue 80
intlmate acqaaintance of the Propbet
Joseph, and reoeived through that
gTeal man the inetructiops in ADA
impreesione of the Goscel that have
izflusnced ble osreer. For over forty-
elghl years he has been » member of
tbe Qownoll 01 Apostles, and, In res
ponse to the oall of the Lord, D88
traveled in many landes and horoe
witness of the G spel restoration. For
the pasi few yeals bis objel work has
been in connentlon with his duties 8@
Presldent of the Twelve nnd the presl-
denoy of the Bait Lake Temple. Hi®
1o atsmillar name in the honseholds of
tbe Balnte, by whom he is deeply
loved, venerated and esteemed an 2
fajtbful, honored servanl ot G:d—8
Propbet in Esrael. May he he spared
yet many years bo blees and cowmfoft
vbe Balnots, and to wield a powerful
influence in bebalf of righteonsunesa i0
all the worid.

BOQOK OF MORMON TESTIMONY.

Io the Book of Mormon, I Nephl,
13: 33-42, the purpose why thid
record bad been oarelully preaerved
ootll the tlme for 1ita publicalion
throogh the gift and power of God bad
come, 1a plalnly etated, The Propbet
wae permitled Lo bebold *the book of
the Liamb of God,’? or the Bihle, and
tben *‘otber books,” slep coming torth
by the power of tne Lamhb, and the
specinl mission of thess latter was to
convince the Gentilea and aleo **the
remnant of the seed of my brethren®
snd Lbhe Jews that the records of the
FProphets and lhe Apostles are true.
Itis aialed: “'And the aogel spake
unto me eaying, These }ast records
whioh thon bast meen usmong the
Gensiles,suall establlab thetruth of the
fAret,?* The ultimate object 12
aleo  eslsted: *‘Apd sball meake
Enown to all kindrede, tnngues and
people, that tbhe Lamb orf God ls the
tion of the eternsl Father and Lhe
Bavior of the world; and that sll men
musl coms ooto Him, or they osannol
be vaved.’”” To estahlisb the troth of
the Bible, espectally wilh regard to
the great fandamental truth of ealva.-
tion throogh Jerus Qorist is the s




