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ANOTHER oppressive AND
proscriptive MEASURE

A SHORTsnort time aagogo we noted the fact
that the idaho legislature had re-
pealed the election law of that territ-
ory the reason for this action was
that thelahthe law was fair impartial tandlandand
protected the purity of elections

in place of that measure the judi-
ciary committee of the council of that
body have prepared and presented an
election law to take its place wearewe are
unablefinable to present its ffulifullulluil text todatodayto dadayat
but give below some of its more ob-
noxious sections they are sufficient
to show its abominable tyrannical and
iniquitous character should the bill
pass the lelegislature in its present
shape it will be a plain eevidence that
those who vote for it would properly
be under the initiatory provision of
section 2 i politically disqualified
no words can express the ab-
horrencehorrence in whwhichich the doings of
the idaho antiantl Mormon lawmakerslaw makers
should be held by all intelligent decent
and fair minded people herewith we
give a few detached sections

SEC 1 all male inhabitants over the
age of 21 years who are citizens of the
united states and have resided in the
territory four months and in the coun-
ty where they offer to vote thirty days
next presedprecedingling the day of election
shall be entitled to vote at any electelectionio
and for territorial county and precinct
officersceis all persons having qualifica-
tions of an elector shall be eligible to
any office within this territory except
otherwise provided by law

SEC 2 no person under guardian-
ship non compos mentis or insane nor
any person convicted of treason
felony or bribery in this territory or
in any other state or territory in the
union unless restored to civil rights
nor any person who Is a bigamist or
polygamist or who teaches advises
counsels or encourages aniantany per-
son or persons to becomeacome
bigamistsbigamists or poly amista or to
commit any other cilclicrimeme defined by
law or to enter into chavis known as
plural or celestial marriage or who is
a member of any order organization
or association which teaches advises
counsels or encourages its members or
devotees or any other persons to com-
mit the crime of bigamy or polygamy
or any other crime defined by law
eiliah as a rite or ceremony of such
order organization or or
otherwise shall be permitted to vote
at any election or toconoldholdhoid any position
or office of honor trust or profit with-
in this territory

secec 16 if any person offering to vote
shall be challenged by any judge or
clerk of the election or any other
person entitled to vote at the same
poll and either judge shall challenge
any person offofferingering to vote whom rehe
shall know orsuspect not to be quali-
fied when any person who offers his
vote shall be challenged one of the
judges shall declare tota the person so
challenged the qualifications of an
elector if such persons shall declare
himselfhimself duly qualified and the chal-
lenge be not withdrawn one of the
jud- sjudges shall tender him the followinglowingfoilol
MRoath

eyou do solemnly swear or affirm
that you are a male citizen of the unit-
ed states over the age of twenty one
yearsrears that you have actually resided
in thithis territory for four months last
past and in this county thirty days
that you are not a bigamist or poly-
gamist that you are not a member of
any order organization or association
which teaches advises counsels or
encourages its members devotees or
any other persons to commit the crime
of bigambigamy or polygamy or any other
crime cleciedefinedlinedTIned by lawlav as a duty arisingarising
or resulting from membership in sucsuesuch
ordordererororganizationanimationauizaaulzaaniza tion or association or
which practices bigamy or polygamy
or plural or celestial marriage as a
doctrinal rite of such organization
that you do not either publicly or pri-
vately or in any manner whatever teach
advise counsel or encourage any per-
son to commit the crime of bigamy or

or any other crime defineddefinednedpolygamyylayiay law eitherelther as a religious dutduty orjinjonotherwise that youyon recardregard the con-
stitutionution of the United States and the
laws thereof andoeand of this territory as
interpretinterpretedea bytheby the courts as the su-
preme law of the land
athethe teachers of any order organiza-

tion or association to the contrary not-
withstanding and that you have not
previously voted at this election so
helpheip you bodgod 11

SEC 44 if any person offering to
vote at any election in this territory
shall willfully corruptly and falsely
wear or affirmatilia touching his qualitzailall fl

sh
guilty of a felony and upon convic-
tion thereof be punished by imprison 1

ment in the territorial prison for a
term not lessleys than three nor more than
tentea years

SEC 45 if any person not a legal
voter and possessing all the qualifica-
tions prescribed for voters in this actAlctlet

is laboringlaboringunderunder any of the
disabilities mentioned in section 2 of
this act shall vote at any election in
this territory or shall hold or exer-
cise any office or position of public
trust behe shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanordemeanorinis and shall uponoon condic
tion be punished by a ninefine not less
ithanthan one hundred nor more than one
thousand dollars or bvby imprisonment
in the county jail not lesieslesss than thirty
days nor more than one year or both
so fined and imprisoned in the discr-

etiontion of the court
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IXI1 RELATION TO A FEATURE OF TIIEtur
SCHOOL TAX QUESTION

DEPARTdepartmentmentNENT OF JUSTICE
washington PD caC

january ath 1885

hon II11 L teller secretary of the
interior
sir in compliance with a request

made the uit by the honlion M L
joslyn then acting secretary of the
interior I1 have considered the follow-
ing questions proposed by the hon
alexatcy ramseykamsey chairman of the utah
commission appointed under the act
of llarchmarch it20 1882 chap 47 in a com-
municationmunication addressed to you dated
the uit namely

1 have we 1 I1 ec said commission
any jurisdiction in regard to the school
meetings of utah

2 if yea by what modusiodusV operandoperandi are
we to proceed

3 can polygamists vote at the school
meetings of taxpayers

the powers of the commission or
Boardboard established by said act are de-
fined in the ninth section thereof thatpiat
section after declaring vacant all the
registration and election offices of
every description in the territory of
utah provides that allali duties ireIgrere-
lating to the registration ot voters the
conduct of elections the recreceivingeisingelving or
rejection of votes and the canvassing
and returning of the same and the
issuing of certificates or other evidence
of election in said territory shall un-
til other provision be made etc be
p erfer formedormed under the existing laws of
thetile united states and of saidTerritory
by proper persons who shall be apaptapi1
pointedhinted to execute such offices and
perform such duties by a board of five
persons etc bp this provision the
board or commission Is invested with
power to appoint persons to execute
such offices and performerform such duties as
are above describeded and no other

on examining the school laws of
utah territory to which attention is
called in the communication referred
to viz chapter 19 of the laws of 1880
chapter 47 of the laws of 1882 and
chapter 30 of the laws of 1884 1I findnud
no registration or election offices cre-
ated thereby nor do I1 discover any
duties there prescribed relating to the
conduct of elections etc as above
those laws provide for the establish-
ment of school districts and for the
holding of school meetings annually in
each district at which school trustees
are to be chosen by the registered
voters of the district by ballot yet
the organization of the meetameetings and

are
not made the subsubjectleftact of statutory reg-
ulationsions but are left to be enneffeffectuated
by such methods as the persons assem-
bled on the spot may adopt and in
the absence of any statutory provision
rrequiringequiring the performance of specified
ddutiesuti s at the school meetings relative
to the conduct of elections etc or cre-
ating election offices it seems
to me that as regards such meetings
there is no room for the exercise of lleilethe
aforesaid power conferred upon the
board of commission by the act of
march 22 1882 that power I1 think
can only be exerted where officers or
duties of the character mentioned ex-
ist and are to be executed orperford
ed under the statutes in force within
the territory

I1 am accordingly of the opinion that
the first question should be auanswered
in the negative and so answer it this
disposes of the second question also

the remaining question is whether
polypolygamistsI1amista cancau voleVOLU at schoelschool meet-
ingsinoings called for the purpose of fixing
the rate of taxataxationtiontiou for school pur-
poses at these meet lugs under the
lawslaws of the territory the property
taxpayers residing in the district and
they alone are entitled to vote by the
ath section of the act of march 2
polygamists arearc disqualified frofromM vot-
ingin ittt any election held in the territ-orytory but to vote at the meetingss of
taxpayers called as above on propo-
sitions to ftfix the rate of a school tax is
not voting at an election within the
meaningmean inalna of that act the term elec
tiontlonaI1 as there used manifestly signi

a proceeding to fill a public
office or employment though not
qualified to vote at any proceeding1I of
this kind corintheor inthein the language of the
statute at any election in the territ-ory a polygamist may nevertheless
in my opinion vote at such meeting of01
taxpayers on propositions of the char-
acter above describeddescribedt provided hebe I1isg
a property taxpayer andnd resilentresident of
the school district in which the meet-
ingim iaIs held I1 am sir verylvery respect-
fully

BENJABENJAMINadin harrishankis BREWSTER
attorney genegonegeneralj11

EFFECTS OF THE NEW LAND
LAWLAM

IMPORTANT TO LAND CLAIMANTS

editor deseret news
the telegraph brings the antellintelligenceence

that the senate has passed an Aactlat re-
pealing the preemptionpre emption timber cul-
ture and desert land laws the dis-
patch does not state whether this is
the same bill which passed the house
last session but it is to be presumed
that it is and the officials here believe
that to be the case if so then it will
be but a short time unless the presi-
dents veto should intervene before
those who have dedeferred avavailingallinailin
themselves of thesethose useful laws wllwill1
be de barred the privilege of an enarentryy
under their provisions

how will this affect the residents
farmers and others of this territory i

under the new law not only arcare the
above named acts abolished but the
only existing law the homestead act
is changed so as to require a con-
tinuous residence on the claim otof
SEVEN years instead officeof five arnowas now
and instead of a settler being per-
mitted as at present to pay the
government price for the lalandurayafter a
sixsixsiz months residence and then leave it
if he so desires he will be required to
live there at least EIGHTEEN MONTHS
and give six MONTHS notice of his
I1intentionnten tion to so pay up and obtain title
by commutation

the person who desires a tract of
public landlaud for aaa farm must settle
on heshe same himself build a
house move his ffamily into
it and live there making that resi-
dence his exclusive home for the full
seven years or take the other alterna-
tive of the eighteen months residence
and ffullull payment of or au per
aacreC re as the case may be in reregardwardgardq to
the lalandlaudd being outsoutsidedo or inside the
railroad limits fancy a store clerk
a professional man a school teacher a
musician or any of the trades people
havnhavingbaving to do this in order to get a piece
off the public domain it may be said
the farmer can do it yes but the far-
mer is perhaps the only person who has
already obtained a tract and most of
the ss farmers have exhausted their
homestead rights in securing the lands
they now occupy hence a great hard-
ship will be worked upon those classes
whose occupation and circumstances
will not admit of their leaving the
cities and towns where they
making new homes on the public
prprairiesalr es distant from the settlements
whwherere they earn their living

how will the new law annaffaffectact the set-
tlement and building up of the coun-
trytritrlin11 the western territories we have
thousands of acres of wild prairie land
which cannot be cultivated except by
means of irrigation this in many
instances requires expenditurethe of
large sums of money to construct
canals ditches blumesflumes cu lverts damsams
and sluices to bring water from he
rivers and larger streams in some
cases huge ravinesravines have to be tilledfilled up
hills cut down or tunnelledtunnel led and vari-
ous other improvements made over
arge tracts of country to get the nec-

essary water for irrigation it would
not pay a manluan to do this even if ilehe
were able to invest the money for the
sake of acquiring a small tract of
acres orlessonlessor less and inmostin moat cases where
a man would wish to locate seven
years on a piece of land belonging as
a general thing to the laboring class
he would be too poor to undertake

vast improvements andana outlay
consequentlyCOnsequentlk the abolition of the des-
ert act which permits auan entry of 40
acres of land without residence waswal
and is admirably adapted for reclaim-
ingiw such parts of the country as those
hererc referred to men owning thou-
sands of dollars can invest money in
such efforts at reclamation and even
if they fail to obtain the best results
they are not injured so materially as
as would be the poor man who invest-
ed his last dollar in a partially futile
effort to reclaim a tract he might de-
sire to occupy if some rich men
have become possessed of a section of
such land for their outlay and enter-
prise what of it does it not improve
and duidutbuildI1 d up the country and in
mostmos teasescases where such land is suitable
for farmin gaftergatter a perpermanentmanentmanert supply of
water is obtained it can hebe sold in
small and suitable lots to those who
have not the means to invest in whole-
sale reclamation and who when mov-
ingingonon toorto or otherwise taking possession
of their purchase have the satisfaction
of knowing that they can continue to
improve the land at a payingbaying ratio upon
their investment we havewave more to
say but wenye will not give our views on
tilethe preemptionpre emption and timber culture
laws in this article as time and space
forbid we will close with the re-
commendation that all parties who can
should seize the few goldengulden inomomentsments
pending the perfection of the nevv iavalavalaw
to enter under the desert Aactc t titim-
ber act and preemptionpre emption law and thus
save what the government is evidently
determined to deprive them of as soon
as it can be done these rights are
valued at 200loo each and are certainly
worth savingsaying

respectfully
STAYNER sremSIMMONSoNs

attorneys in land audard mining casesbases
salt lake city jan 15 isuISK

TRUE inwardness
i

no sane person who has perused and
weighed the antiantl inimormonormon I1 measures
lately introduced into the idaho degllegi-
slature can help being struck by their
unmitigated ferocity they constitute
the acme of legislative villainy they
have nonot so far as latest accounts in-
form us beau passed upon but the
probabilities are in favor ot0 their
going through although that may ap-
pear tto0 be a hard thinthing to expect of
anybody of men other thanhan scoundrels
and tyrants

the proposed measures have perhaps
no parallel in the history of civilized
peoples and have but to bebb examined
to be aedetestedtested by the fair minded
everywhere

denuded of their clumsy verbiage
theconcentrated essence of their vevenn
nom may be presented in simplicity

they provide for peremptory conconfis-
cation

fis
of the property of Mornionmormon vy

citizens by the courts and its arbitrary
apportionment among classes of per-
sons specified in the proposed laws

they provide for compulsory aban-
donment of wives and children no
matter though the marriage contracts
involved may have been entered
nto in violation of no statute
lailure to comply with this monstrous
fprovisio incur ring a liability to a tinefine
of koosooWOKUO and imprisonment for six
months 0

A person who may be entirely inno-
cent of any illegal or evertovert act is
deemed guilty of polypoispolygamyamy if he speaks
in favor of its rightfulnessfyness and is liaha
bleam conviconvictiontion of having expressed
himself on that subject to a fine of
and imprisonment fforor five years thus
is a man not only prevented from act-
ingin out his religious convictions bubutttnthe right of free speech is sought to be
crushed out of the people

A is placed on perfidy and
heartless villainy by offering amnesty
to polygamists who will throw their
manhood to the dogs and enter the
ranks of the debased by discarding
their helpless and dependent wives and
children an alternative that death it-
self would not induce a true latter
day saint to accept

members of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints are to be
denied every civil privilege including
11notlot only thethe riright to hold any officeoffice
whatever but to vote solely and simply
because of such membership and for
no other cause thus would the
right of opinion be denied it is alsoaiso
providedprovided as a consequence that no

mormon 11 accused of any crime
shall be tried by a jury of his peers
but by a panel composed of his avowed
and bitter enemies

the constitution is burthe rover
ridden by the introduction of a relig-
ious test oath framed to prevent its
beilbellbeingag subscribed to at elections by
any member of the church offof jesus
christ of latter day saints and thus
rellreilreligiouslousious opinion would be run through
the rollers of the same crushing millalil
provided for free speech

there appears but one more step to
complete the infamy of the conspiracy
against the peace good otiler0 der andanil
prosperity 0ok the idaho common-
wealth for aught we know it might
as well be added by attaching the
death penalty to the fearful crime
of being a latter day saint indeed
were it within the power of the fanati-
cal antiantl mormonscormonsMor mons to carry out their
demoniacal desires in that territory
life would not be worth possessing
there are some considerations that
are of at least equal value to the privi-
lege of mere existence among these
are mental and physical
out which life is an unbearable burden

under such a legislative regime as
is incorporated in the proposed
measures whose substance we have
givenkiven1iven life in idaho would be rendered
intolerableF tolerable to latter daydav saints be-
cause they would be liable to be preyed
upunupon rabbed plundered abused and
imprison Ad by a class of the worst and
alioaalloa licherthericlimbslefaslefts men that ever disgraced
the earth

it may appear needless to speculate
upon the result of the inauguration of
such a state of affairs as that coneta
plated by the enemies of liberty in
idlidahoaho better perhaps to await the
development of0 events there is a
point that can be reached however
that goes beyond the endurance of in-
telligenttellMIll igentgent and liberty loving humanity
no matter how great may be the desire
of the oppressed to avoid a rupture
the proposed liberty suppressing en-
actmentsactments aleatealaie e revolutionary and evi-
dently backed by an intention to de-
spoil and cause the disintegration of
the colonies of the latter day saints in
uhe north they mean banishment
with the alieraileralternativealternativenative of beantbeing robbed or
imprisoned the people haveave made
comfortable homes and caused the
desert t smile andana we rather
think that they will not tamely submit
to the depredations of legal plun-
derers

now letiet thosehose who have a word to
savsay about mormon exclusiveness
aniland oppression look upon the picture
that is presented in our sister territ-ory where non marinous hold the
balance of political power behold tilethe
parody on justice and equal rights thaithat
isbernis beingP enacted there then turn the
scrutinizing eye toward utah where
thus far the local power is held by the

mormon people because they hap-
pen to be in the overwhelming majori-
tyt the rights of all are respected
no local class legislation is
even attempted not to say
in existence gazebaze upon the two
pictures and then imalmaimagineinelne what the
transition would be were the political
rereinsins turned over heretohere to the same class
hat holds them in idaho who then are

so inconsistent as to blame the biormoralor
mons I1 for being careful in the preser-
vation of their rights to be other-
wise would be to be guilty of suicide

dissbiss
IT appears that Bismarcks african
colonization scheme is likely to work
well present indications at least
point that way it is stated that the
german consul at Camer is fairly
besieged with letters of inquiry from
young men anxious to emigrate to that
part of the world should the project
succeed and a full tide of german em-
igrationmigration set out in that direction it
lywillilliii doubtless have the effect of dim-
inishinginishing the broad stream of humanity
that for years has been constantly
flowing from fagerlandFaterland to this coun-
try the scheme may safely be put
down as one of marcksBis master
strokes as his outgoing countrymen
who settle in the Africatricafricanarrair german de-
pendencyendency will remain citizens of ithethe
empireemmye whose influence and dominion

will beinerbe increasedeased instead of depleted
bvby the exodus of many of its most in-
dustriousddustrious and enterprising people

influences
WE have taken a strong position
against people allowing their children
to frequent skating rinks we held
that associations formed atsuchi places
are frequently fraught with danger to
good morals we have maintained
that stand from the first establishment
0off such places in this city and subse-
quent events proved its correctness to
all who wished to be convinced

we are by no means alone in that
view so keenly are the people of
vermont alive to the dangers to the
youth in such resorts that the senti-
ment of apprehension has been legally
expressed through the state legisla-
ture in an act to prpreventevent the demor-
alizationaliza tion of schools 91 it authorizes
school committees to notify managers
of skating rinks not to permit the at-
tendance otof pupils of hehbehschools acad-
emies and normal schools under a
penalty of a tineline of 10

masquerades and dancing parties
generally where the companies are the
reverse of select are largely open to
the same objection a tendency to de-
moralization as skatingI1 rinks we
advise our young ppeopleeople to seek amuse-
ment in a safer and consequently more
respectable form therethele will be no
future regret for taking counsel of this
kind

UNBELIEF IN miraculous
EALINGHEALING11

THE evening express published at los
angeles cal devotes a column in oneoue
of its accent issues to ridiculing the
idea of cures being effected through the
medium of faith and prayerThe writer
alludes to the prayer cure asylum
established at denver having recently
come to grief and then goes on to say
that superstitions die hard and no
form of superstition has shown such
tenacity of life as the belief in miracu-
lous healinhealing 11

the writer makes no allusion to
bible examples of miraculous healing
possibly because he like many otherscoffers at sacred ordinances professes
a belief in that book perhaps he is
willing to acknowledge that such
miraculous cases of healing as are re-
lated in the bible actually occurred
but like thousands of other professing
christians Is unwilling to admit that
the power to effectseffect suchuch cures or the
necessitynecess ty for them any longer exists
or ever will

ilehe reviews what he isi pleased to call
the superstition in regard to faith andprayer cures from tiiethe middlekiddle ages
down to our own time referring to
the service for the sick which was for-
merly incorporated in the church of
england prayer book and the claims
to the healing power professed by
charles 11II of england and many oth-ers and declares that such
bious fancies havehavu passed away out of
the popularpopular belief for the reason thatwe haveave passed into a new climate of
thouthoughtht where they do not flourish 10

weganwe gancancan quite agree with this writeras to the gradual decadence of falthfaith or
belief in the healing ordinance for-merly practiced but do not attribute
it as he does to the progress of phys-
ical science with all the progress
which physical science has made there
Is still plenty of room for the exercise
of supernatural healing power for I1
is a well known fact thatthai with all thewisdom of the scientists thereare diseases and complications
of diseases beinbeinar developed
every dav with which treytheythey are entirely
unable to cope and a few of the most
learned and skillful of the physicians
of the day have been frank andanci honestenough to acknowledge that theirpractice consists of experiments thescience otof physics as it Is called
still lacks a great deal of being a
science as definitelefinite and invariable
rules cannot be laid down to govern itwho can look upon the pitiable elcvic-
tims of disease that abound in tilethe
world without being impressed with
the fact that there is as much need to-day of the power being exercised by
which the sick werewere healed the decle afat
made to hearbear the blind to seebeesee and the
lame to walk in the days of the savioras there ever was

we prefer to attribute the decadence
of faith or belief in such a power
which as the express writer says has
gradually been taking place for ages
past to another but veryvery different
cause than that which he as-
signs in the first place most
of those who since the days of
the early apostles have pretendedto possess the power to effect miracu-lous cures have been frauds and hurnhumbugs possessingos no authority from the
Aalmightyty to so act and entirely devoidof the power which accompanied theministrations of the savior andritsand hisapostles As this latter fact becameapparent to the public the spark offaith in a supernatural healing powerpo ver
heriteauwhich peopleeople possessed naturally in-heritedheriherl as a tradition from their an-cestors or imbibed from the scripturesscrip turesturengradually became extinguished seeingno such power manifested as thesavior and his apostles exhibitedeven in the so called christian churchor churches people ceased to look forit and for want of a better excuse
consoled themselves with the thought


