RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services,

Religious services were held st the
Tanernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday,
April 17, 1802, commencing at 2
p-in., President Joseph E. Taylor
preeiding.

The services comimenced by the yhoir
and congregation slnging the bhymn
cornmenciog:

The Spirit of Godlikea fite s burning!

The Latter-day gloly begins to come forth.

Piayer was offered by Elder Elins
A. Wright. .

The Union Glee club then sang the
Temple ode—"All ball the glorious
day,’”? Profeseor C. J. Thomas cou-
ducting. .

The Prlesthood of the Ninth ward
officiated in tbe administering of the
Bacrament, i
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addreesed the congregation. He earn-
estly hoped that he might be ennbled
to say something thatalternoon which
would be for their mutual benefit, and
calculated in its nature to strengthen
and build them up in their most holy
faith. The bymn and anthem just
sung, he said, reminded them of the
recent laying of the Temple capstone,
an event long to he remembered by ali
w ho had the pleasure of being present
on that occasion. He helieved that

nll. the Latter-day Saints who
bhad embhraced the Gospel and
who derired (o serve God were
ag [ajthful in  that portion of

their labore purtaining to the erection
ot Temples und the work thereln as in
any of the other dutles devolving up-
on thiem. The Elders in -Israel

came “as  near perfection in re-
sponding to® the calls of the Prlest.
hood, ' in guing forth to . pro-

claim the wospel, as was poesible; and
be knew of none of bla assodintes pro-
feasing to be Latter-day Salnts but who
were ready and willing, if called upon,
to leave their homes, families, friends
and busines: &nd go forth for s term of
years to preach the Gospel *'without
money and without price.” He had
never yet listened to the testimony of
a single Elder in Ireael who bad been
on s mission without hearing his
acknowledgment that the joy and
peuace which ke had recelved while
proclaimiog the restilution of the
(iospel to the earth and endeavoring to
win souls to Christ were greater thanp
all dhe pleasures he had ever
before experienced. The unlversal
testimony of the faithful missionary
‘upon his return home was that he
would oot harter nway the experience
he bad hud and the testimonies he had
received from God, approving of his
labors, forall the wealth of the world,
He. believed the Latter-day Sainte
were nearly perfect notonly In respond-
ingto the call to goon missious, but
also tothe calls made upon them for
"the erection of temples and the work
therein after their completion. A vote
of the people wne taken at the recunt
conference, whep It was resplved Lo
contribute of their means, labor and
izfluence, with the object of complet-
ing the Temple by tbe 6th or Apri),
1893, so that it could then be dedicated.
JHe regretted to hear that there were
some, however, who had taken the
ground that ff would be impoesible to

' a

finish the building by that time; and
some had even gone sp far as tu
say  that . it eould out be
completed in two years from now. In
the Gospel the promise was made that
we should be blessed jn our labors, and
rewarded according to our faith, There
were some lectures pontained in the
Bock of Dootrine and Covenants upon
the sulject of faith which Jje com-
mended to the attention of 'Sninis,
for he felt sure that if they would read
them they would thereby beaided very
materially in making up their minds
that there would be no particular diffi-
culty in finishing the Temple during
the year. AR we recelved by faith all
temporal blessings, so ip like manner
we received, by faith, all splritual
blersings. Faith was not only a prin-
clple of action but also of power in all
intellizent Leings, whether in heaven
oron earth. Thus said the author of

the Epistle to the Hebrews,
Ho believed that the man who
was  lospired by faith  from
God and bad an nbidlng con-

viction burning within his heart could
accomplish certain labor, within the
bounds of reason; A man so inspired
could accompiish those things whioh
tothe human eye and understanding
were not within such bounds, It was
by faith that Daniel was pressrved in
the lions’ den, that the three Hebrew
children went unharmed through the

_flery furnace, that Moses led the ohil-

dren of Israel out-of bondage, and it
would be faith, coupled with worke—
for “faith without works is dead?’—
that would enable this people to finiah
the Temple withln the period stipu-
lated, There was no question whatever
in his own mind that they could do
this work if they wentto with a wiil,
pbut no half dozen men, 0o one hundred
men, nor two hundred men among the
Lntter-day Sainte would alone be nble

to complete this undertaking. It
| woult require united effort ob
the part of the . Ekiers and

women in Israel, All must con-
tribute ap far as their means would
allow, and those who were engaged in
the actual work of the building would
bave to labor with all their might, It
would be a standing source of regret
for years to come if this work which
they bad covenanted with God to con-
summate within n certain perfod was
not accomplishéd. The Presidency of
the Church had called upon Bishop
John R. Winder to superintend this
labor, and it waa a duty of which he
could well be proud—that of seeling the
finishing touches put upon this House
of God. He feft to give Brother Win-
der his faith and prayers, as well as of
his means; and if the subseription
which be had already given was not
sufficient and further help were
pneeded, e himsell would gladly yield
more.

It was n very serivus matter for
them to make a covenant with the
Lord, to promise to doa thing, and
then fail to do it. We were told in the
scriptures that ‘“to whom much isgiven,
of bim much shall be required;’” and if
we had much light given unto us and
many blessings from the Lord, and
then did not live any better that those
who did not possess them, we would be
under greater condemnation. He felt
satisfied, however, that in this instance
the Latter-day Baints would be true to
their coveuant, and that the Temple
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would be rendy for dedication at the
next April Conference.

The sapeaker read (rom the 58th sce-
tion of the Book of Doctrineand Cov- "
enants, verges 26.to 33. We had here,
be said, the admonition from our Hexz-
venlyFather that we must bring forward
much righteousness of our own free
willand not wait to be commanded.
He trusted that the Saints would not
wait to be *drummed up’’ hy the
Bishops of their respective wards in
this matter., There had been a great
many promises made hy God to this
people which wers to be fulfilled upnn
their headr; but these had been made
upon certnin conditione. If we ful-
filled the law upon which the blessing
was prediecated we would obtain that
hlessing; but I we expected to receive
the blessings promised In these Tem-
ples we must perform our part in bhelp-
ing to build them, by paying our tithes
and cfferings. One of the conditions-
upon which a A was permitted to
enter into a Teraple wus that he zhould
be faithful in the payment of his tith-
ing, which would enable him Lo obtain
a recommend toenter into these Houses
of the Lord.

Ifn man had not heen a tithepayer
he was not entitled to this privilege.
If, then, wa wished for the blesslnge of
the Temple we tnust rulfil the law of
tithing. He bad heard rome people
complain against this requirement,
s .ying that the Gospel should be free
to all, He himself was of a practical
turn of mind, and his own view was
this—that those individuals who des
pired to have the blessings of the Tein-
ple without paying their share towards
its erectlon were dishonest, hecause
they wished to appropriate the labors
of others. They might take the forty
thousand or more persong who were
present at the recent laying of the cap-
stone, and with all their combined:
help, without a little raith attucbed,that

oint would never have been reached.

et those, be urged, who had been
careless or indifferent hitherto in re=
gard to this matter at onge seek to re-
form, keep the commandments of
God, perform the labors devolving
upon them faithfully, and they would
be forgiven for past neglect. Let al}
such “turn overa new leat?’ and en-
deavor to fully qualify and prepare
themselves to recelve the biessings of
God in this His holy Temple when it
waa completed,

The Latter-day Saints helieved In.
bapttsm for the dead, in salvation for
those who had died without n knowl-
edge of the Gospel—that all "buman
beings sbould have the éjrivi]ege of
recelving or rejecting the (Gospel, The
speaker here read from the 76th aection
of the Doctrine and Covenants and sdid
he had heard it advanced hy some
persone, in oppoaltion to tbe ordlnance
of baptism for the dead, that this was
an absurd doctrine. Why, the very
foundation-stone upvn which the
Christinn religion rested was the
vicarious work which Jesus Christ
Himself performed for us. He came
on enrth and was crugified for our sioe;.
He ]aid down His very life in our be-
half. The whole fundumental system,
of Christianity rested upon the vi-
carious work of Chriet. Apostle Grant
referred to the vast amount of time-
and [abor thut had been expended by
the Latter-dsy Balnts in the complla.,
tlen of genealogical records -



