tion in the kingdom of God on high.
Brother Hyde has just said that itis very
important that wo keep and walk in the
trie channel, in order to avoid Lhe sand-
bars. 'This istrue. Thechannel is here.
The holy Priesthood is here.

“I was presont with Joseph when an
holy angeP from God came down from
heaven and conferred ol us, or restored
thie lesser or Aaronie Priosthood,and said
to us, at the saume titne, that it should ro-
maitn upon the carth while the earth
stands,

#T was also present with Joscph when
the higher or Melchisedek Priesthood
was conferred by holy angela from on
high. This Priesthood woe then conferred
on cach other, b’y the will and connmand -
ment of God. This Priesthood, ns was
then declared, is also to remain upon the
carth until tho last remunant -of time.
This holy Priesthood, or authority, wc
then eonferred npon nuny, and is just as
good and valid as thongh God had donc
it in porson.

“I laid my hands npon that man—ycs
I Iaid my right haud opon his hea
{pointing “to Brother Hyde), and T con-
ferred upon him this Priesthood, and he
holds that Priesthood now.  Io was also
calle<t through me, by the prayer of faith,
an Apostie of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Baon afterwards Oliver Cowdery was
rebaptized, but while making prepara-
tions to come to Utah, he was sudden-
ly stricken with death in Richmoand,
Mo., March 8rd, 1850. Elder Phinslias
H. Young, who was present wheu he
died, testifies:

H[[ig last monicnts were spent in boar-
ing testimony of the truth of the Gospel
rovenled throngh Joseph Smith, and the
Eowcr of the lIoly P’riesthood which he

ad vecoived Lhirough bis administra-
tion.”

Dvid Whitmar, who died in Rich-
mond, Mo,, Jiu. 2ith, 1338, was also
true to his testimony until the last, al.
though he never unpited himself with
the Church afier his excommuuication
in 1833, During the last few  yoira of
hig life e was frequently visited by
represeutatives of the press aud many
athers, to whom he woul 1 always hear
strong and faithful festimonies of the
diviuity of the Biok of Mornsn.

On one occasion when the report
reachoed him that he was accusel by a
certain party of having denied his
former testimony, he wrote the follow-
ing, whieh was-published in the Rieh-
lllslolld. (Mo.) Cwnservator of Mireh 25,

at: :

“Unto all Nations, Kindreds, Tongues
and Peopls,nuto whom these presents
shall come:

YIt having been represented by one
fohn Murphy, of Polo, Caldwoll County,
Missouri, that 1, In & conversation with
bitn last summer, denied my testimon
a3 one of tho Three Witnesses of tho Boo
of Mormon.

“To the end, fherefore, that e may
understand me now, if he did not then;
and thitt the world may know the truth,
I wish now, standing a8 it were, in the
very sunset of life, and in the fear of
Gad, once for all to make this public
statemont:

‘“Fhat I have never at any time denied
that testimony or any part thoereof, wiich
has 80 long since been published swith
that book, nsone of the Three Witnegses,
Thoso who know me best, well Know that
I have always adhered to that testimony.
And that no man may be misled or doubt
mg present views in regard to the same,
I do again aflirm the trath ofall my state-
monts as then niade an 1 pablisbesd.

‘110 that hath an.ear to hear, lct him
heary it was no delusion; what Is written
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lis written, and he that readeth let hiwn
L * Ll * *

understand. *

“In the Spirit of Christ, who hath gaid:
‘Follow thon me, for I amn the life, the
light and the way,! I submit this state-
ment to the world; God in whom T trust
being my judge as to the sincerity of my
motives and the fuith and hope thatis
i e of eternal life.

“My sincere desire is that the world
may be henelited by this plain and sim-
ple statement ol the truth.

“Andall the honor to the Father, tho
Son, and the Holty Ghost, which i3 oue
God. Amen!

Davic WHITMER, SiN,

RIicEMOND, Mo., March 19, 15381,

Three dayz before his death Mr.
Whitmer called his family and some
friends to his bedside and addressing
bimself to the atteuding physicinn,
said:

“iDr. Buchanan, I waut you to say
whether ot not Lawmn in my right mind,
befdro I give my dying testimony.”

“The doctor answered: ‘Yos, you are
ia yonr right mind, for I bave just had
a conversation with youn.’

“IHe then addrossed himnsell to all
around his bedsido in these words: ‘Now
you mnust all be faithiful in Chrisy, T want
to say to you #ll, the Bible and the rocord
of the Nephites (Book of Mormon} is
trug, 8o you can suy that vou bave heard
me bear niy testinony on my death-bed.
All be faithful in Christ, and your reward
will be daccordmg lo your works. God
bless you all. My trust js in Christ for-
aver, worlds without ond. Amen.’’* *

Marlin Harris also absented himselr
from the Chureh for many years, but
was always true to his testimony in
regard to the Book of Mormon. He
inally emigrated to Utah, arriving in
Halt Liake City August 30, 1870, in care
of Ilder Edward Stevenson. He lo-
eated in 8 nithfisld, Cache County
and later in Clarkston, where he diac
July 10, 1875, being nearly ninety-three
years of age.

A fow hours befure his death, when
prostrated with great weakness, Bishop
Simon 8mith came iuto his room;
Martin Harvisstretched forth hiis hauds
to salute him and said, “*Bishop, T nm
going.?” The Bishop told him that he
had symething of Importance to tell
him in relation to the Brok of Mor-
nion, which was to be pullished in the
Spanish language, by the request of
[ndiaus in Central America. Upon
hearing this, Martin Harris brightened
up, his pulsation improved, and, al-
though very weak, he bagan to talk as
lie formerly had done previous to his
sipkness. He cunversed for abont two
hours, and it seemed that the mere
mention of the Book of Mormon put
new life into him.

It will also be remembered that Mar-
tin Harris, aoon after his arrival in
Utah, spoke to a large congregation of
Saints and strangers in the Tabernacle
in Balt Lake (ity, where he bore n
faithful testimony to the truth of the
Book of Mormon.

Also the eight witnesses, whose testi-
mony is published in the Book of Mor-
mon after the testimony of the three
witnesses, romained true to their testi-
moules until the luast; they are all dead
now.

THUE SIGN¥3 FOLLOWING TIHE RE-
LIEV ERS.

Tu Ducember, 1830, a few months
after the Clhurch was organized in
Fayette, N. Y., with six members,
the following predictions were made:
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“I give unto thec a commandment, that
thou sbalt baptize by water, and thoy
shall receive t};lG Holy Ghost hy the lay-
lng on of hands, oven as the Apostles ol
old, * 7 * For I am UGod, a-d
mine arm is not shortencd; and I will
show mircacles, gigne and wonders unto
all those who bolieve on my name. Awnld
whoso shall ask it in my namne in faith,
lthey sliall east out devile; they shall heal
the sick; they shall caiise the blind to re-
cetve their sight, xnd the deaf to hear, and
the dumb to speak, and the lame to walk;
and the time speedily cometh that great
things are to be shown forth unto the
o;bioldren of men."—Doc. & Cov. xxxv:
15-10.

Again, in Beptember, 1832, in a
revelation given to Joseph Smith and
six Elders, ‘‘as they uuveiled their
‘hearts and lifted their voices on
high,’? the followiug glorious promises
were made:

“Therefore, as T said unto minc Apos-
tles I say unto you again, that overy soul
who believeth on your words, and is bup-
tized by water for tho romission of sins,
shall recocive the lloly Ghost; and these
signs shall follow them (hal bolieve In
my name thoy shall do many wonderful
works; in 1ny namo they shall cast out
devils; in my name they shall heal the
sigk; in ny name they shall open the
eyes of the blind, and unstop the ecars of
the doaf; and the tongne of the dumb
sball apeak; and if any man shall ad-
minister poison anto them it shall not
hart them; and the poison of a serpeut
shall not have powor to harm them.
Doc. and Cov., 84, 84-72.

If Joseph Bmith had been an impostor
and bis revelations cunsequently mnot
genuine, would he have dared to make
promises like those contained in the
foregoing? Could anything have
proveu mote dlsastrous to his schemes
than to promise people gifts which
were not in hls power to give? If hie
was not a servant of God would he not
studiously have avoided to conuect the
Lord with avy of his achemes in such
a way¥? Could he imagine that God
wou ld sanction his doings by pouring
out his gifts nud blessings upon people
who were being deceived by a wicked
lmposto1? Certainly not. If Joseph
8.nith was pot called of God he would
have had to re-echo the old, old sec-
tarian song from the dark agee: These
thinga (the gifts and blessings follow-
ing the Leliever) have ceased, becange
they are no louger necessary. Itisa
well known fact thal the Bigns whieh
were promised by the Bavior and
enumerated in Bt. Mark, 16th chapter,
17:h and 18th verses, did follow the be-
lievers, The Acts of the Apostles are
full of examples of this kind. Tt is also
a kuown fact that when Christianity
in the days of Constantine the Great,
and later became mixed up with Pagan-
ism and was then made the State Rellg-
lon of the Roman empire, and the y vo-
ple were compelled at the elge of the
sword to accept it, that these signa id
not fullow the mombers of this false
chiurch. But when the clergy, in
order 1o blind the masees, told the

people that the reason why the
members did mnot enjoy theso
blessings, as in former yenars, was

that they were no louger necessaly,
they told a delilierate fulsehcod. The
real canse was that this apostate
chureh had ¢‘transgrested the law,
chauged the ordinances and broken the
everlasting covenant,”’ and that Ciirist

did not recognize this new form of fo-

"ealled Christianity as His doctrines of



