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&7 AND 56
Anniversary Exercises in Honor of

President Wilford Woodruff
and his Wife Emma.

BIRTADAY ANNIVERSARY.

You are pordialiy invited to attend
A Foecial Gathering,
0 celebrate the

g7th Appiversary of my Birthday,
and the 66:h of my wife, Einma,

to be held in the
Annex of -the 8alt Lake Temple,
Monday, Feb. 26, 1854,
at 1l p. m.

{Signed) WILroRD WoODRUFF.

W, Woodruff, born March 1, 1807.
E. Woodruff, born March 1, 1838,

Buoh was the invitation which drew
gomewhat more than two hundred
pecple—relatives; co-laborers  and
friends of the esteemed couple—to the
precinots of the beantiful Temple yes-
terdny afternoon. It is needless to say
that few who received it failed in ifs ag-
.ceptance—or that,had it been issued to
hundred times as maby,there would not
have been many vacaot places. Room
was the only limit to the hospitality of
the aged President, who pleasantly
remarked that wheress he had previ.
.ously found his own home totally in-
adeqguate to the acoommodation of
those whom he wished to see on such
oeosslons, he now was convinoed that
at lenat a Ave-acre lot would be neces-
saty, it he invited all whom he desired
to welcome.

The {feature of the event was the
entire absence of formality; all were
atged to feel free and were made to
tejolce in the hearty cotdinlity and
warm friendship that prevailed. The
honored host was full of vivacity and
blessings, aad through all the ad-
dresses there ran aspirit of the most
unstilied congratulation, comiort and
£ood oheer.

Bhortly after one o’clock President
Woodruff called the assembly to order,”
extended greetings and welcome,
thanked his friends for their presenoe
and hoped for their enjoyment dur-
ing the exzercises nbout to begin.
Muosic was Bweetly furpished by
the Temple ohoir, after which Presi-
dent George Q. Cannon offered prayer.
More einging followes, and then
came brief addresses ty Preasidents
L.orenzo Bnow and Joseph F. Smith.
Allusion was made to the almost
miracufous preservation of President
Woodruft’s life through varlous aoci-
dents and dangers, to hia restoration
from his latest severe sickness when all
human hope of his recovery seemed to
have fled, to bis blameless life, his in-
tegrity for truth, his untiring labors in
the oauge of righltecusness.

The following tong written by Elder
H. W. Naisbitt was then given by the
veteran songster, Elder Wililam C.

Dunbar, to the tune of *Auld Lang
Syne,” the audieuce jolvloyw iu the
chorue: .

‘When pura allection stirs the henrt
And wakes ifs brightest thought;

When righteons impulse bids ne sturt,
We tender then ungought—

Our hands to greet. our Hips to speak,
Qur words as ceals of fire,

Prayer soars beyond the mountaln peak,
Love doth the soul inapire.

CHORUS :(—
Then sing with right good will,
Qur hearty welcome bere;
God bless cur aged President,
1'o llve fOor MALY & year.

Today ihis thonght reigne here, whilo ‘we
In friendehip meet as one, :
To groet our Presidbnt, that he
tHath one more birthday won!
That ns a Patriarch he stands
And bears his weight of years;
White Israel with uplifted hands
Befoxre the Lord appears;

To supplicate for lengih of days.
While peace shall spread ita wings,

And bless the wife whose pleasant waya
Her warm attachment bringa.

Bless Thou, (* Lord, Thy servunt suli,
Whose history links 1 he past,

With all that makes the present thrill.
Then crown him Thine at lasi!

A reeling nddress by Elder Franklin
D. Righards upon the themes already
alluded to, and in gentle and affection-
ate phrase, was followed by the reading,
by Sister Emmeline B, Wells, of the
following poem composed by Bister
Emily Hill Woodmanegee:

EXFRESSION OF ESTELM.

'Tig It thnt loving friends should bring,
Sweet floral otterings fresh and gay;
'Tig fit that Zion's bards should sing,
A jubilant and festive lay
On Wiltord Woodraff’s nata] day.

Or rich, or poor, whate’er thelr sphere—
Honor to whom 18 henor due;

Honor to God’a anolinted seer!
Honor to Zion's chieftain truel
May graclous heaven his strength renew.

' An Israelte devoid of guile,”
T9 hon sty jteell akin;
Noble his record, clear and clean
Through mary loug decades of trial,
Through many & soul-appalling acene.

Born in a most important time,
Number’d amongst a chosen few—
Sent down to 11 & role sublime—
A gloriens, marv'loas work to do;
Parlaining to &n era new.

A dispenesation long desired,
And waited for by seers of old;

A dispensatlon thst required
The nobhlést splrits brave and bold,
To Btorm Tradition's powerful hold.

Joseph, the youthful Prophet, had |
s0re need of herows in the flsld;

Who in the Gospel armor clad,
Inapired with faith and light revealed,
Yought for the Truth, and would not yield.

Fnith, steadfnst faith, was unsabdacd—

* Uncongueved and unlerrified,

When howling mobs, the Saints parsted,
And dealt distress on ev'ry side
And drove them 1o these valleya wides.

These shelter'd valleys fajr and broad,
‘Lhat n¢’er shakl be the foeman’s spolt,

Here In thia refuge, long nntrod—

Our Hero firak upturn’d the spd—

And planted seed in virgin soil.

The wilderness is nowhere seen.

The desert 18 rédeemed from drought,
Her summer robes of emerald green

Are rich and beantiful thronghout;

The source of blepsings, who can doubt?

ression’s hand a0 oft apralsed

o vex or put the Saints to flight,
1g turn’'d agiwde, the Lord be praised,
Who from the gloom evolveth light
And ordercth everything aright,

s p—
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»Amld the monnplain tops’ helcld!
The Temple towers safute the sky;
The angel 1ifte his trump of gold,
And sends afar the warning cry—
“Repent, the judgmen t hour 18 nigh.”

*Tis written, *judgment shall hegin,

At God's own sacred house,' and hence
A part of Balk'lon’s strife and din,

Trouble and woe and dire suspense,
K’en Zion's children needs must sense.

The prophecics we gee fulfllled .,
The 10ng predicled woes appear;

The stouteést hearts, the sirongest wilied,
And mightiest nations quake for fesr;
Zion's redemption drawsih near.

All Zion’s friends should now rejolce,
Bo sottened are her waning rocs.
Hosanng sing with heart and voice,
For favors that the Lord hestows
Upon tne people of His choice.

Pegce shall descend lke heavenly dew,
And on our host and hoatess rest:

Forever shall their joye aceruae,

Yen, for the good they’ve done, &nd do,
Truly they are and ghall be blest.

Oh, may we all, as in the past,
However tried by needtil cares,

Uling to the truth and hol « it tast,
Lest peradventure, unnwares,

We'll lose “the priceiess peart’’ at last

Narrow “the way” and strait indeed,

Yet wheretore should we be cast down?
zod 18 our heip in times of need '
And fttingly 'us thus decreed—

Endurance wins the promised crown.

President George . Caunon was the
next speaker. He referred to the depth
of the love that existed between Pres-
ident Woodrutf and sl who had ever
been called to associate with him, to
hie guflelessness, his honesty, his con-
slderation for others’ jeeiings and
views, and to the great blessings that
had come to Israel through his min-
istrations and preservation.

President W oodruft himself followed.
He observed that his brethren had snid
a greatdenl about his virtnes but mot
one word as to bls imperfectiona—
whioh he koew he had, like all other
morttals, From cne part of their testi.
mony, however, he ielt that he might
not deviafe in the slightest degree, and
that was their allusicn to the power of
(God that bad preserved and sustained
him. To Him he felt to give the
glory; and as to whether his remain-
ing iime on earth should be brief or
extended, he had no desires save that
all of it should be empluyed in Gou’s
service. Hia remarks were full of
ptomiss and ipspiration, and they
wete listened to with the profonndest
interest,

Bister Bathsheba W. Smlith oalled.
attention to the historical ingident,and
testifed of it, thatso far as ehe Enew
Prestdeut Woodruff and herself were
the only living persons who hbad re-
peived their endowments under the
personal authority and adminiatration
of the Prophet Joseph Bmith in
Nauvoo.

Tu announcing intermission for re-
freshments, President Cannon teguests
ed more musle, after which Bishop
John R. Winder led the way to the
dining room. The arrangements for
this part of the program were effect-
jvely planned and splendidly ocarried
out. The food and frult were abundant
and in variety and excellence Bll that
the most exacting taste gonld ask. The
lupch was gerved to the guests by
about a score of young men and wo-
men without the least confusion and
with admirable celerity. These and
all the other arrangements of the oo-
Caston were under the direct sugervis-
fjon of Bishop Winder.

Leaving the relreshment hall, the
party reassembled in the lower room Lo
listen to further musio asd speeches.
Elders Heber J. Grant, George God-
dard, M. W. Merrili, Ezra T. Clark
apd A, H. Cannon made brief remarks,
Elder Clark’s testimony being partica-
larly impressive from the fact that he
was present at the meetinyg after the



