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WORDS OF WISDOM

the habits and methods thehe social
economics the industrial drifts the
religious theories and assumptions of
society are all soBO many topics of con

aerationderation for the observer and the
studenttudent not asae a matter of sentiment

alone but because these carry influ-
ence and hebe isin passive or active totg the
prevailing spirit such an one may
note things which to him are not the
best which are inconsistent and in-
juriousindividualsarlous perperhapshapp but his criticism of
individuals possesses limits particular-
ly in this country where each one
claims sovereignty and that unre-
strained liberty of personality voiced in
the vulgar expletives 111I1 shall do just
as I1 darned please what are you
going to do about Wit 111 etc

even should habit degenerate into
repulsive exhibition into absolute im-
morality unreachable by law interfer-
ence would in at likely be regiresidedeted and
family life would have to submit totitot e
example of the the profane
marman the idler or the
content to create its own safeguardsfafeeafe guards
and leaveleava the neighbor to his own
sweet will nor can society at large
protect itself save by withdrawing its
countenanceig or barring its rate
even if in doing so a thousand similar
peccadilloes are condoned provided
they are secret and do notdot obtrude
themselvestheme elves on the public gaze society
itself changescha and the standard of
today tola suggestive of more restraint
than in years ago the ideal man tois
not now the one who can drink the
most wine nor are the excesses or im-
moralities of the young man sheltered
asan readily as of old under the pleapies that
he is engaged in sowing hisbis wild
oata iwhilechile he may have thellentree JI

into what are deemed irreproachable
circlesoi all offenses are considered as

under the rosellroselliI

if neither criticism by the individ-
ual nor by society tois allowable where
isin the remedy then for abuses for
violation of the decalogue or other
positiveetive standard of right orrshallhall we look to the public press as to
the censor of personal or community
misdoing will it stand by the truth
and righteousness or tois it deemed
guilty of innovation when it rebukes
hypocrisy and sin and whips the
naked rascal round the the world
alsoalas the press itself is honeycombedhoney combed
with venal ityl its interests and sub
sidlesdidies favor corruption save where this
is exhibited so flagrantly that lack of
common t might convey the Impimpression
that it wasa partakerpirtaker of other mens
sinsbins no the press tois not immacu-
late it reflects the bestbefit and worst
features of society it covers up party
malfe mance and it claims immunity
irom libel when excoriating an op-
ponent bybyanan unblushing assumption
of interest in truth

but a condition lais possible where otali
these forces can work harmoniously
for individual good audand for the crea-
tion of a community ideal both based
upon the observantvanee of good cornsicounsel1
on an appreciation of law on a recog-
nition of authority and of unmistak-
able interest individually and collect-
ively as suggested by revelation and
sustained by insinspirationalpi rational force in the
hearts of all believerbellevenw in this aspect

of thinthingsgF whitwhat to the world would be
intrusive criticism here would spring
from the thought of interested brother-
hood and comment upon the habitshabile
weaknesses and tendencies of the
community c uld grow from jealous
love and regard for its moral financial
or spiritualespiritual healhealthth for each componecomponentn t
part of the body might beasbe as sensitive
to conditions as is the physical to an
aching tooth a crushed toe or a felon
on the finger the press of
such a people would of neces-
sitysity be the conservator of every
interest diverse though these might
be atwouldit would be a corrector an edu-
cator an adviser its spirit of rebuke
would not be misunderstood for it
would bethebe the rebuke of a friend and

without deceit like the kisses of an
enemy WeakweaknessesLesses failings and
even wrongdoing while deprecated
and uncovered would be subject to the
loving desire for reformation according
to an enlarged and intelligent repent
ance true society would grow into
an unbroken unity and universal re

of tollyfolly evil or
would demonstrate the quality of

both seed and soil iniii the production of
what the prophet called plants of
lenojenowwuLi 11 or there would come the
rorevelationon of that assurance from a still
higher authority every plant that my
heavenly father hathbath not planterplanted
chall be rooted ulu 1

this is the only legitimate higher
criticism because it works for the sal-
vation of humanity for the redemption
of man anddd the consummation of
a prophetic condition of society called
zion where worldly selfishness and
perapersonalonal advantage shall cut no
claure 1 in private or public life but
laymen and officials of all grades from
understood common interest I1 shall
sasanctifynotify by righteousness and justicenotice
their position on the earth

may it be said that these thoughts
come from present stringent conditions
and that a rehearsal of present counsel
and a portrayal of deviation is un
welcome to the people called latter
day saints this cannot btbe 1 IJOfirstrot
principlesan P P have a flavor about tthemhem
which is ever enjoyable and if this is
enhanced by times of anxiety and diffi-
culty no apologies need be used for
their presentation

the word of wisdom as origin-
ally given to the saints was not by
way of constraint or command-
ment in later times it has
been reviewed authoritatively as
a commandment which very
many honor particularly the
young but the consumption of
toislea is yet great in utah and it we
allow that one third of this importa-
tion can be credited to those not in thete
church careful investigation shows
that its members use about one hun-
dred and seventy five thouthousand pounds
per annum at a cost in round numbers
of over forty thousand dolldoharrarp while
the consumption of coffee on the same
average reacha three hundred and
twenty five thousand poundspound satat a coetcod
of forty five thousand dollarsdollare lucal
expenses furfor tobacco plug cut and
cigarettescigarette amounts to over beigheightyty five
thousand dollars or combining these
three articles the latter day saints of
utah spend no leesleas than one hundred
and seventy thousand dolldollarearp or by
adding the country north of salt lake
city the aggregate is not far from a

quarter of a million dollars annually
for three articles deemed non essen
bial injurious and forbidden by their
religion

if we were called upon to pay SIMan
annual tax of thisthie magnitude thespirit of rebellion would assert itself in
unmeasured terms but inasmuch as
we tax ourselves we do so complacently
and with excuses and apoloapologistsapologiasgits which
only testify to the fact that we are
conscious olourof our weakness and andul
genoegence at the behest of fashion or cus-
tom or habit we cannot blame theimporter or the merchant both y bid
to the law of demand and supply and
many of the latter wwhobo sell these arti
cles wish in all good conscience that
lesslem and less was sold they know
that the means spent for these would
not be hoardedboarded but something moreinore
beneficial would come to the families
of this favored territory

elowbow would a years abati ence frovafrom
these articles do for israel if it were
spontaneous and universal for twelve
short mouthsmonths howbow many debts might
be paid and obligations wiped away
would the public health suffer would
morality virtue faith religion be
come of less value or be lesslees activenay would not the community be im-
proved would not the example ofsacrificenacrince have its weight and if aaars trial proved its value might
not this become a permanent thing inthe midst of a really progressive
people

then if the use of liquor and beerbeair
could be dispensed with by members
of the church for some use them is itnot possible that there would be more
strength in other directions self
conquest is the mightiest of all viovie
doriee and while none would desire to
have life shorn of any of its comforts
even if only traditional ones is notdotcompensation po sibleelble from increaseincreasedd
enjoyment of the legitimate and goroodod
and does not this constitute thetheessenessen
bial spirit of words of wisdom given
by the fathers who have lallen
asleep and by their successors inthis peculiar nay this extra thought
ful time

LETTER FROM PALESTINE

HAIFA palestine july 24 1893 inmy last letter I1 gave a brief account of
my journey asaa larfar as naples italy I1will continue fromrom there in this one

Nnaples Isleaa large fine city hasbaa a
number of attractions and places of
interest in looking over my guide
book I1 was surprised to findfina that itsita
population was greater than that ofromeborne being a little over half a mil-lion while rome hasbaa but I1waswaa obliged to remain in naples
threetaree daysdaya before I1 could get a ship for
palestine soBO I1 had opportunityappon unity to visit
the places of note which I1 did with
some difficulty not being able
to speak one word of italian
sunday may the I1 was
taken OD board the opharahirthis waswae an english vessel with about
a thousand english passengers on their
way to australia there was alinea one
oreorchestrabettra furnished by the boat owners
along who made very nicedies music for
us A piano and other instruments
being on board enabled us to have con-
siderablesid erable entertainment in the musical
line one night we hadbad a very good tl
coubert which lasted two orok three
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