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WORDS OF WISDOM ?

The babite and methods, the social
econom!ce, the jodustrial driftes, the
religious theoties and assumptions of
soctety, are all s0 many topies of con-
slderation for the obaerver and the
student, oot ne A matter of sentiment

nlone, but because these carry fiuflu.
ence, aud he |8 paesive or actlve to the
prevailing spirit. Buch abn one mny
pote things which to blm are oot the
best, which are inconsistent and in-
jurlous perhape; but bhila criticlsm of
{odividuales porsesces limits, particular-
ly in this country where each ope
clpime sovereignty and that uonre-
strained liberty of personnllty voleed in
tbe vulgar expletives, ¢:I shall do just
a8 I darned pleaze;?’ ‘*Wbhat are you
going to do about 117 ete.

Even should buabit degenerate jnto
repulsive exbibition, into nbeolute im.
meuralily unreachable by law, interfer-
ence would m sl likely he resicted, and
family life would have to submit lott e
example of the drunxerd, the profane
mun, the idler, or the irreligiontet,
content to creale Its own enfeguards
and ““leave the neighbor to blse own
sweet will.?> Nor can sgelely at large
protect itself save by withdrawing ite
countenance, or barring Its wutes,
even it in doing so a thousand similar
peceadilloes are condoned, provided
they are secret and do not obtrude
themselves on the publle geze. Buolety
fteelf changee, and the standard of
foday 18 puggestive of more restraint
than Ip years ago., The fdea! man e
not now the one who can drink the
most wine, not are the excesses or 1m-
moralllies of the young man sheitered
ns readily ae ol old, under tbe plea thsat
he }s engaged In ‘‘sowing bis wild
oats,”? while he mny bave the*‘entree’?
into whut are desmed Irreproacbable
olroles, all offenses are consldered ap
t‘ynder the rosel?’

If neitber criticlsm by tbe Individ-
usl nor by esociety 1s allowable, where
in the remedy t(ben for sbuseb, for
violation of the decalogue or other
poeitive standurd of rivht or wrone?
Bhall we look 10 the publio press as to
the censor of personal or commuunity
misdoing? Will it stand by the truth
and righteousness? Or s it deemed
gullty of innovation when it rebukes
bypoeriay and sin, and “whipe the
naked rasonl round the the world?*
Alap, the press Hiaeif 18 honey-combed
with venality! Ita Jnterests snd sub-
sldles favor corruption, rave where thir
is exbibited po flagrantly that lack of
commer t might convey the imprersion
that it was *'a partaker of other men’s
sins.’? No, the prees ls not Immacu-
late. It reflects the best and Wworst
features of society. It coversup party
malfeavance; and it claims immunity
jrom libe]l whben excoriating an op-
pooent by an unblusbivy asrumption
of Intere«t in truth. i

But n eondition is possible where all
tbese forces can work bmrmoninusly
for indiviiual good, and for the orea-
tion of a commuunity idenl, both based
upon the observance ot good eouner],
on an appreciation of law, on a recog-
nition of asuthority, and of unmistai-
able interest individuaily and collect-
ively, as suggested hy revelation and
pustained by Inepiraiional forev in the
henrte of mll bellevers, In tbis aspect

of thinge, what to the world would be
intrusive criticlam, bhere would spting
from Lbe thought of interested brother-
hood, and comment upon the habits,
weaknesses and tendencles of the
community e uld grow from Jealous
love and regard for ite moral, financial
or spirltusl health, for each cnmponent
part of the body might be as pensitlve
to copditiones se is the physical to an
acbing tooth, n crusbhed toe, or a felon

on the fionger., The Press of
such a people would of peces-
rity be the conservator of every

fnterest, diverss though Lhese might
be. ltwould be a corrector, an edu-
cator, an adviser; lts splirit of rebuke
would nut be mipunderstood, for it
would be the rebuke of s friend, anou
“without decelt?® Hko **the kisses of an
enemy!’”? Weakuesses, failings and
even wrongdolng, while deprecated
and uncovered, would be subjeet to the
loving desire for reformatinn according
to an enlarged and intellluent repent
ance, Truesoclety would grow |nto
an pobroken unity, nod universal re-
linguisbment of fully,evil or unwis-
dom, would demonsirate the quaiity of
hoth seed and suil 1o the production of
what the prophet called ‘‘plants of
renowu;’’ or there would come the
revelation of lhat assurance from s stil]
higber authority, **every plant that my
Heavenly Father bath npot gplanted
shail be 1o0led u I*?

This is the only legitimate “higher
oriticiem,?” because it works for the sal-
vation of humaniry, for the redemptlon
of man, and the consummation of
a prophetic cotdition of enciety ealled
Zion, where worldly selfisbness and
peraonal advantage shall *‘cut no
fleure?® in private or public life, bat
taymen and ofliciais of all gtades, from
understood common lnotetest, shall
sanoctify by righteousners and justice
their position on the earth.

May It be sald that these thoughts
come from preesent stringect conditione,
and tbat a relieareai of present counsel
and a portrayai of deviation is un-
weleome to the people ocalled Latter.
dsy Buinie? This cannot be; “‘first

principles?” have a flavor about them
which is ever enjoyahle, and if this is
enhanced by times of anxlety and difti-
cuity, no apologies need be used for
their presentation.

The **Word of Wiadom,*’ as origin-
ally given to the Baints, was ‘‘not by
way of constraint or command-
ment:** in later times it has
been reviewed authorilatively aa
a evmmandment wbich very
masny bonoor, partieularly  ibe!
youny. But the conpeuwmptivn of
lex |8 yet great in Utab; and H1 we
nllow that one-third of this imperta-
tion can be ¢redited to those not in the
Chureh, careful investigation showe
that its members use about one hun-
dred and seventy-flve thousanu pounds
per anoum, st a cost in round pumbers
of over forty thourand doliare; while |
the consumption of coffee on the snme
aversyv reach's tbree bundred and
twenty-five thousand pounds‘at a cust
of foriy-five thousand doliars. Luycal
expenses fur tobaceo {plug, cut anu
clgareties) smounte to over vighty-Hye
thousand dollars; or combiniog these
three articles, the Latter-day Salnte of
Utab ppend no less than one hundred
nod peventy thousand dollars, or hy
addiog the eountry north of Salt Liake
City, the myggregate I8 notfar {fom a

quarter of s million dollare annually
for three articles deemed non-epsen.
tial, injurious and forbldden by thelr
religion,

Lf we were called uponto pay ap
annual tax of this magoitude, the
spirit of rebelllon would essert iteelf ip
unmeasured terms; but inasmuch ag
we tax oursel ves, we do 50 complacently
and with excures and apologlis which
only testify to the fact tbat we are
consvlous ofour weakness and indul.
¢gence at Lbe bebest of fasbjon or cus.
tom or habit, We canpot blame the
importer or the merchant. Bnth y:uid
to the law of demand and supply, and
many of the latter whosell theee artl.
cles wish Jn wil good ecossclence that
iese and less was sold. They kpow
thut the means sapent for these wouly
oot be hoarded, hut something more
benefloinl would ecome to the familjes
of Lhis favored Territory.

How wonld a year’s abatl ence fropy
these articies do for Ierael? If it werg
sponlaneous and unlversal for twelve
short months, bow many debts might
be paid and obligations wiped awguyp?
Would the public bealthsufter? Woylg
morality. virtwe, faith, religlon, be.
come of less vaiue or belers notivey
Nay, would oot theoommunity be im.
proved, would nDot the example of
sucritice bave itse weight? And if 4
yrar’s trial proved it value, might
oot this become a permeneot thing iy
the midst of a really progressive
people?

Then if {be uee of llquor and begr
could be dispepsed with by memberp
of the Cbureb (for some use them) 15 §y
not possible that there would be more
sirength in otber directions? Sujf.
couquest inthe mightiest ot nll vig.
tories; and while none wonld dewire g
bave lifeshotn of uny of Its comtorty
even if only travitions]l oues, is uo’t
cnmpensation pu-sible lrom loereaseq
epfoyment of the legitimate and yooy
and does not this constitute the esseg.
tial spirit of *Words of Wiedom?” givep
hy the fatbers who bave ‘‘lu]jap
saleep,’* and by their successors {p
ihis peoullar, ouy, this extra thougig.
ful time?

LETTER FROM PALESTINE,

Haira, Palestine, July 24, 1893, [
my kst jetter I gave a brlef nccount of
my Journey as tar a8 Naples, Italy, [
will cecniinue irom there 1o this ope,

Naples 1s u large, flne oity, has g
number of sttructlons saod places ot
interest, lu looking over my guide-
book I was surprised to find that its

opulation was greater thano that of

me, betug & Htlle over half a mi].
iinn, while Rome has but 400,000, |
was obiiged to remuin in Naples
toreedays before 1 could get aship tor
Palestine, so { bad opportunity to viejt
the places of note, which I aid with

some diffieuity, not belog abje
to uspesk one word of [talian.
Buuday, May the l4th, I wus

tuken on board Lbe stenmsbip Ophir.
This was an Englleb vessel wilb ubout
8 thousand KEogheh paesengers on thelr
way to Auetraba. There was a Hoe
orcbeetra furnisbed by ibe boat ow ners
alopg, who made very nice musio for
us. A plano and other jnstruments
Leing on board enabled ve to bave con-
siderable enterirRinment in the musieai
jine. One nigbt we had s very good
cobcert whieh lasted two or three



