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I can say, my brethren and sisters,that
it is with some degree of pleasure that I
have the privilege ot meeting with you
on this occasion. as it has been a num-
ber of years since I last met with you
We have all, no doubt, passed through
varied experiences since then. A num-
ber of us, to my certain knowledge,
have grown much older and greyer, il
not better; and I presume a large pro-
pottion of this congregation have grown
up irom comparative childhood to man
and womanhood since I was last here
and that to such I am comparatively a
stranger, and they straogers to me.
But I hope that we have grown, at least
a little, in the right direction during the
lapse of these years. 'Weare here upon
the earth for 1he purpose of growing, of
progressing, ol developing, and of tul
filling the measure of our mission upon
thig footstool of our Father. We are
born into the world in a very helpless
condition, one of great degent_ﬁlence and
ighorance. We have to begin at 1he
very foundation and learn all that we
know in the course of a lilelime. We
have not only to develop the body, but
also the mind, the spiritual or immortal
part; tor we are dual beings, possessirg
mortality and immortalty—a body ana
a spirit. ~ While the body may reach the
limit of its development ina few years,
the spirit is of a different character. I,
tos, may reach the limit of its dimien-
sions; but never perhaps wi'l it 1eacn to
the limit of its capacity to acquire knowl-
edge, power and understanding. There
is no limit to growth and development
in this direction, so far as we have any
knowledge; for there is no end to pro-
gression. God our !-*lc_aavenly Father is
still progressing. While He knows ali
that is, all that has been, and possibly
all things that He designs for the future
and what will be in the future, yet He is
constantly adding to His dominion, con-
stantly increasing His power, constantly
developing in His resources and in His
gloripus aspirations, This, at least, is
our understanding of the condition ol
.our Father in heaven. The thought has
been expressed and accepted as a truth,
that as we are now, God has been, and
as God is now we may be; and if we ad-
mil this tobe a truth—and [ have no
disposition to dispute it—then [ repeat
that even God our Heavenly Father has
not reached the ultimatum of His great-
ness, His power, or His capacity, but

that He is continually increasing and ex-
panding in power, in dominion, in glory
and in greatness, if I may be permitied
to use such terms as these which some
people who knew no better wouid call
blasp vemous, in connection with the Su-
preme Being, the Father of us all. All
ol us have had more or less experience
in the world; and from tlie time we were
born uniil now there has been opportu-
nity fur us to improve our mental and
spiritual condition, Lo enlarge ourselves,
inteliectuatly and spiritually, to increas=z
our powers of comprehenston and our
knowledge, and to profit by our exper-
tence in the world, Those of us who
have not improved our opportunities as
we should have done, ouglht to be
aroused, if possible, to renewed deter-
mination, 10 form resolutions that we
will begin again in the schoo! of life on
the road to spiritual and mental growth
and development in every way that is
good. The man who is still groveling
under the weaknesses of mortality
should resolve that from this time {orth
he will begin anew to try to rise above
those weaknesses. Let him pick out an
object in life if he can, for an example
unto himse f.  Let him study the charac-
ter and aurnbutes of that chosen exam-
ple, and see il it is not possible, weak
and prone as he is to evil, 10 overcome
his weaknesses, imperiections, and
burst the retters that bind him to these
groveling things, and rise atove them,
and emulalte tue example of one who is
more periect, more noble, and better in
sume 1l oot in every respect than he is.
Iy any man has been guilty in the past ot
doing wrong, iet him say at once, *]
will seek fur an exemplar, who will be
as a beacon hight 10 nie, 10 guide me in
the nght path, that heocelorth and for-
ever { m yise above the evil that [
have bren guilty of, and become a bet-
ter man toan I have ever been.” This
is the m.ssion that we have come to
talfili 1n the world. The man who
slackens his hold and loses heart in this
great ba tle of iife proves himself a cow-
ard in the pertormance of the great mis-
sion that he has come to fulfill. A man
suould determitne 1 his heart that he
will emutate the examiples of the good;
that he wili never cease to wry, and to
iry agamm, however oft he may fail in the
allempt, un u he shail attain to the high
mark he has set for himself, no matter
what the obsiacles may be. If a man
feels thus 1in bis heart, he " will succeed;
there will be no such word as fail in his
vocabulary. Tnuugh he may not sue
ceed at first, mor agaw and again, yet
each tume he does not succeed he will
gnin strenygih forthe next attempt. The
vlacksm:th's arni at first becomes weary
in wielding the hammer, but every biow
itstrikes prepares it beuer for the next,
and by and by it becomes strong and

well adapted to the labor which it has
to perform. So it will be with us in our
resolutions and determination to over-
come evil and to establish ourselves in
works of righteousness. As [ said be-
fore, we are here to progress and increase
in every good word and work. The purest
and best standard that has ever been
set for men in this world is the man
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.
He has given precepts and laws which
the world today, after eighteen hundred
years of experience and culture in read-
ing the word of God, still fail to com-
prehend or appreciaie. Some of the
most important principles laid down by
cur Savior and the most easilv to be
understood are today among the least
practiced and conceived of in their true
light by those who profess to be the
followers of the meck and lowly Jesus.
It is a comparatively easy thing for a
man to say he believes in God andin the
atoning blood of Jesus Christ, that he
believes in repentance of sin,in baptism
for the remission of sin, and in the lay-
ing on of hands for the gift of the Holy
Ghost. Itis apparently easy for a man
to progress thus far. But when it comes
to loving one's neighbor as oneself, it is
not so easy, Here we come to the
difficult hill to climb, where we find all
our powers taxed to the utmost to get
1o the top of it; and climbing as we may
have been for many years of our lives,
| will venture theassertion that we woke
up this morning and found ourselves
climbing still at the foot of the hill, we
have not even approached the summit.

For few men indeed, or women, even in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. can say truthfully, “I love my
neighbor as I love myselfl " We do not
as a rule love our neighbor as we love
ourselyes. Professor Holding once
said, ‘“*Of all my mother’s sons I love
myself the best.” So it is with God’s
children upon this eartn. Though our

Father has many oi them, and we are

all of one blood, and. we are members
perhaps of voe community, uf one taith

oelieving in one Godand in one Lord
Jesus Christ, yet each of us loves him-

self or hersell the best. This feeling
crops out in our daily life, in oiir hourly

association with each other. lttoo often

crops out even between husband and

wife; often between father and children,

and it is very prevalent among children.

Is this Christianity? Is this the doctrine

of Jesus Christ? Not according to the

way Iread the books and understand

the principles of life and salvation. The

scriptures tell us that we should preter

one another in love; that we should

yield our own comfort, our own con-

venience, our owna desires, our own

happiness to the desires, the comfort

and happiness of our neighbors,~to say

nothing of our kindred and loved ones.



