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ORIGIN OF THE AZTECS IN AMERICA.

A birch-bark manuscript, tow belng
examlned by the authorities of the
Smithsonian Institution at Washington
is likely to change the entire theory as
to the origin so far a8 America Is con-
cerned of the Autecs, held to be the
original Inhabitants of Mexico. FPro-
fegsor ‘Wariren K. Moorehead,
archaeologist of the Ohlo state univer-
gity and a man famous for belng versed
in Aztec lore and knowledge, makes
this article the first accurate statement
and the only one regarding the manu-
seript, which was discovered by a work-
man at Faivfleld, Iowa.

Despite his learning regarding the
Heroglyphics in  which the Aztecs
transmlitted their history from genera-
tion to generatlion, Professor Moorehead
has been unable to satiafactorily de-
cipher the inscription upon the birch
bark. For this reason he forwarded the
manuscript to the Smithsonlan Institu-
tion, The results of the examination by
the experts there will be far more im-
portant than might be thought at first
consideration, Unqguestionably it is the
first genulne Aztec manuscript ever un-
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encased with a coating of pitch. The ob-
ject wad found about three feet below
the surface. Its dimenslons are suvme-
thing over a foot {n length by eight
inches and five or gix inches thick,
“Qut of curiosity the workman struck
it a blow with a pick, causing it to
spilt open, revealing a space {n the cen-
ter in which lay a roll of birch bark
covered on one side with strange hiero-
glyphics. The workman was intelligent

enough to know that the find was of

some value, and, taking It to his home,
carefuly spread out the manuascript
and encased it between glass iIn a
fram. ‘The matter was brought to the
attention of Miss lmma Clark of Falr-
fleld, who had heard of the mugeum at
Columbus, and she wrote there, describ-
ing the find in all ita detalls. I con-
cluded that the flnd was certainly
worth examining, and persuaded Miss

Clark to send the wooden receptacal
and manuscript for my Inspection.
“The bark i8 exiremely thin and {ts
natural color is well preserved. This is
due to the fact that it waa sealed|
almost ajrtight. The edges are torn
and broken and there {s every evidence
that a part of It is missing. I had fur-’
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“A tree some fifty or sixty years
old grew directly over the spot, the
hollow log, or wood being foung
under its roots. The gum or
wax, which not only fastened

the pleces together but made the recep-
tacle practically water and air tight,
had been evenly distributed by turning
the block over a fire. This was plain,
because the block was hot only cov-
ered with soot, but was also slightly
charred. The characters are written
in red, evidently the julce of somne
plant. The work ls peat,

“After a careful examination ¥ de-
cided that I could not read the charac-
ters and, furthermore, that no one
could reand them, that a great deal had
been published on Aztec a Maya man-
uscripts, but that no one could translate
them znd that one-half of the archae-
ologists who clalmed to read them gave
different translations of the same man-
uacript. The characters are manifestly
Aztec or Maya and were made, I think,:
by some of the highly cultured tribesa
of Mexico or Yucatan., A party, for
some unknown reason, set out north,
carrying this little box and on account
of a decrease In strength, elther

or

THE VALUABLE AZTEC MANUSCRIPT.

earthed within the borders of the Unit- |
ed States.

Profeasor Moorehead says, over his
own signature, there iz small doubt of
its genulneness. It has long been held
that the Aztecs inhabited certaln por-
tlons of this country as early, If not
before, their advent into Mexico. "This
find and the ancient appearance of the
hileroglyphics as compared with those
even many centuries old, seem to give
strong color to the belief regarding the
United States. Professor Morrehead
atates suceinetly in followling, which ia
from his own pen, the status of the
find from an archaeological stand-
point. This is what he says:

"he Ohio Btate Archaeological and
Historleal Soclety of Columbus re-
cefived early In February a most re-
markable relle,. On September 2, 1896,
a laboring man of Fairfleld, Towa, while
excavating for the waterworks,brought
to light what was apparently a chunk|
of wood, except that Its surface was]

[ ]
ther excavations made, but there was |
no more fragments or relles of any
description, and the workman positively
asserted that the manuscript was found
in a fragmentary condition and that
he had sealed between glass all that
he had found of it.

“The wpod 1s of oak, and shows marks
on the end of having been rudely hewn
with stone axes. With the manuscript
were received letters from prominent
citlzens certifying to the character of
the workman, A letter from the editor
of the Ledgar, the couniry paper pub-
lghed at Falrfleld, states ‘Griflith js a
laboring man of about average Intel-
ligence and [nformation, and would
have nelther the ability or the knowl-
edge to mislead anybody as to the eir-
cumstances, Nor I8 there any practical
joker in this vicinity who would have
the knowledge to eXecute a plan like
thig and keep qulet about it. “Nor has
there been interest sufficlent in matters

of this kind in the community to fur-
nlsh such people basis for work."

through sickness or war, buried the
manuscript at the point where it was
found. It is not at all probable that the
whoie thing is a hoax, for If it were a
“fake’ we must account for the knowl-
edge on the part of the workman who
found It of Aztec and Maya glyphs,
which iz not in the least probable.
There are very few men in thls coun-
try who know anything about these
hieroglyphics, and It would be Impossi-
ble for any one in Falrfleld to make
them unless he had a work at hand
containlng plates of the Maya heiros
glyphles, There are only a few such
books in existence and they are very
high priced. )

“The characters are pot Indian. For
instance. take the grotesque human fig-
ure shown in the middle section, around
which is the sun fymbol. The sun sym-
bol with the character in the left-hand
upper corner of this middle plece and
all the characters in the upper piece are
very like thoae upon the tablets of Cen-
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