
THE deveret WEEKLY
dictates of their reason and con-

science
to the this theory the mostmoat of us
believe in and if the mormon is right
god has in a revelation to them recognized

and sanctioned this theory as sound
assuming that there tois a supreme be-

ing
be-

ine who is the source of all power and
wisdom many of us believe he does so

his will so80 far as human govern-
ment
express

go gli the reason and consci-

ence otof mankind in constitutions and

lawsloom
importance is attached by the maser

report and counsel lay stress uponin his
statement of the president thatthe is right but that itisit is wrong topolygamy

it when the sentiments of the
practicepractice

and municipal law is against itpeople
according to his statement he has an

belief in polygamy where lawsabstractagainst it in other words he be-

lieves
exist in the principle in the abstract
under ch circumstances but does not
believe in it in the concrete

the government is not authorized to
any ponperson otof his property

agair
deprive

cst hishig wilfwill except by forfeiture or
escheatbeat acaccordingaccordiacording to law or by ampro

bristingsting it to10 thehe payment of public
in the mode the law prescribes or

taxes
1110 of the law of eminentin purspursuance

with just compensation it can-

not
domain

divest any individual or any class otof
people of their property or deny to

the
the right to control it or to devote itthem

object they may choose simply
to any

they may entertain wrong pol-

itical
becauseor religiousreligions beliefs the doing of

either would be a plain vioviolation1aaion of those
principles of civilcivia and religious liberty
which underlie our whole political

the intent and the resultingresulresultingtinanisystem
together be defined as crime andsetact may alone cannot bepunished but the intent

the perceptions the feelings the be
kiefs or the consciences of mankind can-

not be regulated by human laws such
laws would transcend the power of all
just

we
1
governments

do not feel authorized to withold
from the latter day saints the right to

devote their property to charitable ob-

jects simply because we may think they
have wrong beliefs or to udderundertaketake the
eradication of such beliefs by denying to
them the right to the enjoyment of their
property or the right to appropriate it to
lawful purposes

polygamy having been abandoned by
the church the remaining purposes to
which the personal property in question
has been dedicated and to which it may
be applied by the church appear to be
lawful and in view of this the writer of
this opinion I1is unable to understand upon
what principle of law this court can deny
to this church the right to appropriate
and apply this fund to such purposes he
in of the opinion that it should be vested

woodruff george Q cannoninU wilford T w 0
ano josephjioseph PF smith its firtfir t presidency
and in their successors in office the
agents selected by the church to be de-
voted and applied to them to those pur-
poses according to the will of the church
and the wlwishesrhes of its donors A majority
of the court however tois of the opinion
that it should be vested in a trustee
electedselected by the court and in his successor

or successors to be appointed by the
court to be devoted exclusively to the
support and aid of the poor olof the church

and to the building and repairing of its
houses of worship and that he should be
required to give a bond before entering
uponspon hisbis duties sufficient to secure the
amount that may come to his bands and
his performance of the duties of the trust
and that he should be required to report
ito40 the court on the day of january of

achh year his action as such trustee
A decree will be entered by thehe court in

accordanceaccordnce with this opinion
we conourconcur

J
J

for further supreme court pro
ceedings see page 6

when judge zane had concluded
hisbis reading of the courts opinion in
the church case reported on pages 5
and 6 of this issue

attorney F S richards inquired
whether the court would receive a sug-
gestion as to the person to be appointed
trustee

district attorney varlanvarian remarked
that if the court would permit him to
anyay a word perhaps that stopstep would
not be necessary the attorney gen-
eral now moved for an order directing
the clerk to note an exception at the foot
of the decree on the ground that it was
contrary to the lawjaw and the proof and
further that the report should have
been remanded to the master in chan-
cery inasmuch asan he appeared to have
misconstrued a portion of the decree

attorney dickson said that inas-
much as the fund rasax to be devoted to
the poor of the church and the repair
of houses of worship it seemed to him
that one who was a member of that
ralthraith would be the proper person to
administer it it would be unwise to
select as trustee a member of any other
sect

judge zane asked if counsel were
ready to suggest anyone as trustee
whereupon

attorney richards named bishop
william B preston

the court asked if mr varlanvarian had
anything to say

the district attorney answered no
beyond this it might go to presi-
dent woodruff so far as the govern-
ment is concerned that is itif the
decree stands

attorney richards suggested in
view of what the district attorney had
said that president wilford woodruff
be appointed trustee of this fund hebe
being trustee in trust elected by the
members of the church and holding
the title to their property in support
ofef this suggestion mr richards called
attention to section 26 of the edmunds
tucker act which provides that the
title to church property shall be holdheld
by trustees elected by the church

the court took the matter under ad-
visementvi kiil 2 pm

upon its reassemblingassemblingre at this
afternoonafter judge zane handed down
the final decree in the church case
appointing leonard G hardy bishop
of the second ward trustee his
handband was fixed at

SAMOA conference
the semibemisemiannualannualanoual conference of the

upolu saints commenced at Fagaillalii
upolu samoa on october seb
at an early hour in the morning the

boat arrived bringing a num-
ber of the baluto from thathe southbouth side of
the island shortly afterwards the
lalovi boat well filled with saints ar-
rived from the west end of the islandi

alterafter the costomacustomary and the
drinking of the ava the morning meet-
ing began president george E brown-
ing presiding the foil wing mission
arlesariee were presentpreBent president georgegeorg69
E browning R M stevens H Llibassett george E abel L A bailey
A twitchell gorgeevorg mccune 0 W
poole thomas H hiltonifton and 0 E

rhay president george E
BrOWbrowningDIUg made a few opening remarks
and then elder 0 W poole waswaa called

vonupon to address the congregation
elelderer georgegeoree E abel followed bone
diction by elder george mccune

at the afternoon meeting elder L
A bailey was the first speaker next
came elders C E and
BR M stevensstevene benediction by thoe
H hilton

after this meeting the saints in
bulged in athletic sports competing for
small prizes furnished by the mission
aries in the evening the company
gathered in the meeting housebouse to wit
newnebb the siva or native dancing
the missionariesmissionsries sang some english
hymns and played selections on the
harmonica after drinking a bowl of

adapava the meeting broke up
on sunday morning meeting was

called to order by president george E
browning elder H L bassett pre-
sented the names of the apostles of
the authorities both local and general
and of the missionaries laboring in
samoa these were all sustained by
unanimous vote after reading a re
port of the mission brother bassett
made a few remarks and exhorted the
saints to faithfulness

elder george mccune spokepoke on the
plan of salvation

benediction by brother ifopo
afternoon meeting was also called to

order by president george E brown
ing who announced the ordination of
brother faalogo to the office of teach-
er the ordinance was performederiormed at
the hands of elders browning stev-
ens twitchell and bassett the
president then addressed the assembly
instructing the saintssainte to put aside all
thoughts of a temporal character and
concentrate their minds on things of
hebe lord
elder A twitchell endorsed the

words of the former speaker and of-
fered a few observations on baptism

an evening meeting was holdheld when
president browning invited all who
felt disposed to rise and make a few re-
mark the following saints rarespond-
ed ifopoI1fop Papapaliipalli palemfalesa faalogo

balat and mala
two others talisua and taletala non
members of the church also spoke
elder T H hilton bore a faithful
testimony

conference adjournedadlour ned months
benediction by elder george mccunemacune

H li BASSETTBABBETT clerk
THE 11 SAINTS

on the morning of Satur dry sept
the tutuila saints assembled at

alsoajao in their new meeting house on
the occasion of their semiannualsemi annual con
forencefefo renoe brother A L green local
president presiding the following
named were present
brotherbroiher george E browning presi-
dent of the samoan mission and adja-
cent islands el lersers A li green A
W harding F BR E
dimond william low and james
riekebicks of the native priesthood
there were present loane manoa
and lemafaLemsfis A congregation of about
seventy assembled the first speaker
was president browning he gave
some excellent instructions congre-
gationalgat ional singing prayer by brother
james rieke

at 3 pm the saints assembled the
speakers were brothers james bicks
and wm low benediction by
dent browning

shortly after the close of this meeting
I1 three baptisms were performed brother


