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WE have been traveling this last
week through the settlements of
Davis arnnd Weber counties, meeting
with the Saints in their wvarious
wards and visiting the people at
th-ir homes, It has been one of the
most interesting frips I have taken
for several years, and I think this
is the general feeling of all who
were of the party. A visitor to our

settlements at th; present time is

charged, and it was ¢laimed that if

he could be disposed of, then they L

could be managed and there would
be no difficulty.  But this spirit of
persecution is not exhausted by suc-
cess; it derives strength therefrom,
and the more victims it has the
more it craves. Instead of the
people being Jeft  unmolested
after the martyrdom, the vio-
lence of mobs was redoubled;
they were emboldened by the ina-

nity with which they had per-
E;med this bloody deed, to make
more cruel attacks upon the people.
The Apostles who stood forward to
take the Jead after Lhe death of the
Prophet Joseph beeame in their turn

| the objects of hatred. Charges of

impressed with the evident increase

of the numbers of the people n.nd\

of comfort and, it may be said,
wealth, The land is being rapidly

every kind were sworn to by men
who were determined to frame some
pretexts for bringing them into diffi-
culty; and the most absurd false-

taken up and occupied, and places
where a few yearsago it was thought

that no one could live, we now find to take the
- farms and orchards Hl,]d good sub- E&l. -
stantial dwellings, and all the evi-| who
dences of thrift. The water is being | oy in secret combin stions for t

taken out, and Jarge sums are being

expended in the formation of canals | {hem into their
and water ditches; but the most| e Prophet,.

pleasing feature which presented it-
self to my mind was the con-

hoods were circulated concerning
them. Numerous writs were issued
and officers frequently came to Nau-

t}ﬁadiﬂg men into cus-
y; it being the aim of the men
had banded themselves logeth-
he pur-
their lives, to get
power as they had
On this account
there had to be a constant guard
kept over the residences of the

of taking

teniment of the ple and|Twelve Apostles, As for my-
the spirit which tgle;y enjoy. |gelf I never left any place with
Oar meetings were excellently | ore gladness than I did  Illi-

attended and were of a very spirited | ,, 5is.

character, the people turned out in
Jarize numbers and crowded every
meetinghouse to overflowing, so
much so that in most places seats
had to be arranged outside and the
windows thrown o

could hear. In several places we
met under bowers constructed for
the purpose of holding meeting in the
open air.

To lJaunch into the wilder-
ness, to grapple with all the diffi-
cualties incident to such a life, and
even to run the risk of famine or
any other evil that might have to
be met, seemed small in compari-

pen, so that those | gon with the evils we had been and
who could not get into the houses|were subjected to

It was with
great gladness the entire people,
who took up their line of march, left
what is termed civilization, to go

It is truly elous when we

look at it—that is, those who have|chances among them, seemed
seltle- | ferable to being expos

been familiar with the early

among the red man of the plains.
To dwell among them and to take
pre-
ed to

ment of the Latter-day Baints in |having the form of legal measures

theze mountains—the great changes | and claiming

the authority of law,

which bave been effected in the con- | but which, in the most of instances,

dition and eircumstances of the
ple. God has abundantly ful

only furnished a covering for vio-

led | lence and the most deadly schemes

the promises which were made in)of vengeance.

the early days, after the Latter-day
Bainis seltled here.
ed in those days

Saints could live.

Some question- | Bmith, during :
whether we shounld | brought upwards of forty times
be able to find suitable places outside | before

of this valley where the Latter-day | pretext

Although the Prophet Joseph
his lifetime was

tribunals,
or another,

one
every

upon
in

And many of|instance when he had a fsir trial he

those who first came here had grave | was acquitied; none of the accusa-
doubts whether we could, in this | tions were eversubstantiated against
climate, be able 10 raise a variety of | him. And when at last he surren-

fruits, But God has tempered the|dered himself, after receiving

the

elements; He has ameliorated the | pledge of the governor of the State

condition of the soil; He has blessed | that he should be

the labors of the

the experience of the past confi-

protected—he

people; and with | having pledged his own honor, and

the honor of the Btate to that effect

dence 1is felt that there is scarce-| —those who were his perfecutors,
ly a valley in these mountains, | who claimed to have grounds of

however elevated, in which fruit|eh

eannot be raised, and all the grains
and vegetables necessary for the sus-

attacks | g

inst him, were wellaware
that the treason fof which they ac-
cused him, could not be sustained;

tenance of man be produced. Of|and because of this they said, “‘he is

all people who live upon the face of
the earth, it seems to me, the Lat-
ter-day Saints should be the most
thankful to the Most High for His
kindness and mercy manifested un-
to us, We came here as weary pil-
grims fleeing from persecntion,glad
to find a place where we could rest
for a little sesson and be free from
violence and moboeracy. And though
I, myself, at that time, was but
oung, it seemed to me that I would
content to live here the remain-
der of my days, and subsist upon
the most meagre fare—bread and
water—if we could only en-
Joy peace and freedom from
the annoyances to which the peo-
ple had been subjected, and especi-
ally if our leading men could be free
from those harrassing persecutions
which they had been compelled to
endure. While but a youth I had
helped, with others, to stand
guard at nights at their houses, that
they might sleep with some feeling
of security; for there were months,
and it- may be gaid years,
before we left Illinois, when the
lives of a number of the Jeading men
were threatened. Some of the most
painful recollections of my boyhood
are the scenes of persecution and af-
fliction through which the Prophet
Joseph Smith had to pass. hen
his martyrdom, with that of his
brother, the patriarch of the

Chureh, was accomplished, it seem- |

ed as though the rage of mobs ought
to have been satisfled; and the gm-
ple, being bereft of their lea ers,
might be suffered to dwell in peace.
For it had been re tedly stated,
that if Joseph Smith were pat out of
the way, there would be no trouble
with the Mormons, He was the ob-
Ject of hatred; he was the target at

|

|and particularly u

likely to be acquitted again and es.
cape us; but if the law cannot reach
him, powder and ball can.” With
blackened faces, banded together
and led by a 1zeachar, they made an
attack upon “3he jail, and the few
men left ther® to take charge of it
fired upon them with blank car-
tridges to make a show of resistance
in order to cover up the bloody deed,
as one done without their conni.
vance.

The Jast time the Prophet ad-
dressed the le he predicted that
peace should taken from the
earth, and that terrible calamities
would come wupon its inhabitants,
n our own na-
tion. He predicted what the results
would be of the spirit of mobocracy
which then raged, and which had
caused our expulsion from our
homes, if allowed to prevail. Already
the prediction had been recorded by
him, twelve years previous to his

|

| death, that there would be a rebel-

lion break out in South Carolina and
a fratricidal war commence between
the South and the North. The re-
velation upon this subject had been
written; it had been published. It
was well known to the great
bulk of the Latter-day Saints years
previous to this. I when quite a
child heard it, and looked for its ful-
filment until it came to . And
this was the case with the body of
the people who were familiar with
the predictions that had been utter-
ed by the Prophet Joseph Smith.

If the voice of this man could have
been heard and his warnings listen-
ed to, the evils that have fallen
upon our nation might have been
averted. To many, doubtless, such
a statement as this may seem pre-
sumptuous, because of the views

ith the character of his expostula-
ionsand warnings, with the man-
ner in which he protested against
the gpirit of mobocracy, it cannot, I
say, be denied by any of these,
that if his counsels had n follow-
ed many of the evils that have afflict-
ed the nation might have been
averted.

There is no form of government
upon the earth under which so large
a degree of liberty can be enjoyed as
that under which we dwell; it is the
best form of government ever de-
vised by human wisdom for man-
kRind. Larger liberty, greater free-
dom of expansion and development
to man in every direction can be at-
tained to under it than under.any
other form of government. KEvery
man and women who professes the
faith of the Latler-day Saints, must
love it, because, under it the devel-
opment of the Kingdom of God is

ossible; for believing as we do that
inspired the founders of this gov-
ernment to perform the work which
they accomplished; that He raised
up men for the express purpose
of achieving liberty
land, bunilding wup this grand
fabric of free government, we must
of necessity admire and have a deep
attachment to ils prineiples. While
the peuple are pure, while they are
upright, while they are willing to
observe law, the best results must
follow the establishment and main-
tenance of a government like this;
but, on the other hand, if the people
become curru{lt, if they give way to
passion, if they disregard Jaw, if
they trample upon constitutional
obligations, then a republican form
of government like ours becomes the
worst tyranny upon the face of the
earth, An autocracy is a govern-
ment of one man, and if he be a
tyrant, it is the tyranny of one man;
but the tyranny an the irresponsi-
bility of a mob is one of the most
rievous despolisms that ecan exist
upon the face of the earth. And it
is from this that we have suffered;
it 1s this that ecaused us +to
take our flight into the Rocky
Meuntains; it is this that caused the
founding and peopling of Utah Ter-
ritory. When attacked, despoiled
and driven by mobs, the Latter-day
Saints appealed to the authorities of
the States where they lived; but the
appeals were in vain, because the
authorities were only the creatures
of the mobs from whose cruel at-
tacks we suffered and whom they
dare not offend, Hence our appeals
were in vain. When we appealed
to courts, the courts dreaded the
power of public opinion, which was
adverse to dealing justly with us,
and they dared not doanything to
favor us for fear of offending the
mob who persecuted us. When ap-
peals were made to legislators the
same result followed; when gover-
nors were appealed to they were in
the same position; and when the
case was carrled to the President of
the United States, he dared not face
‘the issue, but declared that Congress
had no power to  deal
with a sovereign State for its
treatment of the Latter-day Saints
though they had been expelled from
the State by violence. And even
when Joseph Smith was barbarously
murdered while under the pledged
honor of the State, there was no re-
dress; his murderers went scot free,
one of them a senator of the State in
which he lived, and others well-
known to the general public. There
was no dispesition to punish those
men, although they were red-hand
ed with the blood of innocence, and
although it was well known that
they were the men who perpetrated
that cruel deed.

We have suffered enough from this
spirit of violent lawlessness to feel
profoundly moved in our hearts at
the dreadful occurrence of yester-
day. It comes to us as it does not to
any other people, for we have suffer-
ed from this as no other people
have. The men whom we loved
beiter than we Joved our lives, for
whom this people would have been
willing to lay down their lives, if by
80 doing they could havesaved them,
were siricken down by the hands
of assassins, while they were help-
less like sheep in a pen, They were
slaughtered by a band of ruffians,
who knew that they had the power
if they could break into the build-
ing where the victims were confin-
ed, to take the lives of those men,
for they were defenseless,

When the leading man of our na-
tion is stricken down, as General
Garfield was, it arouses emotions in
the hearts of the Latter-day Saints

upon this|q

of this community I cannet think of
it with any other feeling than one
of horror. General Garfield, I may
say, was my personal friend, we
we having served eight years
in congress together. T have
been intimately acquainted with
him during that time, and
I know him to be one of the greatest
men of the nation, He may
not be a stroug man in every direc-
tion; I do not think he is strong
enough to follow his convigtions
upon our question. He knew better

concerning us than any man in pub- | and that therefore their trg

lic life, that s, he knew more of us.
He was breught up in Ohio, near
where our people had lived in eariy
days, in the days of his childhood.
He was familiar with men who had
been members of our Church, and
I believe was connected remotely by
marriage with scme of our ple;
and while he had no sympathy with
some of our doctrines, nevertheless
he had opportunities of knowin
many things concerning us that
others did not know. He had visit-
ed this city twice; he had become ae-
uainted with the J)eo;ﬂe,seen them
at their homes, and had frequently
conversed upon our doctrines. 1
know. therefore, he understood our
question
man in public life. But for fear,
as I fully believe, that he would be
suspected of cherishing sympathy
for us, he uttered expressions which
I thought were exceedingly unwise
and unstatesmanlike in his inau-

Jmp;’;yla as He does ind

| Jesus, and because of the g

probably better than any | peop

crime is committed by h y
must atone for it either in
or in the life to come. -Andy,
nations, God will visit g
His own time and in His
until these things are
He will Jeave men and
themselves, when tﬂg
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themselves to evil
cannot abide with them.

1t may be said that the Ly
Saints were an insignifican

was a matter of little or yy
quence; so it might be qu
ing the disciples of Jesu,
ht:mmrt.hwlf{i an obscure

the earth—His persecutomn
thought him such; tutﬂg
divine Redeemer, he was|
of God. His disciples were
mepn; they were poor fishen
they were disciples of

ing of the Bon of ¢

the  ypersecution inflicty"
His disciples, Jerusaky
overthrown, the, _

tion was broken in pig
scaltered amon |
My brethren and sisteny’ §
leu the face off, «
should be the Jast to g, }
lamity of any kind, ory
any feeling that would hi

gural address, But notwithstanding
this, I must bear testimony

a man of broad intellect, of wide ex-
perience, and naturally of a good
heart; and I cannot imagine any
reason that could justify an act of
violence towards him. There has

to the | is one of deep

man and to the largeness of his sou] | wrong, when they comm
and the breadth of his mind. He is|even though we ourselve

pearance of rej oven t
that may appear like wa p
There is only one feeling iy g
to bave place in our hes ,%
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the victims of the wror
ought to be no feeling ingbp
to wish or desire vengeaneH

upon those who commit (i#H4
Our Savior has given us apbe

nothing eccurred during his adminis-

that made upon him.
But the word of the Lord has gone

forth concerning all such matters as | to us. The man that
these. Deeds of violence will be- |any other feeling g |
come more common, whether the|of God, and is not worthy

world believe it or not, The Lord
ingpired His servants to
these things if the spirit of moboera-
Cy were permitted to reign un-

tration to provoke such an attack as | lifted up upon the cross,“Flo.

predict [ i8 not one;
1'

in this, He said after Helhe

Eiva them; they know not f
0.” This ought to bealhd
N
-
of Latter-day Saint. Hspble
because any g
than this i§ in op
Spirit of God; and

checked and unpunished.. Innocent

blood has been shed in our Jand,the | hearts excepting omne Jo
blood of innocent men, the blood, as | S0rrow that our fellowle
we believe,of Prophets and Apostles | anything that would &
and | the anger of God upon
stains the escut-|] pray God the Eternall'h
cheon of the States where it was | Pless us and fill us
shed, and it has not been atoned for. | Spirit to enlighten us
" No voice of protest to all truth, in the

and RSaints
thelr blood

of God,

There has been
against those deeds; on
to-day, notwithstanding the horrors
of the past; notwithstanding our
track is lined with the graves of our
people who fell by the way-side
while.fleeing from their persecutors,
religious denominations all over the
land meet together in public conven-
tions and appeal in the strongest
manner to the government to renew
the old scenes of persecution against
a people, who have done them no
harm, and who fled as far as they
could from their confines, and from
their civilization. = To-day

the contrary,

and followers of the meek and lowly
Jesus, who, if they could, would stir

up every feeling of hatred and ani-
mosity and bloodthirstiness in the

there are| I HAVE been interestel
those who call themselves ministers | marks made by Bro.

to be no feeling

3

n
Amen.
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human breast and bring down
anger, vengeance
tion upon a

only erime is they
ship according to their dictation—
a people who have come into these
mountains and reared themselves

people

and  destruc- | we ought to occupy in th
whose | as an in
will not wor- | States,

| ed in the nation; for all

sonally well conversant},
of the events to wh A
ferred. I also coincidew,,
his feelings as regards sp
ilce
tegral part of &
in relation to thek |
event that has so recenl ;..
Vas
ing ple must execy;

homes, and made this once desolate

created wealth here
who have offered an

travelers as they passed throu
here, administeri

spired by Heaven to im
and benefit and exert an influence
for good upon the hearts of their
fellow-creatures,

Now, as much as I deplore such
acts as that of yesterday, I look upon
it as one of the consequences which
must follow. General Garfield, the
President of the United Btates, in-
nocent of any act that can be tortur-
ed into a justification for a deed of
violence, now falls a victim to this
spirit of lawlessness and persona]
revenge. When men pe
spirit of mobocracy and violence to
prevail, when they suffer crime to

unpunished, when innocent
lood is shed and is not atoned for,
the time must come sooner or later
when the evil results will become

~—those of them especially who were

widespread. As men sow, so will

Jand beautiful; a people who have | the

or the nation: | man le when
asylum to u.llf haveym
who have fed the strangers and|and

ug comtort and go.| thely popomonte T os o
comiort and re. | their opponents, or by
lief to them, and who have been in-| h ppo » OF BYbf hj
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President. It D,

ved an injug,
wish that the §ej;

yh

ave received or suppéhecg
saCe
and it is very difficultin .
ple to comprehend ! R
that actuates, or oughithe,
especially those whildict;
bﬁ mﬂuﬂncﬁd b}’ ; hﬂ Y]
which was introduced §viole
and Savior Jesus Chrifgove
tives as Latter-day Salto
very different indeeifsen;
which many are acttl werg
do not believe in the ¥ tove
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mission peace. Ourf

is the same as thal wiFs |

by the angels of mert

egthaadmtdtho )
is: ““Peace on earth &
towards men.” Wel!




