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tertained, Not long ago the president
.«of the London Exchange in an address
at Croyden sald that American com-
petition seriously threatened English
commerce; ‘German competition wag
comparatively of little consegquence;
and he added that the UUnited States
had contracts which properly ought to
belong to England; thus, an American
firm secured the contract for the Cen-
tral underground rallway in IT.ondon,
because the American bid was lower
than the Fnglish, and the American
firm could complete the work In a time
shorter by three months than the Eng-
lish competitor. He continued by say-
ing the Americans take contracts on
the European continent, and {n Japan
and Egvpt; the Americans know how
to use machines better than the Eng-
lish do, and this 1s one of their ad-
vantages.,

Well, there I8 no reason why this
country, with her natural resources
.and inventive gentus, should not main-
tajn this superiority in the world's
markets, jf those advantages are
alded by wise statesmanship.

THOSE WHO “KICK.”

There 18 a class of people who are
perhaps as well represented In Utah
ag elsewhere and whose numbers are
by no means Insignificant in any

part of the world, who have been
glven the unpoetical but suggestive
deglgnation of "kickers.'' These are
not all allke of course, some be-
ing occasional while others are
continuous or chronie, and still an-
other division line separating the mild
from the hard membership of that
gelect band. The very top notch is
reached in the case of those who make
it a practice never to agree with any-
pody about anything at any time or
under any ecircumstances, and there is
quite a sprinkling of these, too,

A representative of the “News™ re-
contly llstened to the plaint of a citizen
that in the judgment of many rwrill en-
title him to rank well to the fore
among the “kicker” {raternity, How-
ever, B8 to that, the substanee of what
he said i8 here given so that the read-
er may form his own conclusions. Af-
ter some preliminaries of no special
relevancy the speaker went on to say:
It does seem to me as If there ought
to -be a point at which the liability ot
the citizen for his neighbor’s welfare
ought to cease. The man who would
not do 8o much as he might to subdue
a fire that was destroying another’s
property, or would refuse to assist if
he could when such or any property or
life or honor were unlawfully assalled,
would he a very unreliable and unde-
alrable plllar of soclety. But it does
not follow that he should atand guard
over his neighbor's property night af-
ter night while the latter slept, nor
pay any one else to do it while the
owner bald nothilng. Thi's view of the
case comes of proper digcrimination,
which should obtaim among sensible
people at all times. By the use of
common sense and the employment of
ecommon justice we are apt to avold
those spasms of ultra patriotism which
an eminent authority associated in-
timately with scoundrellsm. I hate
to see A community pPOssessing reason,
judgment and education go off half-
cocked, 50 to speak, when there is no
earthly call for it. Recently this one,
which may be thus deflned, got so
badly off its gray matter regarding
the merest abstraction that they
haven’t all quite recovered yet. Sen-
timentalism was pumped Into one of
the proslest and most commonplace
pituations untll It looked at times as
though it was not g0 much a8 contin-
uvance of the high school as an en-
largement of the asylum that was
needed. One of the papers had a car-

toon representing that institute of
learning as belng in the greatest dan-
ger, surrounded by masslve fortifica-
tiong from which protruded with awful
significance a lot of cannon presum-
ably ready to belch forth destruction
at a moment’s notice, the improvised

'fort" being garrisoned by Demo-
crats, Republicans, Populists and
Non - Partisans, while under
the plicture was the Iine,

‘Now bring on the cnemy!” Having
pretty much every political division
of society fighting for it, it sounded
a little like the braggadocio of A small
schoolboy safely stowed to eall for
those who would fight against it to ap-
pear. As a matter of fact, the high
school has no enemles,and the assump-
tion that It has or had any of them In
this city is and' was perfectly
gratuitous as well as savoring not a
little of self-sufficient provineialism.
No form or degrec of education within
proper channels can be too high or too
good for the right-minded eitlzen, but
the question a8 to how and when some
of the branches should be carried on is
a legitimate subfect of controversy,
and at the expense of being classed as
a ‘kicker,) I draw the line here and
now at {he high schoo! supported by
general taxation. How many Presi-
dents of the United States had as good
an education when' they started out
for themselves as e¢an be obtained in
our grade schools ending with the
eighth? Mighty few. How many- had
high school advantages? Fewer still
The fact is, if the pupll once acquires
the rudiments and has the thirst for
knowledge, which {a the sine qua non
of an education, It doesn't matter
whether he ever gets to any school
again or mnot, you can’'t stop him. I
am in favor of the high school, also
of the University, also of those in-
stitutions where our young men grad-
unte as Tfoothallists and oarsmen, such
as Yale and Harvard—providing those
responsible’ for them or they them-
selves can afford Ht; but T do not be-
lleve In maklng such instruction a pub-
lic charge. If T want my son or daugh-
ter to learn French, German, music,
painting. and so on, {t s nobody’s busi-
ness And should he at nohody's expense
but my own. It 18 to the interest of
property owners that education be
made free and compulsory, but there is
a limit to their llabllity In this respect.
They should not be compelled to pay
for other people’s children acquiring
a knowledge of how to ertablish and
apply the angle of parallax, to fathom
the mystery of the demon SBtar Algol,
or to make the Greek Kalends as fam-
lliar as a, b, ¢; they should be com-
pelled to ‘put up’ until every child cap-
able of learning has thoroughly mas-
tered the ‘three r's’ and there it shouid
end. A majority of the people. T be-
lleve, look at the matter as I do, but
through the foollsh fanfaronade of a
gensation-loving presa and fits de-
votees hereabout and the backward-
ness of. those who know better. the
voters were carried off their feet ap-
parently. It doesn’'t matter now, but 1
want it underatood that though T may
be a ‘kleker' T am no 'sucker.’ ™

And then the interview was at an
end.

UNIVERBAL STARVATION PREDICTED

A  question mnow worrying some
statisticians I8 whether the world is
nearing a period of starvation—
whether a time will come when the

human family can no longer find food
enough for its support. A Belglan ex-

pert with figures helieves that such a
time will come in less than four hun-
dred years. The alarming view of the

future is based on calculations as to’

the probable denseness of the popula-
tion four hundred years from the pres-

ent date, and the estimated area of
land necessary for the support of one
human being. According to these cal-
culations there ought to be twenty-
seven and a half billilon people on the
earth in the year 2282, Where is this
immense crowd to obtain food from?
It takes about two and a half acres
to supply three persons, and if this he
taken as the limit to the capacity of
the s0ll, there is land enough on all the
earth only for slx billion people, a
figure which it §s supposed will be
reached in 176 years.

The flgures and terrible conclusions
drawn from them are interesting only
a8 indicating exceedingly remote pos-
sibilitles. The Improbability, not to say
the absurdity, of the calculation is
shown by a contributor to the Cosmos,
who argues as follows:

“According to ‘the law of Malthus,
'when the population I[s not arrested
by any obstacle 1t doubles every
twenty-five years, in geometrical pro-
portion." Let us turn the process the
other way about, and try to find out,
by the aid of this progression, tn in-
verted order, when the population of
the globe should have started to have
become a thousand millions in 1825.
The calculatlon is very simple, since
we have to do with twenty-five yvear
periods. At the beginning of the cen-
tury there should have been only 500,-
000,000, 250,000,000 at the beeinning of
Louis XVI's reign, and finally, keep-
ing on in the same way, we shall find
that In 1576 the population of the globe
should have been only 1,000,000,

Keeping the calculation up in the
same way it Is easily ascertained that
the human race should date its begin-
ning on earth only to the year 1100, and
no further refutation {5 neéded of the
premises on which the argument rests.

Undoubtedly, were there no Provi-
dence to gulde the course of the earth
in its silent speed through the im-
measurahle space, or the affairs of the
inhabitants of the globe, disaster
would long ago have overtaken them.
But mankind 18 not being hurled
through the unlverse as passengerd on
a vessel without commanding otficers,
without provisions for the voyage.
Everything Ia calculated. The time
and course are well determined. The
means of supply will last as long as
the voyage lasts and if old resources
are {insuftficient new ones will be
found, and the more plentifully as the
need increases. There will always be
something left over in the great house-
hold of Providence.

The bellef that wars and famine are
necegsary to reduce the population In
order to keep the Lord's family within
Hls resources for supply !s not sup-
ported by facts as obServed. Wara
particularly destroy property as well
as men, and It is clear from history
that countries after the scenes of wars
and other visitations are Iefs able to
support the reduced population than
they are their teem!ng millions in pro-
longed times of peace and application
to the pursuits of ecommerce and in-
dustry. Tt generally takes years to re-
palr the damage of a few months of
destruction.

The Malne man who hasa used the
gold dug out of his own farm to pay
his fare to Klendike, probably feels
that by the change he isn’t likely to
find a much worse c¢limate for farm-
ing and he may find more gold.

The complaint of good citizens that
they cannot find a pollceman when
they want one, will not he conmidered
important if of the thieves it may be
said that thev alwavs find a police-
man when they don't want one.

One cannot help but wonder and
worry as to what kind of a merry
Christmas the poor fellows at Dawson
City, Klondike, are golng to have.



