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DISCOURSE
“ By Presldent EHeber C. Kimball, Tabernscle
J-“.. I-l. 1“7- i

REPORTED BY GEO, D. WATT.

Wea have a little business to lay hefore the
brethren, and we might as well do it this fore-
‘u00a as to do it in the afternoon. We many
times leave our business matters for the after-
noon, to transact in the time of the sacrament,
though the administration of that ordinance
has beenomitted for a time, There are a great
many people in this congregation and in this
valley who could justly and beneficially par-
take of the sacrament, but they are prohibited
for the present in consequence of the wicked-
ness of some who would also partake and thus
eat and drink to their condemnation.
Y0 talk about such persons being asleep;
you call it slesp; well it is, nnmparativary
speaking, the sleep of death that is on a great
einy individoals, and they do not realize it,
and you cannot miake them realize it. They
think they are awake to their duties; they think
they are living their religion, and when we
speak to this people in a mass, as you are here,
almost every man and woman will go home and
p.y, ““that ssrmon does net touch me, the coat,
or the jacket, does not fit me.” I am aware of
this, for if it did fit you and you would ac-
knowledze it, you would pat it on and wear it;
and the coat vou would put on would be sack-
eloth and ashes; it would be a cloak that
would be wel and soaked with ashes, and it
would be so strongz it would eat off the rust and

filth that are on you, yea, eat them off with ash-

e3 put on with a cloth, so as to open the pores
of life that the Spirit of God may penetrate
through your systems.,

There is a little matter of business that we
want to lay before this congregation inregard
to Joha Hyde, who went to the Sandwich Is-
lands on a mission. There are a couple of let-
barg that the brethren have received; we shall
read a little from them, and give you to under-
stand ths course he is taking. (The letters
ware read ) You hear the letters and the tes-
timony of onr brethren in regard to John Hyde.
Such matters, many times, have passed along
and we have not noticed them but have let men
deny the faith, speak againstit and deliver lec-
tures through the world. Many times we have
lst them run at large, but the time is now pas-
sed for such a course of things. By the con-
esnt of my brethren I shall move that John
Hyds be cut off from the Church ol Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, and I will put the
motion in full, that is, that he be cut off root and
branech; that means pertainingtohimself. When
this motion is put, [ want you to vote, every
one of you, either for or azainst, for there is
pe sympathy to be shown unte such a man.—
Br. Wells has seconded the motion I have
mada,
ba cnt off from the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Duy Saints, and that he be delivered
over to Satan to be buffeted in the flesh, will
raije their right hands. (All hands were
raisad,) :

When there was a vote of this kind taken
bafore the congregzatian in regard to Thowmas S.
Williams, it caused a great deal of lymgath
with some, for they looked upon it as thoug
it had cut off his family, his wives and his child-
rea, [ will ask the congrezation, was a motion
pat to cut off his family? No, there was not.—
A motion has been put, and unanimously car-
ried, that John Hyde be eut off root and branch,
that is, himself and all the roots and branches
that are within him; this has no allusion to
his family. He has taken a course by which
he has lost his family and forfeited his priest-
hood; he has forfeited his membership. The
limb is eut off, but the priesthood takes the fruit
that was attached to the limb and saves it, if
it will be saved. Do you understand me? His
wife is not cut off from this Church, but she is
fres from him; she is. just as free from him
as though she never had belonged to him.—
The limb she was connected to is cut off, and
she must again be grafted into the tree, if she
wishes to ba saved; that is all about if.

Wher a limb that has eot two or more
branches or shoots is cut off, those shoots and
branches, and their fruit, if any, are cut oif
with the limb. Why? Because thsy are at-
tached to it. But they can all be taken and
grafted right back again into the tree, or Mto
ths prieathood.

[ do not wish to say much this morning.
without T feel a great deal of liberty; and my
liberty will be in proportion to the libarty and
freedom and lils thare is in this people. If our
Father and our God was to coma here, or Jesus,
or Peter, or Joseph, or br. Brigham, or any oth-
er man, he cou!d not speak to this people and
advanes light to them, only in preportion to the
lizht that is in this people and thetr willingness
and readiness to receive more.

Have not br. Bricham and his Counselors
cried anto this pEUElE, as with a voice of thun-
der and earthgquake, for years and counld not
waka von vup? You did not believe but that
you wera all the time living yeur religion, eve-
ryv ens of you, men and women. Can br. Brig-
ham advance any farther than this people
girive Lo follow, and at the same time retain
hig pregent eonnection with them? Can br.
Heber rise any faster than br. Brigham? No.
Can br., Wella? No he eannot. Why? The
thurch of God is compared to the body of a
mans there is the head, there are the arms and
every part of the body. God has joined them
togelhor, and they are breught up as an illus-
tration to compare with the church. New if
my legs and feet and arms and hands.and oth-
er membars of my body give up and lose their
#ireaxth and power, become parahra_m{ or be-
sambed, haw 13 it possible for my head Lo rise
un, withont the us2 of those members? It ¢an-

All that are in favor that John Hyde |Y

not, becaas» the head is attached to them.. Oa )
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the other hand, if the arms, which are designed
to defend the head, and all the members below
the head lose their power and have gone to
sleep, what can those members do? Can they
rise until the rest of that body rises? No. 1
use the fizure of the body of a man, just as
the .lpmtTu Paul did in ancient times:—

14 For the body is not one member, but
many.

15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not |

the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore
not of the body?

not the eye, [ am not of the body; is it therefore
not of the body?
17 If the whole body were an eye,

.'

'm
16 And if the ear shall s1y, Becanse [ am 1o

where i

were the hearing? If the whole body were

the hearing, where were the smellin

18 Bat now hath God sst the members every
Erim of them in the body, as it hath pleased

m.

19 And if they were all one member, where
were the body?

20 But now are they many members, yet but
one body.

21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I
have no need of thee: nor again the head te
the feet, I have no need of you. 7

22 Nay, much more those members of the
body, which seem to be more feeble, are neces-
Bary: v

2§ And those members of the body, which
we think to be less honorable, upon these we
bestow more abundant honor; and our uncome-
ly parts have more abundant comeliness.

24 For our comely parts have no need: but
God hath tempered the body together, havin

ivin {;nure abundant honor {n that part whicE
acked:

body; but that the members should have the
same care oune for another.

26 And whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it; or ene member be hon-
ored, all the members rejoice with it,

27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and mem-
bers in particular.,

28 And God hath set some in the church,
first apostles, mecondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of
healings, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues,

29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all
teachers? are all workers of miracles?

30 Have all the Fift of healing? do all speak
with tengues? do all interpret?

31 But covet earnestly the best gifts; and
yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 1
Cor. chap. 12.

There is one way in which the Presidency of
this church can rise, but it would be greatl
to the injury of the body, and 1 will tell you
how. If you will go to work and reject them,
ou will see them rise quickly, but you will
also see this body go down to death and hell,
while the priesthood of this church would go
to heaven, You can liberatg them in this way,
but not in any other except through obedience,
unless that Presidency rises nup and cuts yoe
off. They can do that, for they have as much
power to cut you ofl as you have to_ reject
them. * I want you to understaud this. ey
are an independent body, still they are attach-
ed to you as the head of the body of Christ
for the purpose of saving the whole body, that
all might be a-perfect system. Yon will find
in the Bible what I am talking about, only I
am applying it to this people, as Paul applied
it to the people in his days.

Jesus says, in the 15th chap'er of St. John,
“] am the true vine, and 1oy Father is the hus-
bandman,” or, in other wurds. my Father is the
root and I am the vine sprining from the root.
and it is for me to abide in that vine. And
when he abode in it he received the same nour-
ishment, the same fatness and the same power
that proceeded from the Father, or from the
root from whence the vine sprang. Then if the
twolve Apostles abode in him, they received
the same nourishment that he did and had the
game power; then those that believed on the
Apostles’ words, il they abode in their words,
received the same power the Apostles received
from the vine, they becoming branches of that
vine in common with the Apostles. Jesus is
that vine, the Apostles were the branches that
sprang from him, then the Seventies and other
members, or those rhat sprang from them.

Joseph Smith sprang from Peter, James and,

John, and br. Brigham and br., Heber, and br.
Hyde sprang from Joseph; and you sprang from
that authority now existing, did you not? Do
ou not aee that you are all in the same vine?
ere are different branches, and every differ-
ent branch springing out of the same vine.—
There are hundreds of lesser branches connec-
ted to the main branches of the vine, others
again exitnd from them. There are the Sev-
enties, the High Priests, the Elders, &c., they
are all branches, are theg not, belonging to the
same root, the same vine;

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman.

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit
he taketh away: and every branch that bear-
eth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit.

3 Now ye are clean through the word which
I have spoken unto you.

4 Abide in me, and I in you. Asthebranch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
me. |

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches. Iie
that abideth in me, and Iin him, the same
bringeth forth mach fruit; for without me ye
ean do nothing. -

6 If a man abide not in me, he ia cast forth
as a branch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned, '
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Y | John, 15th chap.

7 It ye abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you. |

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much frgit; so shall {a be my disciples. ,

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have [!
loved you: continue ye in my love.

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall |
abide in my love; even as | have kept my Fath- |
er’s commandments, and abide in his love. 1
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that |
y f]ujr might remain in you, and that your joy
lf t be full. '

2 This is my commandment, That ye love
one another, as I have loved you.

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friends.

14 Yeare my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
mmand yo'1. !

15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for.

but I have called you friends; for all things that |

[ have heard of my Father I have made known'
unto you. * |
16 Ye have not chosen me, bat [ have chosen l
ou, and ordained you, that ye should go and
ring forth fruit, and that your fruit should re- '
main; that whatsoever ye shall ask of the
Father in my name, he may give it yon.
17 These things [ comwand you, that ye love
one another,
18 If the world hate vou, ye know that it
hated me before it hated yon.

'a medium in all things.
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wards the people to effect them in any way,
shape, or manner. 3 :

There is more danger of people’s getting
wild fire, than there is of theirgetting the true
fire of God. There is danger of going too far,
and of pressing this people too far. There is
It would be but a lit-
tle while, let some men lead and dictate, before
the people would be as they are in London.—
How arethey there? Thev have been excited,
with tvergthing that could be raked and scrap-
ed, to such a degree that there is nothing noer
that will excite them one particle. Inlike man-
ner some would get this people in a little while
so that you could not create an excitement that
would move them.

I will ask this congregation if they do not
know that God was with me three weeks azo,
and they will admit that he dictated me. | did
not say anything about it, but all the tussel I

, the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: | had was to get out of this stand, for it seemed

as though I was held by some power visible or
invisible, I had hard work to get out of this
stand. Did I resist the spirit? Yes, I resis-
ted the spirit and power of this people who
were holding me. “Why did you leave the
pulpit?”  Because I had spoken long enongh.
Fhe judgment that God gave me said [ had
spoken long enough, and if I had spoken any
longer it would not have had so good an effeet
apon you a8 it did. Was I not calm? Did I
tell-any of you that the Holy Ghost was in me?

| I'did not say one word about it; I let every ons

19 If ye were of the world, the world wonld | judge for himself.

love his ownj; but because ye are not of the
world, therefore the world hateth youn,

20 Remember the word that I said unto yon,
The servant is not greater than his lord, If;
they have persecuted me, they will also perse-

21 But all these things will they do unto you |
for my name’s sake, because they know not him i
that sent me. :

22 It I'had not come and spoken unto them, |
they had not had sin; but now they have no!
cloak for their sin. | |

23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. |

24 It I had not done among them the works |
which none other man did, they had not had |
sfh; but now have they both seen and hated
both me and my Father. :

25 But this cometh to pass, that the word |
might be fulfilled that is written in their law,
They hated me without a cause.

26 But when the Comforter is come, whom
[ will send unto you from the ¥ather, even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the
Father, he shall testify of me:

27 And ye also shall bear witness, because
ve have been with me from the begianing.—St.

[ want to show you your connsction with the
church, and then you can see what an effect it
has when there is a dead member attached to

the head of any limb, or at its junction with the |

trunk., When yau go into your gardens and look

at your peach trees do you not see many great |’

and important linbs, also many branches to
those limbs? Now if a main branch is partly
dead or liteless where it joins the trunk, the
sap has to go through there to support the
limb and of course affects ite nourishment, for
the sap becomes partially dormant, and whep
it goes into the rest of the members they are
dormant; like unto the sap that has passed
through those dead parts. You may say that
the Presidency of the Seventies are at the junc-
tion of one main limb wilth the trunk, and when
the members that pertain to that department
of government are partly dead, it aifects the
whole limb and every branch pertaining to it.

That is the connection we have got to form
with each olher, or we shall be severed from
the tree and lost. We will say that here is a
peach tree, and that there is oge limb extends
away yonder,and that away at the far end of
it are six or eight peaches, and that there 'is
not another particle of fruit on the wholetree.
Now is not that one fruit beariug limb worth
more to the master than all the rest, except the
frank and root to which it is connected? g?hy?
Because it brings forth fruit, God looks upon
this matter just as I am trying to explain it to
you. Jesus calls hia true followers his disci-
ples, because they bring forth much fruit,—
tHow can you be reckoned the disciple of Christ,
the disciples of God in the last days, except
you bring forth fruit?

I talked very plain to yon, three weeks ago.
The power of (Qod ran through me just as City
creek would run through this city. provided
there was no obstruction to its course. Sach
would be the case to-day, if there was no ob-
struction to the manifestation of the power of
God, aud every member wonld receive his full
s4apply. Is there an obstruction? There is.—
Was there on that day? There was; but the
power of God was there sufficient to penetrate |
a stone, and it did penetrate the hardest and
most corrupt men in the congregation, and they
did not know what was the matter with thew.
Did you see any particular difference with me?
Nothing more than you generally see. 1 was
calm and composed, and the truth kept pour-
ing out without cfeating any convuision, be-
cause Lthere was no obstruction to it in me,

The more of the Spirit of God a mwan has,
the more composed he is. You will not hear
himrage and tare, saying, “Oh, the boly Ghost
is in me; I shall die; hell and the devil is to,
pay.” [The speaker mimicked the manner of
wild entnusiasts.] I am trying to show yeu
the folly, wild spirit and devil that gets into
gome men, and they try to make the people be-
lieve that it is the Holy Ghost, when it is not
any such thing, You never see br. Brigham
operated upon in that way; you never see br,
anher go affected. I have had to fire here.—
Why? Because the enemy was so stroag against
me that I had to force the word of God to-

|

"

Some men in this town come preity near tear-
irll{; down the stands and benches, and the roofs
off frem the houses, crying out, “the Hoaly
Ghost is in me,” &c,

[The speaker jumped and threw his arms

25 That there should be no scism in the | Cute you; if they have kept my saying, they  about.]

' will keep yours also. !

I am mimicking those persons, in order to
show the folly of their conduct. I want yon
to understand, and not let men get these powers -
on them. It would not be any wonder if br.
Gifford were to get into that spirit, because
that is the spirit he had before he came into
the Church; and he had it a while after he
came into tElE Churchy and he feels as though
he had lost all his religion, because he is not
actuated by that wild spirit. I bave seen the
manifestations of those spirits both in America
and England; they were in thi *ch in the
first commencement of itin Kirt R

In the commencement of this Chuarch the
devil came along, and there were men that saw
written letters come down from the heavens in.
their presence; that was in Kirtland, Ohic, 25
or 26 years ago. Some enthusiastic spirits re-
ceived those Jetters as revelation, and they
would read them to the people. A spirit would

come on those individaals and they would begiu

to run around the bouse, and be thrown into all
manner of shapes and convulsiens, saying it
wis the operation of the Holy Ghost. [If yoa
do not look out, you will here get such spirits
as those. I merely speak of them to give you
a check, that you may be aware of the coures
you are taking.

I will tell you what kind of characters will
have those kinds of revelations, they will be
men who have committed whoredom in our
midst, and women who have played the whors,
Good, virtuons men and women are not actu-
ated by those spirits, because they ask the
Fathef, in the name of Jesus Christ, to give
them his Spirit, and not those wild, enthusias-
tic spirits manifested by some. How was it
with those men in Kirtland? Almost every
one of them denied the faith and went over the
board, and afterwards we found out that they
were adallerous persons.

Aas for the gift of tongues, I do not sgaak in
tongues often. Can [ speak in tongnes? Yes,
I can speak in a good, beautiful language to
this people at any time. Why? Because
God gave me the gift, and he does not give
zifts to men and then take them away again,
8o Jong as those men are doing their duty.
They are gifts, and God gives them to men and
womens; and so long as they improve upon
them they do not forfeit them. If they do not
improve upon them, the devil takes the advan-
tage and will make it appear like the gifts of
God which they have possessed, as nearly ae
possible, and thus they go overboard.

I do not know why it is that I am led to
speak so to-day, but I am led as I am, ani you
may judge whether it is right or wrong. Can
[ interpret tongues? Yes, because that gift is
in me, and 1 bave not forfeited it. Is it in
bro. Brigham? Yes, and so is every gift that
(God ever gave to his ancient Aposties. Goa
has given them to br. Brigham, and he will
never take them away from him. He has the
Spirit in him, and so have his Counselors, that
can discern vour spirits and gifts, whether
they are of God or of the devil.  When any of
you get up to speak in tongues, whether you do
so by the power of God or of the devil, I cau
tell you which source that tongue came from,
and if it is from the Lord I can interpret it.

Are the gifts of the gospel given to you te
fool with? No, neither are they given to die-
tate the Church, nor the priesthood. Have
such things been done? Yes, thousands of
men and womea bave received revelations and
stood up to dictate the President, the Prophet,
the Seer and Revelator, in his priesthood.
When we came to find out who such characters
were, we learned that they were men and wo-
men who had been in the habit of committing
whoredom. - You cannot refer me to an in-
stance of the kind, but what I can show you
that that is their character, more or less. Ia
it not singular? Those gifts and thoss blessings
are for the priesthood to dictate, and it wull
dictate them,

When persons.get the religion of Christ and

 enjoy the Holy Ghost, they will never see any

of that wildness which I have spoken of, un-
less, in the progress of this work, onr Presi-
dent should be inoved upon to briug it iote



