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could be broken up and removed I1
related this theory to two or three rail-
road contractors ahu had bad a great
deal of experience in removing the
same kind of material and they were
unanimous tbhi the opinion that it
could never have been removed in that
manner that the nature of the cement
Isin such that fire and water would not
have the effect upon it stated above
itif this be true then the question still
remains unanswered one gentleman
told me be did not see how the old
builders could have ever made the
excavation with the rude instruments
that they had tutbut they must havehavt
done it as numbers of stoneatone hammers
and axaxa 8 were scattered around the
cut this I1 believe leie the general
opinion among those who have given
the matter any thought perfor my part
I1 seegee no very strong argument in the
above it is not improbable that the
stoneatone implements referred to could
have been left there by a more recent
people still even if they wornwere left
there by the builders themselves as I1
believe it does not argue that they halthall
no other and fatfai betterbelter implements to
work with Y no more than the discovery
of numerous arrowheads olof flint ouoil
the plains ofef marathon would force usu
to the conclusion that the great armies
who participated in that battle were
armeta with such rude instruments of01

war as this would indicate we know
frowfront history just how these armies
were armed but suppose we had no
history of those times and were com-
pelled to judge of the civilization otof
theoldthe old people by just such finds as
that at Marsitmarathonhoti would we not place
an estimate on it far below what it
really deserved it seems to10 me that
that is just what all are
doing with our ancient Ameamerical
civilizations they see about themibena
stupendous workborbe suchsoon asae the great
roads of peru the great blocks ot stone
sogo beautifullybeautifuljy wrought luin peru anu
central america ehte old banals audand
many other things that would seem to
point to a degree otof civilization t qua to
any olof the uluold civilizations of the east
and works too that seemingly loulu
require tools of the beat iron and blebel
to execute yet for all this they say
theet metals were never known to10 the
ancient people of this continent lorfor
the reason that no traces olof them are
found and they close their eyes to
the fact that history records no buob
accomplishmentsaccomplishment by auyany other people
without iron and that itic would seem
impossible that itat could be accomplish-
ed without thathat metal they to
forget that iron is the most perishable
of all metals that it rapidly oxidizes
unless protected from firair and moisture
and abat notwithstanding we know
that the ancient syriansassyriansAs and baby-
lonians hadbad great quantities of that
metal yet very few traces orof it are
now found in the ruins of their cities
then too the fact should not be over
looked that luin the ruinsrubus at people
whose history we know and who were
experts luin working iron todayloday large
quantities of stone audand fitak
mentsmento are found and which is ac-
counted lorfor ouon we basis that they were
used by them for many purposes at the
same time iron was itif then these
facts are true of a people whose history
we kaow could not they be equally
truetru of a people whose history we do
not know when all other conditions
artare equal

in a former letter we referred to the
watch towerslowers on the mountain peake
where guarisguard 8 were maintained abie
would indicate that the old people
were accustomed to war indeed it
seems probable that lorfor a long time
they hadbad to guard against invasion
irumfrom the wild tribes that
them this being true we would
naturally expect to find inID the ruins olof
theirmeir cities some remains otof their im-
plementsclementsts of war just as wowe find in
the old mexican andana peruvian ruins
large numbers of bloteliut arrowheadsarrow headsbeads and
spear beads and stonesatones with sharp
points used on war clubs and many
other things to indicate the nature orof
the implements of war used by the old
people all who visit these rulo
must be struck with the scarcity otof
these things here a few arrow-
heads are found but not in numbers
that would be expected itif they were
used to any extentextentv no other instru-
ments of war have been found as far as
I1 could learnbearn had their implements
otof war been made of iron they must
have all perished long ago so that no
trace of them would now remain
while we have nodo conclusive evidence
on this point it is difficult for us to
understand how they could
job th works that we teebee here without
the aid of that important metal
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persape you would like to learn of

the progress the elders are makinmaking9
among this remnant of the housebouse otof
leraeisrael and also the character of the
country and the customs of its in
babihabitants

when I1 first received my oalcall herebore I1
felt rather discouraged but realizing
ii bat I1 hadbad beenbeau chosen by those pospoe

the highest authority under
the almighty upon the earth I1
heartily responded knowing thatthai god
used the weak things ofof the earth to
battle aganagai i st the powerful audand that
it f put my trust in him and old inmyy
part faithfully akeH could make my
mission a success u I1 one

tahiti is as pretty a spot as one
would wish to gaze upon papette
magnificentut harborbarbur which leIs surour
rounded by a coral reef is a suitable
resting place torfor theabe seasbowls transit veniveal
olesoleo and tois calm wwhenhan thetheocianocean14

buwa are raging in their greatest fury
the island lais of volcanic formationmationlor liklike
its companions in the society groutgroup J
think the highest peak aspires to a
elevation otof booie feet above the
great pacificpacificaa level the
and hillsideshill sides are clothed with shrub-
bery audand grassesgrae see very different to the
snowenow capped peaks of Udiabtab while the
ravines are deckedbedeckedbe with dense forests
and abound with such brulls as the
orange bananasbanana letlei bread- fruit pine
apple guava etc and many
beautifuljul flowers and ternlerne it itsis a
beautiful place so tarfar meas appearance
leoee but beauty is only aklu deep
ubeibe disadvantages areaea e many the
climate tois huthot being located iuin a
tropical region audand the customs anu
babits of the people in great city
papette are not of an elevated charac-
ter they are a shiftless set as a rule
awanu a more immoral people I1 have
never met anen I1 arrived here I1
fould little to encourage me the

english speaking people discouragedut the ministers of the day scoria edus besides circulating false reports ofour actions andabd intentions while theotof the inhabitants were of tuemostmoat loathsome character I1 nwnowwrite of the people of
first impressimpressionsious my

to render our prospect on arrivingar rivinrivinestill nure diacoudiscouragingraging we metinet nuno con-verts or mormon noBO thatour undertaking seemed more forraidable than before our prayers werecontinually ascending to the almightyto sendfiend bornebome one to our rescue andaladafter a considerable delay we werecheered by the arrival of presidentjames 8 brown and hisbis son elandoeilt
although we were called tolu laborthe society islandslandeis the president

on
thought it would be better for two ofus to noena our time among the inhab-itants of the group thesetheaare called the lower archip-elago Is lacuslauds As a result brother 013 larsen and I1 were chosen to comeCODASto thishis section of the vineyard whichlies some two hundred miles north ofpapettePapeete

unlike tahiti these islands are ofcorarcoral formation none reaching an oleeleotof twenty lestleet while theof them stand six feetfeel above mostseabea leveldevolat their greatest altitude
abound here the earth not beinadapted to the growth of other frufruit

being
itsituated in the center of each islandIslaaa large lagoonslagoon where the delihmake their living by diving lorfor

peoples
thethvaluable pearl shellabell whick la secretedwithin ththisis animal made basin Aanother pursuit isin the making of

ul

from the cocococoanutanut the nut
opra

whowhenripe isin opened anu the meatineat driedthousands of tons are
snippedshipped to sanban francisco where

annuallyannual lv
fiuzat of toilet soap is manufacturedmanula th
from the same the alurednatives 0off thisihlgroup are of a darker ct tthandataenuse of papettePapeete but far ahead of ththen

arare
in woramoralityliLy and good works somesomeva

their customs and actions ofnf
might hpatterned alterafter by the whites

be
profit withWIHn

on sunday at home we always
hect the bestbeet of meals how tn

defreredifferentneredate your meals are coldcola beibeina all
lagprel the day previous therhe

pro
folks doustdont stay home but go to church

women
soas do the menmain blace my arrival heheretohasban been my abidinabiding9 placethere are four missionaries in thingroup Brotbrotherbere damron jones andlarmeujuaroeDs and myself within the last sixweeks we have baptized seven 1andndblessedblamed one child there arefour hundred cormonsmormonsMormons on thesethene

someome
islands the josephitesJosep bites havhaveequitquite abondband of followerslowersful these warwere allmembers of our church at one timebut have been led astray by one toti owomasosmiths anall apostle of kneir creed

mr Is18 a halt caste he to
wealthy and treats us with all thekindness we could expect from alather we have been stayingslaying hereheror six weeks wita him anuand tielie will
tabeme no pay romfrom usup he goes to ouraurmeetings regularly and has charge orofthe wornwork orof buildingDUllding the mormon
meeting housebouse which is 68 by 3686 feetfeea
and is to be sixteen feet high toisthis lain
a fluefine edifice for a people like bin toattempt to complete in three
but I1 they will do it we have
had the bestbeet of food obtainable in we
section of the country and I1 hope we


