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could be broken up sapd removed. I
related this theory to two or three rail-
road cobiractors who had had a greal
Jeal of experience in removing the
same kind of materinl and they were
upanimous ih the opinion that it
coulu never bave been removed in that
menoer; that the nature of the cement
ls such that fire and water would oot
have the effect upon it ststed above.
If this be tiue then tha guestion sti)i
rewains unanewered. Que gentleman
told me he did not see how theold
builders coulu have ever made the
exouvation with the rude instrumenis
that they had, but they must have
done it, a8 numbers of stone hammers
nnd ax.5 were sualtered uround the
cut. This 1 beljeve Is the general
opinion among Lbose who have gilven
tbhe mutter any thought. For my part
1 see no very stroug argument in the
above. It is not improbahle that the
stone implements referred o could
have been left Lhere by a more recent
people; still, even If they were lett
there by the huilders themeelves, as 1
believe, It does not argue that they huu
no other and fal betler implements tv
wourk with; no more than the discovery
vl numerous afrowheads of flint owu
tbe plains ef Marathon would furce ue
to the conclusion thul the greal armies
who participated in that battle were
armed with puch rude insiruments o
war a8 this would indicate. Wo know
from history just how thess armies
were armed; bul suppore we had no
history of thoee Limes and were com:-
pelled to judge of tbe clvilizalion o1
the old peopie by just sucbh fndsas
that at Marathon—would we not place
an estimate on it [ar below what it
really ueserved? It seems tv me that
that 1s juet what all srch@slugiste sre
dolug with vur aocieul A meneao
oivilizatlons. They see oboutl them
stupenuous worke, such as tue greal
roaus of Peru, the great blucks o) stone
80 bveautifuliy wrought in Peru anu
Centra] Americe, these old canals aud
meny other things thal wouly secem o
point to a degree ot oivilizalion vqual tu
uny ot the ylu ¢ivilizalions of the enst,
and works too that seemibgly woulu
require luole of the besl iron unu slvel
1o execule; yeol for mil this they say
there metals were never knowu 1o the
Aanciesutl people of tuls continent, lor
the reasvn thal Do Lraces of them are
founu; and they close Lheir eyes iu
tbe fact thal history recurds noruch
accomplishmenls by any olthel peuple
wilhout iron, and that 1t would seem
impossible that st coujd be accompiiah-
eu without that metal. They seew to
forget that iron is the most perishable
of ali metale, that it rapldly oxidizes
unless protected from »ir and Mmolsture,
any Lhat npotwithstanding we kuow
that the ancieot Aesyrisue Bond Baby-
fvnlans had Kreal quantilies of that
metul yel very few traces of it are
now found in the ruins of thelr clties.
Then, oo, the fact should not be over-
looked lhat ju the rujvs of people
whose bistory we know and whu were
experts 1n working iron, wdsy large
quantitiee of stune and fAlat impie-
ments are found, and which ls ao-
¢ouliled fur ou the bas.s that vhey were
ueed by them fof MADY pulyoses ut Lhe
pane Lime lron was, [l lhen Lhese
fucts are trusof n peopie wWhore Listury
we kvow, could not they bewqually
true of & people whose history we uu
not know when all other cunpditjons
are equul?

In a forroer letter we referfed to the
walch towers on the mouutsiu peaks,
where guarigs wWere maivtained; this
would inaicate that the old people
were accustomed to war. Indeed it
seems probable thal for a long time
they had v guard sgalust 1nvasion
from the wild tribes thal surrvunded
them. 'This being true we would
nulurally expect tu find 1n the ruins ol
Lueir cities sume remaing of their im-
plements vf war, just as wo filod in
the old Mexican and Peruvian ruine
Jurge numbers of fliot arrvw-heads acd
spear-beads, and stwnes with sharp
points used on war clubs, and mauy
other things to indicate the wuature or
Lhe implements of war used by the oid
peuple.  All who visit these ruins
musl be struck with the scarcity of
these things beres Tiue, a foew arrow-
bends are found, but nol in numbers
that would be expected 1f Lhey were
used to any extent.* No other i1Dstru-
ments of war have been found as far as
I could Jearn. Hau thelr implements
0F War been made of jron they must
have all perisoed long sgo, so lbal Do
trace of them would now remain.
While we have no conclusive evidence
oD this peint it is difficmit fur usto
understand how they could accomyj-
Isb the wurks that we see here without
tbhe aid of that important melal.

JOEL RICKS.

ON CORAL ISLANDS.

Tucaroa, Tuamotu, June 28, 1853.
— Pernaps you would ke to learn of
the progress the KElders are muaking
among this remnant of the house of
Ierael, and slso the charuscter of the
cuuniry &nu the customs of its Im-
habitaute.

When I fret received my call here I
felt rulber discvuraged, but realizing
1hat I had been chiosen by 1hose poi-
sessing tbe bighest autborily under
tae Aimighty upon the earth, I
henrtily respunded, knowing thst Gou
useu the weak things of the eurth to
battle ngaii 8t the powerful, und that
it I put-my trust in Him apd vid my
purt [aithlully Hwe could make my
mission » success;ul one,

‘Tahitl! is as pretly a sLot 88 one
wouly wish 1o geze upon. Pupeete
magnificent barbur, which e aur-

roupnded by a coural reef, 18 & suiluble
resting place lor the sen’s Lrangit veni-
cles, and is caim wken the ocean’s Lal-
luws are raging in thelr greatest fury.
Theisland is of vulesnic formation, hke
1ta cumpaniona in the Suelely group. 1
thivk the higbest penk aspires o a

elevation of some BOUU feel above the
¢tval Pacific’s levei. The wuuntaine
uwnd hillsides are clothed Wwith ehrub-
bery aud grasses, very different tuv tue
snow-capped peske of Uiab, while the
ravines are bedecked with dense foresils
apd abound with wsucb fruits as the
orange, buuana, ied, bread- fruit, pne
apple, vocanul, Yusva, elc., And many
pesutl/ul Bowers spu ferope. It 1 &
benutilul place, 80 Iur us AppEATaDCE
coer, bul ““besuty I8 ouly rkin eep. ??
lhe uirayvantsges ase mMADY; the
climate 18 hul, being Jovsied v &
trupical i1egion, nud the custvms and
nabits of the people In Luelr great cily
Papeete are not of A0 elevuled charac-
ter. They ule u sbiftless vet, a8 a rule,
and & mure immoeral jeople 1 have
pever wet., Wboen 1 arfived here [

fourd itle to encourage me. The

Englisbh speaking people uispou

ut; the ministers of lhg day so;:ﬁ:g
us, besides circulsling false reports gof
our sctivn8 and intentions, while tho
doipge of the inhabltantse were of t.ne
most ;oalhaome character. I n')wu
write of the peiple of Papecte;

first lmpressiona? perloinns,my

To renier our prospect on Brrivip
8till m.re diacournging,we mey hu gog
verls or Mormon missivnaaries, so ;
our undertaking seemed more fo;m]:;
able than before. Qur prayerg wﬂ.'
eoutinually secending to the A]mjghle
lo send rome oDe 10 OUr lescue any
after a considérable Jelay we K 2
cheervd by the arrival of
James B. Brown and his sun

Although we were called
the Society islands, the
thougit tt would be betier for two
us tu Bpend our time among the inh gf
itants of ihe Tuamota group, Thn 3
aresomelime calles the Liower Aroﬁle
pelago lslacus. As a result, Broth ey Ch
8. Larsen and 1 were chosen to copg
10 Lhis section of the VIueyard, Whle;
lies pome LwWo hundred miles
PaUpeete. o

nlike Tahltl, these istany
coral furmation, none reachln; ::eelof
valion of twen1y leet, while the moe-
of them stand mx feel above Bea lev“
sl their greatest altitude. Cocon e
abound here, lhe earth not gefo
adapted to the growth uf other frul‘;n"

Bituated jn tbe center of egcp inl .
Is s large lugoon, where the petﬂﬂld
make thelr liviug by diviog for lehe
valuable pearl shell whicu js BECray b
within thie animal-mude basig Aed
other pursull §s the muking of co o
from the cocuvanut. The puy w!?ra
ripe 8 opened BDu the megy urf G
Thoussuda of tons are wppy Td'
shipped tu Bun Frunecleco, where uull
finest of tolet eoap is MHNuTuoy o
from the sume. The natives of trud
group are of a darker gust thup o
tnuse of Papeetle, bulfal aheag of mnre
1D worality and good works, Som =1
their customes und acliong mighr l:’uf
patterned niter by the w
Drofit. & bites wyp

Op dunday st bome we a]
pect lht;’btsl of meals. How
nere. vul meals ale cojud
pures the day previyus. "l‘l:]eul?.,%,;m'
folks don’tatay home,but B0 o chuy Ci]n
as do the men. Biace my urrjvg) hc !
Fucaros bas been my abidiny ]B“e
There are four missionarjes jpl: t,g:'
group—Brothers Damron, Joney , 3
Larseu, and myself Within the lapt grilx
weeks Wo huve baptlzey wevep and
biessed one child. 'There are gp
four hundred " “Murmous®® p lh:n:
1laude. The Josephites have quu;a
band of fuilowers. These werg al}
members of vur Church al one (jime
vut have been ledastray by one T, oma;
Bmith, an apustle of wher cread,

Mr. Mopuhi ls B half-caste:
woullhy sud treals um wiut::;;nhe[h‘:
kindness we oobid expect from =&
latber. We have bpeen Biaying here
Or BIK Weeks wilh him, ayd pe will
take DO pay trom us, He gues to pur
weoelings regularly and uas vharge ot
the wurk vl oullding the “Mormon’?
meeUnyg honse, which 1s 68 by 35 leet,
and is to be pixteen feel high. ™ Tuis is
a fine edifice for u people like this to
aftempl to cuompiete 1n Lhree monthes;
but I thluk they will do it
had the best of food obtainable in this
sectiou of the country, and [ hope we
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