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ple.  Later, synagogues wers erected,
wliere the Law and I’rophets were rend
and expounded. (Ag. xiii: 15.)

The mouthly festlvals were held at
lhe appearance of the new moon. La-
Lbor was not suspended on these days
ason the weekly Sabbaths, but par-
{leular offerings were made. They
were announced by a certain signal—
the sound of silver trumpefs blown by
thesons of Aaron.

The yearly festivals were three. At
thege all the male adults were required
to appear at the sanetuary, the taber-
nacle or temple,

The passover commenced in fhe
evening on the 14th of Abib, the firat
month of the ecclesiastieal year. It
wag kept in commmewmoration of the ex-
odus from Egypt, when God spared the
firstborn of the Israelites from Jdestruce
tion. All leaven was then re-
moved from every house. A lamb
was slain for every household. Its
bloed wag sprinkied on the door-posts,
the lamb roasted whole, with two spits
thrust tranaversely through it, and
wasthen eaten with Litter herbs. Un-
leavened Lread was broken by the
bead of the family and distributed to
each member. No fewer than ten and
not more than twenty were admitted to
the feagr. Wine was ulso distributed
and songs of praise were sung. Sacri-
fices were offered every day during
this festival which lasted from the Iath
to the 27th of the month. On the 16th
the firat ears of corn were presented
before the Lord as o preliminary to
the eommencementof Lhie harvest.

From the second day of the passover,
fifty days, or seven full weeks were
counted, and then came the feast of
Pentecost, This feast was held at the
completion ofthe harvest. Loaves made
of the new meal and grain were then
Offered to the Lord as the first fruits

and many burpt-offerings preaegted.'

At this time particularly, the Jews
gathered in the sanctury.

From the 15th to the 27th of the
month Tisri, our October, the feast of
the tabernacles was celebrated in com-

the transgressor being cut off from the
people. On this day the presiding
high priest entered the Holy of Holies,
where he aprinkled the blood of a goat
which had previousiy been slain. Anp-
other goat, after the sins of the people
Liad been confessed over it and the
Zuilt, so to spealk, transferred to it, was
letloose in the wilderness. Tiius the
atonement of our Lord was typified and
set Dbefore the eyes of the people.
Through the death of one, the other
was made free,

The first day of the month Tirsi,
corregponding to our October, wasthe
commencement of theecivil year, Tiis
was also announced by the sounds of
thesilver irumpets. On this day no
workk was to. be done and sacrifices
were pregented before the Lord.

Other yearly festivals are later.
These are the feast of purim and the
feast of dedication. The fimt falls on
the month Adar (March) and com-
memorates the victory of Bblordecai
over Haman, when this Babylonian
minister plotted the destruction of the
capfive Jewe; the recond is celebrated
in remembrance of the re-establish-
ment of the worship of God in Jerusa-
lem, after the defeat of the tyrant An-
tioclhiug Epivhanes. It was held for
eight days from the 25th of Kislev
{ December), and is algo known as the
feast of lights, from the illuminations
which were customnry at that festival,

Besiden these yearly feativals, every
geventh year wns a Babbath year. The
land lay untiiled and the fruits were
not gathered during that year.
What  grew  spontaneously  was
for the poor. The pcople were free,
duriuvg this year, to cngage in com-
merce, balld, or hunt and fish as usual.
But the land was to rest, and the poor
were to have the beneflt of the prod-
ucts of the soil, DMoses prediets (Lev,
xxvi: 34, 35) that the people should
soon disregard the law concerning the
Sabbath year, and that this would be
oue of the reasons, wby they would Le
scattered awong iheir enemies, and
this prediction waa literally fulfilled.

memoratjon of the sojourn of the larael- | After the return from Babylon, the law

Ites in the wilierness. Boweries were
‘then coustructed of bLranches of trees
and in these the puople resided for one
week. The feast was the most joyous
of all, Tt wanscalled ‘“‘the great Ho-
sanna** and more sacrifices were offered
during this time than during any
other time of the year.

 This festival was preceded, on:the
10th of Tlsri, by the great day of atone-
ment, the only fast day of the year
Preacribed by the law. Oun thisday
the people were ecalled topether by

the sound of the silver truumipets.
No work was fo be done ob
thla  day  on  punalty  of

was again observed and mauvy of the
Jews today, in Palestine, particularly
around Hebron, scrupulously observe
it,

Every fiftieth year, moreover, was a
Fear of juhilee. This year was an-
nounced on the I10th of Tiscl, the day
of atomement, and was, indeed, a
jubilee year. Then all servants and
ullslaves were set free. All land and
all houses in the cities of the Levites
whichi had been sold during the pre-
ceding fifty years, were returned to the
sellers, except such property as had
been consccrated to the Lord, All

mortgaged lands, too, were relessed '
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witliout charge. Tiw year of jubileo
was therefore a complete type of the
millennial dizpensation, yet to come,
according to the predictions of the
prophets=.

The tendency of ail these festivals
wag clearly to unife the people in a

holy brotherhood and to separate
them from the heathen. They
preserved the memory of past

niercies aud illustrated the holiness of
their God. They preserved the Israel-
ites from the corrupting influences of
inceseant application of their minds to
worldly pursuits and they were calcu-
lated to lighten the burdens ofthe poor,
They, finally, suggested many spirifual
trutlis, to be revealed in greater full-
ness in later dispensations.

In conclusion, we may say of thelaw
of Moses, that the whole system is one
grand lesson, eminently suited fo the
condition of {he people to whom it was
first given, and a close study of its pro-
visiong is instructive to all natfons.. To
the religious it manifests the wisdom
of Jehovah in adapting liis laws to the
conditions of the people to whont they
are given, 6 .
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PROGRESSIVE ANTI-“MORMONS*

UxDER the head of ¢“*What the Gen-
tiles have socoymplished among the
Mormons of 8t Liake City,” Pome-
roy’a Advance Thought makes the fol-
Jowing statement of facts:

#That anti-Mornon government bas
inereased tho eity taxos three handred
per centt. The citi recorder has furned
out 2 dofaulter. vine gambling honses
and thirty-ons honges of pros itution
have been opened there gince the great
anti-Mormon moevement atruek its gate.
At this rate, S8alt Lake City will soon Ls
as big abot-bed for vice, erimoe and dissi-
pation as is Donver or New York City.”?

_Commentiug on this the Jamestown,
N. Y., Sun say::
" 4At this rate Utab will soon ba ready

for admission into the Union, and be a
leader of fashion in Wasnington.”

AN INTERESTING DISCUVERY.

A SIZORT lime since o felegram from
Leadville, Celorado, stated that 4 man
named John Suanger had brought to
thwat city an arrow head, made of tem-
pered copper, aud a nombor of human
bones, wlhich werc,gu'nl in a mine,
450 feet below the Aurlaco of the earth,
imbedded In a vein of silver-bearing
ore. Qver 310 worth of ore clung to
the bapes when they were removed
frem the mine. The arrow lhead Is fonr
inchies long and 14 inches wide at the
widest part. The shank is 14 inches
leng and has a hola pierced through
the center by which the shaft was fas-
tened to thespike. The ore glung to '
it when tuken from the vvin, and was
with some ¢iflloulty temoved. Que of




