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the saints of the prevalent evils among
them especially that of witchcraft
which enticed many of the maorislaoris from
the pithpath of righteousness false pro-
phets had arisen among them and they
needed therefore the brint of god con-
tinually he treated upon the principles
of the gospel and referred to the great
faith exercised in the ordinance lorfor the
healing of the sick

elder james S abbott was called
upon to represent confer-
ence stated that many of the members
were very diligent while the wayward-
ness of others caused great anxiety to
the elders he stated that god had
blessed his servants during their travels
among the people andana rejoiced in
these evidences of divine favor he
urged all the members to cease all their
evilvil practices that their lives might be
a living testimony to the truth of the
gospel message

eldereider jedediah goff expressed his
pleasure at being privileged to partake
of the good spirit manifested in the
annual conference he referred to the
early prophecies of joseph smith and
oliver cowdery afterafier their baptism
that the church should be great and re

to witness the result of a boys
prayer he traced briefly the work of
god from the commencement and the
striking fulfilmentfulfillment otof prophecy

te Awapuni president of tamaki
branch and bakana an intelliintelli-
gent young maori also addressed the
people after which the congregation
sang hymn 70 prayer by denare apa
tarietar

the evening meeting was held at 7
p m opening with singing hymn 96
prayer by nichai te rangi hymn 52

elder R L bird being called upon
expressed his pleasure at meeting with
the saints in general conconferenceterence he
had labored one year ahng the eu

on the south island and loundfound
a good spirit existing among them
someome had been baptized recently and
he thought others soon would be the
servants of god had been sent forth to

preach the gospel as a witness unto
all nations and to combat error with
eternal truth he compared the com-
missionmi ision given by christ to chishis disciples
with that possessed by the elders in
these days commented also on the
restoration of the gospel through the
ministry of angels in fulfilmentfulfillment olof revel-
ations xiv 6 it was a grand scene to
him to witness so many saints anxious
to bear their testimonies and he re-
minded them that it was only necessary
to continue faithful to all their coven-
ants to earn a great rewardcl and finally
be counted among those whom god
will gather unto himself as his
jewels i

elder charles hardy president of
auckland branch felt happy to witness
the fruits of the labors of the servants
of god who havhaveletteleft all to preach the
gospel unto the people he was pleased
to see the light of the gospel spread
abroad he perceived in the world a
spirit of division nation against nation
kingdom against kingdom lather against
son mother against daughter and the
signs of the times indicated clearly the

of prophecy he warned
the saints against apostasy for apos
tatestateswillwill go into great darkness and
suffer much misery he boreborea a faithful
testimony to the latter day work

elder fohn johnson had listened with
much interest to the instructions given

in conference and he testified thathat the
principles of the gospel as taught by
the elders could be substantiated from
holy writ for the past eight months
he had labored in the city ofof auckland
and while some opposed the truth
many kind friends had beenbaen found there
the doctrines of the church may be
unpopular but they nevertheless are
true he commented on the relation-
ship between mormonism and christian-
ity and desired to bear hisbis testimony
that joseph smith was a true prophet of
god and no man had ever instituted a
better form of worship the power
was received from god and the elders
are now clothed with authority to preach
these principles to the world

elder T J morgan from the bay of
islands district addressed a few words
on the first principles of the gospel
he testified that the words of the elders
were true and that the true church of
god had been restored to the earth in
the latter days the church orgorganiza-
tion

iniza
and the mission of the elders to

all parts of the world was also referred
to he spoke of the great change now
noticeable among the maorislaoris in the
bay of islands conference and the
kindness extended to the elders in con-
trast with the treatment received a few
years ago

the following maori elders also spoke
to the people viz paralenePa an influen-
tial chief from Waira rapa brewi haaka
of poriruaPori rua pere of te hauke
and wi beera first counselor in porirua
branch

meeting was closed with singing hymn
24 prayer by elder R E scott

third day of conference the sab
hath meetings were commenced at io10
a m promptly and opened with sing-
ing hymn xa18 prayer by elder E J
palmer hymn 86

sacrament was administered by el-
ders obrien hoagland and
bowles

elder M C nielson was the first
speaker he complimented the mem-
bers on the general observance of fast
day and felt the influence of the spirit
of god present as the members were
evidently hungering and thirsting after
righteousness he stated that he had
labored with much success among the
europeans and felt sure that many
honest hearted souls would receive the
truth schoolhouses are often obtained
free and many hallshails have been obtained
at a nominal rental after commenting
on various prayed that the
spirit of the lord might continue to
rest upon the maorislaoris and europeans
and that the good would continue till
every adul had an opportunity otof receiv-
ing or rejecting the gospel

an interesting letter of greeting and
counsel was read from president wil-
liam which was very much ap-
preciatedprecia ted by the maori saints who
listened attentively to the cheering
words olof their beloved ex president

the statisticalstatis and sunday school re-
ports were read by the clerk of the mis-
sion elder B goddard the former
showed a total membership of 2465
children under eight years total
number of souls guibernumber otof
families total number otof baptisms
during 1893 number of european
members the net increase for the
year is members otof which 98 are
europeans the sunday school report
show the total number of officers
teachers and children to be 1227 ses

held during the year 1559 aver-
age attendance of61 pupils

the meeting was closed with singing
hymn prayer by elder E 0 best

A european service having been an-
nounced for the afternoon a large num-
ber of visitors were present the meet-
ing was called to order at p m
singing jesus mighty king of zion
prayer by elder john johnson the
congregation joined in singing now
let us rejoice in the day of salvation

elder B goddard was called to ad-
dress the congregation and felt depen-
dent upon the spirit of jehovah know-
ing that no man without it can declare
intelligently the truths contained in the
word of god he showed that the
same spirit of persecution which was
rife among the primitive saints was
also prevalent in this age toward the
people of god the first principles of
the gospel were spoken upon and
scripscriptural references quoted in connec-
tion therewith the gifts graces and
blessings that characterized the early
christians were restored once more to
the earth and god had sanctified his
church by fire from heaven the gift of
the holy ghost the organiza-
tion was touched upon the form of the
primitive church being plainly portrayed
from holy writ the speaker explained
fully I1 corinthians lath chapter in con-
nection with this subject authority to
minister in gods name was given to
joseph smith and the everlasting gospel
was again being preached 00 every
nation kindred tongue and people
the speaker called upon his hearers to
render obedience to the laws of god
and closed by bearing an earnest testi-
mony to the truth of the principles of
so called mormonismMonnon ism

an evening meeting was held at 7
and opened with singing hymn

prayer by brother august nielson
hymn

president gardner announced that
several elders had faithfully completed
their labors and he desired the saints
to honorably release elders B goddard
E J palmer M C nielson and 1 E
fisher with their blessings though they
would continue their work in the vine
yard until they sailed from sydney may
irth

the general authorities of the church
and appointments of local elders were
read by elder goddard and sustained
by the conference

the meeting was afterwards address-
ed by pukeroa te te haada
and Kar aitiana three native elders
who gave timely counsel to the saints
and bore faithful testimonies and
twenty four brethren and sisters atter
wards also bore their testimonies

at the close president wm gardner
addressed the people and returned
thanks to all who had contributed to the
success of the annual conference he
gratefully acknowledged the zeal and
hospithospitalityaldy of the people of Tamaki and
gave encouraging instructions to all

the following appointments were
made and sustained during the meeting

conference elders james
S abbottYbbott john H ellis H C jex

W S dimond P 0 address palmers-
ton north new zealand

hawkes bay elders W F

the first named in each conference is presi-
dent and those marked thus are exclusively
european districts or elders engaged in
european work


