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the following appeal to a sexton forturetorfor purepura in the
meeta house should haivehavre a veneral circulation the
tpellius is not very goodgotgoi d but the srargumentament is
II11 Is from the detroitdetruit tritrltribunebune
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iscatteracs therlln leads and blowblown n crmenarmen a hat
in shortchort its jest treefree as arearoarbare out doresdures
but 0 sextantsextant in our chereb its scarce as piety
scarce as bank bills when azinta beg for
gellwell some say Is purfyparty often taint to me
wat I1 give aint kotbin to nobody but 0 sextantextanti

cu shet raerihen and childrenchildre
Spesbanyhalty thebe latteriatter lp in a wetile place
some has badbail brembs none aint 2
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and some faint none and some haibt
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I1 as youryou saysty 15 dinits and then to be diddida
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0 sextant coant you know our lungs Is bellusbellbeli seFses

to do abethe fler of lirelife and keep it from
goin out andnd how can blo without wincy

and aaint wind alft I11 put it to youryoun conscon chensschena

areisartisareart Is the same to us aaas milk to babies
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I1 wilwll commence my discourse by reading
the testimony 0of three witnesses of the book

I1

CIBEBE it known unto all nations kindkindredsredsredo
tonguestongue and people unto whom this work
shall come that we through the grace of god
the FatherFither and our lord jesus christ have
seen the plates which contain this recordrecordre cordcorO
which is a record of the people of nephi and
also of the Lama sy their brethrenbretbrei hren andard also
of the people ofoJaredjared who came from the
tower of which hathbath been spokenapoepo kerikerl and we also
know that they have been translatedtrani by the
kiftgift and power of god for his voice hathbath de-
clared it intounto us wherefore we know of a
surety that the work is true and we also
testifytestily that we have seen the engravingseg ravings
which are upon the plates and they have been
obern unto us by the power of god and not
tot man and we declare with words of
po berneesberness that an angel ofbf god came down
fromrom heaven and be brought and laid before
pur eyes that we beheld and saw the plates
endund the engravings thereoi and we know

I1

hatthat it isis by the grace of god the father
and our bord jesus christbrist that we beheld and
bealpear record that these things are true aid it
iss i in our eyes nevertheless the
voice of the lord commanded usno that we should
bear renordrecord of it wherefore to be obedient
unto the commandments of god we bear testi-

enony of these things and weiv krowknow that if
we are faithful in chritchrist we shall rid our

farmelFarmengarmentstiltit of the blood of all men andalid be found

spotspotlessiesoleso before the judgment seat of christ
and shall dwell with hlinblin eternally in the
heavensbeavens ancland the honor be to the Pfatherather and
to the son arldand to the holy ghost which is
one god amen
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irvillI1 will also read the testimony of61 eight wit-
nesses

be it known unto all nations kindreds
toitongueslieslles and people unto whom this work
sshallshailb 1iliiii come that joseph smith jr translator
btbf this work has chewn unto us the platesplatea of
which hathbath been spoken which have the ap-
pearancepe arance of gold and as many of the leaves as
lnethe said smith has translated we did handle
with our hands and we also saw the engrav-
ings thereon all of which has the appearance
otof ancient work and of curious workmanship
and this we bear record with words of sober
ness that the said smith has chewn unto us
for we have seen and hefted and know of a
surety that the said smith has got the plates
of which we have spoken and we give our
campnames unto the world to witness unto he
wo ililil that which we have beenseen and ivewe lie not
Ggodd bearing witness of it
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brethren and friends
I1 appear before you todayto day for the first time

for many months feeling grateful to our
fatherfather inn heaven for his condescensionconde cension and
mercy unto us as a people that we are once
more through his kind providence permitted
to assassembleable ourselves together in this taber-
nacle for the purpose of public worship

whether I1 say enuch or little it is my sin-
cere desire to be dictated by the spirit of the
livingg god the church of jesus christ of
lattelatterr Ddaytaa Ssaintsalnain is waswaa established upon the

earthearth in the year 1830 hadhail it not been for
the book of mormon which I1 now hold in my
handsbands such a church would not have had an
existence the probability is there would
have been no settlements formed in this terr-
itory no cities to adorn these dreary wastes

no tabernacles erected for divine worship
andana no congregations assembled to hear the
words of life the vast solitudes of these
deserts would have been interrupted onionlyodlyy by
the howling of wild beasts or the still more
dismal yebellgIs of the ferocious savage but
thithiss wonderful bookook has wrought a vast
change and these sterile regions now rejoice
and blossom as the rose this book professes
to be sent forth as a divine revelation from god

if it be an imposition many of our opposers
say then this church is an imposition also
and our faithfath and hope are vain on the other
hand if the book of mormon be a divine reve-
lation as the witnesses have testified itif god
has indeed brought forth the ancient history
of the american continent and writings of the
aaancient prophets and apostles that once in-
habitedI1 this land if behe hasbaa done this and re-
established his kingdom aldard church upon the
earthdearth 6thenen our opposers that condemn the
bookhook will be found under condemnation if
this book be of god it must have sufficient
evidence accompanying it to convince the minds
of all reasonable persons that it is a divine
revelation ifit it has been translated by the
gift and power of god through the means of
the Uru mand Thum minand angels have been
sent from heaven to bear testimony of its
trothtruth then all the inhabitants of the world are
concerned and have an interest in it

it is not the few individuals only who are
within the walls of this tabernacle that are
interested in its truths it is not the few indi-
viduals only who inhabit this territerritorytereaandn d
the few saints abroad in the world wwhoh aare in-
terestedteto rested in it but all the nations of the earth
without one exception their emperors kings
and nobles their presidents governors and ru-
lerberei their popes archbishopsarch bishops and bishops
their learned andarid unlearned of every religious
society whether jews Mahome dans pagans
or christians are all equally interested in it
if it be what it professes to be

if the lord will assist and strengthen me by
hisbis holy spirit which I1 believe hebe will do
through your prayers I1 will endeavor to bring
forth some few of the evidences which estab-
lish the divine authenticity of the book of
mormon

I1 shall compare this evidence with the evi-
dence for the divine authenticity of the bible
if the two books are supported by an equal
amount of evidence then all are required to
have the same faithaith in the one as the other
but if the divinity of the book of mormon
does not rest upon aoart sure a foundation as the
bible henthen the people will have some little
reason for rejecting it

in the first place I1 shall examine what evi-
dences the present generation have to believe
the various books incorporated in the holy
scriptures of the old anandd lewbewnew testaments totor

be of divine origin it must be recollected
that the book called the bible was translated
from manuscripts years ago by king
james I1translators Tthehe manuscripts from
wh ich1 the bible was taken are not now in
eexistencexi stence I1upjp to the year 1749 they were
depositedepo sited at a spanish university called
alcala anciently named the
librarian sold them to one joryo who dealt
in fireworksfire works as materials for making sky
rocketsrackets for authority see marshsmarahs Michnichmichelisaeils
vol 2 part 1 page

the oldest manuscripts of0 any of the books
of the old testament at the present day date
from the twelfth century of the christian era
you will find proof of this inia the
owdia britannica the eighth edition vol 4
pageadge which series is now being published
in edinburgh scotland that celebrated
work says the sacred books of the- old
testament havehavercomecome down to our times in
MSS the oldest of which date from twelfth
century nothing is known of the history of
the text previous to that period after the return
of the jews from their captivity

it- is believed by the learned that the old
testament scriptures were all destroyed by
the As syrians nearly sixbix hundred years before
christ the apocryphaa informs us that esdras
was inspired to rewritere write them in this man-
ner it is conjectured that the jews again came
in possession of their sacred writings these
books again perished in the great persecution
of Anti ochus for further information upon
this subject see bretts dissertation itin
watsons collect vol 3 page 50

the history of the inspired writings anterior
to the captivity is very brief
the number of copies were very few in the
days of josiah all of the jews beemseem to have
been destitute of a copy of the law during
the reign of that king in repairing the househonse
of the lord a copy of the book of ththee law wwasa9
found and when presented to the king he
sent five messengers to huldah the krophprophetessf Vs

saying go inquire of the lord formfor meVand
for them that are left in israel and in judah
concerning the words 0off the book that is
found the messengers returned and report-
ed to the king that the book found was in-
deed a divine revelation and the king caused
allaila the inhabitants of jerusalem to be assem-
bled to hear the words of the book see 11
chron 34

for a long period previous to finding the
book the jewjews8 hhadad been ignorant of the scrip-
tures and hadbad fallen into the grossest idolatry
A new revelation through the prophetess hulhui
dah seems to have been sufficient to convince
the king and all israel of the divinity odthe
book they must hayehave been inclined in that
age of the world to believe the history of the
servants of god more than in this age for
now the people generally require a vast
amount of evidence the testimonytest mony of a dozen
witnesses is scarcely regarded

I1 have already abseobservedarved through the perse
cautions raised against the housebouse of Israel their
booksbonks were destroyed yes even the tables of
stone for some reason were taken from them
and allailallail israel were left without even a copy of
the law until accidentally they happened to
find oneoae that had been hidbid in the house of the
lord as I1 have already named and they were
so ignorant with regard to this copy they were
obliged to send for huldah the prophet
esses in israel to inquire of the lard tornow
if it really was his word they found a book
but they did not know whether it was true dior
false and they thought it important that it
should be determined by the immediate word
of god

why not this generation go and do likewise
why not inquire of ththee lord whether the
book ofot mormon is ta divine revelation the
copy found anciancl eniyeulyenly contained the words of
the lord and the people were so rejoiced
that the whole nation of jews gathered togeth-
er to hearbear it read and rejoiced over it and
gave heed to its precepts they were not like
the present generation they did not fight it and
testify all manner of evil against it andanti pub
jibb lies against it but they believed it on the
testimony of the prophetess

it is very probable that the jews copied
these sacred writings upon various materials
bishop watson informs us that thethe hebrews
went so far as to write their sacred books in
goldloldold as we may learn from josephus compared
with pliny ilehe further says those books
which were inscribed on tablets of wood lead
brass or ivory were connected together by
rings at the back through which a rod was
passed to carry them by theinthe first books
continuecontinued3 bishop watson were in the form of
blocks and tables of which we find frequent
mention in scripture under the appellation of
SEPHER that is square tables that form
which obtains among us he quotes from
pliny is the square composed of separate
leaveleaves which waawas also known though little
used among the ancients

these copies of the scriptures were destroy-
ed so that the jewsjegg were again left destitutedebideai tute
of the sacred writings how they again ob-
tained a copy this generation are not informed

esdras informs us in the apocryphai that he

wasvi as insinspiredred of god to write a great numbernumber of
the boorbookbookss of the old testament scriptures so
that the jewish people mimightht aagainainaln be inin pos-
session of them but how arere this generation to
knowmow whether esdras was a true prophet or
not how are they to know that he was ac-
tually inspired of god to perform so great a
work it seems that the learned have no confi-
dence inin him or they would not have placed
ilsbis books among the apocryphal writings as
being doubtful

but soon after the days of esdras the sacred
books again perished how did the jews
again obtain copies none of the learned can
answer this question for seventeen long
centuries the history of the sacred text isis un-
known we are informedintormed by learned writers
that about three centuries before christ the
hebrew scriptures were translated into greek
called the septuagint but have we any copies
of the septuagint no you may search all
the arcarchiveshivesbives of the nations and you cannot
find one of thesetheme ancient copies fifteen hun-
dred years after this supposed translation youyoli
findfidd some greek and hebrew manuscripts
let us inquire into the situation of the manu-
scripts from which our present hebrew and
greek bibles were formed we are informed
by st chrysostom an ancient christian writer
who lived soon after the daysays of christ that

many of the prophetical monuments have
perished for the jews being careless and not
only careless but also impious have careless-
ly lost some of these monumentmonuments others they
have partly burned partly torn in pieces

we are also informed by st justin another
early christian writer that the jews actually
did destroy a great number of the prophetical
books inin order that the world might not per-
ceive the agreement between the ancient pro-
phets inin the old testament and christianity
here then we have the testimony of early
christianh r stian8 writers that manmany of the propheti-
cal books of the old testament were des-
troyed

we are also informed by thehe catholicscarbol cs
that many and very many of the canonical

books of scripture have quite perished and
not so much as appeared in the days of the
very ancients fathers so that nothing but the
names of those books have come untounionsits

see Mum fords question of questions secsee
1ia 7

we are also informed by those manuscripts
that are dated from the century of the
christian era that the few books that were
preserved during the long reign of persecution
and error hadbad become very much altered and
mutilated so much so that when the learnedlearned
gathered a large number of manuscripts to-
gether they found no two that agreed A
great variety of readings in these manuscripts
discouraged many of our translators some
three centuries ago from translating the old
testament lest the world should turn to athei-
smism if they had translated them all they

wouldwoulI1 hhaveave had several hundred bibles all
clashinclashinggandand differing from each other

it must be decolrecollectedlecter that the catholic
canoncanah of scripture was not formed until the
year prior to that period the peoplepeaogle
were lefte some of them to believe inin tthisthibis
manuscript and some in that some to rerejectact
this one andandt some that and dankofmanymanx of thee
christian fathers in the second and tthirdird celicefi
tunes of thehe christian era were eimireentirelyly uru10

I1able to determine what manuscripts were spirspu-
rious and what ones to receive as divine

speaks thus upon this subject
ifit you fly to the tradition of the church

onlyorly of the first four hundred years remember
that the council of carthageCarth ageaee juitjust after the
end of thosthose yearbyears alleged the ancient ariditradi-
tion of their fathers which theyjudged bumabummaciericier t
for denning our canon they who were so
near those first four blindredhundred yearsyeara knew far
better the more universal tradition of that age
than we can twelve hundred years after it
true it isis nothing being defined till thentherl
private doctors were free to follow what theychiy
judged to be truest and as you find
ing from our canon some in some books some
in others so yoxouvoud will find them varying from
one anotheriotherai andard varying also from you
meaning the protestant canoncaron for inin

those first four hundred years melitusmentus and
Nazianzenzenaen excluded the book ofbf esther
which you add ongenorigen doubts of the epistleistle
to the hebrews of the n d bfof st peter of
the first and second of st john st cyprian
and Nazi anzen leave the apocalypseapse or revela-
tions out of their canon eusebius dodoubtsabts of
it

mumford further says all those holy
fathers agreed evevereserer inin this that such books
were evidently gods word which hadbad evievlevi-
dently a sufficient tradition for them now inin
the days of those fathers who thusthua varied
from one another it was not by any infallible
means made known to all that thosethosa books
about which their variance was were recom-
mended for gods infallible word by a tradi-
tion clearly sufficient to ground belief for tho
churchchorch had not as yet examined and defdeldelmedned
whether tradition did clearly enough show
such and sucheuch books to be gods 7

wordord but in the days of st austin the third


