482

SCHWATKA IN ALASKA.

{Ko. l.—Internutiona} Presa Association.
TaBkouU RIVER, Muy 26 1891.—On
7, 1801, the Pacific Coast Stemnship
ecompany's vessel, ‘‘City of Topeka,™
erossed Dixon Entrance and entered
Aleskan waters, leaving behin | those

of British Columbia.

All of these waters, for a stretch of
over a thousand miles along the Pacific
coast are but deep inlets and channels,
hugesalt waterrivers, so tospeak, that,
cutting In every dircction, make u vast
network of islends picturesque in the
extrems and not even yvet wholly ex-
r]orcd. The most freely navigable of

hed many chanrels running parallel
with the coast, is ealled ‘‘the inland
passage to Aluska,” and is yearly be-
ecoming more popular with summer
tourists seeking rest and recreation
here. One of the pecnliar features of

ay
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thia southwestern section of Aluska,
and one that can only be appreciated
by the explorer or hardy frontiersman,
is the ease and pleasure with which ons
can travel the coast wateis, only to
plunge into the roughest of “roughin
1%, as s0on as these ate left,and the Al-
pine iBterior essayed.

On board the ‘‘Topeka” was the New
York Ledger Alaskan expedition that
had this prospect ahead of it, the sub-
scriber being in command. One of our
main objects was to cover as muel: un-
explored country as possible, in any di-
rection, yet a geneval plan had been
formed to follow my old explorations of
1883 to, or near, the Pelly and Yukon
river confluence, and therebegin the
work Into the unknown interior west-

ward and southwestward.
e NAU Ouuiumildl L citgnge tnis Plan

as to cover more unexplored country
an uspal. It came about by discus-
sing new and unexplored route
from jluneuu with eltizens of that
Hyely metropolis of our distans
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¢olomy, “the TMigest ¢ity in vhe largest
territory in the largest republic in the
world,”" as they nsed to patriotically
put it. It was to go over what was
called-the Tahku trail that led to a
large loke in the interior, and by its
draining river,guin the Yukon, where 1
joined my old trail of 1883, and could
then carry out the program as pre-

viously ned. It we  wlieved an
availabh xnmereial t might be
open away, that, w, neau 48 a8

basis, could be made to supply the
Yukon valley even to Beliring sea,
better than by any lknown route, while
1t would be no small feather in the cap
of the New York Ledger expedition, to
be able to do this preliminary pioneer-
ing. This bell2f was founded on in-
formation obtained from the interior
Indians when bLringing out their furs
and from prospectors who had searched
this general line for precious minerals,
It might be, also, that the present
Yukon traffic would not pay, while the
future might, and it was well to be
prepared with the information. The
many other reasons for or against thia
trail can be made clearer as we travel
over it later. When we arrived in Jun-
eal a corresponding interest was soon
worked up by those onthe steamer, the
citizens pledging everything they could
to malte the enterprise a success, and
80 we disembarked here.

The first point we touched in Alaska
was Tongass. After Tongass. we
meet nothing but salmon can-
neries for a few days, reaching
Juneau on the 9th  of DMlay,
where onr frelght is disembarked and
we continue on, for this metropolisis of
enough importance tobe touched by
the returning stenmer, thus making a
shcd¥t round trip.

We wanke up next day in Glacier Bay,
on the first vessell of the season to
essay it, as it is only visited in the in-
terest of the simmer tourists.

At Bitha we were crowded with pas-
sengers of the spring court term at
Junenu. Therc were ten prisoners,
only six of thein belng murderers,
mostly confined to hnlf-breeds and In-
dians. The natnrally resulting con-
versation disclosed u _statement that
there had never been a simon-pure
lynching, nor a legal execution, in
Alaska. At Wrangell, in early days, o
murderous gambler was madechairman
of a vigilance committee, the chair was
gulled out from under him and he

roke this peaceful record—also his
neck; but any one familiar with fron-
tier justice knows there is a wide
chasm existing beiween thisand lynch-
ing. Ina somewhatsimilar action, an
Indian murderer performed.tractionon
# rope, to the satisfaction of the vigi-
| lance faction and the greater dissatis-

faction of the lesser faction. Killisnoo
| Is very ngrcea®le to the eye but some-

what abominable to the nose,
due to a flourishing herring flshery
and attendent guano factory.

The United States Marshal attempted
to arrest a native here for trying to
rown a squaw guilty of witcheraft, I
ve never yot séen anythirg bewitch-
ing about an Alsskan Indian woman,
but I suppose tastes vary. This Alas-
kan, Cotton Mather had some inkling
of the proceedings. so he secreted him-
self in the Alaskan woods, where the
proverbial needle in a haystack would
be as conspicuous as a eireus poster by
comparison. There were uot eleven
prisoners from Killianoo to Juneau.
Junegu resched. preparatians were

begun at once, the first obsticle being
the report that the Tahku river was not
yet open. A big canoe, a two-ton or
three-ton affair, was easy enough to
et but packers themselves over the
and trail were hard to obtain until a
sort of sub-chief of the Tahkus, Yash-
noosh by name, a local policeman
stimulated by the citizens, took a hand
and recruits were slowly obtained.
Even thenI could only obtain half
enough, at good stiff rates of course,
and had to double packs {averaging 190
pounds each) over the trail of nearly
100 miles as it proved.

The 25th of May we got away, seven
Indians and three white men, six of the
nutives being packers and one, Robert,
the owner of the boat. On the recom-
mendation of some citizens who be-
lievedin the horror of the average In-
dian for o1l legal papers I had a huge
contract drawn up, resplendent with
many colored seals and ribbons, and
this tliey signed by touch of pen, while
the United States District court inter-
preter read aloud its contents with a

| solemnity equal to that given 1 death-

warrant. I still retain that page of le-
gal ludicrousness, and while admitting
it mnay have done me much good, yet 1
can oniy compare it with the verdict of
the frontier coroper’s jury wherein,
sitting on a man's body dragged from
the river's bed and riddled with bul-
lets, they concluded that the deceased
had come to his death from drowning,
caused by water pouring in through the
bullet-holes.

S0 about noon of the 25th, with the
American flag hanging from the peal,
we got away in the beginning of a wind
and drizzling ruinstorm that iater made
our first day's trip one of he most un-
pleasant of the whole journey. An en-
thusiustic crowd of citizens lined the
shore near the steamer’s dock, and as
we paddled away down the channel
gave us many a hearty cheer and many
warm wishes for our success.

Let us now take a hasty look at the
little expedition as it started, the In-
dians being sufficiently deseribed to puss
them over till events call them up in
detail. The commanding officer was
the heaviest one of the party and made
excellent ballast in the rear part of the
canoce.

The scientist of the expedition was
Dr. . Willard Hayes, representing alsd
the U. 8. Geological survey,through the
courtesy of Major J. W. Powell, the
head of that government buremu. To
Dr. Hayes nlso fell the photographic
work in the main, as well as the topo-
graphic or map-making. I had hoped
to get a professional photographer, and
felt sure of success when My. Lander-
kin, one from Juneau, made anapplica-
tion for the place. He was caught on
the grand jury, having alrea~v been
sworn in, but we both thoug that
a mere bagatelle as ob-
stacle, but the Judge and Dist_jet At-
torney thought otherwise. Both were
willing enougl, bnt there wa's nothing
in the law (the Oregon code prevails
here, by act of Congress *'so far‘as it is
practicable”) that would allow it. The
only excuse whantsoever was one of se-
vere sickness, attested under onth by a
physician.

“But suppose a grand juror dies?” I
asked the Judge.

*‘I eould not excuse him from duty on
that ground,” he replied, slowly. shak-
ing his head. 8o Mr. Landerkin re-
mained and Dr. Hayes did doulle dnty.
Mark €, Busaell was the only other




