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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A TESTIMONY FOR JOSEFPH.

On another page of this iesue will be
found the account of an interview
with Wliliam Bmith, a brother of the

Prephet Joseph. The conversation re-
corued took place shortly before his
death, and asthe subject of it was the
Book of Mormon ana the character of
Joteph, it has peeuliar interest to the
Latter-day Saints.

The testimony of the aged brotber of
the miartyre iss important for several
ressons, In the firet plage the views
he expressed may be looked upon as
tbe result of a life-long consideration of
the toplces diecussed, It is not fhe sen-
timents of & youthful enthusiast, who
might have been led actray by ivflam-
ing oratory. Williem Smith was born
in 1811, and had conse quently reached
8 mature age at hip derpise. He had
ample time to change his viewr, had
he found, on a.second thought, that his
brother was not what he claimed

to be, But ke did not change
his opinlon concerning Joseph,
but testified to the laet to hie

nobility of eharacter and .integrity ol
purpose, In the second place, his
testimony is tbat of a natural brother.
He knew what he was spesking of,
They had been reared in the same
home, shared with each other joys and
surrows and various datiesr, and knew
well the characteriatices of one another.
And farther, William Bmith, although
once identified with the Church and a
member of the Quorum of the Twelve,
was eventually led to associate with
other organizations, and may on ibat
ground be eupposed to bave had an
interest in exposing any frau: ulent
plape with which, during his eatly
famillarity with the orgamzers of the
Church, he might have become ac-
gquainted, had there been any such tc
expose. Jis testimony ie therefore
that of an impartial witness, and aes &
man who filled prominent poeitiona in
public life to the satisfaction of his con-
Btituents, his words are entitled to par-
ticular respeoct.

“Uncle William?’touches upon sevet-
al important pointa in connection with
the riee ot this Church. He saye, for
instance, that nobody In the family
would think of doubting the worde or
Joseph, His record wae that of abac-
late truthfulnege, and his assertion was
alwaye enoungh to those who knew him
best. He was never known to indulge
in fabulous etories. The conpequence
was that when he told hia jecple that
angels had vieited bim, they believed
him. Another feature of Joseph’sa
obaracter was hig diligence as a worker.
Thls, according to Willlam, was a well
known and ackrowledged fact among
the neighbore. The opponents of
Josepb, in later years, invented the
story that he was too indolent to work
and eought to obtnina living by means
of utllizing the ecredulity of men.
But never was a imore ab-
eurd ohsrge brought against any-

body. The mugnificent pbysigue
of the Prophel shows a man who was
developed in the school of toll, and the
whole of his career s one ample refuta-
tion of this silly charge. Think of al
man, who Jo a few years masters

feveral branches of learning, inclading
langnages; who directs a large misslon-
ary enlerprise compriring two coD-
tinents; who translates and publishes
volumes; who builds cities and tem ples
and superintends the ecclesiastical con-
cerns of & growing Chuarch; who
preaches and administers to tbe
spiritual wants of coreligionists, and
besiden cares with loving tenderness
for hig own family! All this did
Joseph accomplish in the few years
between his caill and martyrdom. ¥an
there ever in the worid a greater ex-
ample of falthful work and diligence
exhibited? No wonder that already
as a boy Josepb’s neighbors should
rrefer him to anybody, whea a good
day’s work was wanted.

Ot pecullar interest is the account
wUacle Willinm?* gives of the way In
which Joseph was led to seek the Lord
In prayer. Having heard a Methodist
minister ptesch. a sermon on the
familiar text: ¢[f any of you lack

~wisdom, let him ask of God,”” Joseph

understoud this te mean what it says
and decided to follow the advice, Like
the greatest of the reformers, Luther,
he grasped the reality of the word ot
Goiu and regulated bis conducl aecord-
ingly without fear of men. This made
him fit to be the instrumeut in the
pand of the Lord to acccmplish the
greatest work in this age.

The friends of Josepb, who atood by
him during all the varicus phasesof
kis eventiul' career, iearned to
love, homor and respect him as
only a good man, & man
ot Goed, can be Joved and re-
vered. And the thousande whe in his
teachinges have found a true mespage
ftom the Eternal Father, share these
feelinge. They bonor him as tuey
honor Lthe Prophete of old. The world
at large 1s Dot ye! prepared to view
him in the same light. He is satill
looked upon more in the pame way the
mejority of the Jews and Romane
looked upon the crucifled Messiah.
But this will change some Lime, as he
is better understood and his real char-
acter s peen through the mists of
plapnder and villfieation that have been
gatbered about his memory, It was
always so. Future generations honer
thote who were elain by the forefathers
for the sake of righteousness.

OBJECTIONABLE BILLS.

At least two bills now pending in the
lower bouse of the Leglalature are
open to serious objection. Oane iz that

which relates to arteslan wells, and the
other ls the so-called attorneys’ llen
bill.

The former provides, in eection 1,
that any artesian well which i8 noi
furnished with such mechanical appli-
ances a3 will readily and eflectually
stop the fiow of water, ia a puble
nuisarce, and the owner, tenant or
occupant of the land upon whigh said
well is situated, who causes, or even
permits the well 1o remaln in that con-
Jition, is guilty of a misdemesnor,
Bection 2 makes it a misdemesanor to
permit ““water to unnpecessarily flow,
from such well, or go to waste.” Bee-

—_—

tlon 8 defines an artesian well to pe
one, ‘‘tbe watera of which, when
propetly cated, wiil flow continuguyaly
over the natural surface ot the ground
adjacent to ruch well, al any season of
the year.’’ Mining shaftsareexcluded
from the application of the proposed
iaw, fection 4 defines what congatj-
futer waste of water from artepian
wells, and the definition accords wigh
the popular mesning of the term. Bee.
tion 8 makes the penalty for violating
any provision of theact, s fine ot pgg
less than $10 nor moie than $50, and
coste. Beotlon € authorizes certain
public officers, upon complaint of any
citizen, tv enter upon A8DY premises
aod ingpect any ertesian weil therepq,
- Numerous practical tests have da.
monetratey that there is great danger
of ruining an arteslan well by Btopping
the flow, even for a short time, The
theory ie that, at the base of the pjpe,
there exists a cavity in theearth which
remaine filled with water as long as
the flow of tbe latter contlnues at the
surface, but when the fHow ceases, the
cavity, and the lower end of the pipe,
fill with eand, which prevents any
further flow after the pipe is opened at
the suriace, and the well i ruined,
Experiences of this kind bave hHeen ap
pumerous that it is8 an insuit tp gom-
mon intelligence to name or make
urther mention of them by way pof
proof.

Moreover, to punish a mere tepant
or occupant of realty for failing 1o
make laprovements upon s0me appur-

tenance thereio, over which the terms

upon which he holus possession may
give him no rightiul control, ix unj ust,
absurd and unconetitutionul, "Qne
map cannot be punished for tailing
to improve property belonging to gp-
other. .

Again, many arteslan wella havs
conpected with them bydraulip rame,
or other devicee for elevating, or using
for different purposes, a portion of the
water they produce, while the balapnge -
rune (o wuste, as the latter term is de-
fined in thia bill. The wells were
drlven for this express purpose and
frequently at great expense. Such
property and improvements are prag- -
tically destroyed by the bill,  For
these, and other ressons that could be
named, this bill sbould be rejected,

The attorney’s lten bili ls as tollows:

Sec. 1—An atiorney-at-law has a lien
for a general balance of compensation:

1—Upon any papers and personal
propetty of his client which have come
into his possession in the course of his
professlonal emnpley ment.

2—Upon money in his bands belonging
to his client.

Sec. 2—From the commencement of an
action or the service of an answer gpp-
taining & counterclaim, the attorney who
afpears tor o party bas & lien upon his
client?s canse ot actlon or counterelaim
which attaches to a verdiet, report, degle-
ion or judgment in his client's faver, and
tbe proceedsthereof 10 whosesoever hands
they may cowme; and cannot be effectad
by any #eltlement belween the parties
befors or after judgment: Provided, that
the lien given by this seotion shall attach
to all actione heretofore commenced and
which are now pending.

Se60. 3—This act shall take effect from
and after its approval.

It this bill were a iaw, an attorney
could hold and sell any promissory
noter, stock certificales, evidences of
debt or personal property of any kind,
belonging to 4 olienf, that might coms



