
THE DESERET WEEKLY

THE EDITORS COMMENTS

A TESTIMONY FOR JOSEPH

on anotheradother page of this issue will be
found the account of an interview
with william smith a brother of the
prophet joseph the conversation re-
corded took place shortly before hisbis
death and as the subject of it wwaale the
book of mormon ana the character olof
joseph it has Vepeculiarcullar interest to the
latter day saints

the testimony of the aged brobrotheraber of
the martyrs is important forfoi several
reasons in the first place the views
he expressed may be looked upon as
the result of a lifelonglife long consideration ol01

the topics discussed it isin not the sen-
timents of a youthful enthusiast who
might have been led astray by ininflam-
ing

flaw-
ing oratory william smith was born
in 1811 and hadbad consequently reached
a mature age at hisbia demise he had
ample time to change his hadbad
he found on a second thought that his
brother was not what he claimed
to be but he did not change
hisbis opinion concerning joseph
but tetestifiedstifled to the last to his
nobility of character aad integrity nlni
purpose in the second placeolace his
testimony is that of a natural brother
he knew what he was speaking of
they had been reared in the same
home shared with each other joys and
sorrows and various duties and knowknew
well the characteristics of one another
and further william smith although
once identified with the church and a
member of the quorum of the twelve
was eventually led to associate with
other organizations and may on that
ground be eupsupposedposed to have bad an
interest in exposing any araut alent
plans with which during hisbis early
familiarity with the organizers of the
church he might have become ac-
quaintedquain ted bad there been anyADY such to
expose hisfile testimony is therefore
that of an impartial witness and as a
man who filled prominent positions in
public life to the satisfaction of his con-
stituents his words are entitled to par-
ticular respect

uncle william upon sever-
al important points in connection with
the rise of this church he assaysI1 for
instance that nobody in the Tfamily
would think of doubting the words olof
joseph his record was that of abso-
lute truthfulness and hisbis assertion was
always enough to those who knew him
bestbeal he was neverdever known to indulge
in fabulous stories the consequence
was that when hebe told hisbis peopleeople that
angels had visited alm they believed
him another feature of josephsjoaeph9

character was his diligence as a worker
this according to william was a well
known and acknowledged fact among
the neighneighborsbom the opponents of
joseph in later years inventedventedJn the
story that hebe was too indolent to work
and sought to obtain a living by means
of utilizing the credulity of men
but never was a more ab-
surd charge brought against any-
body the magnificent physique
of thealie prophet shows a man who was
developed join the school of tojtoil and the
whole of his career tois one ample refuta-
tion of this silly charge think of a
man who in a few years masters

federal branches of learning including
languages who directs a large mission-
ary enterprise comprising two con
tinentftp who translates and publishes
volumesvol umee who builds cities and templestern plea
and superintendseuperSuperintends the con-
cerns of a growing church who
preaches and administers to the
spiritual wants of co religionists and
besides cares with loving tenderness
for his own family all this did
joseph accomplish in the few years
between his call and martyrdom was
there ever in the world a greater ex-
ample of faithful work and diligence
exhibited no wonder that already
as a boy josephs neighbors should
prefer himbim to anybodyanybody when a good
daydayspa work was wanted

of peculiar interest is the account
uncle william 111 gives of the way in

which joseph was led to seek the lord
toin prayer having heard a methodist
minister preach a sermon on the
familiar text iff any of you lack
wisdom let him ask of god joephjoseph
understood this to mean what it sayssay
and decided to follow the advice likebike
the greatest of the reformers luther
he grasped the reality of the word otof
golgod and regulated his conduct accord-
ingly without fear of men this made
him fit to be the instrument in the
hand of the lord to accomplish the
greatest work in this age

the friends of Jjoseph who stood by
him during all the various phases of
hishie eventful career learned to
love honor and respect him as
only a good man a man
ot god can be loved and re-
vered and the thousands who in his
teachings have found a true message
from the eternal father share these
feelings they honor him as tuey
honor the prophets of old the world
at large tois not yet prepared to view
him in the same light he tois still
looked upon more in the same way the
majority off the jews and romans
looked upon the crucified messiah
but this will change some time as he
is better understood and hishie real char
acterabter is seen through the mists of
slander and vilification that have been
gathered about his memory it was
always so future generations honor
those who were slain by the forefathers
for the sakemake of righteousness

objectionable BILLS
I1

at least two bills now pending in the
lower housebouse of the legislature are
open to serious objection one tois that
which relates to artesian wells and the
other lais thehe so called attorneys lionlien
hillbill

the former providesprovide in section 1

that any artesian well which la18 not
furnishedfurnia hed with such mechanical appli-
ances as will readily and effectually
stop the flow of water Is a public
nuisance and the owner tenant or
occupant of the land upon which said
well is situated who causes or even
permits the well to remain in that con-
dition is guilty of a misdemeanor
section 2 makes it a misdemeanor to
permit water to unnecessarilyairily flow
irom sucheboh well or go to waste 31 secbee

tion 3 defines an artesian well to b
one the waters of which when
properly eased will flow continuously
over the natural surface ot01 the ground
adjacent to sucheuch well at any season of
the year mining shafts are excluded
from the application odtheof the proposed
law section 4 defines what consti-
tutes waste of water from artesianart eelan J
wells and the definition accords with
the popular meaning of the term sec
tion 5 makes the penalty for violating
any provision of the act a fine of not
less than 10 nor mozemoie than 50 and
costs section 6 authorizes certain
public officers upon complaint of any
citicitizenzeD to enter upon any premisesprem isea
and inspect any artesian well thereonnumerous practical tests have de-
monstrated

de- tt
rated that there is great danger

of ruining an artartesianeelan well by stopping
the flow even for a short time ththetheory tois that at the base of ththe papipeiiithere exists a cavity in the earth wwhichb
remains filled with water as I1long a
the flow of the latter continues at the
surface but when the flow ceases thecavity and the lower end otof the pipepim
fill with sand which prevents any
further flow after the pipe is opened at
the surface and the well is ruiruinedridd
experiences of thisthid kind have been go
numerous that it laIs an insult to com-
mon intelligence to name or maeemafiti
urther menmentionilon of them by way otof
proof

moreover to punish a mere tenant
or occupant of realty for failing to
make improvements upon some appur-
tenance thereto over which the terms
upon which he holds possession may
give him no rightful control tola unjust
absurd and unconstitutional one
manmad cannot be punished for tailing
to improveprove property belonging to antan
other

again many artesian wells have
connected with them hydraulic ramp
or other devices for elevating or using
for different purposesep a portion of the
water they produce while the balance
runs to waste as the latter term tois de
fined in this bill the wells were
driven for this express purpose and
frequently at great expense such
property and improvements are prue

destroyed by the bill for
these and other reasons that could be
named this bila should be rejected

the attorneys lionlien bill is as follows
seesec 1I an attorneyattorneyy ata tllaw has a lien

for a genegeneralral balance of compensation
1 upon any papers and personal

property of his client which have come
into his possession in the course of hishid
professional employment

2 upon money in his hands belongingBto his client
seesec 2 from the commencement of an

action or the service of an answer con-
taining a counterclaim the attorney who
aappearspears torfor a party has a lien upon his
clients cause otof action or counterclaim
which attaches to a verdict report deffe
tonion or judgment in hisbis clients favor and
the proceeds thereof in whose hahands
they may come and cannot be effected
beanyby any settlement between the parties
before or after judgment provided that
the lien given by this section shall attach
to all actions heretofore commenced and
which are now pending

seesec 3 this act shall take effect from
and after its approval

it this bill were a law an attorney
could hold and sell any promissory
notes stock certificates evidencesevidenceaelof
debt or personal property of any kind
belonging to a client that might comocoma


